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sud began the dascant on tho othser aide, witi Jebet Abu
Tausbesnei on caur lef t, and Jebai Abu Jerus on or niglit.

We zew fairiy entercul the plain Er tliah, or \Viidcrncss
cf Sinaï, snd had, very scea, riding on in a scutis.eateriy
direction, tise whcle Sinaitie inounitains groupeti befere anti
about ils. WVa were ent ering theis- very hecart, the aecret

place cf tle M"ost ligh. A isa ti f us, w ith its c ean cut,
Ferpnicarrn rising pluusb freint the plain at its farthcst
end, was Rilasf ýufsafeb, and the ncw.-concedcd. Moiintain oif
the Law, tise truce Mount Sinai ; and arounci, at a respectfssl
distance, loomed rip Jebei Shubshaht, Jabel Sona, Jebel aI
Pair, andi other iofty peaka, standing as mute seatineis
arounti the 'Mount cf God.

As we advanced, the plain grew broader andi aroother.
Ttaaching its water-shad, Midway, we feund that it descendi
graduaiiy frein titis peint tilt it breaks squareiy againat the
foot cf Snfsafah, fauhiag just cncugh in its course te make it
oue cf tise grandeat audience floors that couiti Dossibiy bc
condrsuctad. According te MNr. Palmer, fruin the-water.shed
te tuse hase cf Rtas Sufsafeh twro raillions cf people cati ha
accommodata i with standing reoin, allowing, by actual
survay, a square yard te each peraen.

WVe wvere now ail axcitemesst. E'ageriy pressing ferward,
our dromnedaries seeming te catch the iunspiration, we werc
cve.rawed by the realisation cf our msuet sanguine expectations.
When the silence was breken, it %vas simply te say, as with
oue voice, "~This is it!1" IlThis is the truc Sinai !" Oit
gaiuing tise ant. otf the plain we tuirneti up Wady eti Dair,
leaving Harun (bill of tbe Golden Caif) oe ur lait, andi passing
Jethros %V'ell (the burtal.ground of the Khediva's soldiars) on
our Irigit. About noon we raached, in the littie Wady
Shu'aib, the fanions Ceayant cf St. Catharine. liera a cluster
cf walied buildings nastles under the aides cf the mouatain,
Clin ing thora, a thing cf lufe, te the sterule rocks. It is the
cuiy approach te civilisation in the vaat wildemaess.

.Receiveti, as we entared, by a fat, geod.aaturad looking iay
brethar, wa wound about, thrcugh passage-ways and stair.
ways, tilt we reaciseti a verandah iooking teward the interior
cf the building, and were shown te tise recaption rment, fur-
nisheti with large divans, whcre onu cf the monka weicomed
us, and we wera at occ served with hot ccuffce.

The couvent belcaga te the Greek Chus-ch, sud was fcunded
by the Empaer Justinian A. D. 5327. It reched its highest
prcspenity in the year-4 when the cenventual aud anchorite
spirit rageti most vceanentiy. Siace thon, because cf its

gret soatonitba g aly declt in fvuntil for a
long tuen thaben regardcd asalo0 yyc t is Greek
Churcýh, te which refractory monka are sent for punisMent.

vestibule ts hrcuh larg wocen foligdos Tes-e is at
McW of ganita Co mus (ncw plasterad) on each aide of thea e; ý hr ar sie.itr aboya tha ig lurs fiTi s

blue grouind, ornarnented, with etaru ; the aidoasies arc hung
w*th pictures, Most of which. *Iestitute of ail menit exept

thei o ~. Thence wo entercd, t the roar and se-joiningto
chance , the chapcl, of the "I 3urning Bush." In imitation of
the action of Mo9ep, we wero Ail rcqucstcd to take off our
shocs. WVe were, indcd, according te tradition, treading on
lioly ground. On tbu exact spot whore tho bush stood t hres
lampa are kept biirning day and niglit.

