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LITERARY LINKLETS.
tionor to the mon wtin brinRhtinar toue-Rlory ta tho caaintry,dIRsitytorliaracter, win 1 s ta tho uglt, lino wicdgo of M iîu a. precelton ta principlios

eweteet elng, hiappinces ta the fircosda-Authars."l

A manu8cript quarto contaiuing Tuscan folk-lore, ani
illuminated in the mnostartistic manlir, the work of a youn.-
Ainerican lady. Miss Alexander, lias been bought, for $3,000
by ikuskin. It is to bo placed la the Shleliold inuseum.

A curious story lias appeared in Paris, called "9Ignis"
apparently modeled aftor Jiilees Verne, and said to surpass
that writcr's odd tales in amusing qualities. It relates the
advontures and success of a cotnpaty for Lleriving tire and
lieat front the central lire of tha earth.

Whiitticr says that tlie Carlyle letters have so affcctod hit
ilthat I have set ta work aud destroycd the major part of my
-correspondence, covering a poriod of over fifty years, lest it
fhouid bc pubiisltod atter my deatli and bring suttering to
any. I ivisb tîtat alt af tho letters tiîat 1 hiave*written couild
ba trcatcd by my frieuds ia tho semae manuer."l

IlMrs. Carlyle's letters," says The Saturday Review, "h ave
really nullifled the sage's thirty-soven volumes. I-ow mauy
promising youug mon wiii be convcrted into hopoloss unho-
lievers by those letters noe ana can say. WVe have only now
to lioar tîtat Ring David of Israol used to cudgel Bathshoba
and our last shred of reverenca for prophets will1 ha gone."

Thore are stili two descendants of Anierico Vespucci liv-
ing in Italy. Sevon years ago the lest male descendant died.
He also was named America. 'rTe last ttvo descendants are
two unmnarried ladies, lingering out life in great poverty.
They hîave just potitioned the Goverament for the pension of
ton dollars a moatb, wvhich the Florentine Republic decrced
the family in 1090.

"iThora died in Paris a fortaiglit ago," says an oxchange,
"a truly versatile geniuis in the person of M. Michiel Masson,

whose age was eiglîty-three, and who had been successively
n dramatia author, a dancer, a journalist, a jouracymaa lap.
idary, and anovelist. Ho begainto write at twenty-nine, and
soute 0f bis Inter plnys have had sueccess. Ho married, at the
age of soventy. throe, a cousin of tho step-sister of the actress
Mlle. Harding, and about the saine tinte hoe becamo greatly
intorested in Cbinose. Among bis manuscripts ho Icaves a
voluntinous Franco-Chinese Dictionary."l

Tho Newv York Corraspondence, to the Philadeiphia Record
says: "I saw the original manuceript of Franklin's Autobio-
graphy 1 Tîtoro it lay, quietly reposing under a glass case
on a table in Mr. Johin l3igelow's bouse. Mr. Bigelow got it
xvhon lie 'vas a Minister to France. Ho founid it in te
possessiotn of a mian et Amiens, to whom ho paid a f'bulous
-suln for it, together with a pastel portrait of Franklin, made
,from life by Duplissis. To think of owning suait treasures I I
-pared over the open page that lay itader the glass case. uow
-caretuîly it was written, and with what a wide margin forE
notes auJt corrections. The pages were yloliw with ae and
the ink pretty hrown, but comparing this ntanuscript with
the flrist editioits af tlie autobiography, Mr. Bigelow iound
tbat changes had been made by the editor, who possibly
thought hae ivas improving it.

The Halo of Heroes.
A clever writor reccntly said "&Tîtore is a certain halo of1

romance about a succossfui man of lettors and a genial illu-r
sion among the inexperienced that an author must, ia bis
persan, represent those qualitios wliiebh are admnired ia bis1
works-that a poet's appearance and coavarsittion should ba s
*radaIent of a gracefult-melant-haIy; that wits shoitîd haalways
witty, and erators iiery and cloquent. Henco it is sometbing b
-of a shock te a hero-worshipper to hear bis favorite pooL Il
,discourse upon the woathor or bis wife's rbeumatisn; to flud
bis brilliant satiriet a young man witb rod haîr and slaepyI
oyes, or bis impassioned orator in private life a dullard. B

blrs. Haànnah More, after 1-~r firat season among the big- o
wigs of London, remarked that cgwits when tbey geL inta a b
cluster, are just as dull as othor people."

