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| HGISLATIVR ASSEMBLY

Premier “Outlines Finan-
cial Affairs.

Afternoon and Evening Arguments
of Government and Op-
position.

Victoria, March 28.—The budget de-
bate occupied this afternoon and evening
sessions at the legislature. Beyond the
natter in question little was done. A
few preliminary interrogations were ans-
wered when the house opened in the af-
ternoon, and Mr. Swo.d and Mr. Wil-
Jiinms attempted to bring in as questions
of privilege motions which Mr. Speaker
ruled would require the customary two
days’ noticge. As an experiment,_ the
press gallery since Friday’s sitting of the
house had been moved to a temporary
tribune slightly elevated above the level
of the Spedker’s chair, and just within
the doors to the left of the Speaker’s
dias. - Should this prove satisfactory, it
is to be replaced by a permanent gallery,
let inte one of the panels of the side
wall, Mr. E. C. Howell having made a
design for the proposed gallery, which
will bring it quite into keeping with the
architecture of the chamber and will not

spoil its beauty of outline or design. -

ned with

The house having been o
, postor of

-prayers by Mr. O. E. Kend

Emmanuel Baptist church.

PETITION.

Mr. Kennedy presented a petition

from JTurner, Hart & Co. and other resi-

~dents of Westminster, with reference to

amendments to the ]f@nd Registry act.
“This petition was received.
QUESTIONS.

Hon. Col. Baker, in answer to Mr.
Graham, stated that two companies—the
‘Cascade Development Co. and the Cas:
cade Water, Power & Light Co.—had
-applied for water to be taken from Cas-
cade Falls, Kettle river. The applica-
tion of the former had been granted.
“This application was made under part 4
of the Water Clauses act.

Pre Premier, replying to Mr. Vedder,
-said that $1,595 was the total commis-
sion paid to C. J. Marani for arranging
the taking up of the old debentures, and
the issuance and exchange of the govern-
ment debentures.

Hon. Mr. Martin, in answer to Mr.
Higgins, stated that the Cassiar antrn]
Railway Company had not yet designat-
-ed any of the lands under the Cassiar
“Central Railway Aid act. 5

OUT OF ORDER.-

Mr. Sword said he had a question of
-privilege to bring before the house. It
was that no return had yet been made
by the government of the sums paid out
by special warrant. This return, he con-
tended, should have been brought down
as early as possible in the session; he
‘would therefore move that, whereas sec-
tion 42 of chap. 166 of the Revised Sta-
tutes provides that the Mijnister of Fin-
ance shall present to the legislature as
-early as possible in the session a state-
ment of all expenditures made by spec-
ial warrant; and whereas the house has
now been in session since February 10,
‘more than six weeks, and such state-

pres

ment has not yet been ted’ﬁ:%hit y
resolved’ that mﬂﬂ% lic | ine:
acéo\vi'!??s"%‘eﬁlns to - immed-

“iate inquiries as to the cauﬁ,ot this de-
lay. and report at once to the house.

The Premier remarked that the subject
“had escaped his attentipn, but he would
“have the return brought down at once.

Mr. Speaker was unxious to know
_what question of privilege was contamed
“ic_the motion proposed. - .

Mr. Sword replied that as it was a
-question dealing with the control of the
eypenditure it was one of privilege of the
whole house and therefore of any mem-
ber of the house. 4

Hon. Mr. Turner said there was no
necessity for the motion. It could quite
earily be understood that owing to the
great number of returns asked for since
the session began, the auditor, whose
duty it was to prepare the statement,
had not had time to make it out. How-
ever, he had just had a note from the
.auditor to the effect that the statement
would be brought down to-morrow.
“There was no use of Mr. Sword endeav-
oring to make political capital out of
this. motioa, for it did not in any way

_effect the estimates. mow before the
‘house. . 3 E
. Mr. Speaker riled that the motion was
not l111:1 ordgr. It v;i.: léot :'d questionnot
privilege affecting Mr. Sword personally,
-and would theref&e'_havz to be brought
-down by notice as in the case of any
-other motion. 5

Mr. Cotton and the leader of the oppo-
sition  both took the ground that Mr.
‘Sword was in the right, and that the
return should have been brought down
‘before the estimates were offered for
consideration.

The Premier read from the aet show-
ing that the auditor shall present a
statement of the warrants issued as
-early as possible in the session; certain-
ly the act did not say that the state-
ment, must be down before the esti-
mates. Supposing the government had
brought the estimates in a day or two
after the opening of the session could
it be for a moment contended that the
statement weuld have to be in before
that? The members already knew what
the warrants amounted to and all that
s(r. llSword wanted apparently was the

etail. L ¥ 5
- Mr. Speaker held to his ruling, and the
matter terminated. .

