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selves books, and ovcrything-but tho noces-
Saries of life.

In fact, thcre is nio class of inca in the
comilnwîîty, in a worse position to inakeC pro-
vision for a family, iii the cvent of uts bcing
<loprivcd of its head than our 'ministers.
Thougli in education they stand at lenst on
a Ievcl ivith an profession in tho land, yot
tlue- nnjority iuro obligcd 'to content theni-
selves with'salnrics,whichl aniy third or Court
rate country lawvycr-any phiysiciiîn with, a
fair country, practico would scorn as a reniu-
neratioa fod#xis labours. Any well to (Io
l'armer wlio wiIl count tho actual cost of ibaut
is rcquirc(1 for tho m)ainteinince of bis fil-
ly, and who wvill cstinte at the sanie tixue
the anrnal incrv~ase of bis porsonal and reat
estato,- iill ofictu find aud pcrhaps to bis
surprise, that hoe is in a botter wvorldly posi-
tion than his minister, thougli gencrifly tha
latter is ox pected to kcop up a moitc respec-
table appearanco than hoe is. Persons in
evcry other occupation, can make provision
for the future, sud if prudent aro doing so.
.Xo mierchant is satisfled in making what hie
ean lve on frors ycar. to year. Tho farmer
is împroving bis farra and incrcasing his
stock, so thiat; if rcmovcd by dcfttb, thero
will SÛiR bo lcft to bis family the mecns of
support, and evcry prosperous tradesman is
able to lay by somothing as it la said for a
rainy Iay. But the mînister lbas only a sa-
lary, nhich at licst is only sufficiont to givo
hira a support of moderate respectability,
and oftcn is entirely ixidequate, aud uncss
lie deprives hiniself of what is nccessary for
bis roapcctability and uscfulncss, hoe canot;
savoany thing.

IVe may however ho rcferrcd te the cases
of the fathors of our church, who, struggled
witb tho difficultios of a ncw countrywloso
familles have beon providcd for. To this
several answers may bo readily given. In
the firat place, In the state oftbe country at
that time, it was impossible te bave awi
dows' fund snch as la now. conteraplatcd,and
while in auch circumstancoa, xninisters wcre
called onto, put ibeir trust in the God of the

* fathorless without nny such achonie, yet in
the altcrod state of the church, it la our duty
te avail ourselves of snch meana as Provi-
douce bas pladed ln our powor. To look to

God wittholt using Sucli mntias la preslnîp-
tion, and i the presont stato of the churcht
for our nîhîlaters to expect God to provide
for the future support of their widows and
orphaniis,iitout our using the nîcans which
hoe bas placcd in our reachi for ohtaining
fiunds for that purpose, would bc sinply tO
toxnp± the Lord our God. But secoiidly, the
pat history of our clîurclî oxhibit8 soine
niost pifuful cases of want aniong the wl-
<lows and thmilics of our dccascd ministers,
and even yet sncb are to ho fouifd. MVe do
not refer to this at lcngîhi, but wo spcak
whiat we know, andwhiat la known to others.
But stili farther the fathers of our church
wYcre actually iii a better position for nxak--
ing provision for the future support of their
familles, than the Iinisters *of i'be proseut;
day. The former wcrc obliged te attend to,
farzning or other occupations, to obtain t1ao
meauls 3f lîvebhlood, but in tis very net thoy
ivcrc providing for their familles as ihuais-
ters cannat do now. Tlioy could obtain
baud for nothîng or next to, nothiag. We
have kuown ono of our old minlisters who
obtaiucd 400 acres of land of the bcstquality
mecly for payiag the expenses of survoy.
Suc'li lands somotines, rapidly increascd in
value, and the more a minister culrivated
thein. for bis present support, the more ho
wvas making provision for tho future support
of bis fainily. All this is changed now. A
minister cannot now obtain land witbout
paying for it, and generaly not without go-
in(, in debt, and the church is requiring more
aud more overy day, that tho mini 'ster's un-
dividod attention ho given to bis ministerial
work, and indced the calIs upon làs timo aud
efforts aro becoming more urgent, so that ho
cannot now as ourfathers often did, provide
for bis family by bis attention tc> other cm-
ployments.

In tbe reinarks we have made, we ýof
course speak of those ministers who are de-
pendent on thoir congrogations for their
livclihiood. There xnay hc a few ministers
,%vho have private resources, to whom these
remarks do not apply. But they amre x-
tremcely few. With very fow exceptions,
the position of our mnisters in a worldly
point of viow, la what we bave described.
We nccd not say thon how much azxioty
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