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IN THE BEGINNING

We are told that “in the beginning
God created the heavens and the earth.”
Before we can decide what estimate to
place upon this statément, that is
whether it is a simple -allegation in-
tinded to meet the natural curiosity
of a primitive people, or the culmina-
tion of centuries of investigation, sev-
eral things must be determined. of
course in what follows all claim that
the Book of Genesis was written by
divine inspiration is ignored; we are
{reating the quotation just as Wwe
would treat it, if it had been made by
any ancient wwiter. . The general
opinion seems to be that Genesis was
in part, at leaSt, written by Moses, al-
though whether or not he was the
author of the first chapter cannot be
ascertained, for -the book is so very old
that matters affecting its authorship
must always remain to a certain extent
epoculative. If Moses wrote the text
quoted, we may at once set it down
as the statement of & very learned and
able man. The same book informs us
that Moses was skilled in all the learn-
ing of the Egyptians. To what degree
of scientific advancement Egypt had at
that time attained must also Yemain
«peculative, but we know from the ag+
tual work attributable to Moses that he
was a man of profound wisdom and ex-
tensive knowledge. The assumption
{hat we know very much more about
everything than the ancient Egyptians
aia is perfectly gratuitous; therefore,
if Moses 1is the authority for the
statement that God is the Creator of
all things, it is not necessary to as-
sume that he was telling & tale for the
benefit of a primitive race, or that he
was speaking from divine inspiration.
He may have been simply giving in
one concrete statement the best cons
clusions of the philosophy and science
of his day.

Yet it is obvious that such & state-
ment, made with great authority, would
readily obtain credence &mong prom-
itive peoples. Hence we find ‘it im-
plicitly received by our own ancéestors
after their conversion to Christianity.
They did not wholly forsake their old
heathen gods, which we are inclined to
think, only represented a. sublimated
ancestor-worship; but they accepted
without question the eXistence of &
Creator. It was also to be expected
that, when men began t6 emngage in
analytical investigation and made so
many and such wonderful discoveries
beneath the surface of things, the belief
in a Cregtor W -
began to think that they perceived im
maiter sufficient power to render un-
necessary the postulafion of a Creator,
to paraphrase Herbert Spehcer's ex-
pression. Matter could apparently do
80 much, of itself that there was no need.
to suppose the existence of any force
external to and controlling it. When
Darwin, Huxley, Spencer, Tyndall and
the other great scientific lights of the
mid-Victorian epoech published = their
works, the general opinion was that they
had written “Finis’"across the field of
human investigation and had barred God
out of his Universe. These great men
did not themselves make any such claim.
They were content to Say, or at least
some of them were, that they did not
know, in other words, that they wére
agnostics, which is the correct attitude
of the scientific mind towards matters
that have not been proved by
scientific methods. It is possible
to be an agnostic intellectually and yet
spiritually “know in whom we have be-
lieved.” But the strides of science have
been great since these meén so deeply
impressed mankind with their efforts to
reach the truth and their confessed fail-
ure.  Where it was popularly thought
that Nature had written “No thorough-
fare,” there are seem to be hundreds of
avenues of research. The Xiray, radi-
um, wireless telegraphy, thése“and other
things have been discovered simce those
days, and sueh an advance has been
made that Sciénce may almost say that
she thinks she perceives an identical ele-
mentary basis of all ferms of matter,
and an essential unity of all kinds of
force. If that proves to be the case,
we will be getting pretty close to an
undertaking of how thihxs were just af-
ter “the beginning,” and it is quite pos-
sible that the most sdvanced inquiry
V\_'ill be compelled to adopt “the Jhypothie-
sis of God.” Until then modern science
will probably remain agnostic, but it by
no means follows that a more ancient
science, the science in which the writer
of Genesis, whoever he may have been,
was educated, had reached the condlu-
sion that after the material ‘world and
the forces operating upon it had .been
reduced to their last analysis, human
wisdom stood confronted with a great
unknowable creatér and sourcé of - &l
that is. It is quite possible that the’
text quoted was the ultimate consumma-;
tion of a wisdom, which was more than'
a fantastic representation of physical:
forces in the form of persons, something
more than the mere gropings of half
educated men, something vastly diﬂ?erentb
from inspiration, but the result of cen-
turies of patient investigation info-the
secrets of creation.