Mr. Williams next rose, saying that he
had a question of privilege. He would
moved that as an order had been passed
asking the Lieutenant-Governor to lay
before the house all orders-in-council re-
lating to the land t to the Nelson
& Fort Sheppard railway company, and
all correspondence between the govern-
ment and any person in behalf of the
railway company; and whereas the pa-

_pers therein referred to must contain
information of great importance to the
country, and the country and the house
had a right to be placed in possession
thereof without delay; and whereas the
said papers relate to the grant of a
large’ tract of public land to the com-
pany; and whereas a notice of motion
has been given charging the government

i 2 powers conferred up-
on them by the Nelson & Fort Sheppard
railway subsidy act of 1892 in grant-
ing said lands to the company, and
whereas the terms of the order had not
as yet been complied with; and whereas
said neglect is retarding the business of
the house by preventing a motion of
which notice has been given as aforesaid
from heing submitted to the hotuse; and
whereas it is the duty of the govern-
ment to’ place the house without delay
in possession of all facts béaring upon
their ad tion of the affairs of the
country, especially so when their con-
duct is to be @q ed by a motion
notice of whi ii‘ bggggiwen: be it
resolved that Messrs. ns, Hunter
and the mover be a committee with
power to send for persons and papers,
to inquire into the cause of such ne-
glect, and to ascertain the name or
names of the person or persons who are
responsible for the gross delay in.com-
plying with the terms of the said order

. e
of this house; and to report to this
house.” ;

Mr. Speaker could not see the differ-
ence between this and the motion of the
member for Dewdney. Both were out
of ‘order. No question of privilege had
been shown, and no notic had been
given. He therefore ruled it out.

THE BUDGET DEBATE.

Hon. Mr. Turner in/moving the house
into committee of supply, said:

Mr. Speaker:—It again devolves upon
me to make what is by many considered
to be the most important resolution of
the session, it being that for going into
committee of supply. This is the time
that legislative bodies under British
constitutional government asserts the
tiaditional rights of the independence of
parliament, by discussing generally all
subjects that relate to the conduct of
,ibe government of the country. In our
case, sir, some of the opposition have
been so eager to show to their constitu-
ents their valiant fighting qualities that
they have rushed into the fray consid-
erably before the proper time, themselves
setting up windmils to tilt at; and I fear
to a certain extent, exhausting them-
gelves in discussing the estimates before
any estimates were laid before the
house,

I. think more than a week was taken
.up by these gentlemen before they dis-
covered they were stopping the work of
the house to no purpose. Now, sir, I
propose to give them a fair opportunity.
The estimates are now in their hands,
and they hayve something that will afford
legitimate subject for debate, which they
had not before.

If we turn to the estimates I have no
douht that members on all sides will all
be gratified at the disclosures made. They
mway, however, be disappointed” at being
unable to take up their old cry—that the
bad government of -the province -is
steadily reducing the revenue. As we
all know at the last election, they were
centirely committed ro that cry.- They
ridiculed my statements inade in 1894
at Vancoucer and- New Westminster,
that iz a few years we should, through
the help of liberal expeaditure in opening
up the country, see the revenue probably
in-reased by fifty to seventy-five per
cent. I admit that this has come saoner
than I then ex . The revenue at
that time was $877.000, whilst for 1898
it will at least amount to $1,400,000, an
inc1ense closely approaching seventy-five

er cent., in four years. JFailing this,

owever, they will have to take up the
thread-bare argument of the member
for Dewdney, that the conversion of the
debt was muddled, and that _although
it has given us cheap money, it was a
mistake; or the still older cry, that the
government is going to expend largely
in public works in order to buy up con-
stituencies; or, as they say, bribe the
voters with their own money. Or they
v-iil complain that the revenue for the
last financial year is so much more than
the government - c¢stimated it at some
fifteen months previously; or they may
say that the government does not repre-
sent the conutry, that although the gov-
ernmwent got 17,567 votes at -the last
election snd the opposition only 13,478,
still the opposition are the real repre-
sentatives. .

Well, the hause and the country know
all the arguments.on these points by
heart, and evidently do not take amny
large block of stock in them. We have,
too, the same pre-election cry that we
kad in 1894, that the government was
going to be completely swept out of
existence at the coming election; but the
sweeping in 1894 was the other way,
und I feel much more confident that the
result of the next election will be even
more. in favor of the government than
they were at the last election.

I have already aluded to the great
 increase ‘in our: revenue. If we turn
now to the ‘aceounts, ‘up to the
30th of June last, we see that the rev-
enue was $1,383,048, while they were
estimated at $1,163,689, the estimate be-
ing thus exceeded by some $220,000, a
very happy result, I think, and I pre-
sume that is the feeling of the country,
although it does not please the senior
member for Vancouver.  If we turn' to
the heads of revenue we find that land
sales were estimated “at $100,000, and
produced only $86,214. Timber leases
estimated at $40,000 produced only 0,
%. Tlr;énl;eé’rggglgb estimated .:: a

, produ $50,000; revenue tax, es-
timated at $65,000, produced $64,856—
not a bad estimate; personal property,
estimated at $120,000, produced $108,-
000; wild lands, estimated at $45,000,

roduced $41,511; mineral tax estimated
_¥75.000. produced $29.788." -

‘These were the principal lines of rev-
enue that fell short of the estimate. On
the other hand, free miners’ certificates
estimated. ¢
mining receipts generally estimated at
$60,000. gave $157,408; licenses estimat-
ed at $45,000, produced $59.267; regis-

$66,047.

