FRIENDLY GREETINGS

was be: mng, and h.ul put it in his pod\el ins tuul of
carrying it in his hand, “to be out of his way,” as he
satid, and not with any intention of stealing it, and 1
am quite sure he spoke the truth. Dut it scems
Dodd, the wnderkeeper, who saw the legs of the mbbit
sticking out of his pucket, didn’t believe him, but
taxed James with meaning to steal it, and threatened
to tel} the Squire; upon which West’s blood got up,
and high words passed between them.

The Squire hearing the dispute, inquired the cause,
and he told West t}mt he Zoprd what he said was
trae, but that he must say it was a very suspicious
circumstance putting the wmbbit in his pocket.  Why
didn’t e carry it in his hand, as was usual ?

“1 made him no answer,” said James to me ; “but 1
might have said, ‘Do you think I should have heen
st u.h a fool as to leave the 1abbit’s legs dangling out
of my pocket if I had been going to slc.ll ity 1 dxdu t
want his vabbit.  lean get a (10/011 of ’em any night
I choose, or hares c:thcl, or pheasants if 1 ]n\c a
mind to it.”

T have no doubt in my own mind that West spoke
the truth about the rabbit; I am certain he had not
the least idea of stealing it; as he said, it wasn’t
worth his while. No, the Squire was wrong there,
and T am very sorry for it now, though at the time I
was very glad.

In the present state of West’s mind, T found little
diflicalty in persuading him to join Dick and me that
night in beating up Purrwood for the wounded game.
We knew that the keepers would be out at daybreak
on the same errand, and so we thought we would just
take the work off their hands for this time.

At one o'clock we agreed to meet in an old chalk-
pit, just outside the wood; and, true to his appoint-
ment, James West made his appearance.  There was
a good moon overhead, hut the sky was very cloudy,
and a high wind blowing, so that the light of the moon
was often obscured.

After a short consultation in the chalk-pit as to our
plan of operations, we entered the wood, West leading
the way up a broad green path that eut the woad in
two, Ile took upon himsclf the task of bringing us
tothal part of the wood where most of the wounded
birds were.  Presently a white rabbit ran across the
path; West aimed at it, but didn't fire; we cach had
a gun.

“There’s a chap we can see to shoot, if we can't see
nothing clse,” e said; * we'll have a white rabbit for
supper, let come what will on #.”

Poor fellow ! little did he think what sort of a
white mbbit he was destined to shoot. We had leen
in the wood abont an hour and a half, and had picked
up a good lot of wounded game of all sorls, besides
knocking over a few hares and mbbits with our sticks,
and smoking a brace or two of pheasnts off their
perch.  We had not fired off a gun yet, indewd, we
never did if we could help it; we took them more to
defend ourselves from the keepers than for anything
cse.  We were all three standing under a big beech
packing our game into sacks, one for each, when I
thought I heard the emckling of a branch.

*Whist 1 I said; and we all three dropped work
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instantly and listened.  The snapping of thc dc'ul
branches and the rustling of leaves was now plainly
heard, and almost immediatcly a Jarge black dog made
its appearance amongst us.  We knew him in a
moment ; he was the wnder-keeper’s dog; the seemt
of our dead game had no doubt broughi him.

-

It was plain enongh that the keepers were out, and .

we were in a pretty fix.

We tried to coax the dog :

to come to us, meaning to destroy him if we could:

catch hold of him, but he was too knowing for that,
and only answered our coaxing with a Jow growl.

Presently a whistle was heard some way up the
wood ;
1cpe‘\tcd he wn swiftly off.
to us, and, snatching up our sacks, we made for the
opposite sidc of the wood to where the whistle seemed
to come from, with every chance of cfiecting our
escape,

We had nealy reached the edge of the wood, and ¥
had come to a halt, in order that one of us should go ¥

forward to sce that the coast was clear, before we
ventured into the open ground, when again the

snapping of dried wood and the rustling of dead leaves *

was heard.,
“There’s that dog of Dodd's agnin,” said West;
“T'Il shoot him if I can get a chance ; ; see if T don't.”
“Nonsense, let the dog “alone,” said I; “youwll be
getting us all taken if you play the fool in that way.”

At that moment the moon shone out bright, just %

upon the spot where the noise came from, and glunced
upon something white.

“It ain’t no dog; it’s a white mbbit,” cried West;
“we haven't got one white rabbit this evening ; ut Il
have this one, Iet who will say nay ; so here goces.”

And though both Dick and I jumped forward to &

stop him, we were too Iate. Bang wend the gun, and
then we heard a noise in the bushes, and a gurgling,
suflocating ery.

“IWhy, it's a hare you've shot, not a rabbit,” said
Dick; “don’t you hear it ery like a child, as them
hares always do? Come, look sharp and get it, Jim,
and let’s be off; we shall have themn keepers upon us
in no time ; a great fool you was to fire.”

Jim West dashed into the Dushes, and I caught a
glimpse of a figure rushing towards the same spot from
the fiekl, for we were just at the edge of the wood.
In another instant, shrick upon shrick filled the air
I ran to the spot from whenee the sound procecded,
burst through the bushes, and there I beheld a sight
enough to freeze my blood. It was dreadful! 1
recled back and leant against a tree, for 1 thought I
should have fallen.

Jim West was standing opposite, his face convulsed | 3

with horror, his cyes fixed and his mouth open, but he
neither moved nor spoke. On the ground lay his
child, in the agonices of death; and leaning over the
child, screaming and frantic with gricf, was its mather.

I won’t attempt to deseribe that scene ; I could not
if T would, for I was too terrified and bewildered to
know or to mark what passed.  All T know is, that
the keepers surrounded us 3 they met with no resist-
ance, and we were all taken ; but T thought nothing
of the poaching that night, nor for many another ; the

the dog pricked his ears, and upon its heing
This was a great relief .
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