2

THE CANADIAN EVANGELIST.

[ \vovar 1at, 1891,

The Last Testament.

e——

ADVANCE SIRETS OF TIE ORBAT CONIRO-
VERSY DY ASHLEY 8 JONN3ON, LL.D,
KIMDERLIN LELGIYA, TENN,

———

Cuarrer XIIIL
JOONOCLASE.

s And such trust Lave wa thromgl Christ
1 ‘jod ward Dot that wo are sallicient of
out. elves to think ansthlipg as of oureelves ;
bot our sufietency (s of God ; who, alao, bath
made ue abls minlstersof the new testament;
not of the letter, Lut of the spict - for the
letter Xllloth, bub the splelt giveth life,"~2
Cor. fli 4.0,

 And for this eauso Lo {a the waodiator of
the new testament, that by mesns of dealk,
for the redemglion of tho transgeeasions that
were under the frst teatsment, they which
are called might receive tho promiso of eter-
psl {pbetitance ; for where A testament fr,
there must also, of necessity, be tho daath of
the testator, For a testament Is of loree
after men are dead ; otherwise It is of Do
sttepgtl at o1l while the testator Uweth.”
=—1ob. Ix. 1517,

I appear again Lefore this convon.
tion for tho purpose of breaking idols.
When I survoy tho vast assomblago
beforo me, and my car calchos tho
echo of the confusion that oxiste
throughout tho world, my indiguation
rises, and I feel that tho timo Las
como to Lreak 1l tho idols worshipped
by the peoplo of God, bury thom by
tho.wayaido, aud then march on with
the triumphant hosts fo tho conquost
of the world, The groat ido), the
father of all the smaller ouce, is com-
pouuded of equal parts of the law of
Moses, human tradition, aud tho gos.
pol of Christ. It is genorally ' called
tho identity of tho two covonants,”
but tho namo is chauged avd veried
according to tho tewplo in which it is
worshipped, and the bigh-prizst who
presides over the Liomago that ia paid
toit. Itisau easy task to Lreak this
idol  Paul speaks in unmistakable
terms of the two covenants (Gal, iv.
21), aud oo process of logie or ecoloti
astical logerdemain cao mako thom
onol Ho alsp declares that the first
Las boon abolithed or done away (2
Cor. iti. 1.8 ; Heb, viii. 1-18), and no
power in tho universo can bring it
back into forco !  Where now are the
acattored fragments ol your beloved
idol 2 Eoho, borno upon the cold aund
pulacless wind, answezs, ** Whero?”

It being sottled by inconteatablo tes.
timony that thero is only ono covenant
or testanient in existenco, and that it
is 8 new covouant, wo can proceed to
tho ezamination of it. Wo may legit-
imately ask, Who is the author of this
testament ? What does it ombraco?
When, aud where, did it begin ?

Boforo procecding to answer thoso
questione, I propaso to ecitlo another
important point. Itisthis: Whatis
the meanivg of tho word teatament,
or covenant ? Many poople speak of
the Now Testament without compro.
hending what it ts, or what it offcrs.
A testament is simply a will; tho
words will and testament may bo used
interchapgeably. This iz easy enough
for any one¢ {0 understand. Tho New
Teatament is, thorefore, the will of God
concerning men.  You will notico that
Taul declarea that in order {0 enforce
the provisions of a will, or testamont,
the death of tho testator wust Lo
brought in or declaved. Thoro aro
somo posuliarities about wills or testa.
mouts with which all {otelligont per.
sons aro familiar, It is o fact that
I wish to state with all possible om-
hasis, that overy important charae
toristic of & bhuman will or tostament
may also bo scen in the divine will,
God adapts himsell to us, and speaks
to us in languago suited to our com-
probension, Thoro are wany things
weo know concerniug feslamonts, tesia.
tore, aud administrators, for they tonch
us in ovary-day business lfe. Ounr
constitution, onr [awa, and our customs
unito in guarantocing to overy man
tho right to make a will or testameut,
aad thus determine what thall Lo dono
with his earthly possostions after bio
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! shall havo gono to the grave. Thoy

