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THE EPWORTH LEAGUE.

IT lias paSSed ixitd a truiSul tlîat
the religious training of its young
people is the niost inipoi-Liut, duty
of the Cliurch. These aie eBpecially,
by tire providence of God, conunit-
ted to its care. These are, iii t1w
most emphiatic sense, the hope of
the Ohurcli and of the world. Me -i
odisiin, in botli tire old wc>rld and
the new, by ieans of its admrirable
Suiuday-school systeni, lias donc lier
full share in training the young gen-
erations in religious kuiowledý,e and
duty. She is now preparing, to step
out inte the still ivider field, that of
following Up these young people as
they attain the years of adolescence,
of firrding the mnissing link hetweeii
the school and the Church, and of
promuoting, the developmient of ; all
their faculties under Christian aus-

pieS. Sue is seeking, first of al
and niiost uf al, tire cultivation
airnong lier young peCople of per-
soîral piety. She then seeks the
orga,ý,nizinig.tad training of the young
life of Methodismi iii practical Chiris-
tiani efrbrt, in intelligent acquaint-
ance, and deelp synîpathy, and ac-
tive co-operirtion with its greut
enterprises of cvangclistie and niis-
sionary work. Shie seeks, thirdly,
to proinote their intellectual cul-
ture - to niake tlrem better ac-
quainted, first of ail, witli that
grandest book in the universe, thé-
Word of God-to f3tudy it as a
whlole ; to study it iu the relations
of its various parrts; to know whien,
where, wlry, by whioni, and for whoin,
were written its different books.
She seeks Vo nmake themn better
acquainted with the l)rovidential
dealings of God with the race as
recorded on the pagte of history
especially of the history of the great
religious inovemieuts of the agres ;
and most of aIl, as rccorded inothe
soul-stirriucg story cf the great, re-
vival called Methodisin-to miake
thein fainiliar withi its noble traidi-
tions, and to Ibring them into syni-
pathy -with its religions spirit.

Nor does tîmis movement overlook
the social and -esthetic natures of

the young. All tliat cari elevate the
taste, all that caam ennoble the char-
acter, ail that can dignify the life-
whatsoever things are pure, whatsoý-
ever tlrings are iovely, whatsoever
things are of crood repovt--these
things sIre seeks to cultivate and
prornote as tire noblest heritage oui
young people eau possess.

Such are, iii brief, the ainis and
objeets of tIre iuew ï-ii'al and reli-
glous nrovenient known as the 1' E-
wvortlr Leagrue. " Like niost thingey
in Methodism, it is a1 growth, a de-
velopient-the adaptation of new
means to a pressing iîeed. For soine
years the Methodisrn cf this conti-
nent has heen feeling its way to
sucîr an organivation. In tIre af-
filiated Metrodisin of the neighlbour-
imrg Republic tlîey have hiad their
local and sporadic associations-the
Churchi Lyceum, the Christian Alli-
ance, the Methodist Younrg People's
Alliance, the Oxford League, the
ChiantLuqtma Mlovement, and other
associations. But none. of these
seenied to be sufliciently broad, suf-
ficiently flexible, sufficiently vital
in its organization, to mneut the
varied needs and varied circuni-
stances of societies iu town a nd
country, in the east and west, in
the nortîr and south. At length,
last Mary, these. various associations
moet, tlrrougli tîreir represeutatives,
iii the city of Cleveland, and mutu-
aIl agyreed to disband and to reor-
ganize as a unitcd society-The
Epivorth League. The success of
the League hias been phenomenal.
Since the xnonth of Mary ov'er 1,300
branches have been formcd, sorte
with a ineinbership of 400, and tîrat
during a period of tIre year least
favourable for such work. The utmnost
entlrusiasmn lias been inanifested, and
tire niost beneficial practical resuits
have been reaiized. TIre vast possi-
bilities of the novenuent led Bishiop
Newmnan to designiate it one of tIre
mosb, imnportant niovemnents of mrod-
ern Methiodism. 1V is taking hiold
of tire young life o! tIre Church and
consecratinüg it Vo Christian culture


