the head of a poltical party, whieh
has clahned 0 be ‘tbe champion of
Senate retorm for.a quarter of a cen-

Iy, =Dlsaaantly temarks m eftecttha-t :

‘he would “be, glad to carry out his |
pledge in that behalf if ‘'some one|
would be so kind as to show him how
10 do it Meanwhﬂe the = aforesald
leader fills up vacancles as they oc-
cur: with the staunchest ava.ilable Lib:
erals he can find "and the Conserva-
tlvep dare not make a- serlpuu pro-
test, for their leaders did the same
thing when they had the appolnung
power in thelr hnnds Both parties
are in: the same bpx, with this differ-
ence that the Libei‘ala promised to
retorm the’ Senate and the Conserva-
tives aid not. And so the present
condition' is likely to continue until
some party leader realizes that you
cannot make omelettes without break-
ing eggs. In other words, Senate re-
form will not be brought about until
some political leader ‘in power real-
izes that he has to break up the old
and mistaken idea governing the Con-
stitution of the Senate: This idea
came down from Crown Colony days
and is utterly out of touch with mod-
ern, democratic, self-governing ptln-'
ciples; -

The two fundamental errors in the
Constitution of the Senate of Canada
are the life tenure -of office and the
appointment of Senators; by the min-
istry of the day. The.suggestion has
been ‘made. that .the obdectlan to the
appointive system might_be overcome
‘by. permitting the leader of the Op-
position to nominate a certain propor-
tion of the vacancies as they occur,
but this is a poor expedient, besides
being quite out of harmony with the
principles upon which our govern-
ment is based. To pay the Leader of
the Opposition a salary was a some-
what startling ¢hange; to:permit him
to have a voice in 'appointments
Would be to vest dn a person
not responsible to Parliament the ex-
ercise of prerogative rights of the
Crown, which constitutionally are
only exercisable by the responsible
ministers. It has been suggested that
the appointive power should be left
untouched, and that the term of the
Senatorial office should be limited.
This would simply mean that the
government 4in power dat the expira-
tion of the Senatorial term would fill
‘up the chamber with its own political
friends, and, if it was displaced from
office during the next Senatorial term
its successors would have to deal with
a hostile upper house."

These expedients and others like
them: are simply suggestions as to the
making of omelettés without breaking
the eggs. The remedy for the recog-
nized evil is only to be found in the
abolition of the appointive principle
and the life tenure of office. But it
always was ‘easy to suggest Tow to
get rid ' of something objectionable,
anad it is uéﬁally more  difficult to
Propose something in its plaée.

Let us analyzé the situation as it
would .present itself if the above ob-
Jectionable features: of ' the. Senate
were disposed of. There would re-
main four things to be considered:

The qualification of Senators.

The term of office.

The method of election

The distribution of Senatorships

At 'present a very mo! erate -proper-
ty qualification. is required. It is too [
small to make the Senate exclusive or
representative of what may be called
the interests of property, and yet it
is large enough possibly -to keep out
of the Senate men, who would adorn
the office and give the country good
 Service. © As mno gbod: purpose is
served by the property quahtication.
and as its maintenance would limit
the choice of the electorate, we sub-
mit that in any plan of Senate reform
it should be omitted. " ‘Resilential
qualification ought to be required,” In
other words no one should be eligible
for election as a Senator in any other
Province than: that in which he ge-'
sides and had resided for a term of
years. Removal from a province

Mts so that the ptiuciplé ot Jtopor-
tional repremt&tion could be. ap‘

There remalns the~ dlatrlbutlon ol’
Semltorshipq. m:st between the prov
lnces and ‘second within  the prov-
lnces 1t does not occur’ to us that
this need preqent any very. serfous
d;tﬂculty. ‘We ‘suppose irregularmel
could not be wholly avoided, but they
could be reduced to a_ minimum, Per-
haps it mlsht be 'Well to ‘declare that
the Senate should consist of a fixed
number of members; say;, one ' hun-

have less than two, the remainder to
be axiporﬁoned between the other
provinces according to population, a
re-apportionment to take pkace after
each deoennial census.  Senatorial
constituenctes within ' the provinces
could be determined in the same man-
ner as are the constituencies for the
Houge of Commons, with which, how-
ever, they would very rarely, if ever,
coincide, !