guatantco to him tho incontostablo
and inalionablo right to begin at the
ago of twanty.ono and moke as many
wills or testaments as his fancy or
judgment may suggest, Thoy guarati
teo to him, in apite of this, tho right
to uso his possessions ns he pleases
aftor making his will. They guaran.
tea bim tho right to make any changes
in his will or to supplemont it in suy
way ho choosos. 'Tlioy guarantee to
bim tho right to make bis will con.
ditional or uncouditional. Thoy do-
cree that a lestamont cannot bo en-
forced until the death of the" porson
who makes it, and that after this only
can it bo probated and oxcouted ac
cording to his desire, They further
guarauteo tha* mo power ¢au mako
auy changes in a will aftor the death
of its authior. If he places conditions
belween tho legacy and the legaioe,
no carthly power can logitimatoly ro.
movo thom. [If Lo does not place con-
ditions iu his will, no cartuly power
can legally introduco thom and requiro
eubmission to thom, You know theso
atatomonts to bo truo in tho aflaits of
this lifo. \Why 1aay thoy not bo truo
in reforonco to tho things that pertain
to tho lifo boyond tho grave 2 1Itia a
fact that you caunot and will not do-
ny, that a testament may be changed
repeatealy during lifo. Noithor can
you dony that after doath it mamst
stand without chauge, supploment, or
ameéndmont, and must bo cxcouted {o
the lettor.

In order to make a testamont that
will otand in law ceriain things are
absolntely necessary, I will namo
thom : (1) The testator must bo of
proper ago; (2) o must bo iu hie
right mind ; (8) 1o must havo some.
thing togive; (1) e must bo oxplicit,
leaving uo room for doubt, making it
couditional or unconditional as bis do-
sifo ‘may dictato ; {5) Théro must bo
competent witnosses ; (U) It musi be
adwitted to probato; (7) If thore aro
conditions thoy must bo peclorcod in
the preciso manner required. A por.
son of improper ago cannot mako a
will or testoment. A person of an un-.
sound mind cannot make a will or
tostamoat. A lestamont withont a
considoration is not worth tho paper
on which it is written. A will that js
obscuro cannot staud the fire of antag.

cated. A will without a sofficient
pamber of competent wilnesses is null
and void. A testament is peophotio ;
it rolates to what shall bo after tho
death of tho person makiog it. Ho
can theroforo, at pleasure, mako
changes in it, or mako gifts ontirely
indopoudent of it, or, if he cloosos,
mako an entiroly new one. Tho right
to mako gilts independont of the will
lasts until doath, but the moment tho
teatator dies tho will is forover scaled,
and must thorefore stand, A will can-
not bo probated without witnosses,
and whon once probated it caunot be
changed or abolishod ; it must siand
forovor! All theso things aro trno in
roforonce to tho testamonts of men.
Thoy are equally truo in reforcnco to
tho toslament of our Lord and Savior
Josus Gbrist.

I sffirmed that n testamont wmust
stand, altoe tho tostator’s doath, just
a8 it is written, and that if thero are
conditions added to its provieions thoy
must bo porformed without addition or
subtraction, Allow mo 10 illustrato:
I own ton acros of land.  Law says it
is mino. Custom eays it is mine, I
havo tho power fo confro! it during
my natural lifo, and also to say to
whom it ahall go at wy death. I sit
down iu the prosence of competont
witnesaes to writo my will. I have
the power t) maks it condilional or
unconditional. I ehicoso to make it

