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Towa, at Cedar Rapids, is justly en-
titled. to encomium as the finest Ma-
sonic library in the world. To Bro.
T. S. Parvin, the Grand Secretary of
Iowa, is due the credit of gathering to-
gether and housing this splendid col-
lection, and it is no little compliment
to him that the United States govern-
ment has showed its appreciation of his
work by ordering all State publications
to be sent to the Masonic library at
Cedar  Rapids.—Southr  Australian
Lrecuason.

LAYING THE FOUNDATION
STONE OF A NEW MA-
SONIC HALL AT WICK,
SCOTLAND.

On  Thursday, the 12th Sept, in
rather disagreeable weather, the foun-
dation stone of the St. Fergus new hall,
which is in course-of erection in Bread-
albane-terrace, Wick, near the east ex-
tremity of the Academy playground,
was laid with Masonic honours by Bro.
Sheriff G. H. M. Thoms, Prov. Grand
Master of Caithness, Orkney, and Shet-
Jland. A wooden platform had been
erected over the masonry on which the
ceremony, which was witnessed from a
distance by a considerable gathering of
people, ook place.  Officers and bre-
thren from other lodges in the province,
viz,, Kirkwall Kilwinning, St. Peter’s,
Mercantile Marine, and a large num-
ber of the brethren of the St Tergus
Lodge, were present.

Those vepresenting the  Provincial
Grand Ledge who wok part in the
ceremony  included  DBros.  Sherilf
Thewms, Prov. G.M. of Caithness; Ork-
ney, and Shetland  Major Henderson,
P.D.G. ). ; Buckham Hossack, P.S.G.
AL F. H. M'Hugh, P.5.GA.; D
Dumet, P. J. G W5 J. Slater, . G.
Sec. : R. Sinclair, acting P.G. Treas. :
Craven, P. G. Chap. ; S. Macdonald,
acting P. G. Architect; W. Baikie, P.
G. Bible Bearer; Sourie, acting .G.
Marshal ; Dunnet, acting I'.S. G. D.:
D). P. Henderson, P.G.J.D. ; Farqubar,
P.G.LG.; and Laird, P.G. Tyler. The
visiting brethren were Bros.  Captain
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Munro, Allan M. Henderson,: Dalgle-
ish, and others.

The lodge met in the Commission-
ers’ Hall, Lower Dunbarstreet, and
shortly after three o'clock marched in
procession to the site of the new hall,
headed by the band of the Wick Com-
pany C.V.AL, under the leadership of
Band Sergeant Grant.  Bro. Sheriff
Thoms preceded  the procession in a
close carmmage.  Having arrived at the
platform and taken up their position,
the ceremonial of laying the stone ac-
cording to the Masonic rite was gone
through, the pand playing music ap-
propriate to the various stages of the
ceremony.  ‘The procession afterwards
returned in anverted order o the hall,
where the lodge was closed.

Afterwards the brethren and the St
Fergus Lodge dined together o Mr
Nichol's Station Hotel

The number in procession was about
So. of whom 20 or thercabouts were
from a distance.

CAN SUCH THINGS BE?

There must be some strange salooni-
tics in Tenas if this excerpt from the
Lreemason be true :

* The fellow who has been peddling
ot masonry in the city of Houston at
$15.00 is in hock. He gave the obli-
gation to a saloon man and told him to
20 1o cither of the regular lodges mn
that city and get the balance of the
degree. Mr Verdent Saloonman pre-
sented himself to Gray Lodge and de-
manded the amplification of the degree.
The answer he got need not be told a
dasen.  He then went and had the -
“masonic peddler” arresied for obtain-
img money under false pretenses.”

Now as a class, the fellow in the
whisky business is no *‘ summer coon”
to any appreciable extent, and that one
like the above could be found <o egregi-
ously verdant as to have such a palpa-
ble fraud played upon him rather
phazes us.  And still it may be.  We
were talking to an Irish botelkeeper
in Charlotte, Mich., about the slaughter
of the mafi in New OQrleans, when he re-