The senior member for Vancouver calls
attention to these differences and ‘says
that the estimates are a farce. Now,
in reply, I would turn. first to those
which fell. short of ouiepstimate, the
only ones of importance being land sales
and mineral tax. The shortage in the
| land sales arises largely from the fact
that the sale of certain townsites by
auction was put off and consequently
the receipts come in ‘to the following
year and succeeding years. As to the
mineral tax, as is well known, this is a
new tax. It was difficult to say just
what this tax would yield. 'The only
information that could be obtained about
it was from mining men. These gener-
ally estimated that the receipts from this

$100,000. We reduced this to $75.000,
but find that that amount was still far
too high. There was, however, no pos-
sible way for arriviug at a close esti-
mate at the time. s g
Turning to the other side, those lines
of revenue that largely exceeded the es-
timates,I claim that at the time the
estimates were made, there was no rea-
son fo think that there would be such
a sudden increase. These estimates, it
must be remembered, were made in pr-
ruary, 1896, for the year'commencing
the 30th of June following. The free
miners’ certificates for the year before
the only year that could be taken for
a guide, produced under $32,000, and
in February, 1896, there was nothing
to indicate so enormous an increase as
we see in 1897.
mated the receipts at about fifty per
cent. increase. They really amounted
to 400 per cent. The same remarks
apply to all the lines of great increase.
as they are all more or ‘less connected
with the great revival in the mining in-

ustry.

On the other side of the account we
find that the expenditure was also in
excess of the estimates. In a great
measure this arises from the rapid de-
velopment of the eountry, and the con-
sequent demand for roads, government
offices, police protection, etc., etec., which
had te be met on account“of urgency.
After,” however, providing for all
this, :we - find that « there was
a balanece left on hand to commence the
year 1897-98 of some $280,000.

Taking the current year up to the 30th
June next, it is evident from the receipts
o® revenue to the present time that it
will somewhat exceed the estimate made
of it during last session, namely $1,288,-
089: but on the other hand the demands
fcr expenditure for urgent works have
suddenly arisen largely owing to the
cuuses already. mentioned, accounting
fcr the increased expenditure of last
vear. This has madé it absolutely nec-
essary to add to our expenditure for the
purpose of opening up roads and trails,

establishing offices for mining recorders

<

$45,000, gaves up $166,681;

try fees estimated at $38,000, produced

source would reach from $90,000 to-

‘We, however, esti-

and other government officers, increasing ticn that would gradually improve.
our polige .force, particuiariy in what 1s There was only one way to effect this,
virtnally a new district of the province. and that was to offer to convert the old
This expenditure in order to be effective debts and add the amount,. resulting
had to be undertaken at once; but it is from conversion, to the sum proposed to
of such a nature that in a year or so be borowed, thus placing on the market
the revenue of the province will feel.the a sufficient amount of British’ Columbia
.benefit and be largely augmented: by it. stock to make it a really marketable
It is evident that the sections of the ccmmodity. I said then, and I have
province to the North and East are go- repeated the statement many times since,
ing to be rapidly developed, and in order that it would cost something’ to effect
to encourage this it -will be necessary to this, but the advantage to the province
vke energetic steps to open. them up.;would greatly over-balance the cost, and
ery large numbers are going through I can point with satisfaction to the re-
to-the adjoining territory and. it is very sults. In 1891 we had difficulty in ob-
iniportant that we should be able to re- | taining 86 for our three per cent., while
tain many of them as they flock back. |{in 1895 they were 95.and to-day are 103
Probably the best way to accomplish this [ or 104; and jve are saving largely in our
is by pushing in roads, trails and other |annual payment for interest and sink-
works of development in all sections of | ing fund. OQur gross debt in 1891 was
the province. 1 feel, sir, that this is the | $1,743,600. It cost anpually for inter-
opportune time for such works, and that|est and sinking fund °~ $§122,428. We
we must seize the opportunity. It is|have borrowed since that time $3,606,-
evident that exependiture in the lines |845. If there had been no offer of con-
indicated will prove reproductive, and |version and no inscribed stock, it is cer-
with this end in view it will, be found |tain we should not have got money un-
that the estimates for the coming year, | der three and one-half per cent. We
commencing on the 1st July next, will'{should therefore have had to pay on
provide largely for public works. our present debts at,least $284,739 an-
If we turn now to these estimates we | nually while we really are now paying
see ‘on the side of receipts that they are |$259,266, a saving of $25,473 per annum,
expected to amount to $1,453,389, an in- | owing to -business-like methods of gov-
crease of about $165,000 over the esti-{ernment. It is very doubtful, however,
raates of the current year, the largest|if we could in 1891, without eonversion,
revenue the province ever had. This, I fhave borrowed under four per cent.
may say, is a very careful calculation;| Some time ago articles appeared in the
it may be considerably exceeded, as a |Victoria Times on the subject of con-
very large influx of miners and others | version of the debt. They were some-
may take place, and my friend from thing of thg usual character of articles
Vancouver may again be annoyed—if he |a style Whgch seemed to connect them
appears amongst us again—by seeing the ja style which seemed to connect thew
revenue greatly gver the estimates. For | with Dewdney Riding. Their object was
my part I hope it will be. to show that the conversion was a fail-
The expenditure for next year we find | ure, and the writer had the temerity to
to be put down in the total at $1,995,759, | set himself up as a better judge of the
an increase of ,994, over the expend- | matters than well-known London fin-
iture for the current year. The opposi- [ anciers, such as the late Mr. Currie, of
tion may say it is to catch votes.for any-| Glynn, Mills & Currie, the adyisers ‘on
thing the government does is put down | Indian finances to the imperial govern-
by them to a desire to catch votes.. Be-|ment, or of Mr. King, the well-known
cause the government rise to a_realiza- actuary. 5 ¥
tion of the necessities and condition of | ‘The writer in the Times got very
the country, certainly they ‘will by their | much muddled over, the investment of
actions always produce votes, but not |the sinking fund. His view is evidently
by bribing the -electors with their own|that trustees are not required, but
money as gentlemen opposite had said— | whether investors in our funds would
a remark that is the greatest insult that | thing so is somewhat doubtful. Some
could be given. The opposition do not|years back ‘the opposition, represented
like to see.us in a position to spend |by the Times, held that the British Co-
money. The country likes it though, { lumbia threes were at too high a price.
and the voters are going to show they | They were then about at 90. It was
like it.at the coming electious. asserted that such a price was fictitidus
Of this increase about $250,000 | —that it was brought about by investing
arises from public works. It is consid-|our sinking funds in our own stock and
ered that a determined effort should be | could not be kept up. We do not hear
made to carry on these important works | much of now, as our stock has
at once. On investigating .the particu-|Steadily risen till it is at 103 or 104.
lars of this large expenditure it will be | If, however, we find that the standing
found to be carefully made with a view | Of the province in respect of its credits
to doing as much as possible with our | Should decline it would be time enoug
revenue for every section of the prov-|then to recommend the London trust
ince without distinction; and this liberal | and financiers to seek advice from the

