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were

land in the name of the Queen. He and hia associates en-

deavored to cany out the objects of the charter. Ho
failed ; and he was not regarded as having any right of
property in the Island, in consequence of this giant. The
grant which was made to tlio Plymouth Company and to

the London Company, extending from the Atlantic to the
South Sea, were not supposed to convey to tliom more
territory than thoy reduced to possession. 'Now York,
which was patented to the Duke of York, lay within the
limits of the country formerly covered by the
charter of other parties. The principle which 1 have
stated shows that the title of those parties was not so much
the patent from the Crown as their arms and their mer-
chandize ; and we must look, not to the charter, but to what
they accomplished under it, to ascertain what thoit- title

was, for it is not simply the extent of territory which they
claimed, but Iho extent of dominion which they secured for

the Crown by their oneigy and enterprise, that wo have to

consider. The lludson's Bay Company had upon the shores
of Hudson's Bay at the time their charter was grunted but
one post. Fort lluport,on Eupert Kivor. The King's patent,

I suppose, may have conveyed to them this post with a rea-

sonable area of territory within its vicinity. What more
they acquired down to the time that their possessions were
seized by France must be detormiuod by a careful consider-

ation of what they did and of what was done by France. I
deny altogether that the King could convoy to thorn by this

charter a title to territory which was not only at the time
not in possession of the Crown, hut of which the company
before the TroJity of I\3\swlck had not reduced to possession.

From 1(J1)7 to 1713 the country along the coasts was
in the possession of Franco. It was not })ossible,

after this period, for tho Comptmy to acquire

any fresh dominion on their own behalf. iVll the
country which they had ovor held looking towards Hudfeon's

Bay was to be restored and no more. What thoy had held

then at any time before l(Ji)7, was ever after tho extent of

heir possessions. Their grant was a grant wiliiin the

>; raits of Hudson. They claimed it as extending from
<rrinim'ngt()ii Island to Lake Mistassin. Before the Treaty
of Utrecht, thoy made no claim to the ownership of the
country south of the Bay. Thoy were content with a claim
to the exclusive trade.

Mr,

gontlom
BANNIOIIMAN. I would like to a>k tho hon.

if this Treaty of Utrocht that ho is talking

about was not later than that?

Mr. MILLS. W^hat I stated a moment ago was a ])ropo8i-

tiou of the Hudson Bay Company. It was accordance with the