econditional. I decide what the con-

onism, and (bereforo caunot bo oxe-|
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ditious ghall be: (1) A wiro fonce eix
feot high on tho north side; (2) An
iron ploker foueo six fost high on the
west sidn; (3) Ao oak plank fonco six
foet bigh on thosouth eide ; a common
rall fenco six fect high on tho east
sido; (b) At the completion of the
fenco according to the speaifications,
tho legateo is to tako possession, and
it is specifiod that Lo ehalt have, own,
and control tho land as loug as he
keepa the fenco in good repair and tho
land in a good stale of cultivation.
Now who will affieme that tho legateo
can bo drought into tho possession
and cuntre' of the land without the
oxact porformanco of tho conditions ?
Who will allicm that Lo conld complots
threo sidos of tho fonco according to
tho requirements, and then take pos-
session of tho land 2 Who will afiirm
that bo ¢on maintain his right to the
Jand witbout tho performanco of all
tho conditions lafd down in tho will
through his entiro lifo ?

It ia an ostablished faot that Josus,
wkilo making Ilis will, lived undor the
' firat covenant,” and that it continued
in forco untit tho ratification of tho
row tostamont by Ilis death on the
croas (Col. il. 11-11; Ileb. viii. 1.18).

Jesug was of praper age to mako a
testamont (Luko iii. 28). Ho also
Lad the power to do whataver Ho
desired (Jobn =x. 17, 18). Did Mo
bavo anything to give? Il so, what ?
Did be bavo cuough to meet the wants
of all mon in all ages? Let Ilim
epeak for Himself: ¢ Even as tho
Son of Man came not lo be ministered
unto, but to minister, and to give his
lifo & ravsom for many” (Matt xx.
28).  Again, “ dud yo will not come
to moe, that yo might have life" (John
v. 40). “Tho thief comoth not, but
fcr to steal, and to kill, and to dostroy:
I am como that thoy might Lave life,
and that thoy m'(gl:l byyo it more
abundantly » (Joko' x*‘10), * Ho camof
with tho richos of hoaven to tho poor
and veedy of carth., Hear the trinmph.-
ant rofrain of the groat apostlo of tho
Gontiles; “For yo know tho grace
of our Lord Josus Clirist, that, though
Ho was tieh, yot for your sakes Ho be-
¢amo poor, that yo through Ifis poverty
might be rich ” (2 Cor. viii. 0}, Iear
Him again: **This is o faith{ul say-
ing, aud worthy of all acceptation, tho
Clrist Josus camo into the world to
savo sinners ; of whom I am chief” (1
Tiw. i, 16). Jesus ClLrist brought
these things for you; thoy aro incor.
porated in Iis will; Ho calls on you
to accopt and porform the conditions
to.day ; will you do it? He is plain,
full and explicit in Ilis requiroments,
and thero is absclutsly no oxeuso.
Thoro wero competont witnessos to tho
will or téstament of Josus Christ.
Both thoe Old and Now rocords uuite
in declaring that the testimony of two
or three wilnesses is suflicient to
cstablish any quostion of fact (Deut,
xvil. 6; 2 Cor, xill. 1). Jesus, the
Christ, camo as tho last, yea, the final
romedy for siu ; hencs, in order to mako
His tostimony ovorwholraingly eone
vincomg, Uo chiose twelvo competont
witnes.es (Matt, x. 1.15). IHoar Hhs
word concarning them: * Yo have
not chosen mo, but I have chosen
you, and ordained you, that yo should
go aud bring fouih fruit, and that your
fruit should remain; thal whatsoover
yo shall ask of tho Fathor in My nawo,
ho wey give it you ” (John xv. 16).
Again: “Asthou hast sont mo iuto
the world, oven so bave I also sont
thom into the world" (John xvii. 18)
After Iis resurrection Ho said to them,
aftor havieg given thorm their commis-
sion: ‘*Aud yo aro witnessesof thoso
things” (Luko xxiv. 15+18). On tho
dsy of Pentecost, after Liaving preachied
to the people, they trinmphautly
proclaimod : " This Jesus ‘wxth God
