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niastercd, the alphabet, and two arc ploddirig their '%xay through tri8y]lablcs,* lhe
averaze male attendance being but threo. It1rs '%Itttliei-on bias also s. clas of Ta.
nese girls, and the Aneiteumese eiding bore, of whora there are fbur, ?kattlhew
and his wife who caine with us as servante on our lirst arrivai, and Talip and bis
wif.?. Of the Tanese girks the average ettendance is four.

Owing to the great aiDount of manual labor wbich liad to bc perforîncd,ans the
littie nativ'e aiîsistance wbich could be proeured during, the former part of the year,
it is needleïs te say that inueb precious time lbad to ec expended on muanual labor
iwhieh wiould have been devottd to real nuîssipn work under other cireumstances.

Thou gh su cces bas appîîrentiy been den ied,we wou Id not de pair. Rather would.
we with, intreasing iniportunity besiege the throne of Gcd, givi ng luxa no rest un-
ti 'rana*t benighited sons and daughiters be found sitting et the feet of Jesus cloth-
cd and in their right niind. Yours truly, J. W. MATIISON.

Rev Jae a3yoe.

LETTELU FIIOM RLEV. A. W. MýUriRAY-
ANI]uNEWV UEI3RIDES, NOV. 8th, 1861,

REv. A&ND DEMI SIR,-
You wiIl no doubt bo somewhat surprised te receive a letter rrom one who @us-

tains no relation to you from which înight arise any grciund te address yen on the
score of right, or&ropriety. Indeed 1 feel zniegivings myeelif as te the propriety
ofolitruding myeMt'upon ýou. 1Iyieid however teo the urgent request cf my esteemu-
ed friend and felloiw laborer the 1Rev John Geddie.

Mr Geddie thinlis that, in the present ' circunistanees of your mission here the
t-Estiuaony of one vrbo lias lied e quarter of a century*s -experience of Missionary
work in Polynesia %vill. be of service to the cause in cncouraging tFe friends of
mimsions in your church, and stixnulating thcm te increasing zeai n the prosecu-
tion of the work to wvhicb they aire committed in these islande, and in which in
past years thc 3 bave beau se signally owncd and blcssed. le feel8 that cireuni-
staued as you are the events of the p ast; year muenét appea!t greatly discouraging,
and he is coneerncd lest tlîey sbould h ave the affect of'denping the zeel, and iveak--
ening the bande of the frienâs and supportairs of the -mision.

You heer of disaster upen disaster, Pud you muet be in danger of Iooldng al-
most exeluemveiy fer a tirme at the dark side, and iu consequence of feeling as if
the miuFsion were well nieh ruined, whcrce ire, who are on the spot, and have both
aides before us, 'are in cireumstances to forui a more accurata judgment. And die
are auxious as fir as possible, te furnush you with the means of taking a fair view
of the state of' things, bein!! pcrfcctly assurcd that that is ail ther ie nieeeesary te
convince.you that there existe no cause of diseouragemnent, but, on the coutrary,
tluat the present state of this group, taken as a irbole. never '%vas in a more pro-
znising state than it ie et tbis moment. And in -ivriting thi:3 I write what I knojw
and testify vrhat 1 have secru. I have ,just visitcd in Company with Mr Gcddie, in
the -1John Williams.* Tana, Erremanga and other principal ielands of thegroup,
and nover before did 1 enitertain sueh sanguine hepes as 1 do -ow of the ýspecdy
evengelization of this great and importent grQup. My conviction is that, if vde..
quete means are furnisicd by the churebes which are already plcdgcd to the evan-
gelization of the greup, or by others thet roay corne to our aid, cvery eue of the
thirty islande irbicli compose the New Hel*idcs group may be occupicd by Chris-
tian missionaries cre many ycars pass awey. God isecvidently working with us;
Ile lias gene eut before us, sud me remarkably preparing our way.

During our late ývoyage-, basides finding much less te disecurage on Tana and
Erremeanga than re. h"d espeetud, ire found on the islaud cf Vate e state ofthings
for which ire wcre wholly unpropared. On that large nd ]ovely isiaud ive bad
the bigh satisfaction ef forming a ckrielian cliurck, se theat thero le now there a
littie baud of witnassas for Christ and it ought te bo especially noted, that this
littie baud of venvcrted -pagas bas ben conjvertcd soleiy by thc instrumentality of
lVative M#chers. The church numbers euly ten mambars, but the irbolo nuinher
w'ho, avow thexaselves Obristiens is about tire huudrcd.

QUERY. $hould it not*bo syllables of threo letterS ?-ED.