We advance the above suggestions
for what they are worth.

THE HOUSE OF  LORDS ..

The House of Lords is probably the
oldest legislgtlva body 'in*'the world;
or perhaps it would be more accurate
to say that it is-the oldest b_Ofly now
exercising legislative functions. The
reason of its existence is not to, ‘be‘
'found in the reasons usually advanced
for'its continuance. By far the greater
number of - the peerages are ‘modern
creations. ‘Their holders’are the hom-
inal ‘successors of the ancient baron-
age, but they are not actually so. -To
think of a man, who has beén made a
baron because he ‘acquired a fortune
in making carpet tacks, for example,
and contributed liberally to the cam-
paign funds of his party, as being in
the same class as the bold fellows who
forced King John to sign the Great
Charter, or such men as Warwick, the
Kingmaker, Essex, who sought to place
the English crown upon the head of
James of Scotland, while Elizabeth
was yet alive, and the like, is absurd.
The ‘ancient baronage of England was
composed of men;, who yielded the
King allegiance when they saw fit and
withheld when they were so inclined.
We ‘are not discussing the quflity of
the individuals who made up the an-
cient peerage or make up that of to-
day; we are only. trying to ' enable
readers to see things in the proper per-
spective. The ancient baronage as-
serted the right to be consulted in the
making of the laws because the bar-
ons owne'd great estates, possessed
great bbwer. exercised administrative
authority within their several domains
and were expected to rally with their
retainers to defend 'the nation, and
even to fight the battles of their king
abroad’ Today we have hereditary
legislators, who owe their position to
the fact that their fathers or their
grandfathers made good “beer,” or
good poetry or good public works. This
is no argument against the fitness of
the modern peerage to act in'a legis-
lative capacity. It is not an argument
for anything in particular. It is ohly
the statemient of an ‘ historical fact,
which' is of interest'eSpeclally in view
of ‘the fact that the Lords themselves
seem disposed to abandon the right of
legislation as vested in themselves by
the hereditary principle.

We hardly think that the general
public in this country appreciates the
democratic nature of the proposals to
wl_xlch the Peers gave their assent by
adopting, as they did at the last ses-
sion of Parliament, thé Rosebery pro-
gramme of reform. . We are constantly
told that the Liberals, or as they are

hereditary chamber, but this is not the
\case. That radicalrvsuxg‘eu'ﬂou eman-
ated from the L@l’d& The m}nlsterla,l
programme, as far as it ‘has been dis-
closed, a.hl'xs at the rstentlon of the
hereditary principle unlmndred. mere-

hereditary right of legislation shall be

dred, of which no ' province should

usually called in ‘this connection, the
Ragdicals, propose 'the abblition of the |

1y qualifying the ‘manner in which this_

ship for the Dmose of gtnvl
cleaning her bottom.” There is'a ver

cept in the comnection just menlioned.
and it means to clean. A graving dockr

has been excavated, as'many suppose.f

Aried to catch General Baden-Powell
An San Francisco, has once more got
herself in the limelight, but this time
it is as an opponent of woman suf-
frage.
woman gains her rights, as the suf-
fragettes call them, she.will lose all
of her influence. ‘Women' today have

governments and such things than
one imagines at first. If she were to
have a vote, well—then some of them
‘would be treated just like & great
many more men with a vote. I am
sure they don't have very much in-
fluence.”

WORK PROGRESSING

Store to Supply Construction
Gangs Established at Col-
wood : Station — Surveying
Second Twenty Miles

The work of buying the right of way
over the first twenty miles of the Is-
land section of the Canadian Northern
Pacific “ Railway is proceeding rapidly
and only a few outstandingrclaims re-

Carlin and Grant Smith and company,
the contractors have the work of con-
struction well started. ‘A camp and de-
pot have been established at Peddar
bay and a store at Colwood station,
while the sub contractors have gangs of
men at work at different points along
the first twenty miles.

