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wander away on other seencs and suljects, duting the preacling, so that
they o not get a connected view of the subject presented ; others losc the
teain of thought by allowing themaclves to doze a pare of the time,  We
can not wonder that peeple are not profited by the word, it they do not give
close aud undwided attention duting the preaching.

4. Becanse they allow themsclves to hear for others, and thus tumn

the point of the sword in a wrony direction to e pierced by it.  ‘They
are 2o very charitable in giving away the precious truth, that they do
not tcc;.-ivc the portion intended for themselves, and of course are not
profited,
' 5. Deeause they do not come 1o the house of Godl with the expectas
tion aud deaire of bcing profited.  'Tliey du not peay that the L“R‘ would
go with them, and giva them gmcee to feed on the sincere wilk of the
word, that they tiny grow thereby,  “Ihiey visit the sanctuary from habit,
tather than from nuy definite desite to obtain beacfit.  ence as Bab-
bath afier Sabhath passcs, without its privileges imparting any biessing to
them, they are not dusppomted.

G. Decause they suller the mfluence of the preached worl to be
counteracted, and’ ellaced from therr mmda, before . haa time to tahe
toot.  On the way home from Chareh, or soon after reaching home, cone
versation on other sulyccts, ur other things chioke the word, and prevent
goud results.

7. Uccause the word is not preached with suflicient cleaencss and sim-
plicity, or with suflicient directness awd point.  ‘The awond, if drawn out
of the scabbard, is wrapped about wath sv many wreathe, that its poat
and edge are not felt,

8. Because the leager suffora his avtention 10 be more taken up with
the manner of the preacher, than with the word preached,  Tlusis apt 1o
b the case in heanng 4 good mnister, especially if hie have some
peculiarity of manner,

9. Decanse the word preached fa not mixed with faith in them that
hear it. “1'lis is & very comnion fauit,  ‘This Is what rained the Antedi-
lavians, and the sonsein-law of Lot, and the Tarachies in the wilder-
nese. 'This is what ruins all impenitent sinnere.—Ncto Yurk Lrangelist.

THE BIBLE.

The Bible indeed is no ordinary book, and must bo studied with no come
mon diligence, no dight reverence, aml no tnvial assistance ; but when
so studied it opens a ficld alike rich and ineshavstble, It comprises the
largest variety of watenals, with the closest unity of design, and the inost
majestic hatmony of propottion. Al tends to one purpose, all contees in
one object, the glory of Gaod, in the snalvation, the satncticanon, the per-
fection of his intelligeat creatures ; or, to speak all i one conprehienive
phease, the final union of all things in Chnst, and under Chrtst, as fleal
over ull things to the Church,  And be it observed, that throughout the
announcement of this vast design, no capacity, or taste, or disposition
of nan, is lcft without its nroper fuod, ity just excitement, aud its full
employment. But loly Scripture is not only or chivfly the instruction of
our souls—it is akso in a just, though limited ecuse; the very life of
our souls. * The words that I speak unto you,” eaid our divine Re-
deemer, “they are spitit, and they are hfe” Tt is by this truth that
we are to havo our hearts purified. ‘l is hy this incoreaptiblc sced that we
are to be born anew. It is by this heavenly nutriment that we are spiritu-
ally to increase in wisdom, and stature, and favour with God and maa.
Happy are they who have acquired a relishi for this food of angels! Happy
they who drink of thiis pure water of life, which proecedeth from the throne
of God and of the Lamb; and which, while it sofily floweth, maketh tk:e
wildetness as Eden, the desert as the gatden of the Lard!  T'o them
the sacred Scriptures arc indeed & refuge from the heat, a shelter fram the
sorm, & covert ina waste and weary laud ; affording a green pasture,
and those still waters of comfort, beside which we may be also led by
our ever-present and everswatchful Shepherd.— Lishop Jebb,

tlow asiacie Arg Tuvy Tanezvacres, O Loav ov Hosts !—God
is lfove: whercver he dwells, the ptace must be lovely.  Ihs taber.
nacles are the places where he meets his people, affording them the pleati-
ful supplica of all things necessary for theic soul’a growth in the kaow-
ledge of himself and Jesus Christ whom he hathecnt, whom to know
is eternal life: there he gracioisly reveals himsell unto his people, in
all the endearments of an  affcctionate Father In Christ Jesua, in all the
love of & God in covenaut with them in the eame Jesus.  Where God
manifests his presence, all must be amiable. His cloudy, fiery pillar
speaks his majesty’s glory, power, and love; his encmics ace ternified 3
his children, encouraged by him, put theic trust in him, glosy in him
as a just and holy God, as a God ol infinite love and amazing condezcen-
sion. What holy intercourse, what sweet communion, is carried on in
God's house of prayer with himsell and the redeemed by Christ, when
he condescends to draw ncar 1o them who are drawing nigh vato JJim s
when he regards their supplications, and restores comfoct to his mourners,
lifting up the light of his countenance upon them, aud causing their ficarts,
to leap for joy ! ‘Theconvinced sinucr comes and hearsjof divine love in
God's giviog hisSon for sinncrs and to sinners; and through the loving
operation of the Spirit, bis hieart is open to reccive the loving Saviour.
The struggling wayfaring Christian, ¢ncouraged by the same love of
Geod, is making continual upplication to Christ, because he is convineed
thatin him it pleased the Fatherall tulness should dwell. ‘The poor, mourn-
ing, grieving backeWder finds God tclling him he will keal his backstid-
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ingg, beeause ho hias loved N freely.  The sick and afilicted believer
tejuices in his nfhictions, whea he licara in the tabernacles of thy Joord
that his allictions are appointed of the Ued of love, and tohene of lug
fatherly affcctions.~£Kev. J. W, Pecra,

