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Less than a Century ago most of the wvater courses
in England were brighit and dlean, and weil stocked
wvitlî fli. Since the beginning of the present century
inanufactories and dye--%%orks have largely increased and
each dischargcs a large quantity of dirty fluid, which
coibined with the sewerage from a dense population,
bas fouled the streanis. About thirty years ago the
G'>vernmnent very properiy made a determined effort to
stop the wholesale.pollution of water courses by crni-
pte1ing eachi iinunicipality to purily its owvn sewage.

Last fait 1 visitcd England after an absence of four-
teeti ycars and saw that several rivers wvere quite as
foi as wlieî 1 -lef, thoughi every town in the wvater-
shed wvas supposcd to be cleaning ail its sewage.
This shows that to leave the purification of sewage
to local effort is a inistake.

\Vild schenies and showy expensive plants can
easiiy be talked into inexperienced representatives of
t le people by trained drummers, and some of the most
costly works buiît. and guaranteed to do ail the
necessary purification of the township's sewage, are
littie more than monuments of wasted resources. Many
plants are too small, and cannot handie ail the sew-
age requiring treatinent, and some managers are very
Careiess, and let the untreated fluid go forward uncleaned
whtei an opportîûnity serves, such as during a heavy
rain storm, tirduring darknpess. As a resuit: the coun-
try gets a vcry poor return for the large sums of money
expended. on sewage disposal Works, and those persons
who have actual experience in the treatmient of sewv-
age know enough to place very littie faith in the niany
glowing reports rmade and circulated.

Before reasonabie efficiency can possibly be secured
each township must have a separate set o! drains for
sewage and storm water, and flQ sewage plant should
be aliowed to have a by-pass channel or an overflow
wveir in the main drain of the sewvage wvorks, but te
enable the works te he closed down for necessary dlean-
ing and repairs, aise te obviate Sunday work, ail wvorks
shouid have a screening reservoir sufficientiy large
te hold at ieast an average day's sewage.
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WuM. M. WATSOM.

Wni. M. W\atson wvas born in Bradford, England,
184 5. At tbe age of fourteen, lie -vas bound appren.
tice for seven ycars to John Schofieid, plumber, gas and
steam6uiter. Before terrninating the apprenticeship, he
was put in charge of the plumbing and pipe.fitting
required in the cr'.-ction o! almshouses, hospitai schools
and other principal buildings in the model town of
Saltair. For six years he wvas in business at Bradford,
afterwards in the general building trade at Cleethorpes,
Lincolnshire. He then acccpted the position cf fore-
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