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A NATIONAL rol.t,

We hold the tonowing statements to
be fundamental in their nature: *

(a.) The "commerce of the Pacific
Ocean will increase rnpidl}_' until it "has
assumed an enormous magnitude;

(b)) The completion of . /the Panama
Canal will give an extraordinary im-
petus to the expansion of this com-
merce;

(¢.) The grain products of the Prairie ;
Provinces will form a very large item in
that commierce, and:'the .greater part ot .
thé swheat lands are much {nearer the
Pacific eoast than the ‘Atlantic, ‘except
a portion of ‘Saskatchewan, whllch is
nearer Hudson’s Bay. : .

(d.) The western seaboard of Canada
is accessible to ocean-going ships all the
year round. )

F'rom these facts we draw the infer-
ence that it is desirable in the interest
of Canada as a whole that there shall be
cstablished on the Pacific frontier a port
that shall be in every sense of the word
national.

What are the essential requisites of a
national port? They are:

Accessibility from the ocean;

Safety of approach at all seasons of
:gixe year and in all weathers;

“ Proximity to the great routes of traf-
fiz and.travel;

The extent of natural and artificial
facilities for shipping;

Connection with the continental rail-
way systems.

In no place on the whole Pacific littoral
are these the first three requisites more
fully met than at Victoria. The Strait
of Juan de TFuea plays a part in ocean-

horne commerce that is even now of
surpassing importance, and its great-
ness in this respect will grow with a

rapidity that will make its progress in
the past, notable as that has been, seem
slow in comparison.

The fourth requisite can be supplied
hereat least as fully as at any other
poit on the whole coast, and we are now
in a position to feel confident that the
nceessary facilities will be provided,

There remains 1o be considered the
{ifth requisite, namely connection with
This

com-

tiie.Continental -railway systems.

can for the purposes of ordinary
irerce be efficiently maintained by

ferries to the rails on the lower main-

car-
sut this is not enough. The time
hias come when, as Sir Sandford Fleming
said nearly forty vears ago: “‘rail con-
nection with Vancouver island must be
established irrespective of cost.”

Sir Sandford, with prophetic vision,

realized then, as Judge Haliburton real-
“ized three decades before, that at Vic-

toria or vicinity must be the great Na-
tional port of Canada on the western
To Sir Sandford other termini
a transeontinental railway secured

ocean.
foi

and
the construction of a railway to them

sufficient for temporary purposes,

wculd be more in keeping with the then
financial ability of Canada than one im-
piying the bridging of Seymour Narrows,
but the ports of Victoria and Esquimalt
le ‘regarded as the

ultimate goal of

Canadian inter-oceanic railway com-
munication.

‘With the wonderful development of
the Orient, the early completion of the
Panama Canal, the rapid settlement of
the Prairie lands, and of the
necessity of usserting and maintaining
Canadian maratime  supremacy in the
and of the revolution in

the size of ocean-carriers, we believe the

in view

Pacific Ocean,

time has come when the anticipations of
this great engineer should be carried out
and that a great National Port
should be established at Victoria, with
all that is implied therein as set out in

in action,

the five requisites mentioned above.

ESQUIMALT'S DEFENCES

Indications that some definite steps
will be taken by the Dominion Govern-
ment to rehabilitate the defences of
IBsquimalt are contained 1in the news
from Ottav.va that it has been decided to
mount the two'nine point two guns which
Blave been lying sSo long in disuse at
the foot of Signal Hill. The utilizatfon
53; these two guhs wag clearly a duty
of the late government but one which,
ever since the defences of the port were
handed over by the Imperial authorities,
lgs been  systematically sidestepped.
We have had two indications following
closely upon each other that this part
of the Dominion is about to receive a
just mcasure of treatment. Of course
ithe ‘question of defences is purely a
;{a,tlénal one and the value of Esqui-
jmalt as a base rendered it imperative
that something more than the inaction
Which has ' ‘characterized the past
shiould be evidenced. Colonel Hughes
Jealized this during his recent visit and
he has been prompt to act, spurred on;
q:,s he himself s.cknowledxea. by the
;;emistency bf Mr. Barnard, the member

3 provznce we qulte axree..

