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NOTICE.

st

Awv the back numbers of the Reanzr are now
in print, and we shall be happy to forward them
to apy subscribers who may nced them to make
up their sets.

Axy person getting up a Club of five will be
entitled to a freo copy of the READER, during the
existenco of tho Club ; andf a yearly Clubot ten,
to o free copy of tho paper, and & handsomely
bound copy (two volumcs{ of Garneau’s History
of Canada, which is published at $3.00 by R.
Worthiuygwon, Publisher and Bookscller, next
door to Pest Oftice, Montreal.

THE WAR OF COLOUR.

O et

HE insurrection in Jamaica is one more misfor-
tuncbefullen to the unfortunate Africanrace,

The Negro is not by nature a cruel being, neither
is the gentle and ctfeminate nativo of Beagal, or
even of Qude, but tho atrocities committed in the
insurrection in 8t. Domingo, and in the Sepoy
rebellion in India, would lead us to a different
cone. ssion, How then are we to account for the
cruelties which disgraced these and similar out-
breaks, amongst others, that which has just oo-
curred in Jamaica? e attributo them to the
war of colour whach heg existed from the earliest
ages of which we have any kuowledge, and
which wo fear wall cominuo to exist, in spite of
ail that Christiaunity, piosophy, nnd civilization
can do to suppress it. The Hindoo, though fana-
tcally attached to his own religion, though he
will not intermarry, nor eat, nor drink, nor bo
buricd with thoso of a different faith, is gencrally
the reverse of intolerant in dealing with tho reli-
gion of his neighbour, however antagonisticto his
own peculiar crecd. It was not o hatred of
Christiapity that indaced tho Sepoys to the
massacro and torturo of women and childrer. It
was thocolourof their victims that they detested,
and not thoir belief. Wo find this feeling preva-~
lent everywhero, in Indis, in Africa, and oa this
continent; and wo guspect that the more rofined
the sotiety, the moro bitter tho conflict of colour.
In tho cagerness of our philaathropy, in tho
prido of ~ur philosophy, wo must not hide this
important fact from ourselves. Wo sy reason
against it, wo may denounco it as foolish and
unworthy ; but there it is. Few educated men

would ecxtend their benevolence, or brotherly
charity, so far s to givo their daughters and
sisters in marringe to a black man. All that the
best of us can do is to bo just to him, but there
i9 & barrier between him and us which must
keep us for ever asunder in our domestic and
family relations.  Nor is the repugnance on our
sido alone. Tho whito man i3 an object of
horror to the black man, until he becomes ac-
customed tu the sight. When Mungo Park was
travelling in Africa, tho women and children coa-
sidered him such a disgustln%object, that they
closed their oyes as he passed by, and avoided
him as somet{ing monstrons and horrible. In
tho African imagination thedevilis palated white,
and when the Kuropeans first visited Hindostan
they wero believed to be men without skins,
abortionswhom nature had put forth in an unfin-
ished and unseemly garb. We do no good to
tho Negro by ignoring theso trutbs, and it is a
falso humanity which overlooks them. In the
United States the Negro quesiion is surrounded
with difficulties, and there bas been moch un-
sound sentiment uttercd on tho subject both by
Eunglish and Armerican philanthropists. That
slavery is the worst of human erils requires no
other argument than that to be drawn from the
fact that it necessarily involves tho utter degra-
dation of thoslave. Knowledge is power, and
that power must be withheld from him,or ho pe-
comes dangerous. At the period of negro emaa-
cipation in the British West Indies, the population
of the Islandof Antigua consistcd of 30,000 blacks,
and about 300 whites. Had tho i:rlacka the
strength conferred by knowledge, they could have
thrown theirwhite mastersinto the sea;but though
well treated as mero animals, they were kep? in
a brutal state of ignorance, and in all bat some
of tho outward signs of civilization were as tho-
rongh savages as their forefathers werc when
brought from Africa geveral genorations before,

