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NOTES AND COMMENTS.

Progreris or Retrogretitalon
Ir iS c.'Xtremetly gratifyin1g to ut; sonctiliiew te note the
signai (if liersi progreess that ,,fteii uaîifest tlieîiiselviŽs.

C.tji~ on the a le, ne colnot but admit tliat thm
worll of iljouglît and rational iîîquiry liast wonderfuilly
c,,larged silice the Modemt Saiieor, the t'riîîting Press,
laits, brouglit damai to the level of the niasses the meane
of acqltiiriilg knowledge that Iornierly were only witîjin
the, rearli of the ealtliy classes. But the question coi,-
fronits us to-d,îy, in the field of Itationalisin, just as it
does the iuissiolîary in tîje field1 of Religion, Have not
il,. forces oîîpose to us mnade eeu gretater progress thon
have those that are lu our lavor? The greât citieg of
tîme world show somne strikitg facts in this line nI tliouglit.
The elînreis of the Britisi inotropolis cat show euh.
stiîtial gaine sù ce, early ii. the century, tlîe popîulationi
of Lonîdon nuinhlered but a million and a iialf; but to-
dey itp piopulation ainonuts te uearly six mnillionis, sied
coinpîaratively tlîe ci, irces have gous back niîarly titty
îs'r ent. The saie t bing iý truc of S'ew York, Chjicago,
and ioiarly evc,, large vity iii Christeîîdoiu. We înay
sav witIi trutît, toit tisree-fijurtlis of tlîe peouple of tlice
rities, tirc practically pagalie, wl,,, neyer see tîle lucide of
a ebjirel, naud know îiotling w bateee of the theologiesi
sjilltle.tic tient give mental îîalulubn sied spîiritual excite-
mient Lto , îaîy of tlîeir fellows. The question forces
itail f ou ais, Are tlîece liractiedl pîagalîs any nearer truc
lt,îtionalicnî thoan the liore actic.îinded religionîis ?

We are incliiîsd to tlîlnk tliat the miental indolence that
leai, tOieut to leave ail active work to in witi lue
brain.cnergy tdiau thenîseîves, is a worss factor t,, doal
witl, thoan tlîe activity nf the religins bigot. We iiiay
imagine tlîat, baccause peuple dlo nt go to clireb, they
are niîcntslly Ireis, but tItis is onaly an asscniptiou tlîe
real fact being, we believe, that tîje viait muass of tlîe
people are so deîîcely ignorant that tlîsy îîot ouly have
no opinions nf tîjeir own, cither on religions or î,olitical
ciîbjecte, Ivut that they arc hiable to have their passions
e\citejl ait a mîomnt's notice by the lotid.noutbed sec-
turiaons iîi citîjer field. Tlîe sclîoolîuaster, indeed, has
hardly yet got bie cword sharpeîisd for attacking tlîe
giant Ignoranice t t

iat stands lu hie patb and until be
le able to deaI some effective, blows, the masses muet
necssarily be victimized by the file ideas that bave
hitherto enslaved tbsm. Tbey probably have heard a
Iew rnînlling soiînds froin the distant battle.ficld, but
to ils it .. jivident that the only men who are llkely to
nndsrstand the meaning nf the etruggle, or to reap the
fuil advantage of it, are tliose wlîo take an active ebare

in it. The rest are dui1Iîiiice, Wh lertaiîjly iî the long
riii inay accept the liiefttocoîifvrred tapot i Lheiîi bY thje
woru andî, sacrifice of otîjers, fauît wl,, iii tlic îîeaîitijîe

iieitljjr sllîriiîte tlîat aor jirit sacerifice, îior arc, ailliîig
te liel) it bý eveji the 4liglîteet effort.

Hell Aunong the' Prsbyterlanta and Cathollars.
A vurijuc questei în îîrp îîî ie cjjîjjî,tioij ai, lj

lhow far tîje îîijjderni Ijeas have lwnetratei the talasscs j f
the Catljîlie tlîurclj. l' îidjjiljtedly tlicy ijnet hav,,e
dlons o tu iroduce suc, cases as tlio4e of Mdr. McCiîbe
aîîd tîle late Prof. St. Geoîrge Mîvart. liait tîje hjuila; jjf
tlîe lait: are es idcntly eas pious ajnd, dlcîiely superaititious
as, evir, and, il iH prmobale iiat for evcr, tuîait alo cnves
thle Riojîn tatllc Uliorcl foc Rtationaslisai a litîidred
ar, adjîrd to lier rjîîl,,. Tlîe Catlî,lie piopulationi of
Eîiglanîd lia, iîicreaee iîiiiieioly durng tlîe liait hall-
cili uy ;and, C anada aî,d th e V ni),.

4 
S4tatesî ire ijot fur

beljiiiîl inî taie reehîoning. The cacteru tjiwnsipeje jof oîir

osni province of Onîtario,, ît jmie tintîe îîîainly Scjotchj, are
nov, lirgely Frenchî Catljjlic, 1w.,, or thirae îjl,î,,,ct a lîîlly
sa) It nîay lie tlî,uglt dîuit ti,,. faitl, jif thje Cthotljlic

le ity is leiîîg uuîdernijjied , l,,t tIi,,,e lv îîjt matoch cci.
ilelce lin lavor nf jncl a,, idea. ie Cathljjlic paliers as
sec poinit very, cjlidil v tjj a jîiffervjit ,jîj,iijj. The,,r,,
are polially as înany jtiicits aiong fIi' C,îtlolic priesi -
hijunu as tliere ever avie, andi as îiiîy irreligious id îf-
Icrejits aijiig the Lay ; lait it i, eliii tîjat thje fijtt ni

ac not at aII distîîrlîî,. Soutei lekloîle lirvfest, to Ijelieve
tlîatt' tlîe littin lins lîje,, kuijekjil out jîf lic11 ', liait,
tliojigl lieîl aas cj11jdt, ljie ljttjjîjjlees, and j-nse-
iqueîtl' ,j,,î-exisetut, it es a fait tdoit not oîily C,îtlî,licc,
bit a large unajority oîf P'rotestaints, mtilI believe iîî a

'fhysical licîl nf tire aîîd lîriînas,îîe. lle very lîst auid
iint loisrncd loin ii tlîe Pcj-sl Yterian, Ctbiîrc b ljict t,,

the doctrinîe of Inîfanît Damînationi because ni tie evidîeîit
cruelty and injustice of consigning innocenît infants to
eternal tormeuits ; but aberse is the sentie of sud, an
objection if thjere i8 no place for tlîe infli,-tin ni oternal
torture ? It is abnndantly clear duiat the lîumane and
pionsa Presbyterians fully believe lu the existence nf bell
aud in tlîe justice nf eternal torture for adults, or tlîsy
would ses the satupidity nf nlîjeeting to inîfanît puinisli-
ment. Thot the Catholice fully believe iîî hlîl-lire, aîîd
that the prieste make a big revenue ont of the laity's
fear of it, are unquestionable facts. l'copie aould nlot
pay for masses for the dead if tbey did not believe tibers
wtàs a bell whieb the masses wîîuld save their Iriends
front talling into. Here je a placard wbicb appears on
a board in a prominent place lu the Cemstery nf Côte
des Neiges, Montreal, the lesading city ni the Dominion.
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