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on Bet Kruys, and bring us back a branch of herself and which it was evident must have 
the wild box which grows beside it.’| belonged to the chief of the band of robber-

On hearing this singular proposition, the himself The valise contained some articles 
assembled peasants turned towards the stran- of men’s apparel, and four thousand litres in 
ger, whose eyes had assumed an expression|gold. At sight of so large a sum, all present

•* It was evening in the month of of contes pruous cunning, and gazed on him cried out more loudly declaring that the poor 
June, 1793. Michael was from home ; Kret- silently and long ; but none seemed disposed : girl had well earned it all, and Madame Van- 
tel and Madame Vanderstitchel busied in re to accept the chat age. At this moment a derstitchel, in her exuberant joy, nearly sti-
moving the remains of a supper they had just soft and gentle listed had pressed lightly on | fled her in a warm embrace. Then the auber-
served to so ce travellers, and inhabitants of the shoulders of the unknown. gister, without further explanation, locked hid however, beneath this rude exterior Come
the earireas At the close of the rep 1st, at • fine me the piece of gold,' said Krettel, 'up the four thousand livres ni a strong box, ,then, tool that thou art, thy heart is warm &
the moment when the covers ton had be- whose eyes were yet filled with tears, 4 and Aland had the horse bedded up in her stable.—
come more gener J, and the pipes of all were will go to the crossways of * Het Kruvs.’ - ‘ It was 
lighted, the men a aus d ihemselres by r ela-

band of freebooters, who will respect thee as 
the sharer of thy master’s bed, and pay thee 
tribute. There are more joys than thou thin- 
kest of in our unknown retreat. ‘Tis my 
bushy eyebrows, my thick beard, my severe

rage to her aid. She threw back the shutter 
of the small window, which was beside suffi- 
cleady defended by the iron b ars, and bolted 
it fast —O! how her fingers trembled ! and 
seizing Michael Vanderstichel’s guo, mount-

TH E HEROINE.
OR THE BLACK BROTHERHOOD OF WENTENS- 

FIELD.

looks which frighten thee, I see. By Belz 
bub, my patron. I never knew what it w is to |

: ed to the first story, and took her place at the 
window, levelled her piece at the two bri-

court a pretty girl, or play the lovesick swainigands, who were endeavouring to force open 
by her side,but a passion worthy of thre • lies the stout old oaken door, and threatened them 
hid however,beneath this r with death if they did not instantly depart—

At the same time; in order to prove that it
free—come to my arms, let me press thy bee 
like waist, and snatch a kiss from thy plea- 
•ure-provoking lips of thine.’

was no bravado, site fired and instantly rechar- 
ged her weapon. The robbers held a coun
cil, and a few minutes after one of them re-

only at this moment that it was per- 
ceived with surprise that the stranger was no

will go to the crossways of * Het Kruys.’_
* Thou, young girl!’

tag stories of sup: ruatural app ittens seen 
at • Hei Kyruyz’; they talked a great deal 
al so of t: e numerous II fis which were each

Krettel darted to the other side of the room 
and hisleuned to put the table between Jaen 
and I er.

longer in the hail, without any one being ex- 
actly able to tell when he left it.

However, the next day being Sunday, Ma

commenced his efforts against the door, which 
happily was, as we before said, stout and 

, thick, whilst the other made a lour of the

"Krettel! brave, Krettel!’ cried all the 
peasants, laughing loud, and “clapping theirNugent Jonn 2
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night committed in the De • N i, no,' she cried, doubtless reckoning house to discover a weaker side by which he 
much on this new means of defence, my heart might gain admittance. Our heroine then