provision will, I hope, commend itself to | 828e of Dewdney A
every member of the house. n_ this connection I will quote the

There is an increase of $24,000 under | QPinion of a very high authority in Lon-
civil government salaries,  principally | don: “Having estimated the credit of
arisnng from the increased business. of | [l Drovince on a superior basis by issu-
the province, necessitating new offices in | 1D its loan in the form sof inscribed

different sections. Slight increases have | Stock bearing a lower rate of interest, it
been made !:tol sainries of deserving em- | became possible to still further enhance

ployes a long time in service, and several | its credit by consolidating its outstand-
a’“" have hithelzhb: be}?n pai’]d c‘;ﬁd“ the ltgsm dsbts, as far as possible, in that
‘mporary vote have been pla on the pd Fiiih et
Qermml:ent list. ‘Administms%%n of jus.| The same authority says:
tice salaries is increased by ,000. Of | : . P
this $18,000 arises from the necessity of ;ﬁuﬁstggbgofemgtgeloﬁtikgtg l;lf li’sz
adding largely to the police force, partic- terest which is a part of a larger issue
ularly for the new districts of the prov- will always command a higher price
ince. A new jail has been opened at|ip.. “thigame security- in the same
.N"l_m“s'e“jm'.i the jail at Kamloops largely form, which is part of the smaller issue
g:‘f)lvei?ied f:)l:, fﬁzeéasgﬁk%gsvtﬂgv:%ﬁﬁgg Accordingly, folllt))wing again the example
: d L of the other colonial governments, it
river, and on Lake Bennett. The great{ o,." ¢ importance to consolidate 'the
increase under this head is absolutely debt of the province by the conversion

necessary in order to meet the rapid s > %
change in the province. Public, institu- gfoct]l;.% deengyres. dugo e, Enbcrihpd

tions maintenance appears for:. $16,000 f R . i 7

mere than in. 1897. ;Reis is _p,nm%nlarly Baut ';ﬁlme:e:{'- ﬂ“; “i‘l Having estab-
aecounted for by the large increase for iishedv, d ‘iuc' % of the p "“l oni:
it!l;e +hosp Ittdr“th%&l)sanea There is an tgml;n ; oi"minsg rfblée?inl;ltzbck 'l “P’g‘ =
;vhich sllo;s rather mo:'le}l tﬁ;negllllga rt:g’:: ﬂwgdmtehot in}fre;t and }!ﬁ'it'.:g' ‘;;"
ar rate. Ita rs that there are nced -such credit by consolidating its
3,000 more children in the province st‘l,:;l: debt as far as possible, in that form, it
last year. Under miscellaneous appears ;emg.med _to further enhance.its .credit
an mcsr:gsebof .514,000,fari:ilins tmmi the atyocliwesmg the sinking funds in such
increa: usiness o e province, » s

fhomes Fobty & Bpeatnl societiedd T e e

] on the votes. < ; :

