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P>ASSAGE OF THE DOURO.
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NEyER did tho inorning break more
beautifCul, than on the 1'2dî of Aay, 1809.
Hrige masses of fog-Iika vapour had
sticceeded to the starry cloudlcss niglit,
butt. one by onethoiy inoved onward to-

arsthc sca, disc losing, as the pas-
sed. lon-g tracts of lovely country, bath-
cd in a ricli golden gloiv. The broad
Douro, with its transparent current,
sýhono ont like a bright coloured ribbon,
incandering through the deep garaient
of green; the darkly shadlowcd mnoun-
tains, wvhich, closed tlic background,
loonieci cven ,age thian flicy were;-
whilc flîeir suimîts were tipped wiflî
dt ycllow glory of tho morming. The
air wras calm and stili, and tho very
sinoke tlîat arose fromn the peasant's cot.
labourad as it nscended through the pc-r-
fumad air, and, save the rîpple of f.lc
stc-arn, ail %ras silent as the grave.

T1he squaclrons of the 14th, uith
wvhich 1 -%,as. had dii-ergcdifromt lic road
besido the river, and to obtain a shorter
pui. had enterad the skirts of a dark
pine ivood: our pace irasza sharp one,
an orderly liad been alrcady dispa.tchcd
te hasc-n our arrivai, and wve presscd 011

nt a Drisk trot Ini lc-ss ihan un heur
ive reached the verge of the wood, and.,
as we rode out upon the plain, îvhaî. a
scpc-tcle met our Cyes. Bcfore us, iii

a arî aly earated fromn the ri-'
ver by a narrow ridgc, ivere picketcdl
thrce caimI-y regfiîents ; iheir noise-
loss qestures and perfect bclles i-
spn. king, ut once, t.hat they werc intend-
el fur a surprise pariy. Fardier clown
tue strearn, and upon the opposite side,
rose the massive towcrs and tal :spires
of Oporto. displaying- fromn fiir sui-
iiiLs the broadensigu, of France; white,
fiir as die eyc coula reacl;, fli broad
clark masses of troops rigbt bce ee;
tie iliecrva.ls betîiveeni ilicircýolumns gl it.
zPring ijî flic brighît cquipmlents 'Of
tUi-r caval ry, îvhosc sticl caps and
latnces- xvere -sparliun- in thesîonbeanis
The bivouac ires ivere stili snîoitldcr-
in« Pn iui arking %iber soinc Tnrt of

b2 arniy biat] açt:-zc fli nijgh; for. Car-

ly as it was, it .ras evident that their
position hiad been changc-d; and, even
ilowl flhe heavy niasses of clark infan-
try înight bc seen moving from place to
place, wvhile the long lino of the road
to Valonga vas înarked wiîh a vast
cloud of clust. The French drumn aud
fhlilglit infàntry bugle toid, froin time
to time, that orders were passing among
the troops; white th ý ghîtcering uniform
of a staff officer, as lie galloped, from.
thec town, bespoke the note of prepara-
tîon.

«Dismouîa. Steady -quieflv my
lads," said the Colonel, as het alighited
upon the grass. IlLet dile niezu bave
their breakfast."ý

The litÉe aiphilheatre ive occupied,
bld us entirely from ail observation on
die piart of the enemy, but cqually se
exçcluded us from percîving theirmove-
nionts. It rnay readily be supposed,
ilien, ivith wvhat impatience weiwaited
litre, wvhite tie dia and clang>ur of the
French force, as they marched and
coutitermarchel s0 nmrS us, ivere clear-
ly audible! The orders were, how-
oeves, strict that noue sheuld approach
thec bank of tixe 'rives, andi we lay
anxiously awaitbitrthc moment whc-a
ibis inacîivity should1 cease. Morethan
one orderly hiadci rrived .-imong us, bear-
ing clispatches frorn head-quarters; but
w'lere Our main bywsor îvhat the
nature ofihe ordler. neone Ccoultiguecas.
As for nie, iny excitement .,as atits
heiglàt., mmd 1 could flot speak, for the
vcry tension of uxy nerves Txe ofui-
cers ztood in huits groups of îwo and
thrcc, wliispering anxiously togelher;
but ail I could collect v'asi fixai Soult
bac! alircady begali lus retraint upon
Aînaaican d £-.nIhaîwithîlîcbroa.dstrcani
of the Douro biur-n bc h dcfied ous
purSUiL

. IVchi. Cliarlcy," =tid Poires, lay.
ing isq band upon nîy shoulder, thie
French liavetnvcîm us the slip ihis mime:
mhey are alrcedy iii marci. and, even if
xidared force a' pgassage, iii tue fac of
sucîx an cennv it sceras âtr-e is flot at
bout to be folint~ I 1v juiseen Ham-
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