158 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE TAKEN-BEFORE THE .-

_Sir J. Rickardion,
C.B.

9 March 1857.

Roman-¢atholics have been‘abandoned, because they cotld not get the Ifidians
to ‘settle round ‘themi.: The-reason"” of 'the Hailure- probably is - that the native
tribes-in that’locality ‘are independent of the Hudsons Bay' Compaity; and
therefore’ not:amenable to. their advite.:  They have abimdance of sturgeon and
great quantities of - wild'rite, So'that they can feed themselves without having
Tecourse to’ the ‘supplies of: ammunmon -or clothmg vmh whxeh the Hudson ]
Bay Company sapply their Indians. = "~ oLt

2971. ‘What ammynition have mey wluch does not come from the Gompany?
—They do not reyuird ammanition: -

2972: You used thé werd ammunition: P said. that t‘hat tnbe of Chlppeways
did not' require ‘the sapplies of ‘ammunition. They feed upon the.sturgeon,
thlch is so abundant upon Ra.my Rlver and the Rwer W‘mmpeg9 where they

ve PR
 2073. Some of the Red River settled Indxans stﬂl go out to the huntmg regu-
}larly, you-are. aware ’b--—I beheve that two«ﬁhxrds of the populatlon go out to tl'-e
untlng ol L g T

2974. And: the other thu'd remain at home ?—-The other thu‘d who are of 4
different origin, remain at home.: *

2975. What do they hunt with ‘?———They hunt vuth the gun mth ﬁrearmq

76." Mri Bell.] Which are the tribes that yeou haveé mentioned which are
independent of the Company 7—They are Sotoes and other Chippeways. ‘

2977. Where are they located ?—-—Upén the banks of the Ramy Rlver and
River Winnipeg.

2078.Are the Chxppeways mdependent also ?—»-Partly i e
- 207¢: You say that there'is a great'difference between the dlﬂ’erent tnbes of
Indians, with regard to the civilising of them?—¥es. = - ©

2080. What tribes do you conmsider as most readily adoptmg the hablts of
civilised life >—The Swatiipy and Saskatchewan Crees ha.ve adopted them more
extensively than any other tribe. - : b

2981, ‘Where aré they: loeated ~—They are- located fmm‘ Lake Winnipeg to
the English river, called also the River Missinnippi, or the River of Churchill.

2982. In a north-eastérly diréction from-Lake Winnipeg ?— Northerly; and
in a direction from east to: west from Hudson's to Carlton House. : -

2983. Mr. Charles Fitzwilliam:] Can you give any réason why -the Crees
ore readily adopt civilised life than the other Indians in-the country ?~—Speak-
ing of the Crees;, there are 4 great many families of the Crees, the Sotoos,
whom 1 have mentioned, dnd the Chlppeways, who speak the -same 1ann-uage
and 'are the same’ people, only using different dialects. The Crees in the
lower part of the Saskatchewan, the: district which I have just defined, have
been long dependent upon the traders for their supplies, and therefore they
have the more ‘easily assumed the habits of civilised life. But the Crees upon
the upper part of the: Saskatchewan, who associate with the Stone Indians,
are very turbulent and very difficult to manage. -

2084. Are not most of the Red River half-breeds, half breed Crees i—I
suppose they-are. ‘

2085. Do you not thmk that that perhaps is a reason why they 1ore readxly
adopt 'the habits and customs of civilised man ?—I cannot thmk that that is a
reason.

2986. Mr. Bell.] Have you reason to behevc that the Company encourage the
settlement of the Indians, whereverit is practicable, and assist the missionaries ;
or rather, do not (hscouraoe the missjonaries, in any attempts which they make
for settlement >~~1 believe that they assist the missionaries to a certain extent
(X do not know to what extent), in a pecuniary point of view.

2087. But you have no reason to suppose that they throw any obstacles in
the way of the missionaries >—On the contrary; I had a good deal of con-
versation with the Roman-catholic missionaries at Lac La Crosse, and they
expressed themselves hlghly pleased at the attentmn which ‘was shown to
them. *

2988. Have you ever had oceasion’ to witness cases -of famxne among the
Indians —I have ‘se¢n the Indians come in to the ex:pedmon posts ‘suffering
from famine, and théy were relieved.

2989. Have you seen any cases of starvation, of Indians having absolutely
died from want *—No, I have witnessed no mstances of that; I have heard of
man

v 3940. In