I do not propose to go into every de- ﬁre lll,oi c}u’nly lcpsom"fmgctog thcancellation o
tail of expenditure, as when we get into | o0 DUt by gncr ghs a
ecgmmfiﬁeet:;ery line l{s,s t(I) be cgnsidei'- the stock they atenged. o

and vo tely. will ecall at- . TrowWi
tention, however, particularly to the thl‘lxg t(irx:e nt‘):ég:%r:sbo wnnfl;gi'eadbue
large vote in the estimates for public in,_discussion. One thing, however, the
works. This amounts to $250,000 more | hguse, and I am sure the provinee, ’does
shan has ever before been voted, and it know about it, is that the i)olicy
is only the confidence I have that such adopted has placed British Columbia in
:n eépendmge will not only tend greatly | the fore front of credit and has enabled
2 é‘ vance the progress of the province | jt to obtain its money at the yery low-
and add to the advantages it already Lest rate of interest, and at the very
possesses, but also be reproductive and smallest cost, and that, I think, is very
very soon largely add to the revenue and satisfactory to the province.

thus pay for jtselt that makes me pro- It has been claimed in the house this

pose such a sum. I am confident, sir, .
that it wi session that the expenses of government
it will prove to be a great benefit are increasing out of proportion to the

fo the mining portions of the province | feT, TE" This, if examined into, will

in. facilitating the development of our incorrec
mines, and will also be one of the best Xg foﬂ:ge .tgml:,ey %:n:mbefonte s&?’;‘g&i

and most consistent methods of helping
our farmers, not only by way of giving eg98,15€l(r £ fr‘xlvlr?l wé(?ggmt&ee;tevenslgagg

“And in-

€ k ise the
price of it and so to benefit the province

gouod _roads, but by providing a readier . < b
and bc_etter’marl;e_t tl?mugh e develop- 1?0 ’c%?x% ,-‘orI elgllégegnt;nd three—qqartelrs
ment-in the mining districts. I think A e revenue is $1,-

two industries should go hand in 53,389; civil government salaries $145,-

hand in hand. We see already in Koot- 130’108{)2&"0;;::“ £ f]en':it; et ll):cg
eray the progress that has been made|coles gande. the | fevonue | ovag
and how the opening up of districts by s i

3 3 million, civil government salaries were
r
a%::ldsthtn‘}atmg: peneﬁts both the miner | gy ,000, or twelve per cent. As an

5 ; . actual fact, however, the decrease in
The great increase in the expenditure | cost of salaries in proportion to revenue
required under the administration of |is greater than this, as the permanent
justice salaries is abnormal, arising |subsidy from Canada should be deducted
from  conditions already explained. It|from the revenue. This subsidy cests
is not probable that in succeeding years | nothing to collect and requires no labor.
anything like such additions will be re- Another member has stated that the
quired. In fact, all the ﬁxed' expendi- | expenditure in publi¢ works did not am-
tures are provided in-these estimates to | ount since 1891 to as much as the money
meet special conditions, and will, I be-|borrowed. I have only to say to this
lieve, be for- some years little increased. | that $3,600,000 has been borrowed since
I might add that a very large part of | 1891 and during that time up to date
what is treated @s fixed expenditure |$3,800,000 has ieen expended on such
might with fairness go to public works. ublic. works as roads, streets, trails,
For example, such sums as _those devor- gridges, buildings, surveys, etc., and in
ed to agriculture and agricultural. so-|addition for such public works as agri-
cieties, remote settlements, assistance to | culture, communication with remote set-
hospitals, physicians, ete., as these are|tlements, ‘hospitals—at least $350,000
all directly for the comfort of the people | more, or considerably over $4,000,000.
and advancement of the province. They | In addition to the general works of the
amount to at least $100, more. Treats| government as earried on until eight or
ed in this form we find that our fixed | ten years ago, the government have tak-
charges for running the machinery of len in® hand assistance of agriculture,
the province amount to $1,270,000, while | fruit growing, dairying and kindred in-
our revenue is $1,453,389; and as I have | durtries by grants to agricultural and
said before, these charges are abnormal- | other societies. The introduction of acts
ly high at the present time, much be-|in relation thereto has already proved
yond what they will be in an average of | their value by the great interest taken
succeeding years. While the revenue is|in them by agriculfurists and by the al-
increasing it will within the next five|ready considerable advancement of the
years undoubtedly amount to two and |dairying and fruit growing industries,
one quarter millions, or at least two mil- | and now we find farmers’ institutes
lions and a half. : starting into existence in many parts of
Now, sir, it will be seen s a result of | the province. These, by promoting co-
this the special appropriations for pub- | operative effort, will no donbt assist in
lic works for the coming year require | the welfare of our farmers: :
a:n e%ﬂditure over revenue of nearly| At the pr&;ent time we have taken up
$540,000. To this has to be added the|the very important enterprise of dyking
overdraft on the 30th June next, which ['many thousands of acres of Fraser river
after allowing for revenue to come in |lands. The work on these-is going on
will amount to about $260,000. This will | most satisfactorily and we have every
have to be provided for by loan, but|]reason to believe that a very large area
owing to the high position of the credit | of valuable land will be ready for.the
of the province, there will be no difficulty | work of the farmer early this Vear. We
in obtaining the money necessary at a|hope¥to be able to extend still further
most reasonable rate and small cost|the plan of dyking olperatlon. ‘When
price.. This points to the great value of | these works are completed I feel that
the policy that was introduced- by the|the government ought tb take into con-
goyvernment of 1891 with respect to the | sideration and an effort made to have
public debt. At that time we had no{a report on another very important sys-
credit; in" fact British Columbia was lit- [ tem of works to,aid the agriculturists.
tle known, and in the ordinary course, | I refer to the lﬂ:tgaﬂng works for the
the province could not have borrowed | dry [Ands of the interior. (Hear, hear,)
the money it then required under at|If it is feasible to carry such works out,
least four per cent., and very probably | they would, I believe, become most re-
four and one-half per cent.; but it was pmunerative and self-sustaining. There
then decided in the face of a consider-|is also thef sub{)ect of cold storage, com-
able amount of opposition and ridicule | bined with abbatoirs to be considered. o
to adopt a new method which would | Such works ‘might prove to.be of vast
place the province om the public market fadvantage to our stock raisers eof the
of London; and would secure it a posi- ' interior, enabling them to kill and keep