But whatever it may have been, there-
is something immeasurably sublime in:
the announcement, with which Genesis’
opens. “In the beginning, God.” The
rest of the textis only an inference from;
this great trumpet-toned proclamation.
If He was in the beginning, He must
have created all that is. Therefore the
great teaching of the ancient writer is
that anterior to the existence of a vis-
ible universe, anterior to the operation

from whose will all things emanated.
Doubtless the mind cannot grasp the
thought, for it is unthinkable. We only
Enow that it must be the case. Sych a
knowledge need ot ‘hecessarily be deriv-
ed from research inte matérial. things.
The - spiritual side of our nature may
teach us the lesson. It is well to re-
member this. There are things which
cannot be discovered in a laboratory,
and they are the most real things in
life. “Theére _are more things
in. heaven and earth, Horatio,
than are dreamt of ' ‘in our philos-
ophy.” The side of our nature, that dis-
covers these, may also, if we permit it
to do so, find many other things which
are hidden from science. It is true that
science is, and properly so, agnostic as
to the existence of God, but it is also
agnostic as to the existemce of the“love
that 2 mother bears her child. Why
then should it know anything about
Him who is love? )

ABOUT PEOPLE WHO WORRY,

“Make. the best of the best, and do
not: make bad worse by worrying.” Seo
said Lord Chesterfield in one of his let-
ters to  his- son.. Another individual
rather more._graphically gave expression
to the same idea thus: “I. have always
found that my worst troubles were those
that never happeéned.” A very well
known and successful Canadian business
man once expressed himself in this way:
“Worry cannot help the past; it injurgs
the present and it is useless as to the
future. Do that which is next-to your
hand as best you can. You are not res-
ponsible for results.” And a greater
authority than them all said: ‘“Sufficient
unto the day is the evil thereof.””

We often hear persons speak of the
remarkable manner in which the people
of the United States grapple with seem-
ingly impossible business propositions,
and how: little they are cast down by de-
feat. They are mot as a rule any more
intelligent than Hnoglish people, nor any
more venturesome in business, ‘and net
as a rule anything like as good business
men; but they do wonderful things. The
secret may lie inthe fact that they aré
almost always optimistic, and treat
what is past as something not worth
thinking about. No doubt the effort to
throw off business cares sometimes has
a mischievous effect. It leads to high
living; to abandonment to amusements
not always of the best Kind; but this
need not be the case. It is quite pos-
gible to find respite from the inevitable

ranxiety of -business yithout zesorting
We do ng

digsipation in any form.
‘ndvocate any particular wiys and meang
of gatting td of worryy what we wish
to inculeate is the wisdom of not wor-
rying ‘at all. e
Probably most.worries are due to our
own carelessness. We do things which
we know at the time we ought not to do,
or we act hastily.’ We have some way
or other to give thought to everything
we do, and if it is not forethought, it is
afterthought, and afterthought generally
means worry. But some people ‘will say:
If T stopped to think everything out, I
would never do anything at &ll, for
there are so many sides to every ques-
tion, so many unforeseen possibilities,
that the more I think the more undecid-
ed I am. All this is true enough, yet
this is no reason for inaction. " Most of
the things, which are within the realm
of possibility, are without the remotest
bounds of probability. Do what seems
best at the time from a full knowledge
of the circumstances as they exist. That
is all that the wisest can do, and having
done this do not worry. Every now and
then some one tells us how he woke
up in ‘the night and could not get to
gleep again for the thoughts relating to
some busincss transaction that came
trooping through his mind. Every one
Aoubtless has had this experience, if not
in businéss matters, at least in other
affairs. Such thoughts are of very little
use. The doctors tell us that during
the night our vitality is at the lowest
ebb, and these dire things which we al-
ways can foresee at such times are prob-
ably ouly, the effect of the mind endeav-
oring to deal with-affairs that are be-
yond its grasp at that time. What we
think are thoughts are in point of fact
only waking nightmares. Depend upon
it, the worries that comé to us,when we,
lie awake between the sma’ hours and
morning are of even less value than so
many dreams. ‘
Nearly every one has had his share of
worries over things that he has had to
do, from asking his banker; for a little
necessary accommodation up to asking
a girl to marry him, and he has found'
out, not that he could always get either
the accomimodation or the girl, but that
failure to do either was nét such a:
dreadful thing after all. We have heard
people say:. “I wish it were tomorrow,
for then I ;would be rid of the anxiety
of to-day.” What's the use of worrying
about a thing like that? It is sure to be
to-morrow. There is a story told of a
Victoria man, who- once called upon a.
friend at 2:30 for a loan of $500 until
5 o’clock.’ He began to tell of the cer-
fainty he had of getting the money, and
of how sure he would be to repay it, if
he did not receive it from the expected
quarter, and so on, making a really pa-
thetic and convincing story. He closed:
at 4:80 by saying: “Will you leét me
have the money?’ “Certainly,” replied
his friend. “Under any other éircum-
stances I would be glad to give it to.
you; but you said that you only wanted:
it until B o’clock, and it is now: half
past four; so if you will sit down for
half an hour you will not want it at

of physical forc@s there, was a Being,

all.” A good many of our troubles are,

like this 'needed loan; if we would only
sit down for half an hour we would not
have them at all. . L

