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It is a curlous fact that in conflicts
between Northern and Southerz natlone,
the men of the north are almost always
victorfous. It seems as {f the milder
climate and luxurles of the south ener-
vate both the body and tho mind. A
striking iilustration of this is shown in
the Invasion of France by the Northmen,
under Rolf or Roliy, in the ninth cen
tury. The degunerate successors of
Charlemagne—Charles the Fat, Charles
the Simple, Charles the Bald—by thelr
wealth and cowardice offered a tempt-
Ing prey to the bold Norse pirates, who
piillaged the coasts of Europe as far as
Sicily. In the days of Charles
the Fat. they swarmed up the
Seine as far as Parls, with
30.000 warriors and {0 war
galleys. aad lald siege tu the
city —eveu then & great feudal
stronghold. There is an island
in the Seine, known as the

‘oLp crry,”

on which is now situated the
great cathedral of Notre Dame.
Tbis the Northaen besleged for
thirteen months, 2nd were
bought off only with large
ransom. Eventually, they set-
tled in the country, gave it the
name of Normandy, and became,
under Willfam the Conqueror,
the eighth in line of descent
from Rollo or Rolf, the Norman
oonquerors of Britain.

No historlc record presents
features of more tragic and
pathetic interest than that of
French Protestantism. Its chiet
incidents may bs thus sum-
marized :

In 1621, the very year in which
“the monk that shook the
world " confronted the power of
the Empire at Worms, the New
Testament was published in
French, and Lefevre and Farel
were  preaching throughout
France the vital doctrine of the
Reformation—salvation by faith.
But the new doctrines fell under
the ban of the Sorbonne. The
persecution which began with
the burning of six Lutherans
in the Place de Greve spread
throughout the

“‘INYECTED PROVINCES."

Thousands were massacred,
towns and villages were burned
tu ashes, anc some of the fairest
reglons of France were turned
into 2 desert. But like the
Israslites in Egypt, the Re-
formed, *the more they were
vexed, the more they multipled
and grew.” Belore the death
o! Francs it was estimated that one-
sixth of the population of France, and
these its most intelligent artisans and
craftsmen, were adherents of " the re-
ligton."

COLIGNY

was a scion of one of tho greatest fami-
iies 1in France. His own promodiod was
rapid. He became o quick succession
Colonel, Captain-Gencral, Governor of
Picardy and Admiral of France. While
prisoner at Antwerp he lay i1l with a
foever for many wecks. During his con-
valescence he profoundly studled the
Scriptures. He had always sympathized
with the- Reformed faith, but now he
openly espoused the Calvinist Crced. He
boldly cast in his lot ®ith this despised
and hated Protestent paity, chousing,
ltke Moses, rather to suffer afllictions
with the people of God than to enjoy the
plessures of sin for a scason.

Relying on the edict of toleration, the
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of Guise with his m.n-at-arms riding by
gwere that he would ** Huguenot them to
some purpose * With his alreling butch-
erg he fell upon the unarmed congre-
gation and slaughtered sixty-four and
wounded two hundred.

THE ‘'MASSACHE OF VAsSY"

was the outbreak of the civil war, whieh i
fur thirty long years rent the unhappy
kingdum. As Coligny on hearing of this |
massa.re, pondered in his bed by night
the awful Issue before him, he heard his |
wile 8u0blng by his aide. Sound your |
ooneclonce,” he sald, “are you prepared

auvt, and by a dedlsive victory he won
a full toleration for the long-persecuted
Huguenots. The perfldious Catherine
plicd her subtlest craft, and fawned and
smiled, and *“murdered while she
smiled.” The young king seemed to
glve his full confidonce to Coligny. His
gister, the fair but frail AMargaret of
Valols, was given In marriage to the
young Protestant hero, Henry of Na-
vurre; and on the ove of tho

BLACKEST CRIME OF THK AGE

ali went merry as a marriage beil.”

The cautious fish have taken the bailt,”
oxulted the treacherous Medicls. The
nuptials of Navarre and Margarot of
Valols at length took place—on a great
scaffold in front of the even then vener-
able Notre Dame. Four da§ys Ilater,
August 22nd, e Coligny was returning
frum a visit to the king, a shot from a
window shattered his arm and cut of a
fluge:. The Kking and queen-mother
visited with much apparent sympsthy
the wounded Admiral, and disarmed his
noble pature of distrust. It was, he

SIEGE OF OLD PARIS,

to face oonfiscation, exiie¢, shame, naked-
ness, hunger, for sourself and chilidren,
and death at the hands of the headsman
after that of your husband 2 I give you
three weeks to decide.” ‘ They are gone
already,” the brave soul replied. *“ Do
not delay, or I myself will bear witness
against you before the bar of God.” He
cast in his lot and fortune with the per-
secuted religion and rude off next morn-

DOMESTIC BEREAVEMENTS

; one after snother now befell Coligny.