T

asmuch as the larger the jamount of an |

od for.|¢

<

their beef for a favorable time and mar-
ket. ig aid to farmers would be an-
other and good form of cheap money
and may help to further legislation in
this direction. Of course such: wor
can only be carried out gradually. Our
first care should be by building - roads
and trails, and securing the construction
of railways to wpen up the country, en-
abling the farmer, the stock raiser and
the miner to have easy access to their
place of -work, and to be able to dispose
of their productions to the best advant-
age. We have taken steps to ascertain
the feasibility and advantage of grow-
ing flax in the province. If the product
can be successfully raised it would add
considerably to our resources. ‘- Some
attempts have also been made with the
sugar -beet; the results of the experiment
are, however, not fully known yet.

I had hoped to be able to announce to-
day the particulars of the arrangement
we are now_pushing on to insure large
railway works going on in the province
during the coming summer. I am confi-
dent, however, that the line from Pentic-
ton to Boundary will shortly be com-
menced, the line from Robson going on
simultaneously, and a commencement
also made in the Fraser river for the
section to the coast, and that a line be
rushed through in the north. Such
work as this will greatly aid the progress
of the province.

Bearing all this in mind, Mr. Speaker,
I feel great confidence in the future of
our country.
both sides of the house will see the im-
portance of now pushing on the business
of the session by passing the estimates
with_as little delay as possible and so
rapidly carrying on the public works in
the various districts.

I now move, Mr. Speaker, that you do
leave the chair.

Mr. Sword had listened with consid-
erable ‘interest to what the Premier had

as usual.
of administration it would have been

been dispensed with.

country with as few_officials as pos-
sible.

cused - of trying  to keep down
works. Such a position, Mr.

hich he considered a
elephant.”

the opposition voted for it.”

ordina:
be accounted for

istration.
1895 and 1897, amounting to $4,253,948
Slocan—amounted to §
making altogether $6,044,27:

66,680, and
,'fillil._e—d— altogether
Irema

k3

was $3,648,144, and deducting

the cost. of administration.

in unea:

that it was intended to do away wi

during the present session.

tention more parti

not ask assistance for nothing.
tems prevailing in New

the " requirements of - pritish

able to agree u

his land without capital?

the , agricultural

of the province had

tial look of the structure, and

resources and something substantial

solidity. ‘It had only been local jealousy

the parliament buildings, and he would
now ask these mem

the session in talking against time, stick
to business. What they had.

continually quarrelling with one another,

of the session. (Hear, hear.)

¢
i

I trust that members on;

enable right preparations to be made for

had to say, but did not consider that
the estimates were ‘as full and explicit
In reference to the expense

good sense for the government to have
seen how many of the officials could have
He did not be-
lieve in cutting salaries, but he believed
in carrying on the business of the

€ The Finance Minister had got
in such a groove that when the opposi-
tion challenged any vote they were ac-
ublie
word
held, was never taken by the opposition
with the exception of the expenditure on
the recently completed public buildings
“kind of white

The Premier—“The former leader of

Mr. Sword did not see that anyone in
the house could be held responsible for
what Hon.” Mr. Beaven had done. Any
cxpenditure for the development of the
country had always received the cordial
support of his side of the house, but
comparing the public aeccounts for the
past ten years it was shown that of
what might be termed the extraordinary
receipts—that is the receipts outside of
revenue—there was a sum of
over $1,000,000, which as it could not
in any other way,
must have gone in the expense of admin-
here had been received in
the ten years ending June 30, 1897 pro-
ceeds of the loans of 1887, 1891, 1893,

