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drinks the ninuth should always be rinsed
with cither alkalinc (soda or potash) or pure
vatcr. With so many ditTerent kinds ofsuli-

stances passed througli the sîouth during a
mena, and without the countcracting influ-
cnccs of the stomach and the digestive juices
there cannot fail to be numerous cheinical
reactions set up in that cavity in the course
of a fcw hoturs if the débris be not icmovcd.
In some cases also the tcctli arc attackcd by
parisitic fungi that appear to flourishi vell by
penctrating the dentine tissues. In swamps,
marshy regions, and stagnant pools, we arc
not surprised at finding Innumerable plants
dcriving their sustenance from dceaying or-
ganic mattcrs, the refuse of other plants, and
need we be astonishcd to learn that certain
low forms of vcgctable parasitcs find a suit-
able habitat in the human moutli vhich is
plentifully supplied with minutely dividcd
organic inatters, kept at a temperature of
nearly onc hundrcd degrces, and provided
with air and moisture?

SIR JohIN LuininocK, in speaking in the
iousc of Commons to his Annual Motion in
favour of Science - teaching in clementary
schools, said lie could not sec why instruction
was refuscd in science which all children
liked, while thcy were compelled to Icarn
gramnimar which they ail disliked. In mechan-
ics it might bc cxplained to theni why carts
wcre put on wheels; the pulley, the lever,
and the wedge might be explained, also the
nature of the heavenly bodies, the nature of

soils, and the rotation of crops, the composi-
tion of coal, clay, iron, copper, etc. The
ordinary rules of hcalth, the necessity fo'r
ventilation and cleanliness, and last, not
least, the need for industry, frugality and
economy.

ARRANGEMt.NTs aie being made by the
African Society in Germany for the establish-
ment of a training school at Morocco, in
which institution those persons intending to
explore the wilds of the African continent
may receive an education in the customs and
manners of the Mohammedans and natives
of Northern Africa, and at the same time be-

corne more or Icss inured to the climate of
that country. The object scens praisc worthy,
inasmuch as future African travellers would
bc bcnefitcd by a stay in such a school, and
thcrcby better fitted for the difficult tasks
before thein.

THEi: annual meeting of the German Na-
tural Science Association is lield this year at
Bladcn-Badcn, beginnilng on cptcmler iStli,
and continuing for one wcck. Prof. ler-
miann, of Zurich, is to open it with a lecture
upon the acquisitions of Physiology during
the last forty years, and Dr. Skalweit, of
Ilanover, wvill close the meeting of the Asso-
ciation by a lecture on Food-adulteration.

IN a late number of the London GN/gical
Agazie " A Ncv Favourite Coral" is de-
scribed by Mr. G. Jennings Ilinde, F.G.S.
This gentleman, the writer of valuable pa-
pers on Canadian Geology and Pala:ontology,
viz.:-"The Geology of the Scarboro'

Iciglits," " Conodonts from the Devonian,"
" Annelid Javs from the Silurian and De-
vonian Formations," etc., lias brouglit to
light another new fossil form, to which he has
given the gencric name Syrngo/ites, and the
specific name Huironensis. It is allied with
the genus RSmeria; but Mr. 1-lnde lias had
the upportunity, at Bonn, of carefully ex-
aiining the original specimens descrbed by
Guldfiss and Edwards & Haime, and lias
pointed out severai important differences be-
tween Ru:meria and his new genus. lie
tells us that Syringolites Huronensis is com-
mon in the Niagara formation of the Upper
Silurian rocks in Great Manitoulin Isiand,
Lake Huron.

A VERY great deal of the metal Platinum
is required to keep Edison's clectric lamp in
operation ; and as this substarce is very ex-
pensive Mr. Edison is exceedingly anxious to
discover a mine of it in the United btates.
With this view lie bas sent out over engr
circulars and samples, and aiso many mnîng
and mineialogical experts to various parts of
the American Union. Answers to the cir-
culars have been received from several of the