raiscdup, wheeeof wo aro all wiviesses™
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porel, Petor declared that God had:
raiced up Jesus: ' Whereo! we are
witnesses” (Aole iif. 15). [Itisa fact
that caonot bo successfully contra.
dicted that after the death of tho tes-
tator overything depends on the
witnosses. Human law recognizes
this universally, Jesus also recog:
nized it. Ho called the twolva Apostles,
Ho taught thom duriug His entire hfe,
Thoy knaw His will. Thoy knew His
wauner of life, but Ilo did not loave
them alono. He sent power of God
upon thein that they might bo iuspired,
illuminated, taught, until it was abso-
lutely impossible for thom to mako s
mistake, Thoir words were truly,
undoniably, incontestably tho words of
QGod, of Ohrist, of the Iloly Spintt
Who will deny it ¢ Who will dare to
tread so closo to the great loving heart
of Divinity and oven doubt or question?
Away with your doubte! Away with
sour qucstions! Away with the
crumbling remains of your idolu! God
hae apoken, Jaans Clirist, tho Groat
Testator, hae spoken, tho witnesses
havo syoken, lot humaukind liston,
boliove and oboy! Do you call for
proof ? Lislen: ®“For it is not ye
that apeak but the Spirit ot your Father
which speakoth in you® (Matt. x, 20),
Again: But the Comforter, which
is tho Holy Spirit, whom the Father
will gond in my name, he shall teach
you all thiogs, and bring all thingato
your remembrance, whatsoever 1
have said unto you " (John xiv. 20),
Again: “ But when the Comforter ia
come, whom I will send unto you from
tho Fathor, evon tho Spirit of truth
whioh procoodoth from tho Father,
Ho shall tostify of mo: aud yo also
shall bogr witnoas, Lezause yo havo
bson with Me from tho beginning"
(John zv. 26, 27). Agnin: “ But yo
shall recoivo ,power, after that the
oly Spizit is tomo upon you : and ye
shall bo witnessos unto Me, Loth in
Jerusalom, and in all Jodea, and in
Samaria, and unto the uttermost part
of tho oarth ” (Acts i 8). Again:
" And they wore all filled with the
Holy Spirit, and began to spoak with
othor tongues, as the Spirit gave them
utleranco ” (Acfs ii. £). In the face
of this testimony who will afliem that
tho twelvo wilnesses made nny mis-
takes ? Who will aflirm that thoey
failod to uphold tho provisious of the
will or tostament of Josus Chriat ?
Who will aflicm that it is eafo to dis.
regand thair tostimony and scok clse.
whoro for the way of salvalion ? Did
Josus put conditions in His will 2 It
not, aud God is no reepecter of porsons,
itis & decroo anc not a willl Ifit
has no conditions, what unecossity was
there for tho Apostles 2 If thero woro
no conditiczy, what necocsily was
thoro for the Ohurch ? Ip order to
settlo the matler beyond dispute I
appeal to tho record: Lot the Mastor
speak : * Not ovory one that saith
uato Mo ; Lord, Lord, slall ontor in-
to tho kingdom of hieaven ; but hothat
doeth tho will of my Father which is
in boaven ¥ (Matt. vii. 21). Hear the
Apostlo Poter: “Of a truthh 1 por.
ctive that God iz uo rosposter of
persons : bot in evory nation ho that
fearcth Hiw, and workelh righteous.
ness, is accoptod with IRim " (Acts x,
81, 85). Hoar the Apostlo Paul:
“ Though ho woro a Son, yet loarned
bo obedionco by the things which ko
suffered ; and being made perfect, bo
becamo tho author of ctornal salvation
unto all them that oboy him ” (Iob, v.
8§ 9) Iear tho Apostlo Jobn,
" Bleased are they that do His com.
maudmeonts, that they may have right
to tho treo of lifo, and may cuter in
thirough Lhe gatos into the city ™ (Rov.
xxii. 14).  This settles, sottles for.
ovor, tho guostion of conditions in the

will of Christ, No man can deny it

(Acts il 1-32). Again at Solomon‘al without donying the plain and une.