THE PANAMA CANAL

The Panama Canal will, When com-
pleted, be 49 miles long. Beginning .at
the Atlantic end it will extend on a level
with the ocesn a distance of 7.15 miles,
Then there.will be three locks by ‘which
an ascent will “be made “to . what: is
known as ‘‘the summit'level.”” "This part
of .the canal will be 31.84 miles long.
Then it will drop by one lock and con-
tinue on a level for 6.47 miles, Then
two locks will bring it down to the level
of the Pacific--ocean where it will ex-
tend for 4.23 miles.” What it will' gost
is unknown. Up to the fime ‘that ‘de
Lesseps failed in his undertaking the
expenditure showed an underéstimate of
upwards' of $125,000,000 but the greater
part of this was wasted. .Affer a great
Commissioners  in . charge of the work
have reached the conclagion that mo
trustworthy estimate ‘can be arrived at
as to what the total outlay will be, and
the following arrangement is to be adopt-
ed. The governmeént will make engage-
ments with contractors to do the work,
and agree with them as to -what percent-
age they shall be allowed for profits.
The contractors will be obliged to submit
all their vouchers and will be subject.to
certain deductions for loss of time. The
least depth of the eanal will be 45 feet
and its minimum width 200 feet, but the
inequality of the surface and the lakes,
which‘ lie in the course to be followéd,
will cause very considerable variation
from these figures.

deal ofinvestightion “the United States

CONCERNING TWINS.

‘A writer once said that there are two
things for which no man was ever pre-
pared and that is twinsThere is doubt-
less a good deal of truth in this, as the
experience of some people will testify.
“What is the  ‘mattéer this ~morning,
Sarah?’ asked-a bountiful Tady of &
little girl, who eame to her house to re-
eelve a daily allowance of things to.eat.
“It's mother, ma’am,” was the answer.
“And/ what iy the matter with your
mother?” asked the lady, and the child
added in_a . tone of aﬁbsolute finality:
“Twinges, ma’am, twinses.”  Hvery one
has heard of the question which that
delightfil  humorist, -Atrtemus Ward,
asked after ‘he. had seen  the famous
$lamese twing, Chang and Eng. He ex-
amined them ' with the greatest. care;
inspected the Tgatent’ which “Bound
them- together, and then .glancing.pp as
though ‘inspined, asked:

may bhave had- sons- who 'were distin-
guished in these lines, and around them
tradition wove the myth of  the
more ancient twins, whose names were
associated with the stars.- That sort of
thing takes place ‘today. During.the
war of Secession all manner of amusing
incidents and ‘all manner of funny stor-
ies ‘Were connected with the name of
President Lincoln. A century ago there
were eurrent many Napoleonic myths, so
to speak. - The further we go back in
histgry ‘the move of this we find, until
a8 we reach the period of Charlemagne
it becomes difficult to distinguish between
what is fable and what is fact. We are
quite safe to assume that the people of
twenty centuries ago were very much
like we are today, and that they were
very likely to associate with the names
of actual heroes stories that had either
a mauch earlier origin or else weré¢ pure
inventions. The fact, however, that Cas-
tor and Pollux were recognized in nam-
ing the’ constellations -of:«the  Zodiac: is
pretty conclusive evidence thaf at the
time, whenever it was, that the learn-
ing of: the ‘world had sufficiently advanc-
ed to produce astronomers, who knew
enough of the apparent course of the
sun to devise 4 series of star groups by
which “his” position ¢ould be determined,
there was. exfant a tradition of noted
twin brothers, whose memory was per-
petrated by attaching them to one of the

groups.

ABOUT NUMBERS

Thére are many. very curious things
about numbers, for which it is.difficult
to give an explanation, and perhaps
some <Colonist readers, whose tastes
may run in that direction may think it
worth while to study some of them.
Most of what follows has never appear-
ed in print, and whether any of it pos-

sesses much actual value is at least un-
certain.

