
wcariedcf Incling ,or staniding. flow uncdifying to a wdll nnd scrip-
turally enlighitencd mina is ilais jumlblo of l'harisaisxni. To bear a
preaciler in lais prayer teîacl doctrine to saints rad cxhort sinners te
obedicuce anla falithifilness, relatte exporiences, &c.. and flîmally rask the
Lord for varions things tlaath la las nover proxaaised, wvhiehithings if God
adaoul bcsfow t1oy and their coiagrega..tioaas ivoultl sharo the fate of thie

(:taasfifties tuit the Prophet 1*Elij;dîl prayod for, is iaadcod sad aud
lamaentable.

Agrain. te licar the preaclier for Iiirnself, and iii behiaif of lbis flocir,
adopt the lauguage of the prophet anad Psahnlist, spoken iii refèrence
to baeksliding robelious Jears and idolatrous pagans, and say tlaey are
ail gene astry, that froir the crown of the hecad to, the sole of the foot
they are full of wvuunds and p)utrifyittg ..ores, and aise confess they are
iniserable sinners, the %vorst of sinners; yes; worse titan the worst, is
stili more lamentable.

Words are the sigras of ideas. Now we can corne te no otiier con-
clusion than. tlaat those wlae thus pray arc aetually suelr characters as
thcy represent tlcrnselves, or tijat tley say tiaings tlaey do uiot bo-
lieve. Now, in wh1icla ever ligh,.t we vicw this inatter, it looks bad
ciacugla.

Tlainking, persons naturally conelude froiu sucli statemnents, that
thoso whio iinaire thrn are faise proessors, or that religion is a farce, a
fable, as the infidol says, got up and porpetuatod by pricstcraft.. Tlaoy sec
no beaut'Y7 lovoliniess, or purity ini religion, and ivill stand aloof froua the
Chureli uulcss a union ivithi it will put then in a way of makirag a littie
anüre aauney. Tiiese are some of the baël effeets cf the abuse of the truly
precous and hecavenly exorcise of prayer. M'lin pra yers are oifered,
up according, te, lais wilI, -we icnow thiat Gcd hoars us, and will grant
our rcquosts. 1- us eyes -are over the righitcous an d his cars are open
to tiacir pratyers.*- But if any oneo ask for Itings flot prornaised, there is
ne assurance of lais being hecard. 1;Ye ask and receive net, because
ye ask aiiss." Slaould any prcfcssor cf (lhristiaaaity have reason te
considor hinaseif in this liglat lie shouid confcss, repent, and turn froan
lais evii way; but the place for binai te confcss is in I; - loset, 'arbre
there is ne eye, te see or car te lacar but Ged'as, and ticre in the deptbls
cf huniility unbosom. all his anguish before luima wabo secs in secret., and
,wlo 'aili reward openiy.

Now lot mne ask our brethren, Are any of you guilty of maldng
sucli prayers? If se, it is bigla tine yen rcfornicd in this departunent.
Sck a pure speecla-takec the prayers roceordcd ira the Ncw Testament