, and ‘I will go,’ continued Krettel resolutely. — dame Vanderstitchel dressed herself in her
1 the is si-silatiols 4 ′i atous palace, as She took a morsel of red chalk, and threw |best at an early hour to go and hear mass at 

roads of the ruins of her eyes on the-Widow Yanders itchel. ‘It Turkhout, and it the same time give in forma 
ta whether 1 have nut more tion to the officers of justice, for she was the son of my mistress. He is to marry 

anxious to know whetlier the hor s next spring O monsieur,do not destroy

they said, near the is not free. I love Michael Vanderstitchel, f won the wings of the wind, and barricaded 
Wertensf Id All w re greed in tribut- will thus be seen whither 1 have nut more tion to the officers of justice, for she was the son of my mistress. He is t» marry me every other outlet. For a long time she sus- 

anxius to know whetlier the horse and his next spring O m
in all 4 ic ors, a b. l of rob r-. wi li had Madame Vanderstitchel would doubtless burden might be considered a lawful capture. ‘Tis false! by all the devils that were ever kept thus in check all the rage and mad at- 
been give u the name ef iië B k Brother-- have opposed Kreit I’s rash design, but the But before setting out, she enjoined Krettel spiwaed! Thou must have lied, ! say, con- |tempts of the Black Brotherhood of Wertens- 
hood of Wertensfield, nd, as ;: was assert-, young girl had taken the piece of gold, and to take great dare of the house in her ab- fess it quick [ and in his anger the Lrigand field A large stack of s’raw chanced to be 
ed, collected together is the woods of Hol- despite the darkness of the night, darting sence 
sters, under the order of one named, Jaen, through the door, already disappeared, | ‘Clean the pewter dishes well, child,’ she 

d throughout Brabant for his. When she suddenly decided on accepting said, ′and get breakfast. W e—my son and 
the string r’s ch llenge, Krettel had but one me, I mean —shall soon return ′

drew a large knife from his belt, hurled it 
across the table with such force that the blade

, in the court; the wind blew from the north,
that the flaines would bethere was no

was plunged quivering up the bilt in t! 
ness of the wooden wall. Neverthel

long eel thick- carried ; with herroof of the
And, as ever 

-, each in his turn 
rd. These fearful

cruelty as well as 
happens on such 00

usual ad tress Krettel profited by the circum- 
Mance.—She seized a flatting brand, hurledlie saw the terror printed on the young girl’s 

features, he made a gesture as though to stop
otite, that of atoning f r hr clumsiness, * And we’ll go this evening to the kenesse 

and proving to Madame V inderstitchel that of Ho gstraeten, said Michael, gazing tea- 
she was not so faint hearted and timid as she derly on Krettel.
thought; and then that threat which had been ‘And 1 will bring thee a silk apron and

i
stones w e. 
confidence 4ti 
undisguised c

it from the window on the stack and in a few 
moments a bright red flame darted up, and' 
clled for the assistance of the neighborhood. 
She also seized the rope of a large bell, des- 
tined to summ a the servants of the auberge- 
from their ouid for work to meals, and ring

hnie self.tened to Ly some with a bli id 
heir truth, and bro hers with 
tempt. At this moment migh

am wrong, he 3 
of words; but

me,come.
as lay asile, these war

member, my beauty, I never beesech in vain 
—thou art henceforth, mine.—Thoa must 
needs penetrate the mysteries of Werten-fiaid

made her of driving her from the auberge, the maline handkerchief with crimson spots from 
1 nought of being compelled to take her depart Turkhout,’ resumed Madune V anderstitchel, 

nounced a «pa nt farmer, : nd who has, = ture. of being for ever se par ted from Mi- earbr cing her. 
entered : - carat ei at the • ■ of ie i- ■ .h g el—ali—all—hid impelled her to brave a .Courage, I 
had asked for a pot of beer, pl ced lutnself aten ......... fear Bat when she found herself Michael in her ear, and squeezung her hand,
the end of he 1 tie, aids toli-ten wul .•,. in i he dark wood at an advanced ‘Adieu, Krettel. adien, gay didghner!-

—attention to whit 1 s toll about H t K: £ of Th . might, fir fro n eve ry habitation. Thou remainest alone, therefore take great 
of he p - sts, dina a place of so many fearful things were care of everything, and mind the business of glasses down. I expect two of my baud,anon 
: by .. ru..- told, her heart began to fear with quick and the ho use as well as that of the kitchen.' and hope before their arrival to have appeised

I tion of her delight, Krettel thy reluctance, and silenced those scruples
- * .• t _ of thine which offend me,’

le d Mitrit costume an-— • -

have good hopes,’ whispered and now our safety imperatively requires that it lustily, and without ceasing, scattering thus 
we make sure of thee. Thou must either the alarm I r and wide, whilst with the mus- 
die or become my companion. Choose the ta. ket, which she point i every in ment she kept 
Aidnow raw me s me beer, and get ne ~th men of J sen’s band at a r spéctful dist-Turry William 

W•1

• Hag! devil’s dam ! . Wilt thou hold thy 
cursed n use!’ cried the brigands, with an ex- 
pl sion’of frantic rage difficult to express.