In the nrninig we agai ripiiretl te the couvent for a
jaunit tn the mnountains. %Ve left it nt twenty minutes before
nino o'clock, ittider the epenrt of a lirothcr Jacnlbrip, for the
ascent cf Jebel Miusa. WVc took the u'stial p:stiî lying back of
the convent, whicli vwîn's tip the gorg~e betw-en Johai Musa
and Et Bircli. The Uouildcrs, for qiîsi a distance tip, have
bcen so plaecd as to formi a rudle stairway, which greatly
facilitates Uhe w*cent. Once fasuly in thie gorgc, the ciifIs risa
îuerpcnuliciîlarly ons botu uis the layers cf grnite lying
most y at an angle of 1.5 dcg. A lasrge i-pring c.f ice-cold water
is p.tscd, and tmien aIl aloug, for ais heur, a beautiful stream
gurgies and ulasiies thirosîgl the opieuîing rocks. About- hiaif.
way tir, a littie Ciiapel. cf tise Virgîn btands on tie left, arid.
turniîîg theuce ta tise riglit, a Ipr#tty arched gateway opens
througli the Polisi gyanite, and a littie faither ou strill another.
These %rare thse cýonfessîcual gatti', wiicre, in drsys gona by,
the nsonks raccivcd tihe confe.qsiuîii cf the pilgriuns as tiscy
asccîislcd. Tlicnce we cecrged c~n a amail plateau cf grcen,
where thera is a founitain, a gar(kn ivith a fewv fig-trecs, and
a tail cypreas. At the becat cf tîsîs plain is the Cliapel cf
Elijah and Elisha. 1Frcnt liera the peak cf Jebel Musa rose
distinctly iute vicw. cîîly a iiaif.ionr auway.

l'le sitarpcst climb is frcm the Chapel of Elijah andi Elîsha.
Weo ncw passcd several aprings, full cf icîcles, and &luc

patle,îes cf snew lying about in shcitercd places. The little
garden is the cniy aigni cf verdure, except a fcw tuits cf thin
grass. No trce or shrib, but utter barreneait, nicets the eye.
in wild confusion, rîscre and more the jagged granite ifte

?peu te the wcst. Mount Serbsi, with ita 1 itchfcrk suînmit,
is sen toeciitb up teward the sen, andi the deep depreasion
cf W~asy cs Sbcik awveepiiîg au-ay tcwards its base, with sand.
stone and dark porpîyritic tuise beyond. An awful stilîness
raigiàs arounid, except whlen eue cf cur companions speakai, or
singe, cr shionts. Up aîîd up) we go, tise rocki windîng,
twisting, shoetinig eut iu ail inner cf fcrmations as the labt
great convultion cf nature lcft them, ail batbcdê ini gicrieus
sunabine. My heart inu1uintarily ecdaims at each atep,
Horo it is where Mescs %%as alune m itli Cod ! Iero is an
aud ience.chamber cf Jcliovah's cwn makung, worthyycfthe
sublime prephet wluo %vas to Ppeak his mind te ail ages i

It was near noon when we reacbed the summit, se that we
bad been ttre heurs andi ton mnutes in accomplishinglthe
ascent. Thu Grcek Chapel cf th. Transtiguration crewns the
hiighcst peak. Lt is very old, ansd in a ferleorn condition. The
lighits, however, arc kept constantly burising ini it. Imme.
diately below the chape], the rock on which, it stands hau a
slight cave-luke appearance, ivith a crevicu inte wvbich, tradi-
tion says, Moses wsss placed whezs tise Lord God pasteed before
him aud proclaimed R-is naine. Tihe view front the flat roef
cf the chaîtel.is as perfect as the Positions C the surrounding
usiountains wvihl alw. This, its highest peint, iu, accerdiag
tu tise Britishs Orduance Survey, 7,3253 feet aboya the levei ('t
the sca at Akabah, wiie the higbcst pcak cf Mouint St.
Catharine, Peuth cf it, is S,536 faut.

Aiter lunch, we hasteneti northward,1 threugh sharp open.
ings and deep ravines iii the very heart cf the meuntain, tili
in about ene heur we came te another beautiful glen, where is
a saal chapel, a wileow tree (front which the northern peak
-Sufsafth-takcs its naine), a few other trees, and a amali
streani. Just overhead, springing frcn the rock likê a hingo
tower, is the Rias Sufsafeli-' Head cf tie %Wilhew." l'he
asctit te it wvas the steepest and most diflicult yet encount.
tered. On reaching the top cf tihe gorge 1 fouuîd that tisere
are reaiiy two heads, standing np distinctyfrom.,,each etiser.
Frein the deprassiors between thons a view of the plain cf Er
Rabah is first obtaisicd. Thore wa satili anethar climb before
the precise spot cf the giviag cf tise haw was reched.
l3rether Jacobus conducted us aroundinear the* top cf the leit
peak. IVa did net go up te thse very highest peint, but clam.
bereti eut eon the fartheat; projection overiooking the plain.

This the guide affirmed te ba the truc site where 2\oses
atocti wien, Ilon the third day in the mcrning, thora were
thundera and liglituinga, and a thick cieuti upen the meunit,
aud the voiceofe the trumpet txceediag loud ; se that aIl the