His two brothers—" His right and left
hand he s died, not without a sus-
picion of puison, and in swift succession,
his waile, his firsi-burn son, and his be-
loved daughter Rence, and his chateau
was miliaged. Stil he waged, though
®ah heavy heact, the unegual conflict
with his foes. At dMoncuntour a pistol
shot shattered his jaw, yet he kept his

saddie and bdrought off his army, al-
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thought, the prisate malice of the Gulses,
his implacable foes.

The arch-conspirators, the harpy Medi-
cls, Anjou and Guise fur the king was
rather the tool than a mover of the plot—
urged on the proparations for their

WICKED PLOT.

Uaonder the plea of protection the Hugue-
nots were lodged in one Quarter of the
.1y, around which was drawn a cordon
of Anjou’'s guards. The awful uve of
St. Bartholomew, August 24th, 1572, ar-
rived. The king sat late in the Louvyn,
pale, trombling, and agitated; hls un-
womaned mother urging him to give tho
eignal of death.

:
i

“ Craven,” she hissed, )

as the cold sweat broke out on his brow. |

" Begin, then,™ he cried, and a pistol shot

rang out on the still nfght alr.

wouid have recallied the signes, bot the
$ ROYAL TIGRESS"

reminded him It was too late, and, “even

He

| tragedy, with the {nscription

through the darkonss” and the torslp
of death was caught up and echoed from
belfry to belfry over thoe sleeping town
Then the narrow strcots becams filled
with armed men, shouting, * For God and
the king.” Tho chief of the aseassias,
the Duke of Guise, with threo hundred
soldlors, rushed to the lodgings of the
Admiral. Its doors wero forced. Colligny,
wakoful fvom his recent wound, had
heard the tumult and was at prayer with
his chuplain. “1 have long bien preo-
pared to dis,” sald the brave old man.
~ 8ave your Jives 1§ yoa can, you cannot
eag‘) mine. 1 commend .sy soul to
Go ”

‘%t Ar? 11500 coLioNY "

demanded Besme, & bravo of Gulse's,
bursting {n. “I am,” zafd the hero
soul. Then looking In the face of the
assassin, he sald calmly, “ Young nap,
syou should respect my gray hal s, but
work your wlll, you abridge my life byt
a fow short daye” Besmoe plunged s
sword Into his broast, and the soldlert
rushing in despatched him with dag

gers. *Is it dono 1" demanded
Gulse, from tho court-yard Lelow.
“TIt ts done, my loFfd.” was the
answer and thes thre= the dead
body from the window to the
stone pavement By the fitful
light of 2 torch, Gulss wiped
the blood from the venerable
face. 1 know it he cried
Joyfully, ““it is he,' and he
spurned the dead body with his
foot, and ordered the hoary head
t, be smitten off, that the un-
soxed Medicls might gloat upon
ft in her boudolr. What became
ot it {s not known. One story
reports that it was sent, az an
acceptable present, to the Pope
of Romea; another, thet it took its
place with those of the mur-
dored Flemish mnobles, Egmont
and Horn, {n Philip's cabinet at
Madrid. The dishonoured body,
after belng dragged for two days
through the streets, was hung on
s glbbet. When the kizg came
to glut his revenge by gazing on
his victim, as the courtiers
shrank from the piteous object.
‘“¥ie,* he exclaimed In the
words of the monster Viteillus,
“the body of an enemy is always
a pleasant sight."

Through the narrow streets
rushed the midnight asszasing,
shouting, " Kill! killt Bloogd-
letting is good in August

DEATH TO THR HUGUERXOTS |

Let not ono escape.” The sgign
of peace, the holy cross, was
made the assassin’s badge of yo-
cognition. The Huguenot houges
were marked, and their inmates,
men and womesn, mafds and
matrons, old age and infancy,
were given up to indiscriminate
massacre. The queen mother and
the *“dames of honour” from
the palace windows foasted thelr
eycs on the ~cene of blood, and
the king himself, snatching an
arquebuse, shot down the
wretched suppliants who fled for
refuge to his merciless gates. For a
weok the carnival of death continued.
The streets ran red with blood  The
Scine was choked with corpses. Throuzh-

out the realm, at Meaux, Abpgers,
Bourges, Orieans, Lyons, Toulouse,
Ruuen, and many accther city sand

town, the scenes of slaughter werc re-
peated till France had immolated, In the
name of rellgion, 100,000 of her noblest
sons. Youpg Henry of Nasarre was
spared only by tho tesrs and prayers of
the king’s sister, his four-days’ bride.

ROME HEBLD HIGI JUBILKE

over thla deed of death. Cannon thun-
dered, organs pealed, and sacred cholrs
sang glory to the Lord of Hosts for this
signal Iavour vouchsafed bhis Holy
Church, and on consecrated medals was
perpetaated a memorizl of the damning
infamy forever. 1In tho Sistine Chapel
may still be seen Vesurl's pirture of the
“ Tontifex

Huguenots of Vassy were assembled one | though with the loss of six thousard , as they spoke the bell of St. Germain , Colignii necem probat ” the holy Poa-
Sunday morning for worship. The Dukel men, §tli bis bigh courage faitered i T'Auxerrois tolled bheavy and booming , tiff apprcves :he slzughter of Ooligny.*