Wait ! wait !′ said one of them, who ha 1 
managed to scale one of the walls and gel 
upon the tout We will soon silence th e 
with a vengeance !′ and be crept into the kitch-
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Ill returning fro rd she try compelled to 
ping courage by theL. four men in 

a .I took fi,:n
stood on the threshold of the door until heri down Navig ir te

L.m all the 1.1 Krettel hastened to serve him,hoping there- 
by to turn aw ay his attention from herself and 
thus escape his brutal adv ances. . She lighted 
a lamp, raised’a tr p-door, which opened in 
toe hall itself, and descended a flight of steps

eyes ached, gazing earnestly after 3 dame 
Vanderstitchel and her son as long is she

she might g in from persever- 
e by failure. Already hid she

L 3
devi ct believe be.uas ?"

i the gloomy Cortes of Hol- could see them wending thejr way outlier 
d she perceive loaning on a to Turkout. Then, at length, she ent 
dr reded walls of i he chateauSaint Patrick -
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The night
D et l’eters1 
ne’r the old cl 
from the c spe
FCV tingly hun

the house with a gentle sigh, and set to work eu chimney, intending by thit msacs to make 
good his entrance. Krettel ran and threw 
two or three faggots of green vine branches 
on the embers. The smoke ascidled i.i 
clouds, and speedily suffocated, asphyxiated

with ardor and diligence, thinking all the But scarce had she passed thelowest step,and 
while on what Michael had a id to her in a reached a cold J imp passage, th in she he rd 
low voice. And if any one f on the top of steps behind, which she doubted not were 
one of the eminences about Holsters had cast loose of Jen following her. The wretch, 
his eyes on the high road, be might then have doubtless, hoped in a place so small to red ice

of Wertensfield. The sky was dark and me- 
I. lug, thick vapers rolled heavily along in 

the spice; they veiled and unveiled by turns

aers

hick
t he pale rays of the moon who herself s eemed 
gliding r pidly on her way to take shelter be- 
hind the lodering cloud. 1 he a! ern te 
lig it anwsh le rendered the savage aspect of ample cloak, cautiously INE me woo - — - ****** ***** ******* ...,., .uczperac that moment the door gave v. 
t ose desolate and dismal places yet more where he had kept concealed while Michael resolution 1 he moment site saw him enter beaten ^ -The young servant to 
striking and fearful. The sight of the chi-! and his mother passed by, cast a look at the the passage, she blew out the light, glided , - less terror Tr shebn -
per of the chneau, with its half ruined arch-many windings of the pathway to see if they swiftly between him and the wall is the dark, i
es, whose sculptured and indented outlines had dis appeared, and at length bend hissteps and before he could

>u
Lt .0*1 e forts, he could 2. •. < r ;
D 4 he press I s horse to a qui 
still saw the shi dew remaniai

I rid of it — 
er pace, he 

hoist less. , 
id Did he

the wretch. He fell heavily, his dress on 
fire, and half dead on the kitchen floor. Ata man of lofty stature, enveloped in an his victim, more easily to his vile purp use — 

leing the wood Then terror inspired Krettel with a desperate d wasbelud Iii on 1 
sli Ven lus cour

preserving stifficie.pe I, ever ,.. , . . .. - 1 r 1 1, lost without resource, but she rustantiv recog- had dis ppeared, and a length bend his steps and before he could recover from his suprise, nized her mistress, and all the inhabitants 
towards the auberge of B eckx, after hliving had darted up the ladder, let dow is the trap. B who had in , learn the 
first made sure of the solitude ed silence >™ upon it the table arrs kitchen dresser,” cause on bearing (lie sound of the alarm bell 
which reigned around. nd Iillen breathless on her knees to thank I - i 1, I as well as seen the hre, and tainted in the 