That the United Statea Government, and the
peoplo of the North, aro anxious to do justico to
the large Negro populationof the country, cannot
be denied. Tho moment that the black man ceased
to be a slave, he became s free citizen of the Union,
and his rights as such are fully defined in the
Constitution. It i3 an outrage against principle
to abridgo these rights; stiil an educational test
might even bo made a benefit to the negro him-
self; and would perhaps be less objectionable
than & property qualification, differing from that
of higwhite fellow citizen. We do not think that
the Northern sections of the countznnm a3 much
interested in this question, regarding it froma
material point of view, as the South. The Negro
i3 n product of the tropics, and ho is out of his
place in acold climate. Gradually, therefore, the
thuusands who, while slavery prevailed, sought
rcfago in Canada and the Northern States, will
migrate southward to their own beneSt, and that
of the places they leave. Wo are awaro that our
plain speech may sound offensivo to some persons
for whom wo entertain tho highest respect, bot
we cagnot help that; ¢ thoe truth is always the
truth? By tho way, thero is onoe fallacy in con-
nectinn with this subject which bag obtained very
wide belief. 1t is asserted that the institution of
slavery 13 averso to intellectual devclopment,
even on the part of slaveholders. Experience is
opposed to this view of the case. When the
Greek teagedies were written, when the wonders
o{ Grecian art wero produced, Athens overflowed
with a slave population. Cicero tells us that in
travelling over Italy, one encountered everywhero
no other inhabitant than the patrician masters
and their serfs, yet tho Romans of that ago wero
unequalied perhapsin the annals of the world for
talents and genius. A delestation of slavery ought
not to render us blind o the truths and Iessons
of history.

REVIEWS.

Books for review should bo farwarded, as s00on a8
Publishied, to tho Editor, SATORD: ¥ READER.
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Marte Lesves. o Buiget of Legendary, isto-
tical, Critical, nnd Sporting Intelligence. By
J. M. Lemuine, Esy. Quebec : Holliwell &
Alczander.  Prntalfor the Autlior by Hunter,
Roso & Co. Duawsun Brothers, «Montreal,
Serfes 1-2-3.

Mr. J. M. Lemoine hag carned for himself an
honourable name in Canadian literature. Ils
“Maple Leaves,” especially, afford some hours of
most pleasant reading to all who tako an interest
in tho history, the traditions, the legends, the
scenery, the eports, tho ¢ good old times” of the
country, under French 23 well as English
rule.  Although even intensely patriotic, his
work, now under consideratiop, is marked with
the liberality characteristic of the truo lover of
letters, and which is as creditable to him as the
research, tasto and knowledge displayed in theso
debghtful volames. With duo respect for Mr.
Garneau, and others, to whom e are anxious to
gward il praise, wo think that the history of
Cauada has yet to bo written; and, from tha
specimens be has presented to us, we should b.
pleased that Mr. Lemoino should undertake the
task, which wo are suse would bo to him a labonr
of love. The history of New Francs might be
mado as entertainiug as Prescott’s Conquest of
Mexico; for the adventures of Cortes and his
bardy band of Conquistadors are scarcely more
extraordinary than those of tho first discoverers
of Canada, their contests with tho savages, their
Journeys in trackless forests, the devotion and
martyrdom of the Jesuit fathers, the struggle for
empiro with the English colonistg, the Dutely, and
others; while the land opened gradually before
them, from the St. Lawrenco to tho Mississippi,
and tho far off Arctio regions. There was no
lack of great men on the scenp which opened
with Jacqued Cartier and Chargplain, and closed
with Mon{calm. Tho history of all new coun-
tries is but the biograpby of tho chief actors in
its conquest or seitlement, and Mr. Prescott
discovered that truth before he wrote his Con-

uest of Mexico. With this rulo ag bis guide,
tho Canadian historian might produce a work
equally Interesting ; and wo repeat tho wish that
Mr. Lemoine may be the fortunato man. In the
meantime, we congratulato hum, and his readers
too, on the successfal treatmentof detailing por-
tions of the subject in tho volumes before us,
though this isonly a part of their merit.

Oor Ncroar Friexo., Iy Charles Dickens.
WithIilustmativns. New York: Harper Brus.
Dawson Brothers, Montreal.

Dickens' last tale, ©* Our Matual Friend,” has
como to us in book form, anda welcomo offering
itis. We do not know if this novel can be justly
ranked among Mr. Dickens' great works of the
first decade of his cereer as an author; but itis
undoubtedly the most extraordinary that ever
issued from his pen. Tho new characters intro-
duced in every chapter and page, tho charac-
tenstics of cach so distinct and different, aro a
marvel of ardstic skill; while the grotesqoe
humour in which he and they absolately revel,
havo no parallel, so far as our knowledgo ex-
tends, in tho works of any writer of any age,
with tho cxcejtion of thoso of Rabelais. Pope
speaks of his fr.end Strift as equally excellent:

Whethar ho wesrs Cervantes' sorions air,
Orlaughs with Rabelais 10 bis casy chair.

But the sardonic Dean of St. Patrick’s had little

in common with tho great Frenchh humor+ist be