Meantime surveys ‘are being carried
out on the ‘'second twenty mile section,
in spite of heavy snow being encounter-]
ed beyond Sooke. As soon as these sur-
veys are complete, and the 'route defin-
itely determined the sub contracts for}
this' portion of the route will be let.
Just beyond Sooke some laborious con-
struction work will be necessary and it
is ‘estimated that for some miles this
portion: of the road will  cost from
$60,000 to $70,000 per mile, before the
necessary grade of sl!ghtly over one per
cent, is' obtained.

: Present intentions of the Canadian
Northern Pacific Raflway company pro-
vide for stations on their Island route
in the vicinity of the present stations
on the E. & N. railway which the new
road. parallels, ' and .also ‘at Metchosin
and ' Sooke. The company will not es-
tablish. townsites' on the Island, -or at
least it has no plans for such prepared
at present |
i e
Seattle Investigation

SEATTLE, Feb, 23.—The grand jury
continued the examination of police-
men today in the investigation of al-

police -department under the adminis-
tration. of - former Chief .of Police
Charles W. Wappenstein. It is un-
derstood that the evidence in connec-
tion with the graft case is -nearly com-
plete and that action will be taken in
a few days. It is probable that ‘the
grand jury will then take up the in-
vestigation of other vities and county
departments.

———— .
3 Rebels Blocking Work.
WASHINGTON, Feb, 23.—An._ un-
‘official telegram received at the war

at Los Angeles is to the effect that
insurrectos in the neighborhood . of
Mexicali have captured a train loaded
‘with supplies for the ‘workmen .and
animails employed on the constructlon
of the dyke along the Colorado river
Just across the international line. If
this  information is confirmed, . offi-
cials say it probably will Jead to re-
newed representations to 'the Mexican
“government pointing out -the necessi~
'ty of preventing interference with im-|
_portant. engineering. work as Anjuri-
ously affecting the welfare of the

“to grave,” although it is obarnete ex-t

| {s therefore not. necessarny one ‘tha.t»,

Lady Sa.rah ‘Wllson. of whom we )
lhieard during Mafeking days and who |

She _says: “I think that if:

more influence over the affairs ' of |

ON NEW RAILROAD|

main now to be adjusted. Messrs. M. |8

leged graft conditions existing in the

department from General H. G. Otis|

uno. .

tlers on' the Amerlenn side of tlw

THIS SATURDAY MORNING OFFER 'is a good one, and’ 1f you are in need of a Dinner Set, you certainly should
see these that we are offering teday. They are the most attractive that have ever been seen in this city. The prices are

more than reasonable, and we know they will delight you.
this morning when our store-opens;.it is your only chance.’

Here are four interesting prices: '

You cannot ‘get a better buy in China Dinner Sets.

»
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DINNER
109 PlefeEsl- $27-50
This beaatiful Dinner
Set in Bavarian china is
very reasomable at the
above price. The design
has 'a gold edge with
green decorations.
This set consist of—
11 Dinner Plates
| 11 Dessert Plates
12 Tea Plgtes
12 Soup Plates
12 Butter Pads
12 Fruit:Plates
‘12 Teas “anhd Saucers
|~ 3 Platfers’ 7 ©
Coveréd Dishes
2 Bakers .

Sauceboat and Stand
Covered Sugar

Jug.

Bowl

See all ‘this Dinner
Set  of Tog pieces for
$27.50. This is a spe-
cial price,

P 520,00

This' Dinner Set of
Royal Austrian china, in
white and gold, be sure
and see when you visit us
today.

This set-consists of—

Dinner Plates
Dessert Plates
Pie Plates
“Coupe Soups
Individual Butters
Fruit Saucers =

_Teas and Sugars
‘Flat Dish, !4-m

“Flat? Dlsli‘, Izam. i -BEpais

BERep A

Pickle 7

Covered - Butter sth
Saucebgpat and’ Stand
Covered Dishes
Covered Sugar
Cream Plate

Note that this'is a spe-
cial price, and your only
chance ‘to get it will be
this morning, Come early.

| 12 Butter Pads’
‘12 Teas and Saucers

DINNER SET,

98 Pieces - $I200

A o8-piece Dinner Set
of / Austrian china, with
pink. flowers and green
fern .for decorations—
something worth seeing,
$12.00.