cted long and deeply within 11 area for h wing thus m raculusly escaped of Michael is scarcely necessary to the danger which had threatened her. add that the capture of Jaen and the two rob-
r tel was ye al agit ation, anxious y is- bars brought on the arrest -execution of they 

tening to the robber, who dashed himself a- rest of the band of the Black Bro: herhood of 
gatast the trap, uttering fierce blasphemies. Holsters. As a testimony of the country’s 

Hope, when she heard a loud knock at the door of gratitude for so eminent a service, the sum 
the auberge, j0 rush lit a moment thither, e,. 1.1.1L
to lock and double lack and Bolt the dour, acithe rumsor Wertesssell was granted •
was the work of a single moment, for shegues- to Krettel as a dowry. She was henceforth
sed that the applicants for admission must be rich, and Madame Vanderstitchel, touched
the villians whom Jaen de Holsters expected, by her devotion, no longer opposed her mar-

. , ur Drsh shot receiving an answer lhetro riage with her son- The ensuing spring, as
moment ofher reaching the foot of Het Krirys, that she found herself in the presence of the Sice PO ... a : one side the shuiter of a small she had herself said, Michael led her blushing

laugher from all followed the crash: of the she distinctly s w a light flash from the vaults unknown, who the evening before had thrown, low window, defence 1 by iron bars, and cast- and happy to the altar of the village church,
erockéry. The anger of Ma ame Vander- of the chapel; al the same instant, a singular out the challenge to go during the might li in3 a look into the interior of the huse they and a few years after. Madame Vanderstitchel

stitchel may easily be imagined. noise which sounded near her made her turn write her name on the pedestal of flet Krugs, first obsersed Kettrel; whom fear had called having paid the debt of nature, Krettel at
1F ol! stupid idiot! you are always doing her head, and she perceived in mute alarm a * Well,’ said the man to Krettel, hre then "" - " ′h- - 4 - -» ′ 

some mischief or other deed, horse already bridled and saddled, a valice on art, 3 ung g I, whos
for you stand with your arms dangling idly his back, pawing the ground with impatience, ing stocks of the brotherhood of Bolsters,
like t e busy body you are, and give away to fastened to the branches of the tree under and venturest all alone to brave the general

was A 
trickled 

hworse

to pi event hams i.i 10g out It
cold sweat Leden ed defi sed a 

: the tufts
gainst an heroism of

dyish hi 
reepers. 
ig ; the

from his brow ! but lichens and other
when he reached Het Kruys, 
ly heard himself called on to: 
whom he instantly recognised

Tie sudden- 
by a lino 
en of II l-

the fallen build-DEPARTURE OF ======= eh cluster cd c 
antic tea —es Krettelof for th t
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. herself after the dep inure of Mich el and his 
mother. Never h id she experienced s’ much 

happiness at any one time. Madame Van- 
derstitchel had called her her child, Mech «el 
pressed her hand and bid her bpe.° 
what a joyous future, and what choppy pro- 

TS of the jects did the poor young girl build on that

stically around ; in fine the 
high, sad and solitary, rose fr

for
sters, and who cried out to Li.u .:. a ; 
voi e----- ′

• Well Miss Idleback, what are you
the deserted

iig into the neigh- 
ether, all contribute 
reigned around, to

there motionless, arid t

stitchel, ru 
for some t.

this in ment the W. dow. V: 
lely pushing Krettel awt r.

