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THIRD SABBATII.

*ScUBJECT: Dauiglter of Juirus raised.-
* Matt. ix. 18-38.

V. 18.-Rider, an eider who had the care
of a synagogue. Hie left his daughter at
the point of cleath, and lie judged that she
wvas by this time dcnd. Sec Mark v. 23.

In the next thre verses we have an ac-
count of a great miracle, deseribed more et
larg in Mark v. 23.

Issue oflblood, Sec Lev. xv. 25. The hemi
or fringc, Sec Num. xv. 28. In this case
the power of Christ wvas the effilecious
cause; the wvoman's faith the instrumental
cause. Dauighter is liere used as a terni of
ondearment.

V. 23.-Mfinsi-els were hired to play at
fnnerals. Tlîe Il people" made a noise wvith
their ivailing. Mourners arc to, this day
hired in Eastern countries to make a noise
at funeraIs.

V. 24.-" Give place.:" your services ns
mourners are flot nieeded here. N'ot dead;
hier dIcath was but a sleep from whichi slie
n~ as soon to awake. Boulily death is flot
thc essentiel ewful detli %vich ive shouild
dread; it is but a sleep. Spiritual death is
the real king of terrors. They-thc hired
mourners, the Ilflute players," laughed
Hum. to scorn--feering perhaps the loss of
their fees!

V. 25.-Compare Mark v. 37-40.
V. 2.7.-"' Son of David :" the Jews re-

garded this name as equivalent to Mlessiah.
V. 3O.-Their eyes were opened by His

touch. So cars were opcncd, Mark vii. 34;
and mouth Luke i. 64. They were forbid-
den to publish the miracle, probebly lest the
Pharisees should be more bitterly exaspe-
rated.

V. 33.-Sec Isaiah xxxv 5, 6.
V. 34.-As the Pharisees could flot dcny

the reality of Ris miracles tlîey scek to ex-
cite populer prejudice by ascribing, tbem to
Satan.

LussoNs.
1. Mark liow faith is rcwarded in the

case of the ruler, the womnan and the blind
mani. Let parents pray in faith for their
children, and Jesus wîll hear. Let us, like
the others who were healed, prey for our-
selves and He wiil hear. Let us bring be-
fora Him the most hopeless cases, as of the
man with thc dumb devil, end lie will aid
ns.

2. Sec from verse 34 how unhelief can
concoet excuses and thecories! None so
blind as those that do not wvih to sec.

3. Mark how Jeans conquers death.-
Here Hc raises the deed fromn the bcd. In

Luke vii. 14 He raises from thc bier; in
ail from their graves.

4. Prayer, hoevcr short, if presented
in earnest faith shall be heard. V. 27.

5. NWc should obey Christ's comrmands,
thougli we may be unable to understand the
reason for them. The men wvhose eycs had
bcen opened shotild have obeyed in simpli-
city. (It is curious that Roman Catholie
expositors praise this act of disobedience.)

6. Sc in the closing verses of tho lesson
the compassion of Jesus for perishing souls.
The harvcst is stili as plenteous, the necd
for labourers as great, the nced for prayer
as urgent.

0 DOCTRiNE.

Christ is the resurrection and the life-
John xi. 25, 26; 1 John i. 2. 2 Thes. i.
7-10.

FOURTII SABBATH.

SUBJECT MJattheu' called, Luke v
27-39.

Matthew was son of Aipheus. Hie wns
a publicnn, or inferior collector of taxes at
Capernaum. H-e had two namnes, the se-
cond being Levi. lie is seldom mentioned
in the gospels, neyer but once after this his
second eali: sec Acts i. 13. It is stated hy
churcli historians that lie prcached amnong
the Jews for fifteen years after the death of
Christ. He then went, it is said, to Ethi-
opia. Sec Matt. ix. 9.13.

V. 30.-Sinners: persons eeremnonially
unclean. The Pharisees had no sense of
sin, and therefore the mission of the Saviour
wvas rather to the outeat publicans than to
these self.rightcous ones.

V. 33.-The Pharisees fasted often and
for very absurd and useleas ends, aud they
oftcn prctendcd to fat when they feasted in
secret. The disciples of John followed the
ceremonial of the .Pharisces.

V. 34.- Children of the Bridechaniber, the
companioù's of the bridegroom durîng the
marriage feast.

V. 35.-There is special reference here to
those sad ana awful days when Jesus was

junder the powver of death. Christ is the
bsiento nof; and ch'rh are tim esa ir

abriegroo nof the chu3rcl arc tis aesnallyr
camstances that render fasting proper on
the part of the church and of individuals.

V. 36.-" New Garment," undressed
cloth that will shrink after being wet.

V. 37.-B cules, mxade of goatskin. New
wine ferments, and it would burst these
skins if they were old and wcll-worn or rot-
ten. Wine kcpt for three years is called
old. The attcmpt to join together the re-
ligion of the Pharisees and of Jesus would
bce like sewing new undressed eloth on an
old worn-out garmen t; or like pouring new
wine into old leathern bottles. No coalition
is possible between the ceremonial religion
and that of Christ. Truc religion wvas the
samne under ail the disperisations. We
should distinguish between the spirit and
the forma.

V. 39.-Old winc is more palatable than
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