emclency,” he sald,

W€

speaking, to be satisfied wtth‘fth

servants of British Colnmua; Comsfd~'
ering the ‘amount of worh sther rante,.
- of country and the newness ot ths .dutlag

they  measure up, well with |
‘servants.” ’rhm words . wm m_

in answer to 'a deputation from the |

local ' 'board of trade when ' state~
ments were made about the efficiency
of civil servants. Perhapé no bodj comes
in for more oblogquy than civil servants.
On account of their duties they are con-
tinually in the public eye, The honesty
of purpose and attention to duty which
in ninety-nine cases out of a hundred
inspire their actions are 1ost sight of
in the face of the one little omission
which they may make. They are the
butt of censure and at best they are
only “damned by faint praise.” The
'ooard of trade and other' interests in
the city want changes 'made in land
registry office conditions. . In other
words they want a new land registry
office, or changes such as will render
the- present structure more fireproof.
It is regrettable that in' any requests
towards this end which have been made
that any imputation should have been
cast Which might serve to bring dis-
credit on the government employees.
They are a painstaking body of fnen who
have got to meet the needs of a new
We
believe that if the present registry office
is insufficient for the needs of the city
that the government can be relied upon
to remedy conditions. But what the
government will find it very hard to do

country which is growing rapidly.

will be to provide a ‘better body
of civil servants. than exists in
the province today. We believe
that in spite of any com-

plaints that may drise’ from ' time to
time that the people, as well
government, realize that they have got
good men in the public service and will
agree With the tribute for which Pre-
mier McBride is responsible

LOOKING AHEAD,

Dr. Nye, the newly-appointed Dean of
St. Paul’s, is disturbed at the indus-
trial outlook. He is speaking of con-
ditions generally when he says: “Work
has been dehumanized and despiritual-
ized, and the speeding up of monoton-
ous processes has imposed an intoler-
able strain on the nerve o{ the work-
ers, the conditions of town life had
ruined the physique of the labouring
classes, and a progressive
tion of the physical,

degenera-
mental, and moral
character of the people is taking place.”

He thinks tHe industrial outlook for
Great Britain “very discouraging  be-
cause of Oriental competition that is
certain to be much in evidence in the
future. 'We quote his observations on
this point.as summarized in the Daily
Telegraph, with the eriticism that the
Dean has over-estimated the wage of
the Chinaman and Japanese at home.

He was afraid it was impossible that
they could long remain the workshop
of the world under these changed con-
ditions. As surely as water found its
own level, so surely would the trans-
fer of industry and wealth and power
to Eastern Asia be a necessary sequel
‘to the European Labor movement.
When they remempbered thata Japanese
or Chinaman was content with one-
third of the European’'s wages and did
eonsiderably more work in the time,
they would not feel ‘much doubt that
if things went on as they were Poplar
and West Ham would some day have to
be turned into grazing farms. In this
country, at any rate, the twentieth cen-
tury was the spendthrift heir of the
nineteenth.

He regards the temptation offered by
Australia, which he describes
nearly cmpty continent
reach of

as ‘“a
within easy
the—industrially—more - effi-
cient yellow races,” as so serious that
he laments, in advance what will hap-
pen to the é?mmonwealth “if ever the
British fleet ¢ceased to .patrol the ring
fence.” In such an event he says “the
yellow men will make short work of
the pampered trades-unionists.”

The good Dean is: pessimistic all
along ‘the line. Our progress has “a
soft and flabby side.”
Tetish,

Democracy. to
He says we
want more ‘‘nationality, patriotism and
imperialism.” He tells us —ihat. in bas-
ing its institutions upon the rights of
the masses, society is *standing on its
head,” He expressed the astounding
opinion ‘that ‘“the state of the funture
would take life mercifully, but more
freely than they do now.” Judt what
this means we do not know, unless the
Dean wants a restoration of the days
yof Loufs XIV. of France, whose views
Wwere expressed by the - tutor of his
&pn, who said: ““Phe lives, the persons
and t&p yroperty of the pooph. aie the

him is a mere

as “the:

cusalon ;roxe 'ou»t or t
ﬁtu&e assumed by t,he

to assist ‘Germany in an

war.‘ “The .Triple All!ance,"
newspaper, “is. an . allance of peace
concluded between pacific sﬁates to de-
fend the peace of Kurope,” . Then fol-
lows this significant sentence: "It can
only exlst if the German people does
not permit its love of peace to be dis-
turbed by incendiaries.,”
the Triple Amanc.e is fast ' becoming
very doubtful. TItaly py her course to-
wards Turkey has  provoked German
ill-will, and Awustria by her course in
restricting the theatre of war to Africa
has incurred the displeasure’ of Italy.