For a first illustration, let us add up
any column of figures, say:

476
536
892

; .. 1904 .

Now add 1, 9, 0, and: 4 together and you
get 14, and adding the 1 and 4 together
and you get 5. Now add the figures in the
lines in the column. crosswise, thus 4, 7,
and 6, equal 17, and so with the others.
You get as the result 17, 14, and 19;
and if you add these three sums together
you will get 5Q, and 5 plus 0 is 5, which
is the same as you''got by adding the
digits in the first tofal, 'There,is doubt-
less Bome’ reason wils this:is always. the
‘case Ho' matter whilt Agires’ are used, or

“Brothers? | how - many enter into the .calculation.

Perhaps you may have heard the story ; But what is it?

told by -one of twins. - He said. that
when he was quite young he and his
twin brother were put by a .careless
nurse in‘a ‘bath-tub, and she went out
to kiss the footmanm. When she came
back: one of thém was drewned. The
lady to whom he told the pitiful story,
which was in much greater wealth of de-
tail ‘than it is here: given, exclaimed:
“Your poor brother,” “Yes,” lie replied,
“That's what they thought for, & long
time, but afterward they found out that
it was really'me.” Now if you choose to
treat this as an utterly impossible fale,
weé do mot know how you can be pre-
vented, but:that is what the hero-of i
said, anyway. Here is another tale

which bears upon the face of it more !

convincing® evidences of probability.
There was once a young man, who was
engaged to one of two remarkably pretty
twin sisters. .Said a friend to him:
“George”—you may have observed that
all young men in newspaper love stores
are named George—“How do you man-
age when you're courting those girls to
keey’from gotting them mixed up?”’ Yon
will never think of George’s answer, and
yet, when you hear it you will see that
it was the ‘most ndatural one. What
George said was! “I don’t try to.” That
appears to exhapst the subject for the
present.

The most noted twins in history were
Castor and Pollux, although some au-
thorities allege that they were really two
of triplefs, the thifd of the group having
been .that :very -beautiful and. somewhat
notorious' Helen, who caused a _good
many troubles in her time, among them
the ten years’ siege of Troy, and wound
up her career by settling down to peace-
ful married life, with the hisband from
whom she rah away, This remarkable
young_lady. has had, however, so many
parents attributed to her that there is no
particular necessity .of connecting her
with the famous twins, whose names
have - been - attached to -one ‘of the
constellations of' the Zodiac.” The story
of Castor and Pollux illustrates a point
that was made last Sunday in these col-
umns in. regard -to myths, . Some, writ-
ers say they were twin sons of. one of
the kings of Sparta; others acecept the
myth that they were children of Jupiter
and a Spartan queen; others again ‘say
that they were probably: very. ancient
heroes, whose memory came down from
a forgotten age. The suggestion that
the intelligent peéople of Greece and
Rome believed that these twins were ac-
tusl people, and that,they were placed
in ‘the sky as constellations-after their

death, is rather too much of a'strain on’

human credulity. Some of the explana-
tions, whieh scholarship has offered for
these ancient tales, are more difficult of
acceptance than the tales’ themselves.
There is no doubt that both in Greece
and Rome these two. worthies were as-
sociated with athletic sports.of all kinds,
Qastor’s specialty being horses-and that
of .Pollux boxing. It is by ho means
improbable that some -king of Sparte

l

1

j and 5 make 6.

For a second illustration take the fol-
lowing. . Take any number, the digits of
which added make 19, Thus,289, the digits
of ‘which' added make 10, and 1 and 9
make 10. Now subtract 289 from 100 and
you have 711, and add these digits to-
gether and they make 9 And you will
geét 9 as your answer no matter what
number you start , with, provided its
digits add up to ten, and the amount
from which you subtract it is éither 100
or some multiple thereof by 10, that is
to say 1000, or 10,000 and so on. There
must be some reason why this is so, but
it is not very apparent.

