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the healing of differences and the
prospeot of betier feeling between
rival Maeonio organizations in Brazil
and other of the South American
States. If this much-desired resal
can be brought about, and the jealovs
interference of Governments can be
warded off, South American Masonry
will speedily enter unpon broader and
brighter days.

Ta the United States a steady gain
in membership is apparent. There
has been no abatement of energy and
zeal. They have not gone behind in
inflnence or good works; but, on the
conirary, there is & manifold testi-
mony from &ll parts of the country
showing the eflorts that have been
put forth to improve the quality of
Masonry,—to make its chanuels run
purer than ever for the diffusion of
brotherly love, relief and truth.

In thus reviewing the past there is
much that both moves us to grateful
feelings and inspires us. We can
note with pleasure the course already
traversed, and the position attained.
But to associations as to indviduals,
the ideal is always in advance of the
actual realization. There is work
yot to be done. Let ususe the re-
sources and opportunities for good
that are so available. Let us have
faith that the future may always be
made better than the past. Let us
stand by the old ways and yet make
Pprogress.

To those who seek a knowledge of
the tenets of symbolism, and inculea-
tions of Freemasonry, the hand of
sympathetic fellowship is extended,
believing that the result of a careful
study will convince each and all that
it is intended to make good men bet-
ter, to awaken the dormant energies
of the apathetis, to arouse in the
breast of all its votaries that inward
symbol of Deity which is implanted
in man a8 & wonitor against evil and
an incentive to good, and that it is
replete in all its parts with the
highest morality and fraternal devo-
tion, leading man to sublimest
thoughts and sppreciation of the

Present and a Hereaftnr, ever realiz-
ing in its surroundings and adorn-
ments the truth of that happy thonght
of England's youthful poet:—
“A thing of beauty is & joy forever;
Its lovehness increases; it will never

Pass to nothingnesa.”

REPORTS OF MASONIC MEET-
INGS,

To the Editor of The Fresmason’s Chroniclea

Dear Sir Anp BroTEER,—Your read-
ers must have been struck with some
surprise at the extraordinary resolu-
tion which was submitted to the last
meeting of the Provincial Grand Lodge
of Devonshirve, held at Exeter, to the
effect ‘*‘that no publication of the
meetings of Freemasons or the busi-
ness transacted therein shall be per-
mitted without the sanetion of the
Provineial Grand Master for the time
being in writing, and that no publica-~
tion of the business of a private lodge
be allowed unless with the approval
of the majority of the brethren in
open lodge assembled.” The narrow
majority by which this motion was
carried was suiclent to show that a
diversity of opinion certainly exists
as to the publication or otherwise of
the proceedings which take place
within the lodge room or ai the ban-
quet table. For my own part, I con-
sider the day has long since passed
away when the popular idea of Free-
masonry is that it is a mere huge
soeial club, or something mcre, and
that its doings are such as Masons
would be ashamed of the world know-
ing. We all know the insidious at-
tacks that are even in these enlighten-
ed times made upon the action of the
craft —how that it is condemned and
maligned as a secret society, in the
same sense as the appellation is ap-
plied to the Fenian, Dynamite, and
other ¢brotherhoods,” whose aim is
to excite evil passions, and to revolu-
tionize society. This tendency to re-
gard the ancient and honorable Order
of Freemasonry as hostile to the well-
being of the community would be only
stimulated and increased if any such