aggressive

The value of

If the Mountain Ash Choir will Te-
turn to Victoria the theatre will not
hold the audience. - Its concert on Sat-
urday was the most remarkable  illus-
tration of musical phrasing, tone and
expression ever heard in this city.

The assassin
sentenced to

McNamara  has been
imprisonment . for 1life.
This punishment will in some measure
fit the crime, if the sentence.is carried
out. The chances are that some fool

governor - after a: few  years, moved
either by sickly sentimentality or po-
litical considerations, will set the mis-

creant free.

The despatch of Mr. Coste 'to Victoria
by the Public Works
connection with the
water, may not be
triumph,”

department in
proposed break-
“an ' oceasion for
as a contemporary - says, but
it is & cause for great satisfaction. We
are glad to receive an- assurance that
there will be no difference of opinion
among the Victoria papers on this im-
portant question and ‘' that both the
daily journals will do all in:their pow-
er to assist Mr. Barnard. That is the
right principle. - There is great work
to be done for Victoria. Let us forget
politics for the time being and all pulil
together.

The final figures of the Census of In-
dia are published and show the follow-
ing results. The number of male resi-
dents of the country is 161,326,110 and
of temales 163,806,427, making the sur-
prising total of 315,132,537 persons. The
London “Slight vestiges
of the European contest for supremacy
in India remain in the-French and Por-
tuguese, Settlements, the only portions
of lndia absolutely independent of Bri-
tish. rule. The Census of the French
Settlements, carried on synchronously
with the British enumeration, has yvied-
ed a provisional total of 282,379 per-
sons (an increase of 3-4 per cent.) while
that of the Portuguese
taken in December last, yielded a re-
turn of 604,930 persons, These figures
bring up the total number of persons
within the geographical confines of In-
dia and Burma to the huge total of
316,019,846, as compared with 295,166,
039 ten years ago.”

Times says:

Settlements.

This is an increase
of 7 per cent, and is convinecing proof
that the outcry made against British
rule, that it leads to the depopulation
of the country, is without foundation.
The incréase shows that a problem of
over-population is. one: with which the
government of india -may before long
have to grapple.

Those ‘who are curious .as to the
phraseology of courts will be interested
in knowing how the Commissioners ap-
pointed to do certain things in the King’s
absence are styled. Their collective
title is Counsellors of State, and they are
thus mentioned individually: ““Our Most
Dear Cousin ‘and Counsellor His Royal
Highness Prince Arthur Frederick Pat-
fick Albert.of Connaught, Knight of Our
Most Noble Order of the Garter, Knight
Grand  Cross of our Royal Victorian
Order; Our-Right Trusty and Right En-
tirey beloved ‘Counsellor the Most Rev-
erend Father in God Randall Thomas, by’
Divine Providence Lord Archbishog of
Canterbury, Primate of all Kngland and
Metropolitan; ‘Our  Right ' Trusty and
Right Well-beloved Cousin and Ceun-
sellor Robert Threshie, Earl Loreburn,
Lord Chancellor of Great Britain: and
our Right Trusty and Well-beloved
Cousin and Chancellor John Viscount
Morley of Blackburn, Lord President of

our Council. Note that 'they are all
‘“cousins” except the Archbishop. that
-the Duke of Connaught is “‘most dear,”
that the Archbishop is ‘right entirely
beloved,”

qule; “well- uekove "o

gary ls under no obllgatlon fwhatever

says the

and Lord Lorebun 'and Vis .|

Why not, then, Christmas. gifts for your home? Furniture pieces—why not? Nothing SURELY more serviceable!
NOTHING SURELY WILL BE MORE APPRECIATED, and there’s such large, pleasing, satisfying variety here
that just the things that will most dehght those to whom you would give—are readily found.

