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! - The cowl is eitherreversible, or loose, ox removable. Tt is” fur-
tharmore accuminated, fannel-shapped, heartshiaped, short, elongat-
.ed, with a pointed top.

* ON THE GOVERNMENT OF THE CHURCH OF CHRIST..
Mz. Orvipmant:—DPlease insert in the pages of the Bunner, the
following remarks on Church Government, and oblige,
Yours; Truly,
A BisLe Coristian.

Presuming that the Christian Oracles are alone sufficient, without
the aid of Creeds and Confessions, to guide the Christian enquirer
into all truth, and satizfied as T am that an impartial examination of
the Word of God will prove to a demonstration, that independency
! ig the enly form of C'hurch polity taught therein; and that Presby-
| terianism, whom Milton designated as * old priest writ large,” con-
* jointly with the Bpiscopacy of the Episcopasy of the English church

' and Episcopacy among Methodists, cannot trace their erigin to the
i Christian primitive church, but rather to the “Mother of Abomina-

1
| tions,” who bas Ler scat on the banks of the Tiber, I procoed to prove
} Trom the Bible the “ divine origin” of that form of Church Govern-
1 ment: called ¢ Independency.”

What, then, is the Church of Gud, which he has purchased with
his-own blood? What is its nature and constituiion ? and what are
the permanent officers and ordinances of a Christian Church?

1st. It is well known that the lapse of time alsers the signification.

f of words, 50 as to make it difficult to ascertain their original import.
i And perhaps this remark holds good respecting the various appro-
i priated appellations used in the Scriptures as generally as with any
' ¢lass of words whatever. The word Churck is the one we have to
© do with at present. In the language of the New Testament, it
: means in its civil and anappropriated applicatiun, au assembly of any
! desoriptionin a state of association: And in a religious seuse it
! means an assembly of Christians, cdlled ont from the world, and uni-
| ted Dby the bonds of christian love; or the whole sosiety of God's
people. But as Professor Campbell says, “ in any intermedistesense
between a singie congregation, and the whole community of Chris
tians, not one instance can be brought of the application of the word
in saored writ.” : ’
In the language of modern sectarians, however, its meaning isvery

nals in conclave assembled. When used by Protestunt Episcopa-
lians it 'means an assembly of Bishops, Archbishops, &e., associated
sogether; and in the mouth of a Presbyterian it is used for the pur-
' pose of showing that & number of congregational delegates, viz.
! NMinisters and Elders, assembled as a synod"Torm a Church. When

used by a.Methodiat it means the Presiding Elders and Preachers

meeting in Conference; and among all these not one of them has
' any resemblanco to the use made of it in the word of God.

That thie word Church, in Scripturs, i destriptive of an irdividual

different. When used by a Romanist it means, the Pope and Cardi- |
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