The Dominion subsidies to railways—
Shuswap & Okanagan and Nakusp &
) 281,600; proceeds
of land sales, $1,404,082; increase in de-
posit account, interest, ete., $105,642,
maki 3. “Deduct-
m%sfrom this the owerdraft of 1897,
$353,170; cash in hand 30th June, 1897,
cash in agents’ hands,
 $641,561, ~ there

to - be acconnted  for
-402,711. The total ¢xpendituré during
the same time on streets, roads, bridges,
wharves and surveys, deducting repairs,

$439,986 increase on sinking funds and
owing by the dyking commissioner,
there still remained $1,314,581 of this
extraordinary revenue unaccounted for.
It must therefore have been used up in

Mr. Sword also claimed that.in the
lcan of rlrl a half per cent. had gone

ed -interest and that for ‘the
Some reason, -one-and-a-half per cent.
shounld be taken off the 1895 loan. He
claimed that the price of inscribed stock
was to-day relatively lower than in 1896
as compared with ‘similar securities on
the London market. ' Our bonds had not
increased in value proportionately to the
price of consols for example. Mr. Sword
claimed that the -provincial accounts
were not kept so as to show in, the taxes
as to how much was received during the
year had to be put down to arrears. He
did not see any use in the Agent-Gen-
eral’s office in London and would liked
te have heard the Finance Minister say | CO!
th | will let the government know
ihkis office. He did not believey either,
in the system for the conversion of the
loans, as he thought it would result in
a _yet heavier burden upon the province.
He complained that the government had
not brought down all the returns asked
for, and that in consequence the oppo-
sition was groping in the dark. For ex-
ample, ‘the government should long ere
this have let the house know what it was
intended to do in the matter of railways

Major Mutter, in referring to the esti-
mutes, spoke shortly, devoting his at-
arly to the farming
interests. He trusted that the house
before it rése would do something for the tha
farmers in the way of assisting them to
get capital wherewith to work their
land to better advantage. The farmer did
The sys-
Zealand and
cther countries might not be suitable to
Columbia,
but he believed that the committee ap-
pointed by the house te obtain informa-
tion on the subject would no doubt be
n some good plan. He
claimed that while he had not the least
cbjection to the inquiry taking a broad-
er scope than the farming industry, it
was a very different proposition to pro-
pose a similar method for the assistance
of mining. The very nature of mining
atiracted capital from the ontside, but
with the farmer the .awe was radically
different. How was a farmer to improve
And every-
.one knew that capital did not come in
from the outside seeking investment in
industry, as foreign
capital did in the 'mining districts,
Touching briefly on the estimates them-
selves, he thought that the government
had every right to say that the money.
| judiciously ex-
pended. Among other things, he defend-
ed the expenditure involved by the erec-
tion of the new parliament buildings.
These buildings were a necessity, and
would do good in other ways, for strang-
‘ers coming into the province could not
but be impressed with the solid, substan-
turally
would conclude that there must be gonod

ahout the province to permit of the -pro-
duction of public buildings of so great

that had made the opposition go against

betw (0 #iiat this Nrtle
local jealousy, and instead of wasting

: been sent
te parliament for, was to work, not to be

and he trusted these members wounld
bear this in mind during the remainder

Mr. Kidd in discussing the estimates
said that there had been an undue in-

crease in the expenses of several of the °
departments, as for instance the printing
department—not so much on account of
increased work as inerease of salaries.
It was a good thing for the country that
the mining industry had picked up, or
blue ruin would possibly be staring’ Brit-
ish Columbia in the face. He believed
that the position of the finances showed
that the government were paving the
way for a new loan. He spoke approv-
ingly of the resolution moved by Mr.
Sword a few days ago with reference to
‘the repayment to the Dominion of sums,
advanced to the province in 1874 and
1875, and said that the interest thus ,
saved would do a great deal toward as-
sisting the farmers. He charged the
government with being ignorant, careless
and neglectful in financial matters, The
government, he further maintained, had
not carried out the land laws properly,
and had allowed the Nelson & Fort
Sheppard Company to take its lands in
a manner never contemplated in the act.
The government had given every ad-
vantage to the company, whereas the
proper way would have been to have re-
ferred the matter to arbitration. The
government in_its fostering care of the
Danish and ‘Norwegian settlements on
the coast had neglected the, interests of
the English-speaking population, and he
also claimed that the administration fa-
vored the Chinese. The memdry at this
through back numbers of the statutes
for authority bearing out his statements,
and the other members present became
not unnaturally restless. -

Mr. Higgins rose to say that he ho
Mr, Kidd would not be interrupted, but
allowed to continue his speech without
the house affording him so poor a hear-
ing.

Mr. Rogers wished the late Speaker
would carry out his own precepts.

