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GLORY BE' T'O TIIE OS'- I>RIiCIOULs V-lO)D ! 7r

LITTLE X'OLFF'S WOODEN SI-OES.
A c/iris/nias S/ori, jôr M/e ch r.

Snce upon a tirne,--suchi a long tirne ago thiat evervone(Jhas forgotten the date,-in a village in the northi of
Europe*-thie name of whlichi iF so difficuit to pronoun-

ce that nobody remenîbers it-there wvas a littie boy, seven
years of age, namned Wolff.

He wvas an orphan, his father and niotler both were
dead, and lie lived witli an old aunit, a hiard-natured, ava-
riclous p-rson, wvlo neyer enibraced lier nephew, except
on New Year's Day, and wl-ho sighled with regret eachi
time tlîat she gave lîini a bowl of soup.

But the good child wvas îîaturally, so good liearted
that lie loved the old lady aIl the sanie, altliough lie lîad a
,great fear of lier and could flot, witlîout trenîblingr, look
at the bigy wart on the end of lier nose, ornarnented wvith
four grey liairs.

Now, it w'as kniown to aIl the village tliat this old
lady owned a fine house upon the street, and possessed anl
old w'oollen stoekingr full of gold. Th'lerefore, shie dared
not send lier neplîew to the poor-school, but resorted to
sucli nîeaziness to obtain a reduction of thîe fées to the
Cou ntry,-Scliool-Mlaster, whiose sclîool little Wolff attend-
*ed, tlîat tliis unwvortliv pedagyogue, aslianied of a pupil
whio paid so little and wvas so badly clothied, frequently
punislîed the poor clîild, vesunjustly miade hini wear the
clunce's cap aîîd placard uponm lis back, and even excited
]lis scliool-fellows to tormneît inii ; for the othier boys
w'vere ail of ther n sO of well-off citizeuîs, and took delighrlt
iii niakingr a laugcliing--stock of thie poor little orplîani.
Thîis poor unfortunate chiild %vas thorouglîlv unliappy and
w"as wont to hiide in the corners to wveep over ]lis loneli, sad
lot. However the jovous Christmîas tinue wvas îîear at hand.

On Chiristnîas Eve, thîe Sclîoolnîaster w~as to, conduct
ail lus pupils to M.Nidiglît Mass aîud duen take tlienu to
tlicir hionmes. Now~, as thie wiîîter of tlîat v'car was u:iusu-
aly severe, and, for several days previous to Chîristmuas,.
a gYreat quantitv' of sIîow liad falleii, the schiolars arrived
-well--tvrapped up and iîuffled ini fur-Iinied overcoats,. tlîeir
fuîr caps pulled down over tlîeir cars, warmn gloves and


