
~24TUE bligISTIAN DA1NNEÏR

The eowl is eitherroversiblo, or loase, or remoyable. 14~ W fur-
"-Sermore acnminzted, funnel!shapped, heartahaped, Bhort, elongat.

-ed.4 with a pointed. top..

ON THE GOVERNMENT 0F THE CHURCLI 0F CHRIIST.-
1Ma. OLIPIINT:-Pleasc insert ia the pages of the Bézinex, the

following remarks on Chureh Goverament, and oblige,
Youro> Trully,A IL.CRSAN

Presuming that the Cliristian Oracles are alone sifflecien t, ivit.hout
tho aid of Creeds audý4Jonféssioûs, ta guide. the Christian enquirer
into all truth, and Satièfled as 1 amn that an impartial eximination of
the Word of God will prove ta a demonstration, that indcîendeincy
is the onlyforen of CItu2rcltlolity tauglit therein ; and that Presby-L

t~rinis, wom ilton designated as - od priest ivrit large," con-
joitly with the lepiscopaey of the Episcopacy of the E iglish churcli
and Episcopaey aniong 31ethodi8ts, cannot trace their origin to hlie

jChristian primitive ehureli, but rather ta thIl Mother of Aboimin-
tions,"l who bas lier scat an the banlis of the Tiber, 1 proeoed to prove
Irom'the Bible the " divine origia" of that ferm -of Churcli Govera-
Mnt.-~ ealled 1, Independeney." h

What, thon, is the Ciiurcli of Gùpd. whicbh le hfts pureTîasedT with
bis- owa blood? What is its nzature and constitutiun ? and what are
the pcrmanent offleers and ordinane2 of a Christian Church?

1ist. I is well known tliat the- lapse of time allers the signification.
of words, so as ta make it diffleult to ascertain their original im port.
And perhaps this renîark holds good respeeting tbe variaus appro-
priatcd appbllations used in the Seriptures as generalIy as vitla any
class of words whatever. The word Cliurcki is the ane we bave ta
do witlh at present. la the language of the New Testament, it
ineans la its civil ana unappropriatelà applicativn, au assernbly of any
desoription ia a stateofa association. LAd in a religions sense it1

1 means an nsseinbly of Christian&, càlled ont from t-be world, and uni-
ted hy the bonds of christiau love; or the whole so'iiety of God'isi
people. But as Professor Campbell 8as-s, 1-in any ialermcdiatesense
between a singéeé coingrcgatioz, and the wliole communnty of Uh1ris
tians) not oew instante eaa be brouglit of the application of the word
in S'"~rea writ," j

latelangunge of modemn seetarian,, howeyer, its rneaning is very

dfeut. Wheu used hy a Romanist it nieans3, the Pope and Cardi- jInais la conclave nssembled. Wlica used by Protestaint Episeopa-
j. ans it'meanq an assenddy of Bishops, Arcbbisbops, &., assoeiated

together ; and in the mouth ôf a Preshyteriau it is used for the pur-
pose of abow.ing that a numbèr of congregational delegates, 'viz.

jMinistQrs and Eiders, Iis8Oifbled as a synol form a Churoli. Whea
used by a.Methodiat it means the Presiding Eiders and Preacliers

jmeeting ia Conférence; and ainong ail these not one of tia-m lias
any resemblance to the use made of itin the wored of God. '

ilThat the word Chuiech, in Bcriptura, is deseripu*-e.f "n iKtdiivdua