Take another series of figures, the
digits of which when added will make 6,
say 87. Thus 8 and 7 make 15 and 1
Now divide 87 by 6 and
you have three for a remainder. Turn
the digits around and you have 78,
which divided by 6 leaves no remainder.
Thus we reach the rule that any num-
ber, whosé . digits when added as above
give 6 as the result, is divisible by 6
without a remainder if the last digit is
an even number and” with a remainder
of 3 if the last digit is an odd number.
This rule as well as that immediately
preceding ‘it, is. of some use in making
mental calculationsi: 1

Take a number divisible by 8, without
a remainder, say 8754. This number is
divisible by 8 without a remainder
no matter in what ‘order you place the
digits. Thus 7845, 4785 and any other
combination . of these figures.is divis-
ible 'by 8 without a remainder. - Now
take 8754 and instead of 8 write any
pumbers - which <when  added are
equal to 8 and so with the other digits.
Thus for 8 put down 521, for 7, 52, for
5, 14, and for 4, 31. Placing these in a
row, you-will have 521521431, which is
divisible by 8 without a rémainder just
as the original number 8754 is. The
variations of this exercise are  yery
many, and it séems as though the rule
deductible from them may be of value.

Perhaps: you know that.any number
madé up of three repetitions of the
same number or series of numbers is
divisible by ‘8 without a remainder.
Thus 777, or 565 or 262626 er 131313 are
all divisible by 8 without a remainder.
(I‘hi, if not generally known, ought to
be, for it is a little bit of very useful
knowledge. In fact the last three rules
come in quite handily in making hur-
ried calculations.

A good deal of amusement can be ex-
tracted from all the above arithmeti-
cal curiosities, if one only takes the
trouble to study out the results that
can be obtained by becoming familiar
with them. They enable seemingly im-
possible results to be obtained from the
statement of some single number.
Working out some of the calculations
possible by their use is very excellent
mental exercise. There are very many
other curious things about numbers,
and the more one investigates them,
the more evident it seems that there is
an undiscovered side to the science of
arithmetic. ’

RACES OF MANKIND.

In the
Duke of Cambridge, recently published,
there are some ‘léttérs from Queen Vic-
toria. In one of them she speaks of
the cruelty extended by some English-
men to Hindus, and she thinks this all
the more strange, seeing “that they
are of the same race as ourselves,”
meaning thereby that they ought not to
be confounded with the Yellow, Black
or Copper-colored peoples. The re-
mark of Her Majesty was based upon
the opinion of most ethnologists that
there is™a distinct race of people, who
may be for convenience called the In-
do-Germanie, embracing most of
the population of Europe, Bastern Asia
and Hindustan. This is only a very
general classification, for over all the
area mentioned there are people, who
seem to be of different origin. Some
times the expression Aryan is used in
this great family, but this strictly
speaking only applies to that section
of the race, which inhabits Bengal. The
theory of the racial unity of people ap-
iparently so diverse as the Celts, the
Persians and the Bengalese is based
upon similarity in language. If a few
words are found to be common to sev-
eral languages, the inference would be
only that the peoples speaking them
had had more or less intercourse with
each other, especially when those words
are the names of things not in very
common use, Thus we adopt many
words from the French and the French
many from us, but no one would rely
upon this as showing a unity between
French and English, When, however,
very many of the commonest words in
two or more languages are found to be
radically alike, the inference is that they
are only variants of an original tongue
common to the ancestors of all the peo-
ple speakihg those languages. It is by
investigations along these and similar
lines that the identity of origin of what
are called the Indo-Germanic peoples
has been establlshé&. Perhaps it has
not been fixed quite beyond a doubt,
but certainly the evidence is’ so’'vol-
uminous and of such a conclusive ha-
ture, that it seems to render any other
view impossible. All ' the -European
people have ‘not been identified as be-
longing to thig group. Thé Russigns,
the Polés, the Turks, the Greeks &nd
the Portuguese-and So'ne ‘others seem
to be of another.family. Then there
are the Basques and theé-ancient Swiss,
numerically samall it is true, but ap-
parently entirely - distinet from any of
the races by which they are surround-
ed. - The investigations . referred to
completely dispose of the division of
the -human: - race .into five ~families,
which was the wuniversdl ‘notion ‘not
very long ago and is still popularly ac-
cepted. Many persons Bsuppoee that
this latter -is .a very ancient. division,
and the legislature of British  Colum-
bia has pgssed acts in which. the ex-
pression “Caucagsian Race’” occurs. This
is a purely artificlal term, and is in
point of fact not a very- old one.;

So far as ascertained facts warrant
there are many. races. that have not
been suggestively traced to a common
origin, and which appear to be radical-
ly different. In Europe there are thres
or four such branches of the human
family. In Asia there seem to be as
many more. In Africa there are sev-
eral. In America We know too little of
the aborginal inhabitants to pretend to
say into how many families they may
possibly be divided. The Xskimos
seem to be a race apart.” So do the
native Australians, the Maories and
the inhabitants of Ogeanica.