Miss Mitford fouad that t moat writers were mare good- a
bumorod chatterers, neither very wise nor vory witty, but a
smine tintes ont of ton unaffected and pîcasant, and quite c
removing, by their conversation, any awe that might Lave e
jbeen oxcited by their workt."1

CURIQUS AND SCIENTIFIC.

Timýber covors about two-thirds 'of North Carolina; Mis-
sissippi bas saume twenty million acres of iL ; Louisanua, fif-
teon million; Toxas, a great amounit.

Recent excavations in PompejLlmavo ostablishod the fat
that the city wvas buiît on te site of two other towas; wliah,
liad oach llourished and fallen to ruins in tura. The flrst
waïs inlîabitod it the 8ixth century B. C. and was mereîy a
collection of fîmuily dwellings inside of a wallod onclosure
for mutuel protection, Trhe second town wvas buiit two con-
turies lator and ialiabited by a people of coasiderablo culture
as tue ruins of tîteir buildings testify.

On tho lotît of April, betwoen tho hours ofociglit and aine
la the mornîng, a roînarkablo mirage was sean at Olsta, la the
parish of Sdia, Sweden. Tîtore was a distinct representation,
of a town built la Oriental 6tylo, situated by te gea, witlt welt
shaped minarets and complota temples. On te leftappearcd
a forost of fine cypress. In the forcgrouud was a train in
motion. Presoatly a body of soldiurs ntarcbod by with fixed
bayonots, from whicli the sua was reflected. This vision.
lasted about an hour.

Tlîo bea bas beon a typa of the indîtstrious worker, but
thore are fow people wbo *kaow how mucli labor the sweet
board of the Itivo ropreoets. Bach liead of claver cantains
about sixty diitinat flowpr tubes, cacit of whicb coatains a
portion of sugar not oxceeding theo lfve-iîundredtit part of a.
grain. Somne patient apiarian enthusias4 wbo lias watcbed
their movemeats, coacludes tîtat the proboscis of the boa
inuist. titorefore, hae inserted loto 500 clover tubs before one
gratins of sugar can ha obtained. 'I...:re are 7,000 grains la a
pound, and as lfoaey contains tbree-fouths of iLs waiglit of
dry sugar, eacb pound of boaey represoats 2,500,000 claver
tubes sucked by becs.

A Marriage Stone.
In the ntasonry of the, C ollege of Sacra Monte in G renade,

is a stoîte wich tradition credits witni the power of iasuring
flic marriage witbin a year of auy ana wila touches it. On
April 3, 1882, two young ladies paid a visit to the aid Moor-
isît capital and were sbown over the collage witb unusual
deference by anc of tue residetît clorgy. Whou thoy came ta
the cimarriage stoie " the Padre smilingly explained tue
peculiar powors wlîiclî popular superstition ascribed ta IL.
" Taucb IL," said one of te ladies to bier sister, wba coin-
plied with special uînction, toucbing the stone not ona' but
repeatedly. The young ladies were the Spanisit Inf tatas
Dona Isabella aud Doua Paz, and it was tbo latter wbo put;
tho old tradition ta the test. Sho was ntarried ta Prince
Louis of Bavaria, on April 2, 1883, aînd te people of Grenada
are mare than ever conviaced that tho ci arriage etno l
apriceless treasure.

. Work in the British Royal Mint.
For the first Lime for more titan twa years the process of'

~old cainage at the Royal Mint was recently resumed. It
was aven. remarkod tliet the strong man wba pours the mol-
tn streani froni crucible ta ntauld, and who bolds that post
cauise of bis especial skill la oirecting tho motel into nar-

raw apertures witbont spilling or waste, sbowed on this mo-
nentous occasion sonte littIe riga of nervausness and agitation.
'or gold coinage on iuesday, says the Pail Mail Gazette, was
successfully resumaed, in reconstructed promises with naw and
mnpravcd machiaery, and it will prabably hoe long indeed
~efore thora is sncb another interruption et the coinage as
ias been now happily brougbt te a conclusion.

The recoastructed miat can aaw titra ont soveroigas at
;ho rate af a million a week without stopping the cainaga of
ilver and copper, whereas previously iL could oaly.deal with
>ne metal et a tinte, and that te, a ntuch smaller axteat. The
eautiful instruments emplayed for weighing the coin are
îow ntatufactured within the precinats of tae mint, and are,

s 5Weil known, a miracle a! minuta and ingeniaus auteni-
îtic machiaery. Ont of everyv ndred soverigas that pesa
uver te balance, the fastidiowi littIe instruments rejeot, as
ither tea heýavy or tea light-but most frequenily tha latter
-a number varying front five ta twentyw-Scientfic Amer*can