The Speaker remarked that there was
a little to say on both sides.” He hoped
the members would preserve order; but
he also advised that when a member ad-
dl:esseq the house he should be prepared
with his authorities, and not be ‘obliged
to trespass on the patience of the-house
while he secured them. A

Here Mr. Speaker saw 6 o’clock and
the house rose for recess.

Dealing with the action of the New
Zealand government. in providing for
assistance to settlers at lower rates of
interest than theg had been able to
secure previously by private effort, Mr.
Kidd said one result had been that the
private capitalists were quick to reduce
their interest rate so as to be'able to
compete with the government and he
had no doubt something similar would
occur here. He feared, however, that
the present government were not the
men to be entrusted with a scheme like
this judging by their mismanagement in
many difectjons, and particularly in’ the
matter of th parliament  buildings
which “he claimed had been estimated
to cost only $24,000 a year in interest
and sinking fund, avhile the actual cost:
it is seen is much larger. He feared
the whole tendency of the policy of the
government is against what he would
term the common people in favor of the
capitalist, and one example he would
quote was the Water Clauses Consolida-
tion, Act._ The object of this as’'he un-
derstood it was to enable all who wished
to obtain water to do so at the cheapest
rate possible, but he found that the
working of the act was such as to make
the: rate charged almost prohibitive so
far as the farmer is:concerned, and so
that only a rich man can afford to pay
the rent. This _comes’ of the system of
gha:\"img b{ miners’ inches, inﬁltgg.d of

e water power used, whi he
tl{onglgt would be the proper way. An-
other instance he found in dealings with
the’ Burnaby small holdings and the
building of a schoolhouse at Steveston,
:l;e tgetals &fﬂ whi’cmuld fhotthbe l:lelard

e reporters’ . .“Another  thin;
about Steveston was the amendment _tg
the Municipal Act of last year, so un-
reasonable that the people are simly dis-
gusted with it.” This amendment was"
8o worded, by intention or otherwise, as
‘to -shut out owners of lots from the
right te petition with respeect to licenses,
and -providing that licenses should be
issued on the é)edt:pn of “householders”

efined by the act as fo
exclude the oewners of lots. He would
like the - Attorney-General to explain
how this amendment came to be ‘so
worded. - ; >

Hon. Mr. Eberts—“I can shove it on
your shoulders all right” :

Mr. Kidd proceeded that the policy of

., government has been to induce
apitalists to come to.this country and
to supply them with cheap labor, as
shown in part by their opposition to the
.insertion of the anti-Chinese clause in
private bills. - They wished to bring in
capital and Chinese so as together they
might exgglou: the urces of -this pro-
vinece, while the ite man could get
out.. He thought that when the on
comes about the people of the province
1 e £ at they
do not think the actions of the " gov-
ernment have been in their interests.

Mr. Kellie rose with the declaration
:hat the tistlmaﬁest laid before the hlt‘)nse

re anything but encouraging. hey -
showed, he contended, that while “fg
the past six years the annual deficit had
been about $400,000 it will be inoi%e
single year now dealt with from $1,000,-
000 to_ $1,200,000. He ecriticized the
appropriations for the school districts,
holding as quite insufficient, for instance
the $11, put down for Cassiar and
the 000 for West Kootenay, which
latter paid in last year $175,000. In the
face of the great contributions to the
revenue made by West Kootenay—more
n the whole contributions of Van-
couver ‘Island—he protested against the
ruling by the Speaker the other day
that the petition from Sloean City for-
five members for West Kootenay was
out of order, because it was said to in--
volve an e:

nditure of public money.
He held the  petition sz
quite in order and that it, is

order, for Kootenay to have
/more members; and he was surprised
that the Premier had not to-day outlined

d next deal with
tb_e matter of taxation, showing that in
this Kootenay is discriminated against.
He quoted figures of the taxation on the
ccal mines to show that Kootenay. is
unjustly . discriminated against in the
matter of taxation of mines. He was
surprised that the Premier had said noth-
ing about the proposed assistance to the
railway to the Yukon, and he protested
‘against this province paying a single dol-
lar for a railway into the Yukon, from
which the Dominion will get, as it is get-
ting, all the revenue. He would, how-
ever, vote for a grant of any reasonable
amount for the opening up of Casslar,
in which-he is convinced there is another
Kootenay. If they had given to Cassiar
the $30,000 put into the estimates for a
bnd?e,. at Kamloops, or if they would
spend it in the McMurdo district in West

ootenay it would be to their credit,
but he held that there was no justifica-
tion, whatever for spending it in Kam-

[1oops than to make the seat secure for

the Chief Commissioner, to bring him as
the winning horse up to the at the
coming election. Of the $175,000 esti-
mated for free miners’ certificates the

pay $100,000 in the shape of the tax, °
and he held that in justice to thesgébple £
cf Kootenay a special $5 tax of this na- '
tnre should be put upon every male over ..
18 years of age in British Columbia. It

is quite evident, however, that the gov-

ernment is going to give the peaple of
West Kootenay nothing - senp.
(Laughter.) The day is bound ‘to “come,

Continued on Page Six,

men working in mines wounld have to. . ..
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