ver, lik • the spirit of single word A few mi 
she heard a

had scarce nown 
k at the door. —

had been 1. entag with rapt poor young girl, 
ner Waersagers the surr anding d 
a apostrophe, she m skiug the le ist 11

attention to the story of I. 
Startled by so unexpected

5, she still advanced, 
possible, and P in- 

breath, who it, at the

•y When
listened to open it, and it with a

hat mixed wit 
erself in the pr

let tall the plate she had in her hand, and it 
broke into a thousand fragments. A burst of

fully retaining even the
Het Kr411

18 a. m.
y Coach—Mondays, Wed 
days at 10 a. m

e r s t 
to the place. The robbers were disguised |leagta found herself the mistress of that au- 
as mendicants. ,, -, . I berge in which she had so long and so dili-

good girl, said one of them, with a , ____ c.
hypocrital drawling twang,’have compassion gently filled th P a Isere

terror which they inspire by the dead man’s upon two poor wretches who have not lasted ! "Indeed - exclaimed, after havinglistend 
cross, 1could never have suspected so much food since yesterday.’ to the story with much interest. Krettel de-

■Go away, I have nothing for you,’ was the serves better things than SO obscure and 
reply. ■ tranquil a happiness. I would give this chain
. We hare travelled the whole night from : of gold to have known her, and obtained the 

Tilburg, and are worn out with fatigue.’ Give kiss she refused to Jaen de Holsters.
us a morsel of bred for mercy’s sake, and al- ‘You will have no trouble in doing so 
low us to rest under this auberge! monsieur, interrupted
• No, no—it is impossible,’ said Kettrel, ficious stile, * for you

3
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... silly fears, to affected delicacies, line a young 
girl il at has never left a town. I know not 
what prevents me from turning you out of 
doors this very instant, good for nothing.'

It w is the first time M ad ame V anderstitch-

whose shade he seemed awaiting the arrival 
of his master. There was no longer room for

courage under such a pretty face, nor in that 
sweet and timid look of thine,'

doubt—the place was inhibited by the Black 
Brotherhood of Holsters ! She instantly fell 
on her knees on the steps of Het Kruys, pi
ously invoked the protection of Heaven, and

1 be strange tone with which he uttered
el had openly spoke of sending her away
There lore did such a threat cause the young then, after having with

these words froze the life-blood of Krettel » 
heart.

• What mean ye?' she hesitatingly asked.
• Listen ! he roughly replied; 'this is no 

time fur concealment I am Jaen, the chief 
of the Black Brotherhood of the Holsters. li 
was my horse thou stolest away at Het Kruys, 
and I am now come to demand an explana-

bit of red chalk tra- hostess with a ma- 
before you KrettelF girl's eart to fee! a bitter pang. I.i the meaniced her name hurriedly on the pedestal, and 

the peasants Ind already resumed the, broke off at wild box, she hast and Michael Vanderstitchel.'* You treat us very harshly, resumed the 
man with distrust, for the short sharp tone of 
the young servant, her extreme paleness, and 
do abtless also the disorder that reigned in the

interri pied story.
* W ill, as I was just now telling you, it was 

Jaen himself in flesh and blood who thus

to resume tier way back to the auberge, but 
as she turned towards the chapel, a human 
I .rm, whom terror prevented her from clear
ly distinguishing, rose erect in one of its 
roofless aisles.
'Stop!' cried an imperious voice, which 

was repeated by all the startled echoes o!

At the sight of the wrinkled visage of the 
worthy old dame I soon felt my enthusiasm 
. the 11111stoppe . the unhappy M aersagers. 

ted thet", he said, at the same lime
* I expec- 
clapping apartments, began to give rise to some 

picions in his mind. Have you not see 
the road near hear a man of elev ated stat 
with a brown cloak, and whose head was 
vered uith a brord brimmed hat!

sus- I of Becks cool down to zero. But that cir- 
stand laps, added a fresh charm to 

ure, the event of the evening. It was the fact

tion from the audacity of thy conduct, yes- 
terd ly in the ruins of Wertensfield.'

Krettel, half dead with alarm, fell tremb- 
!iug on her knees.

• Mercy ! mercy, monsieur !' she said,clasp-

the F zale of a pistol to his head: * instantly
get off thy horse, for I and thee have an old
account hi settle.' In a moment the tanner. W ertensfield

individuals who have no ac- 
ffice to be paid for in advance 
, Nr. struck off at the shortes 
d for on delivery.

