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8 Metlakahtle and the Norlh Pacific Mission.

body, property must at once be sacrificed to avoid disgrace. Anumber
of blankets, shirts, or cotton, according to the rank of the person, are
torn into small pieces and carriedoff.”

The religion of the Tsimsheans is thus described :—

“The Tsimsheans, I find, believe in two states after death: the
one good, and the other. bad ; the morally good are translated to the
one, and the morally bad are doomed to the other. The locality of
the former they think to be above, and that of the latter is somewhere
beneath. The enjoyment of heaven and the privations of hell they
understand to be carnal. They do not suppose the wicked to be desti-
tute of food any more than they were here, but they are treated as
slaves and are badly clothed.

¢“The idea they entertain of God.is that He is a great chief. They
call Him by the same term as they do their chiefs, only adding the
word for above—thus, ‘shimanyet' is chief, and ¢lakkah’ above :
and hence the name of God with them is Shimanyet Lakkah. They
believe that the Supreme Being never dies : that He takes great notice
of what is going on amongst men, and is frequently angry, and
punishes offenders. They do not know who is the author of the
universe, nor do they expect that God is the author of their own being.
They have no fixed ideas about these things, I fully believe ; still th:y
frequently appeal to God in trouble; they ask for pity and deliver-
ance. In great extremities of sickness they address God, saying it is
not good for them to die.

“‘Sometimes, when calamities are prolonged or thicken, they get
enraged against God, and vent their anger against Him, raising their
eyes and hands in savage anger to Heaven, and stamping their feet on -
the ground. They will reiterate language which means ¢ You are a
great slave!’”

A very curious tradition fespecting the first appearance of -~
white men on the coast was related some years ago to Mr.
Duncan by an old chief :—

¢ A large canoe of Indians were busy catching halibut in one of
fhese channels. A thick mist enveloped them. Suddenly they heard
‘a noise as if a large animal was striking through the water. Imme-
diately they concluded that a monster from the deep was in pursuit of
them. With all speed they hauled up their fishing lines, seized the




