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diffcring, froni an thiing now knoNvni to the natuiralist. Die
-conclusion wvas irresistible that the various processes of change
on tliecearthi's surface whiichi are iîow~ going on, hiad been groing
on for an inidefinite period of timie I.efore man's appearance on

it. and tliat tlie wvorld, instead of bcing a fcw thiotsand vears

old, hiaci reallv cxistcd for long agcs, so long that thiev could
llar(lv be estiniated.

It w~as natural thiat this conclusion should 1e compared with

the Bible, and the moment the conîparison wvas muade difficulty

ai-ose. The first 'chapter of Genesis gives the accouint of the

creation of die wvorld, especially of tlic steps by whiich the earth

xvas p)rep)ared for man, and the whiole is representcd as takiiig

place %'itiin six davs, b)' thie direct commiand of God. TI-e
antagonismn seenîed to be s0 shiarfly inarked thiat inany in-

sistc(l flic Bible was utterh' discredited, and made thiis die

eXcuse, for rcpudiating the' daims of flic Cliristian religion

altogether.

'lo scicntific tliniker of an' -account takes that position 110w,

iior iindeed is arn', one much troubled b' flic apparent contra-

diction. As in thie case of astronomny, the conflict Ibetwveni

tlie Bible and gcology, is practically a dead issue. Thie onlv

differcîu..c is tliat as yet thiere is not conîplete agreement as to

the mode of reconciliation whiclh Nviil be found perinancntly

fiost satisfactory-.

'l'le inîethods suggested foi- reniovincr thie difficulty have

lx:-en Yvarioiis,, and the historv- of tlic discussion is instructive.

i. Que large schiool insisteci for a longy timie that the coiu-

clusioins of gweologyv wvere far froin beingv certain, thiat the sci-

ence w\as stili too young to speak with authiority as having,

reachced filality; tlhat thierc %vcre 1:00 nanv different opinions

anîng colgists, even on inatters thiat wverc clementary, to

niale it necess-arv foir the theologian to deal witl thie difficul-

tues thcv raised, and thiat Mihen tlicv agi-ecd i aongy themiselves

it Nv-oul(l 1) tiîne cnoughrl to consiicu wvhat -answ'er Nv'as to be
muade.