This apparent diversity of origin sug-
gest a very great antiquity’ for the
human racé. Assuming it as proved
that the Bengalese and Celts; for ex-
ample, were once members of one com-
munity, as the test of language indi-
cates, that must have been at an age
far beyond the historic period. We
havé fio means of measuring the time
required to develop from the same
stock two peoples now so different. If
we assume that men are -all alike
sprung from one original pair, we are
compelled to admit that an exceedingly
long period must have transpired since
this original pair began to increase and
multiply. We must concede time
enough for all traces of similarity be-
tween the languages spoken by the sev-
eral great families to have been lost,
and for types of men to have been de-
veloped that reproduce absolutely true
to their kind., If it took more centur-
ies than history or even tradition cov-
ers to bring about the difference be-
tween an Englishman and a Pe;slan,
a difference so great that their iden-
tity of origin can only be established by
an exceedingly close investigation of
their respective speech, how long a time
must have been necessary to bring
about the difference between an -Eng-
lishman and an Australian aborigine?
We have no means of measuring the
first period in years, and to even so
much a guess at the length of the see-.
ond period is out of the question. Thus
the observation f Queen Victoria
points to a state of facts tha't seems to
establish immeasurable antiquity for
mankind or else that all men are not
sprung from the same ancestry. It . ig
interesting to notice in this connection
that very many of-the old myths speak
of man ‘as descended from the earth,
that is to say they do not regard him as
a distinet ereation. . It is claimed that
the word- “Aryan,” which as has been
said above is connected with the ‘great
family of people to which we belong,
means in point of fact earthborn, or
made of earth, in- which meaning many
will notice at once .a similarity to. the
description. of the origin of mankind
given in Genesis, ‘where he is said to
have been formed: of the dust of the
earth.

correspondence of -the late
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| CURRENT VERSE

POLITE STAR SINGERS
ki s

Prima dommas in the same city having
the habite of polite soclety are particular
about making formal - visite to:each other.

It happened in Detroit that Patti and
Nicolini, ‘her husband, and Albani and bher
spouse, Ernest Gye, were staying st the
same hotel. Patti and Nicolini had gone
out ‘for a drive, and Albani, seeing -them
pass her window, called -to her husband,
““Brnest. they have gone out. We ba
better leave cards for them at once.”

On returning, Patti received. the cards,
and later, when Albani and G(e had gone
to rehearsal, said to Nicolini, *‘Erneet,"”
(his name was Ernest) “they have gone to
the theatre. This is a good time to return
their visit.”

AN EFFECTIVE RIDDLE
On . one occasion when he was busy,
President Lincoln received a delegation of
men  who were endeavoring to_hurry. the
pnss:_x;g of some petty Dbill. Whea they
::ﬁ; , Lincoln looked’ up gravely, and

“If you' call the tail of a sheep a leg,
bow many degs will the sheep -have?”’

“Five,” sald the spokesman,

“No,’”” replied Lincoln, “it ‘would only
have four. Calling the tail & leg wouldn't
make it one.”

The delegation departed in discomfiture.

THE EXTREME PENALTY

Lord Russell, a famous jurist, once went
to Scotland to help the Liberals in a cam-
paign. He purposely began nis speech
with a few sentences of bad Scotch, and
theh when the confusion caused by the
blunder had subsided, he said:

“Gentlemen, I do mot speak 8Scotch, but
I vote Scotch, and I often” drink Scotch.”

én Russel was a young man he was
sitting In court listening to a trial for big-
amy. - A friend leaned across to him and
asked, ' ‘"Russell, what is the ‘extreme pen-
alty for bigamy?"?

‘““I'wo mothers in law,” was the reply.

PRACTISING BY EAR

When Grover Cleveland was practicing
law at Buffalo, among his assoclates was
a young dawyer who, though a bright fel-
low, was rather inclined to laziness. He
was forever bothering Cleveland: about
oints of law rather than leook them  up
imself. 3

At last Cleveland became tired of it, and
the next time the young man sauntered
in, Clevelatid knew what he wanted and,
getting up, pointed to his- bookecase and
said, ““There are my books. You are wel-
co;ne, to them; you can read up your own
case.”’”

The fellow was caught, but he rose to
the occasion, ‘ See here, Grover Cleve-
land,” he sald, “I want you to understand
I don't read law. I practice entirely by
ear, .and you and your books .can go to
thunder.” ;

ATTACK ON THE CLOTH.
Governor Higging.of New York, during.-a
dlscu.ssi(lmk about church-going, told a story
of a quick-witted Scot. ;
. Y don’t at all approve: of this Scot,”
he began, ‘“‘but I think he had a ready wit.
“His minister took him to task one day
because he never came.to church, goifing
instead all summer and .curling all winter

long.