Let then-this store be your Christmas store—there’s every “reason why’ it should be.

Unlimited selections of lasting, serviceable gift pieces—Christmas Dollars will do greatest duty, and if the Christmas
Dollars would do still GREATER duty, come today.

BEAUTIFUL RUGS AND CARPETS FOR
CHRISTMAS

At this time we have one of the largest and best as-
sorted stocks of Rugs and Carpets ever shown in Victoria.
Our Carpet expert had in his mind the great demand for
handsome Rugs and Carpets last Cliristmas Season, and
purchased heavily in order to be fully prepared for the
coming holiday season. VISIT OUR SECOND FLOOR
AND SEE THE SHOWING WE HAVE SUITABLE
FOR: “GIFE ~PURPOSES.  'INSPECT . OUR : NEW
CHRISTMAS STOCK.

Heaxy Azminster Rugs, 9 x 10%4ft. .i...........826.00

Chenille‘Axminster Rugs, 9 x 10%4ft. ...... ..$35.00

Victoria #4xminster Rugs, 9'x 10%4ft. ...... -.837.00

Body Brussels Rugs, 9 x 104ft. ... .00 ..$21.00

Tapestry Rugs, 9 x Io/ft ........... R $16.00

Seamless Rugs, 9. x 10l4ft. ... .o... B g ivin $17.50

Art Rugs; 9 x 10l4ft. ....... 2w W ntie e S ... $15.00

Wiltati Rugs,/ g x 1obsft: .o odi i 0 oo $30.00

Velvet Rilgs, o x 12t ... .. 008 i .$27.50

Ingrain Rugs, g x'12ft. ", .. 000000 RIS Sty o S 2%

Smyetia ' Rugs, g xoft .. .. .0 0 .. oo SRl LS $30.00

Tapestry Carpets, sewn and laid, per yard gL 85¢

Brussels Carpets, sewn and laid, per yard .81.25 :

Velvet Carpets, sewn and ‘laid, per-yard ..... ... 81.50 Wilton Carpets, sewn and laid, per yard .......... $1.?Q
Axminster” Carpets, sewn and laid, per yard :..... $1.90 Ingrain Carpets, sewn and laid, per vard ............80¢

WE HAVE A SIZE TO FIT ANY ROOM—COME AND SEE THEM

LADIES SEE OUR GOVERNMENT ST. WINDOW DISPLAY

FOR DAINTY GIFTS FOR YOPR LADY FRIEND VISIT OUR SECOND FLOOR TODAY—GIFTS IN
GREAT VARIETY HERE AT CHRISTMAS PRICES

XMAS ARRIVAL OF LADIES’
WORK BASKETS AND CASES

LADIES—You'll appreciate these new Christmas arrivals

on our first

floor. This is the finest showing of these goods that have ever been seen in
this city. . EVERY ONE NEW in'design. You want a gift that your friend will
appreciate. You've got it when you see these Work-baskets and Cases. ‘Come

in and inspect .the showing. welcome. Priced from $10.00 to

$1.25.

You're always

Gifts to Suit Everybody and Useful
All the Year Round. New Sea Grass
Chairs, Etc. Just Arrived. See These.

We have received a small shipment of Sea Grass Chairs, etc.,, which is an ideal gift to give to anybody, and the price
is very small.. You can use these beautiful chairs all 'winter in your horhe and all summer on your veranda. It's the “Ideal
Gift.” - It will'be appreciated by anybody. And, mind you, they look worth four times the price we ask. Strong and dur-
able, made over Lacquered Bamboo, m many. different designs.

SEA GRASS CHAIRS, $5.25 . SEA GRASS WASTE PAPER BASKETS, $3.0c, $2 25 AND
SEA GRASS ROCKERS, $5.50 WOl T e e v

SEE. THE SHOWING ON OUR FOURTH FURNITURE FLOOR

.............. s ese sessssne

THE STORE THAT SAVES YOU MONEY

Victoria'’s It You Don’t
‘PO[‘)ular See What You
Home- Want Step
- Furnishers Inside
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