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fally prepared and stored, is two dollars
per ton, and that in nutritive value 23
tons of this proparativn ave equal to a ton
of hay. It would have been more satis-
fuctory if the groutuls upon which theso
conclusions were reached hud been stated,

beeanse there are persons who are slow 1o !

helivve that green-fodder corn possesses
any steh value, aml whe, therefore,
refuse to aceopt  unquestioned a bald
stototient to that eftfect.  They have an
iden that Swedish turnips and mangles
are not inferior to fodder corn, and argue
from this, that, as 44 tons of Swedes are
not more than equid to a ton of hay, the

estimate of 2§ tuns of Ensilage is too ]

low. This muay be all wroug, but, i s,
it is important that amalyses, il made,
should be published, as well as experi-
ments bearing on the point mentioned,
that the ignorauco of thees people may
lie enlightened.

Mr. H. says, “Lusilage alone dves st
contaiu all the ingredients required to put
flesh on an animal.”  Will ensilage and
straw sticceed, ot s the experiment been
tried?  We know that turnips and straw
have bren largely and successtully used
in the fattening of cattle, and that sheep
will thrive v turuips alone, as proved by
the practico in Britain of hurdiing on the
unpulled crop,

The fact that stock fed partly on Lnsi-
lage look well, i3 no argnwent inits favor,
unless we kunow what other feed has been
supplied, and in what gnautities in pro-
portion to the amovunt of Eusiluge, and
likewise the amount of the whole to an
amount of a given weight. Mr. IL says,
“a feed of hay was given to the catile
in the morning tv reyulate the system ;"
but he does not ssy how much, nor
whether any meul or other concentrated
food was added, although that isimplicd.
It s0, it would have been of cunsequence
to know the quantity.

I have made these remarks, not from
any hostility to Ensilage, but sulely for
the sake of obtaining more light vu the
subject ; because, if Lnsiluge frum corn-
fodder is all that its advucates claim for
it, it is quite time t.  farmers generally
realized the fact and were more alive to
its importance. COLCHESTER.

Editor Journal of Agriculture :

Sir,—In your Javuary issue I com-
mented upon the prospectus of the Nova
Scotia Ymmigratior Society, and pointed
the necessity that obviously exists in this
Province for a work of that kind, aud
promised to follow the matter up still fur-
ther in a future issue. The subject of
immigration hus a very dircet Dlearing
upon, and is closely allied to, our agricul-
tural interests. Since nothing is produced
without labor, it follows, that upon this
basis must be reared the structure that
truly represents our material wealth and

progress. 1t must bo adwitted by all
farmers, that the scarcity of agricultural
laborers throughout the rural districts of
our Provinze is a great drawback and
hindrance o the carrying on successfully.
and proficably the cultivatnon of our farms
and the proper developient of our farm-
ing industries,  Qur firmers in general
are awakening to the fuet, that, in ordor
to secure competent furm lnborers t ough
the summer months, when of courco they
are most needed, they must iu the future
he willing to rmake yearly engagements in
hiring.  Although the help through the
winter months caunot, as n rule, be so
profitably employed a3 during the moro
mportant  working seasons of spring,
sumiier,  and  autumn, the manifest
advantages of having on hand, ut all
tines, trained and reliable helpers who
are braud to yearly engagements, are so
far superior to the uncertunties of chunce-

hiring, aud the cousequent risks of obtain- '

iug the help at the eritical time wanted ;
for instance, when the sweep of the whole
season’s operation depends upon the har-
vestiag of u crop at just tho right time.
Now, us it is evideut to our farmers from
sl experience, that such help is uot, ns a
rule, to be nuw obtaiued in this Proviuce,
the question nuturally arises, tfrom where
can it be obtained ? 1 think, with the aid
of the Nova Scotia Immigration Society,
that uestion can be satisfactorily ans-
wered, ar.d not only iu the matter of farm
labourers, but nlso as regards female
domestics, of which there is throughout
the whols Province n great scarcity,
causing an nndue burden of hard work and
household cares to rest upon the patient
and overworked wives in  numberless
households,

With 2 practical farmer from Nova
Scotix, ns agent abroad, the wants above
sudicated could be supplied, and a reliable
trained class of help could be engaged,
and sent oul ... wanted usder yearly
engagements, This is oue of the muny
advantages the Suciety is calculated to
coufer upou the patrous. Auvther is the
improvewent of the unoceupied lands and
farms that are year by year sadly deter-
iorating in value and productiveness.
There are several such in each district,
aud the fact is prejudicial to und detracts
from the value of the adjoining farms that
are better tilled and properly cultivated.
To have these neglected farms and lauds
occupied by a cluss of furmers who have
made agriculture a stady, and who kuow
by practical toits whether a theory is
round or otherwise, would add untuld
wenlth to our Proviuce, by proving, as
has been done in some instances that
could be quoted what can be accom-
plished by the intelligent application of
scieuce to agriculture. As the scheme
progresses, 1 may again powt out further
reasons why it should reccive the hearty
support of our farmers. .

L —

W havo to acknowledgo u package of
Ifower Seeds from the firm of James
Vick, Rochester, N, Y. State.  The late
Mr. Vick was the most enterprising
Flower Scedsman of his time, and the
business apyears to he cmivied on by his
sons with unabated energy.

Mr. H. A, Svewant, Seeretary of tho
Hamilton  Farmers' Club  of Priuce
Edwand 1sland, has sent to Mr. Rennei,
seedsman, of Lorouto, some samples of
grain, clover, and other seeds geown on the
Island from seeds purchased Inst year
from Mr. Rennie.  The samples are very
fine, the timothy sced, the white fite
wheat, and the oats are uspecially good.
Mr. Stewart is strongly in fuvour of
importing seeds from Ontario for use in
Prince Lidward Island.
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Preluminury Report on the Diseage of Catile at
Picton, Nova Scotea, and adjoining Dustricts,
addresred to Hon J I IPope, Afinister of
dyriculture, by D. McEachmin, F. R. C. V. 8.,
Inepector of Stock,
{Continusd from Octol
DaLnouvsie Cotreas, Harirax, }
Oclober, 1881.

Sin,—In August last you were pleased
to eutrust to Ir. McEachran, Veterinary
Inspector of the Department of Agricul-
ture, and myself, a missivn of enquiry
in relation to the Cattle Disease of Picton
County. 1 have now the honor to sub-
mit the results of that portion of the
investigation assigned to me.

In accordance with your lotter of
instructions of 17th August, 1 proceeded
to Pictou in company with Dr. McEachran,
vigited with him farms in the infeeted
district avound the Town of Picto. and
neighborheod, oxamined the soil, water
and herbage, and collvcted samples of
the sam~, which were taken to Halifux
and subjected to chemicil and micro-
scopical analysis.

The prevailing soil of the district con-
sists of a light surface loa.t resting vn a
clayey subsoil, In natural pastures, the
surfuace loam is frequently very thin, and
varies it character {rom a tine sandy loam
to a compact clayey loam. In low lyine
wet places this is covered with a b’k
deposit containing much vegetable matter,
The furmativn of swampy places and
stagnant water holes in the pastures is
favourad by the impervious character of
the subsoil, The soil is everywhero
coloured more or less by ijron, which is
washed out and deposited in pools end
ditche.. Mangauese also occurs ; thers
is but little lime. The soils of the Picton
pastures do not differ materially, either