AGENTS

*u shelter 
the trap-

saw hi uself surrounded on all sides by the 
black b otherhood of Wentenshield, who strip- 
ped him of every valuable in the twinkling 
of an eye. And very lucky it was for him, 
for under pretext of that theft so th arvellonsly 1 
approves. Peters W aersigers refused to pay • 
him a ston he is as much pressed th do, and 
obtained fresh lime from ins compassion ate 
creditors. The accident was, in lact, a for-

Then Krettel perceived that promptness of
resolution and great presence of mind could: ing her a inds; "take back 
alone save her from death, or something not kill mé !

your gold, and do • Not a soul ! 1 Hecthe very oldhave not
a soul !' interrupted Krettel quickly, whs 
terror augmented in proportion with the ol 
sunancy of the two men to remain at the gr

med in a corn r ol the apart- 
identical one which had fallen 
f Jaen de Hol ters; and the 
whn, after having taken leave 
sis I resumed the road from 
nes, it was with a new interest

Jaen Iughed al ud.
•• Kill thee, Krettel! and who ever had

as theworse The shrill sound of many whistles 
ran loud through the resounding rilins ; a pis- 
lol w as fired, but she luckily esc sped all iuju- 
ry in the surrounding thick gloom li istily 
did she unfasten the horse, throw herself in- 
to the saddle, auddart off at a gallop on the 
road to Becks.
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ted window. / next ni ». «I.i*.
At this moment Jaen again threw his body %l any ki.ii 

violently against the cellar trap, for, as he Tilburg Mas 
weard a faint murmur of converse tion with that I passed 

the young girl, be suspected that his allies ' fiel I, and per

such a thought I Listen attentively. On the 
contrary, I tin ch armed at thy b id conduct, 
it the unshrinking courage of which then 
hast given proof I tell thee wench, thou art agh the ruins of tv eriens- 

i alar off, at the junction 
ng from (loogstraeten to 
traded remains and solitary

fi 1-4 
stone

ne by writing thy name on the 
Het Kruys, and I am resolved

spixte o currence for battis, 
about as much truth in it as

I fancy there s 
the other strange were at hand With

• Help, help !' he howle 
his prison house. • Help, 
the door !'

[of the1 on m nutex ? ter, completely breathless, 
Krettel re ached the d or of the auberge w here 
she was t

to take thee with me to the ruins of Wertens 
held, amidst the forest of Holsters, I wil 
make thee my companion, my mistress, o 
17 wife, as thou mayest pie use.'

from the d pth of » Ei 
comrades ! beat in ’ as

»broilstories a glibirgold of the b. 
of Wert field' of* Let Kruys.' k.!

peasants, the pr used her courage high, mid 
ed the sir ger taking part of the conversa- with mute but expressive tenderness by Mi-
tion ; • but yet I’ll wa ger a trifle in it no ie of chael Vin derstitchel, wh », on his return home,
these here, who show so ma i incredulity, hiring learnt with much disquietude what 
d re vea are to repair I A e at : is lite lnar hid taken ply e: wisj ist on the point of set- 
to the ersst roads of Wurtt mde d C • a, sag out to met ter at the croxs-w y- of Hei . .
let sail he ari l, dreni .ou his parse; Kruys. Krett hastened to r lie what ti d have : • I. rich i. ;dies; and Jous binque

bit of red chalk, will 2° and write has aane the burse of which she had thus possessed

''Tis all very fine, my master,' interrupt- Ti «! ha !' cried the robbers, laying aside ! Hops. — H ope is a il itterer, but the most
the girl, writhing further attempt at dissimulation and in- * untight ofall parsa ites for - e frequents 

the po .r man's but, as well as the place of his
‘Holy Virgin,' exc 

ter arms in despair.
+What dost then I

t.nth assuming a tone of menace. vfear? Wi: 'What is that we hear below there! W 
unsel thee, mi hie, to open us the d or, if 

thou wouldst not make acquaintance with the

superior.'—Shenstone.
well thou wilt enjy perfect f eed in, s-i•

Wit. __ 4 Wit to be well defined, must be 
defined by wit itself; then, swill be worth lis-, 
toning to.”

points ol our knives' 
speaks to thee, but the chief of a determined Krettel once more recalled her failing cou-
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