-l‘l&ﬁn. man,” the minister ended, “if ye
dinha meny ye'll land yersel - where ye'll no’
be :troubled wi’ sermons, lang or short.’ .

“The 8Scot nted. y 4

iiyyeel, atiblins; so,” he said, ‘dut: mo
for the want o’ meendsters,’ "’

_OUR ANCESTORS’ HOME.

i The Attic Effects

A few old broken cane chairs,
And a few old picture frames,

A few old chunks of bric-a-brac,
And a few old parts of games;

A few old cmcked-nF wash bowls,
And a bedstead all alone,

‘Are some of the mnf we talk about
In_our ancestor’'s home,

The Bedroom

An old bed full of corn shucks,
And an old tin toilet set;
Some comforters and crazy gullts,
And a comb and brush and net;
Some junk-toys on the mantel,
And one chair all alone,
Are some of the things we talk about
In our ancestors’ home.

Thé Parlor

An oil lamp on the table,

A, relic mantel face,

And the pletures of the old folks,

Hanging ’round in every space;
An old-time, squeaky organ,

‘With a few notes out of tone,

Are some of the things we talk about

In our ancestors’ home.

The Sitting Room
A few old broken rockers,

And'a couch with castors gone,
And a book of prayers and song
An old rag carpet worn out,

And a clock that stands alone,
Are some of the things we talk about
In our ancestors’ home.

The Dining Room
A few old cracked up dishes,

And a side-board that’'s a wreck;
A tsble—all but one jeg— .

With a pitcher on its deck;

A few old spoons and -ladles,

And a warped spittéon, alone,

Are some of the thingg we talk about

In our ancestors’ home.

The Kitchen

A few old pots and Kettles,
And a few old grensg pans,

And some old buckets anzlng\ up,
And a few old rusty eans;

A few old bits or carpet,
And a coal box all alone,

Are a few of the things we talk about
In our ancestors’ home.

The Hall

An eight-day cloek in the corner,
A hall tree by the door,
A few old hats a-hanging up,
And boots all o’er the floor;
A sleepy dog on the door mat,
An umbrella jar alone,
Are some of the things we talk about
In our ancestors’ home.

The House

A few old broken shutters,
And a braced- up pertico,
Odd-doors a-hanging here and there,
And partitions one can blow;
A. patched-up roof for shelter,
And this pile all alone,
Aré some of the things we rave about
In our ancestors’  home,

The Landscape

A well with a c¢rank and bucket,
A barn of rotten boards,
A fence of stones and sticks and brush,
And € garden crop of gourds,
A mangy dog, and chickens,
And an old cow all alone,
Are some of the things we rave about
In our ancestors’ home.
To the Grandchildren
So, little folks, when telling
About your_ ancestors’ home,
Don’t make it appear so elegant, dear
Don't let the real truth roam;
Just keep in the bounds of reason,
Else you will be alone;
For we are next, and you'll be vexed
1f you brag—ancestral home.
—R. L. Hardin.

SENTIMENTAL SUNNY.

Stella G. Stern'in January St. Nicholas.
Sentimental Sunny
Was a very funny bunny,

Tearing, daisy petals off to try his fate;
But  his love, the Lady Rabbit,
Didn’t like the daisy hablt,

So she turned her back on him and went
and ate. .

CONFIDENCE IN PA.

—

Some burgiars. ‘came to town ‘the other

t, i
_And got in Guthrie’s house and helped
n thlt;mselmm Y l‘ ‘it
0 nearly everythin ere was in sig
Or ‘ot‘fkled in drnw‘era or piled up on the
shelves. -
Ax;d Mr. Guthrie bardly drew his breath,

‘ause, Mre. Guthrie said, he didn's dare.

d | Those burglars would've both got scared

to death,
If pa'd been there.

When Russia didn't whip the Japanese,
Pa toid us it was Ruropatkin's fault;
He ought've won as easy as you pl 5
The.tlrtouble was,, he wasn't worth -his
alt,
I'll bet the Japs would all be wishing t%61:
That they had not  mixed up in that

affair
For they’d be full of bullets and regret,
If pa’d been there.