We have a great assort-
ment of Dinner Sets for
you. to select from, but
we want you to see these
specials.

-This set consists of—
22 Dinner Plates
12 Dessert Plates
‘12 Soup - Plates
12 Fruit: Plates _
:12; Butter - Pads:, .
12 Cups and Saucers

2 Platters

Covered - Creams

Sugars

2 Covered Vegetable

Dishes

2-Bakers

1_Slop Bowl

Come and take a look This is your chance to
at. these 113 pieces and get a fine big Dinner Set-
see if $18.00 ‘is not the for very little money.
most reasonable price you You have heard of the
have ever set eyes on. Weiler Quality.

-DINNER SET,

113 Pieces - $1800
.. This Dinner Set of
Austrian  china has a
beautiful decoratlon of a
blue flower and green
spray. You will like this
one.  ‘It’s great value at
_the money,

“This set consists. of—
12 6%4-in. Flat Plates
12’ 8-in. Flat Plates
12 gl4-in. [Flat Plates
12 g-m. Soup Plates

5-in. Fruit Saucers

T
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2 Sauceboats and Stands-

: % Covertad’ Vegetable\
i Dishes - - ‘

Bakers = -

11-in. Platter

13-in. Platter

15-in. Platter
Covered Sugar Bowl
Covered Pitcher
Slop Bowl
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Choose Your New Hall Furniture
From These New Arrlvals--
A Great Variety

If you have a hall that is needing replenishing, we have the articles for you

to select from.

furniture at prices: to suit everyone.

HALL STANDS

Elm Hall Stand, with square mirror, and folding seat and

hat and coat rack

Solid Quarter Cut Golden Oak Hall Stand, with large oval
mirror and copper coat and hat racks with hollow seat and

- lifting top

Solid Quarter Cut Oak, Early English Finish Hall Stands,
oblong glass 22 x 28, coat and hat rack, panelled front lift

Golden Oak Hall Stand, with- exceptionally large mlrror
with lift up seat and hat and coat rack

HALL SEATS

A big variety of Hall Seats we offer in either
golden oak or:Early English finished oak. Most of
They are all of very styl-
ish designs and well finished.

Hall Seats; in solid quarter cut oak, Early English
finish, $25.00, $20.00, $16.00 and
Hall Seais, solid quarter cut oak, golden finish ,$1600

them have a covered seat:

$12.00 and

$15.00

If you have a hall in your new home, and you want it furnished
with the best quality goods, which will make it one of the most attractive and
comfortable rooms in the house, don’t fail to see these new arrivals.
ety we have for you to make your selections from is incomparable.

Umbrella Stands, in solid quarter . cut golden oak,
$12.00, $6:00 and

Umbrella Stands, Early English finish ......

Umbrella Stands, in golden oak

Umbrella Stands, in solid quarter cut oak, Early Eng-
lish: finish, $7.00, $4.50 and ... :

B ILANYEA RAT o S

o
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The vari-
We haye hall

=

No matter how. small or how large your
hall may be, we have furniture to suit it.

Here are a few of our prices—

HALL MIRRORS

A fine variety of Hall Mirrors to match the hall seats
can be examined on the third floor in either Early Finish
Oak or Golden Qak. The. mirrors are of the very best
quality.

Hall Mirrors, solid quarter cut oak, Early English finish,
. $18.00, $1600 $14.00, $9.50 and $7. 50
all Mirrors, in solid quarter cut oak, golden finish, $30.00,
$2ooo $10.00, $9.50, $8.00, $7.50 and

COSTUMERS

Brass Costumers . S
Iron Costumers, cream color e e A

UMBRELLA STANDS

e o

..$7.50
.$6 00

. . 0

.$7.50
.$2.50

A At St s S
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THE WEST’S GREATEST FURNITUE HOUSE

Furnishers !
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