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revenue, In 1895 the amount paid tapost-
masters, was over sixteen million dollars.

Between those two dates there is a devel-
opemnent whoso recital forais the most mar-
velous and romantie chapter of our history.
For, while the population of t.he country
has increased less tlîan twenty fold, the
nuruber of post offices has increased nearly
a thousand fold.

The gross revenues of the post office at
Pueblo, Col., Battie Creek, Mi<çh., or
Fitchburg, Mass are now larger than the
postal revenues of the entire country in the
irst year of the administration of WVash-
ington. In that year five hundred thou-
saîîd pieces of mail matter were handied
andl now over five billion pieces, or an iu-
crease of ten thousand fold.

But thcre was an American postal sys-
stem prior Vo the year 1790. True, there
was no general post office lu England fo 'r
haîf a century after the first settlers carne
Vo Jamestowu, and for nearly haif a century
after that was established the few post
offices in-America were under the patron-
age of their respective colonies.

On the "'seventeenth of February. 1691-12
W'illianm and Mary granted by letters-pat-
eut Vo Thomnas Neal power and authority
'to ereet withîu every or auy of the Chief
Ports of tlie several Iselands, Plantacions
or Colonies in America, an Office or Offices
for receiving and dispatching away of
letters or packqttettes.' The rates of post-
age were Vo be the same as those prescribed
by the act of CharleslI, or such other ratesi
as the Plantere or others wîll freely give. "

Under this patent Andrew HamiiltVon was
appointerd Postmaster-(General of America,
and was succesful in securing concessions
from the separate colonies. He establishied
a weekly postV from Portsmiouth, N. H.

southward ail the way. to Virginia; but in
doing this he n~cessarily ran into debt, for
it seemis that the expenses of the tirst four
years were about five thousand dollara
annually, while the reteenue wUS less than
two thousand dollars.

In 1707 the crown bought baek the Neale
Patent, and in 1710 Parlianient erecte4 a
post office for Amnerica, with Now York as
the centre of operntions, and prescribed
rates of postage, with sumîxùiry process
for their collection.

From the purchase of the Neale patent
until 1775 postmasters were appointed froni
London, the best known among theni being
Spotswood of Virginia and and Benjamin
Fa'anklin. Franklin was appointed post-
master at Philadeiphia in 1737 by Colonel
Spotswood, late Governor of Virginia, and
then Postxnaster-(]leneral,

Franklin was postmnaster at Philadelphia
from 1737 until he became Postmaster-Gen-
eral for th6 Northern division lu 1753, iii

association with Win. Kunter for the
Southeru division, who had been a printer
and postinaster at Williamsburg, Va.
Franklin -was ixstmaster-(;eneral for twen-
ty-one years, for a large part of whioh turne
however, lie was out of the country. He
was removed lu 1774, as he says by "la
freak of ministers."

The Continental Congress as early as
July, 1 775,-a year before the Declaration
of Ludepenidence,-asgumned control of the

piostal service of the colonies, and appoi nted
Benjamin Franklin Postinaster-General for
the purpose of ruuniug a liue of posts from
Falmouth or Portland, in Maine, Vo Savan-
nah, in (icorgia, with us many cross-posta
as he might see fit. Franklin's son-iu-law
Richard Bache, was the dej.uty, aud was
ch.een Postuter-General on November 7,