——

Pug Trx1s or Kanar—The goats of the cast ate commonly black,
and n species of cloth iamade from their sking haviog the same color,
“I'lhiis ia the atticle commenly uzed by the Arabs for covering their tente
T approaching Bethlehem from the ditection of the deecrt, 1 passed an
cticampmient of this people whose tents were nll made of this black cloth,
and which preseuted a stnking appearance, cspecinlly as vontrasted with
the white canvaze tents to which [ had been accustomed hitherto, and
which travellers o gencially employ in that couutty. At Tekoa, Amos’
birthplace, six miles south of Bethichomn, 1 beheld a similar scenc.a
‘I'he eetticment there consisted of two small groups of tents, onc larger
than the othicr they were covered with the black cloth before mentioned,
supported on several polea and tarued up in past on one side, eo that the
pecson from withont could look inte the interior.  In ctoasing the movn-
taine of Lebanon, the path of the traveller leads hint often along the brow
of lofty summits overlouking deep valleys, at the bottom of whicli may
be 2een the long Wack teats of migratory shepherds, Tt is this aspeet of
a Hedouin encampiment that supplies the comparison in Selomon’s Song
~* L am black, but comely, O ye daughicrs of Jetusalems, ag the tetts of
Kedar, a8 the curtaing of Solomon."~* To the tents of the Oricntals,
viewed singly,” says n certain traveller, ¢ it would be often dificult to
nscribe the * coniely,” bug ag forming part of a prospect they ure & very
beautiful object.”  Uadd for the gakic of cxplanation, that Kedar was the
name of an Arab or Ishmaelitish tnbe, who, like nomadic wanderers in
general, appear to have dwelt in different places at different times.
They are mentioned repeatedly fn the old Testament. The Psaliniat, for
instance, oxx, 5, alludes to them in the expression, «* Woe is me that 1
dwell In the tents of Kedar”” They scem to have had abad pre-emii-
nence above others of their race as a quarrelsome, belligesent people,—
Christian Becicw.

—

Doxgstic 1TAn1Ts oF oun Axcestors.—Erasmus, who visited England
in the carly part of the sixteenth century, gives a curious deecription of the
witetior of an Boglish house of the Lietier clars.  The fumniture rough, the
walls unplasiered, somctimes waingcotted or hung with tapestry, and the
floors covered with rushes, which were not changed for monthe, ‘The
dogs and cats had free nceess to the eatingsrooms, and fragmcuts of
meat aud bones wete thrown to them, which they devoured among the
sushes, leaving what they could not eat to rot there, with the draining of
becet-vessels and all manner of uninentionablo abominations. ‘I'here wan
nothing Iike refinement or clegance in the luxury of the higher ranks;
the indulgences which their wealth permitted consisted in rough pro-
fusion, Salt beef and atrong nle conatituted the principal part of Queen
Eliazbeth’s breakfast, and similar refreshments were seeved to her in bed
for supper. At a series of entertainments given in York by the nobility,
in 1660, where each exhausted his invention 10 out du the others, it was
universatly admitted that Lord Goring won the palm for the magnificence
of his fancy. The description of this supper will give usa good ides of
what was then thought magniticent ; it consisted of four huge, brawny
pigs, piping hot, bitted and hamaseed with ropes of sausages to a huge
pudding in & bag, which served for & chariot.

D

Periry or tus Prrsiax Sxv.~Atthe sitting of the London Astro-
nomical Society, extracts were read of a letter 1o Sir Jolin Herschel from
the Rev. l\'h’ Stoddard, an Ametican missionnry, versed in nsironomy.
The letter is dated Oroominh, Persis, October 29, 1852, My, Stoddard
begins with an account of the rurprising distinciness with which distant
objecta are sccn in Persia, The snowy peak of Arrarat, he relates, is
just aw bright and beautiful when two hundred miles distant as when we
stand near itsbase. ‘I'hough accustomed 1o watch the heavens in diffe-
rent parts of the world, he had never scen any thing like the splendor of
Pegsinn summerevening. * Were * not for the intetference of the moon
we should have seventy-five nights in the three summer monthe,
superior for the purposes of observation to the very finest nights whiclu
favour the astronemer in the new world.” He distinguished the satel-
lites oi Jupiter and Saturn with the unassisted eyo; deemed altogether
telescopic objects before.
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. A Carene Pravize 1y tne Wirnerxess.—Mr. Gladwin, missionary
in South A.fnca, was once on a journcy with an attendant, a Christian
Caffre. Night approached, and they lay down to rest under the shelter
of & bush: they had no wagzon, no tent, nothing to cover them, but the
h‘nsh-'—-nolhmg 1o protect and_shelter them, but the good providence of
God in whom they trusted. The night was c=ld, as the nights sometimes
are in South Africa. ‘They sleptaoundly, and waked in peace and safety.
When they arose, Mr. Gladwin desised the Caffre to pray. They knelt
dewn in the desert,—the Caflre prayed,—*O Lord, we thank Thee we
have had a very good night ; sleptvery well, only rather cold.  We Aave
borrowed 175c night fram Thee, O Lord, and now we want to bcvrow the
day” This was the beginning of his prayer, and we may learn a good
confeseion from it.  We have nothing of our own, everything is lent s
by God ; our life, our health, our influence, our money, all are entrusted

to us, lert s by our hicavenly Fathor, to be used in his scrvicw fo:;‘

his glory.  Let us pray for grace nghtfuliy to usc our mercics, 7.
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