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In reforence to the American Berkshire
Record, Vol 1L, we have the following :

The prevailing desite among breeders
to possess positive evidence that the an-
cestors of the stock handled by them
were pure bred, is the result of experi-
ence. In theirv efforts at improvement
they have found no truth better estab-
lishud, or more important to be kept in
mind, than that impure blood will sooner
or later show itself in the descendants of
ill-bred animals. A\ fine outward appear-
ance alone is no guarantee of definite re-
sults in breeding.

The oft repeated axiom, like begets
like,” may be true of the mongrel as of
the pure bred animal ; true, however, of
the former in this, that it is more likely
to Lransmit its own charcleristic of un-
certainty, than to develope in its progeny
any valuable quality. To the thorough-
bred, on the other hand, men have learned
to look with confidence for detinite re-
sults and lasting improvement. ‘The
breeders of Berkshire Swine have long
since realized the fact that actunl progress
can be had only by the careful selection
and judicious mating of breeding animals
for many successive generations.

The Recorp was established to aid in
this work. That it has already been of
great henefit, is the common testimony
of all ; and as it grows in popularity, and
nien become aceustomed to keeping ac-
curate records'of the animals they breed,
tho advantages of 2 public Recorp will
become still more apparent.

The present volume is placed before
the swine breeders of the country in the
confident belief that the expenditure of
time and money required in its prepar-
ation will meet theirapproval.  In veri-
fying pedigrees the exercise of that dili-
gence to which the Association connnitted
itself, with a view to securing accuracy in
every particular, has not been velaxed.
Al rules have been impartinlly enforced,
and such pedigrees as were, by the Ixe-
cutive Committee, deemed open to sus-
picion, have been rigidly excluded, and
the fees returned, to the parties applying
for their admission.

The rule requiring sires and dams of
animals presented for registry in Vol 11
to be recorded, necessitated the admission
of many shart pedigrees, and some breed-
ers have chasen to recond the ancestors of
their animals ane or more cresses beyond
this requirement.  Nene, however, have
been admitied, even as ancestors, except
those of undoubyed purity and excellence,
and recommended as such by parties of
unquestioned integrity. To the pedigree
of each animal admitted as an ancester
is appended a foot note, giving name and
Recorp number of progeny.

Every well authenticaied cross, on the
sido of the dam, will be found in the

present volmme, but in tracing pedigrees
of sires, Volume I will {requently Dbe
needed.

To each pedigree accepled, the usual
certiticate by the breeder, or other xeli-
able paty, has been required.

Podigrees of the more prominent fami-
Yes have been submitte:l to the approval
of those European or American breeders
best informed regarding the origin, and
most interested in the improvement- of
such familice.

In view of these fuets, the Association
feels no hesitaney in commending the
individual animals herein recorded as
among the most worthy representatives
of Berkshive Swine on both sides of the
Atlantic.

The Standard of Excellence is the re-
sult of the combined judgments of many
of the leading Berkshive breeders of the
country, to whom are due the thanks of
the Association for suggestions aud as-
sistance in its preparation.

Acknowledgments are also due to Prof.
James Law, Prof. Andrew Smith, Hon.
L. C. Jones and E. G. Bedford, Esq.,
who, by request, asswmed the {ask in-
volved in a careful reading and decision
upon the merits of the Essays presented
in competition for the prize offered by
the Association for the best original paper
on the Discases of Swine.

To the many correspoudents who have
so promptly and cerdially responded to
our calls for information, the Association
and the public are greatly indebied.

The established success of the Auewi-
cax Berrsnme Recorp vo longer neces-
sitates agsurance of its permanence. The
energies of the amnagement, to mect
every requivement of the most progres-
sive and exacting patronage, will not be
relaxed.

Pan. M. Senivger, Sec'y.

Springfiedd, 1., Nov'r, 1877.

Nova Scozia.—Yarmouth, Dec. 21.—
Up to this date we have bad a remark-
ably mild season ; no snow, and not half
a dozen days of frost, and only onc or
two nights when ice forined strong enough
for skating. Deep water is all opan;
cattle in the interior are still at large in
the woods and on the meadows, getting
their own feed, and are in good condition.
If we have an carly spring, this will give
us a three month’s winter. I have ozea-
sionally planted my garden in March,
the frost being out of the grownd, and
the soil dry.—c. & B—~—in Cuunlry
Gentleman,

Tre registered Jersey Ieifer, Henrox
Lass, N. 8., No. 121, has been sold by
Mr. Patten of Yanmnouth, to Mr, W J.
McGill, Shelbume.

WE often hear complaints in vegard to
the Milk supply in lalifix, The fol-
jowing extitet from the proceedings of
the New York Dairymen’s recent Con-
vention ab Syracuse, will show how they
manage there by means of & Joint Stock
Mille Assaciation, sueh as weo might well
have in Halifax, to supply Syracuse with
better milk than that supplied to any
ather city in the United States for less
than three cents a quart, and the city
Association makes money out of the
business : .

Mr. Geddes gave a very clear and
lucid statement of the practieal workings of
the Onondaga Conuty, Mille Association.
This is simply a co-operative enterprise of
the dairymen in the vicinity of Syracuse, to
seeure economy in the distribution of witk,
to meet all the demands of the city, and to
fumnish a good article. The rvesult is that
the association has made money, and the
people of Syracuse ave supplied with better
milkk than any other city in the United
States.  The milk is all brought to the rooms
of the association, when it becomes their pro-
peniy.  IBach contributor’s milk is subjected
to a careful inspection, and if there is any-
thing wrong, is rejected.  “Lhe milk is all de-
livered in the same cans in which it was
brought, which are marked with the owners
naumne, so that the consumer knows the exact
spot fron® whioh it comes, and may acquaint
himself with the kind of stock and the treat-
ment it receives. Whea the cans are emptied
they are all returaed to a particular room
where they are washed and theroughly
cleansed by hot steam. The basis of the as-
sociation as regards quantity, is that each
cow should give six quarts of milk per day
for 363 days in the year. That is the aver-
age taken the vear through which the asso-
ciation demands, which 13 2,190 quarts per
cow. The highest average of any single
daryis 8,766 quarts. This hernd numbers
ten cows. Another dairy of 410 cows aver-
ages 3,339 quarts per cow.  The lowest aver-
age 18 1,843 quarte. The average price ve-
ceived is two and three-quarter cents per
quart.  The board of dircctors meet everr
week to consult regarding their interests, and
muke such suggestions to the stockholders as
they deem proper.  They frequently send
cut disinterested ren to inspeet the manage-
ment of the different dairies.  If thereis any-
thing but the most approved and unobjee-
tionable practice, it 13 severely eriticised.
They base their success upon honest dealing.

Luerriero Fany, January. The Ayr-
shire Cows “ Lady Flor” and * Lady
Panuke,” with the heifer calf of the
Jatter, ¢ Lady Halifax,” have been sold
to C. P. Dlanchasl, Esq., and are now
al  Hillside Farm, Tru. A pure
LEllesmere Sow has been sold to the Liver
pool (Queen’s Connty) Agricultural S
cicty for $40. Another pure Ellesiners,
(young) to Mr. J. B. Fraser, Shuben-
acadie. for S11; a three-quarters Eiles-
mero to Mr. Meagher, Dedford, for 21
Twenty-six sheep were sold by auction
on 224, at low prices, & number of {hem
half bred Cotswolds, others commen
sheep ; also 2 Bull Call, with two Sherd



