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The Bome and Foreign Wecord,

Aprit

had occasion to deal with the people at large,
in behalf of their souls, that I obtained any
Just appreciation of the working of the Lu-
theran Church, and the relation in which
profissers, pastors, and Church stand to the
people. '

You may have seen an article in the Ja-
nuary number of Krangelical Christendom,in
which a report is given of Dr. Wichern's
speech at the Bradenburg Kirchentag.—

fer stating that the rationalist professors
and theologians are no longer the most for-
midable adversaries of the Churel, he goes
on to make the appalling admission that the
enemies of the Church ave natural philoso-
phers, physicians, lawyers, philologists, and
the teachers in the schools; and that this
army of adversarics carrics on an incessant
propagauda amopg the artists, manufuctu-
rers, educated and uneducated classes, and
society in general. 8o much for the testi-
mony of the most active and best informed
among the theologians of Germany; to
which I will only append the words of the
late Mr. Kunze of Berlin, which 1 had ‘from
his.own lips two years before his death :—
“‘Ihere are whole classes (stande) of the peo-
R}c completely fallen away from the faith.

inety-nine out of a hundred of those who,
in compliance with custom, come to the
communion at confirmation, neverapproach
it again,”

Let me give you in the same connection
the words of an shly-written pamphlet on
the infidel side, published in 1862, which js
now exciting the interest of the leading re-
views. It is entitled  'T'he Spirit of the
Age and Christianity,” by V. Schweilzer,
and published in  Leipzig. This pamphlet
trivmphantly proclaims the downfall of
Christianity as a thing accomplished, and
as having happened exactly at the right
time; for as the democratic principie of our
agre s at irrceoncilable vavianee with Chris-
tianity, the former would otherwise have
had to eateron awar of extermination with
the latter. ’

In proof that this is not 2 mere audacious
assertion, this apostle of infidelity produces
thieearguments, to which we must subseribe
as being subgtantially, although not yet,
perhaps, to the extent of his assertion, borne
out by fact. They ave, in tiuth, all com-
prised in the admission of Dr. Wichern in
his speech. These argumengs are i—First,
That science is advancing in all directions,
calinly moving on in its own path without
ragard to the truths of Christianity, and of-
ton with manifest contempt of all’ religion.
Second, That unhelief prevails in the high-
er, and among by far the greater portion of
the middle classes, sometimes avowedly,
sometimes undar the impression that all ve-
ligions are equaliy good.  ‘Llivd, That in
all places of public concourse, where every
other topicis discusscd—news, amusements,

events, politics, science, Inw—the doctrines
of religion are never in any case referred to
or mentioned ; showing that Christianity
and its peculiar treths have lost all hold of
the public mind.  The pamphlet then pro-
ceeds to demonstrate in as_many separate
seetions what advantages the extinetion of
Christianity would bring to soeiety, in re-
spect of bodily healeh, intelleet, moraiity,
socind life, natfonal evonomy, and civiliza-
tion in general.  There is no simtting our
cyes to the fiuct that the erisls is ml)idl y ad-
vancing in Germauy, the same which the
leaders of the Sunday League in Enpland
have probably iu view, but which they dave
not thus openly proclaim, for fear of alarm-
ing some of their less resolute supporters.
Would that we could point to onc hope-
ful symptow in any guarter of the horizon!
Ihe'evil is hecoming ton palpable to be ju-
nored by any pavty; and while Professor
Lobe of Halle, one of the Coryphreuses of
Hengstenberg's party, does not scrupie to
exclaim, in & muxed conference of the Po-
pish and Evangelicl parey, “ 1 will not
desert. stugly; Twill stay inthe sinking ship
till it goes down;” the hall’ rationalistic
party, as Rether and  Schenkel of Heidel-
bere; are lendly declaring that “ the old
Cliristianity must b entirely east overboard,
and & new system introduced in its stead,
suited to the taste and ideas of the age 1" —
We cunnot join in the adwiration that is
aecorded to Wichern, for the position which
he takes up towayds this enormous evil.—
“Faith in revealed truth”— preparation
for the contlict, by the most dilizent cme
ployment of science and philosophy in sub-
servienee to the gospel”™—* unity”—and
“ministering love”

—these are all excellent
things; but just as disproporgionate to this
ense as they would he towards terminating
the struggle in the “ United” States.  If
there the abolition of slavery is as plainly
preseribed by Godas the easting overhoard
of Jouah wasz to the Tyvriun mariners; if
this is the essential condition towards avert-
ing the calamities that are rushing on to
swallow up the nation, there are in Germa-
uy not Jess pateunt marks of the countroversy
the Lord has with the nation ; and if these
be overlooked by these who profess to gide
work of the- Chareh in this cventful hour,
all the hollow phrases of piety can excite no
fecling but distress or disgust.

Surely it is fitted to excite sentiments of
humiliation in any Chareh, to have to con-
fess that all the influential classes have been
alienated, not only fromr’its pale, but from
the very Lord in whose nmne it subsists b—
Surely it becomes such a Church to retrace
its history, and search out the seeret causes
why Jehoval’s countenance is thus hidden
and  his displeasure so awfully manifested.
If we could only point to a step like thesci-
ting free of the oppressed Israelitish boud-
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