quivocal statoments of the record.
\vhat wero the conditions? This
1e gu imporiant question. [Indeed, it
traneccnds all others, and, whon com.
parod to i, they aro as notking, Be-
foro proceeding with the answer I wish
to eubmit a fow preliminary cousidera.
tions that will assict in proporly nodar.
standing it, Returning to our fonco
illustration, I romark that many dif.
forent parts or picces onter into tho
different sides, and 1mauy dotails enter
into it in order to itz complotion ao.
cording to the speerfications, but when
it is comploted, it, in hrief, compyo-
Lionds the four sides uesignated. It is
go with the plan of redomption devel
opod in tho teatamont of Jesus Christ.
Mauoy things entor into it: tho good.
ness aud lovo of God, tho gift of Josus
Chirist, preaching, pomitoucs, thoe fear
of puaislunent ; yol it can &Ml bo sue-
cessfully sumui+d up in four conditiona,
What are thoy ? Lot the Bible an-
swer. What is the first condition ?
' I aid, thereforo, unto you, that yo
shall die in your sins: forif yo belisve
not that I 4w ho, ye ghall dio tn’ your
sing” (John viil. 21.21), What is
the sccond condition? ¢ Excopt yo
ropont, yo shall all likowise perish’
(Luke <iii, 1.5). What is tho third
condition ? “Whosoover, thorefore,
shall confess mo before men, him will
I confess also before 1ny Fatlior whioh
is in heavon. DBut whosoovor shall
deny mo before men, him will I also
deny beforo my IPather which is in hoa-
ven” (Matt. x. 82.83). What is the
fourth condition ? * Josus answerod,
Veorily, verily, I say unto theo, Except
a man be born of wator aud of tho
spirit, Lo canuot enler into tho king.
dom of God” {John iii. 5). Who is
tho author of theso statomouts?
Jesus tho QObriet.  Who wore tho wit-
nesees that Elo mado thom? Tho
twelvo apostles.  Where aro thoy
found 2 In tho will or teatamont of
tho Son of God. Ts one ¢ mndition
more important than anothir? Isono

another?  \Whero is. the man who
will affirm it 2 Briog him out, I want
to look him in thoe face.

When did Jesus Christ make His
will? During His life on earth Ha bo-
gan with His mioistry and continued
unto His doath. Luring His publie
winistry ITe dispensed rich gifts, as Ho
clearly had a right to do. Ho also im.
posod sueh conditions as the immedi.
nto circumsiancos raquired. He 2aid
to the impotont man : * Risc, take vp
thy bod aud walk ” (Joha v. 1.8). o
said to the man eick of tho paley:
' Son, be of good chcer ; thy sius Lo
forgiven thoe” (Malt. ix. 1, 2). He
said to tho sinful woman : “ Thy faith
hath saved theo; go in peaco ” (Luke
vii. 36 50)., 1o ssid to the penitent
thiof on tho eross : To.day shalt thou
Lo with mo iu paradiso ** (Luko xxiii.
39-48). Who will aflirm that thoso
incidonts are procedents for us, stoing
thoy were never so used by the
Apostles 2 Who will afiem that Josus
intendod to havo us consider theso as
oxamples of convorsion racorded for
our guidanco ? Il I bogiu to write my
will to-day, and continue lo wrilo for
threo yoars, I will have & perfeet right
to mako any gilts that I desize to
make, and this would form no prece-
dont for my oxocutors to bestow simi-
lar gifts undor similar circumstancos,

What the testator does Liweelf and
what ho dircots lus oxocutors to Jo
aro absolutoly aud unalterably differ-
cut.  Wo must not appoat simply to
what Jesus did, but what bo comman.
ded tho witnesses to do. Tho testator
porsoually controls overything until
his death, Tho moment ho expites
bis persoual acts sk iote insignifi-
cance, aud tho ozovators must doal

only with what is exprossod as Lis

side of the fenco more ithportant than .
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