Last Christmas Uncle Fred sent me a book
About the fight they had at Waterloo;

It tells you of the part Napoleon (00K
Pa says he bit off more than he could

chew. i v
And mtg thinks that the Duke of Welling-
n,
Who, ae the poet says, stood up four-

square,
Most likely would've gone home on the run,
If pa’'d been there,

Once, when my pa was tellin’ ma and me
About the Flood and Noah and the ark,
He oaid he couldn’t even seem to see
~Whyb ;\'koah jet the rats and mice em-
bark.
And ma said, “I suppose he didn’t know
How they'd increase the woes we'd
have to bear;
They’d never've got up the gang-plank,
though,
If you’d been there.”

If pa had been in Adam’s place that day
'hen Satan came to Eden in disguise,
We wouldn’t have to die and pass away
Nor care about no mansions in the skies.
Pa, he'd ’'ve winked at Eve and turned
to chase
The mean old tempter in a ‘hole some-
where;
man would

not ’ve taken

If pa’d been there.

THE GREAT GUEST COMES

While the cobbler mused there passed his
pané

A beggar drenched by the drivln% rain,
He called him in from the stony sireet
And gave him shoes for his brulsed feet,
The beggar went, and there came a crone
Her face with wrinkles of sorrow- sown,
A bundle of fagots bowed her back,

And she was epent with the wrench and

rack,
He gave her his loaf, and steadied her
load h

As she took her way on the wei‘!(y road.
Then came to his door a little child,
Lost and afraid in the world so wild,
In the big, dark world. Catching it up,
He gave It the milk in the walting cup,
And led it home to its mothér's arms,

ut of reach of the world’s alarms,

he day went down In_the crithson west,
And with it the hope of the blessed Guest;
And Conrad sighed ae the world turned

gray;
“Why is {t, Lord, that your feet dela{?
Pid you forget that this was the day?”
Then soft In the stlence a Volce was heard,
“EAft -up ‘your 'heart, for I t;?lt my word;
Three times 1 eame to your - enafy door;
Three times my shadow was on your floor.
% was the beggar with bruised Teet;

was the womangyou gave to eat;
1 was thé child the homeless etreef.”

—Bdwin Markham in the Delineatos.

BROKE !
London Spectator.
Now I remember days gone by
That never again shail be,
When I trod the bridge‘of a battleship
And held her might in fee.

Now I remember the gathered fleets,
And .the craftman’s pride I knéew
When the great ship circled and turn-
ed again 5

As the far flags bade her do;

When the great gaunt bows swung
dripping round
And my word let her go,
And my finger checked ten thousand
horse
At a touch, from fast to slow,

My mates must work the ringing guns,
My mates must police the sea;

From North Cape south to Sydney-side
There’s never a place for me,

So I must forget the hopes I had,
And the dreams I dreamt of yore,
Of the reeling swing of a deep-sea

fight
‘When the long black sea-guns roar.

For this is the law without excuse
For all the Lords of the Sea,
That each must hold his ship from
harm
Whatever the odds may be;

And sin and error are all as one,
No pardon may he gain

For any struggle of warring needs
Or stress of body and brain,

For the Deep-Sea Empire has its

price;
It is bought by blood and flame,
By the risk of the guns and the risk
of the sea
And the risk of ruin and shame.

I may not hope to give my life,
But a higher price I pay—

The skill and toil of twenty years
For the fault of half a day.

BRAHMA

Whose desires, or joi"s, or weegs,
B e s Euifs of aleep
In_life ween the gu. 0
Knows not the fashion of the Three.

Brahma am-I, and Vishnu, too,
And Siva; maker, savior, flame

Of ruin—Can thine eyes then view
Me who am three and still the same?

\
I shatter -cities in their might
And .shape soft flowers of their clay,
1 break the hundred towers of night
To build therewith the dome of day

Brahma am I; I shape all things
Whereof the wisest mouth can tell,
I fashion from the mold of kin
The butterfly. And it is well.

Vishnu am I; it-is my will

The stone should lie where once it fell.
The sun still shine to warm the hill,

The . heart still hope.” And it is well.

Siva am I. With acathing fire
1 sweep the worlds like wind of hell.
With all its web of vain desire
Creation falls. And it is well.

Think you I do these for my sport?
Each flower that buds and blooms and
dies
Draws from the deep spring of my heart
A flood of unguessed agonies.

But thus through courts of starry space
1 who am all, who am the Three.

Cast on the dark of Time and Place
The Hght of mine Bternity.

—Arthur D. Fieke im Harper's Weekly.




