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ILLIBERAL LIBERALS.

Some Canadian newspapers which pro-
fess to be Liberal speak in the most illib-
eral way of thespeech made by the Gover-
nor-General at the Toronto Board of Trade

* banquet. His Excellency spoke cheerfully
of Canada. He told his hearers of the pro-
gress 1t had made since he came to the
country, and he expressed himself hope-
fully ‘as to Canada’s future. This wasan
unpardonable sin in the estimation of some
Canadian Liberals, 'To say that Canada
has improved and to hope that it will im-
prove is, they declare, to be political in a
party sense. The man who- believes that
Canada is advancing and who predicts that
there is a bright future before her is, with-
out question, a Tory and should be treated as
a Tory. The Governor-General did this, and
he must therefore be placed in the’ same
category as Sir John Thompson, Mr. Foster

and Mr, Mackenzie Bowell, and spoken “of :

in the same manner. - The only way in
which a public man can recommend himself
to the Grits is to say all manner of evil of
the country, and to confidently declare that
it is far on the road to the dogs. Since the
Governor-General did not do this at Toronto
he is to be sneered at and his office is to be
belittled.

‘Things have come to a pretty bad pass in
Canada when a non-political personage can-
not point to the progress which the country
has made during the last three or four years
without being condemned by a lot of snarl-
ing ill-conditioned scribblers as taking sides
with a political party.

3 AN e
ALASKA.

The report of the Governor of Alaska for
the fiscal year 1892 shows that the territory
i8, on the whole, in a prosperous condition.
We gather from the report that the organi-
zation of the Government’ iz rather loose
and that the inhabitants are, taken alto-

, gether, sqmewhat less than half civilized.
The white population, according to the
Governor’s estimate, is 4,303, made up of
3,860 males and 443 females. In this esti-
mate are included the men on board the
ships in the barbors, who number a - little
less than four hundred. The native Indian
population is calculated to be 23,274, and
there are in the country somewhere about
4,000 Chinese and half-breeds. The popu-
iation, when all are counted, is 31,795.

To govern this community there is a Gov-
embr and quite a large staff of  officials, in-
cluding a ‘nuinber of  civil service commis-
sioners. There are nine justices of the
peace, four constables, six notaries public,
three commissioners of deeds, eighteen

- mative policemen, and six street commis-
sioners—we give them in the order in which
they are set down'in the report. There is

" .. also a company of infantry known as Com-

pany A, First Regiment of Alaska Militia,
which is the nucleus of the militia force of
the country. The Governor says there is
excellent material for such an organization
in Alaska. There Were also sixteen Gov-
ernment vessels in Alaska during the year,
and the Governor depends upon the
officers and crews of these vessels to main-
tain - order should any considerable
disturbance take place. But the inhabit-
ants of Alasks, of all races and every de-
. gree of civilization, appear during the past
year to have been tolerably peaceful and
law-abiding. ' The offences againsi the law
-of which the courts have taken cognizance
‘have been only 144; The offenders we are
- -surprised to find have been principally white
men. There were 78 offenders out of the
4,303 white inhabitants, while among the
Indisn and mixed population, n\unb_ering
some 27,000, there were only 63 violators
of the law. To be in proportion to the
white offenders these latter should number
neariy if not quite five hundred. The ma-
- jority of the offences were not, after all,
very serious.  There are on the list four
cases of murder and two of manslaughter,
but the drunk and disorderly numbered
forty-four, selling liquor to Indians twenty-
seven, and assault and Dbattery six-
teen. There were twelve cases of
illicit sealing and five cases of wvio-
lation of the internal revenue laws. It
seems to be impossible to -enforce the pro-
hibitory law enacted for Alaska. The
Governor complains: **That intoxicating
liquors of various kinds are sold openly and
without concealment to white mefi in all
the principal towns of South-eastern Alaska
s notorious, and will not be denied.” The
- following sentence has a familiar sound to
Eastern ears : ** It has been alleged, in ex-
cuse for meglect to p te offenders
against the prohibitory law of Alaska, that
public sentiment will not sustain prosecu-

tions; that convictions cannot be secured hied

however strong the proofs; that grand
juries will not indict .any man for selling
liquor to white men. I am not prepared to
dispute these allegations, and yet I do not
like to believe that there are no honest men
in Alaska who have no regard (sic) for their
oaths.” .
The condition of the Indians, morally
~ amd socially, does not, from the Governor’s
report, appesr to be as bad as it has been
‘represented.’. But- there is, no doubt, much
room for improvement. ' It is melancholy to
find that some of the best and most civiliz-

~ able tribes are dwindling away, and it is to

be feared will soon disappear altogether. '*
~ " Considering its population, the trade of
Alaska is very large. Its imports last year
amounted to $2,164,238, and its exports
were valued at $7,759,094. The principal
itemsof export were 789,204 cases of salmon
valued at $3,157,176 ; 186,250 pounds of
whalebone, $1,210,625; gold bullion,—
Alaska Treadwell Gold Mining com-
. gpany,  $707,017; gold and silver bul-
lion: by -other companies, $400,000 ; furs,
shipped by the Alaska Commerdial Com. |

pany, $348,991 ; 1,220,000 codfish, $375,000;
furs, curios, etc.,  $351,000. ' There iz one
item which it is rather difficalt to under-
stand, it is this: 13,500 sealskins taken un-
der lease; 52,087 sealskins taken by seal-
ing flest, and 10,000 sealskins taken by
natives and others, $755,587. It is rather
funny to see the catch of the Victoria seal-
ing fleet and the catch of the American seal-
ing fleet, which were never on Alaskan ter-
ritory, set down as part of the exports of
Alaska. There were exported from Alaska
last year $114,000 worth of oil and guano.
This oil was taken from herring, which
abound in Alaskan waters.

There is no such thing as agriculture
in fAlaska, and the Governor very
properly discourages - any attempt to
persuade people to emigrate to Alaska with
the view of either tilling the land or raising
stock. A very peculiar industry has been
started in the territory. This is fox-breed-
ing. Silver-grey foxes have been taken to
two or three islands and turned loose.
‘What the result of this enterprise will be is
uncertain, but good returns are expected
from it. Reindeer have been also taken to
islands where they may be reasonably ex-
pected to increase. But the success of this
venture is also uncertain. There are schools
and missionaries in the country, and it is to
be hoped that these civilizing and Christian-
izing agencies will do much towards elevat-
ing the population, both white and Indian.
Altogether Governor Knapp’s report is ex-
ceedingly interesting. It shows that Alaska
is to the United States a very valuable pos-
session.

PR b R

A SENSELESS SYSTEM.

The St. Paul Pioneer Press condemns the
system under which the President of the
United States is elected:as ‘‘ useless and
dangerous.” It does appear singular to the
British subject who believes that majorities
must rule to see a President of the United
States elected under a system  which may
give and has given the ‘prize contended for
to the candidate who gets the fewest votes.
This kind of electoral legerdemain appears
to him to be ridiculously unjust. We see
that when Mr. Cleveland was more than
uinety thousand votes ahead of -his oppon-
ent, he in 1888 lost ' his election ; but in
1884, when he was only twenty-three thou-
sand votes ahead of the Republican candi-
date, he was declaréd duly elected. It is no
wonder that the Pioneer Press declares that
the electoral system which produces such
results as this is useless and dangerous,
This is part of what our St. Paul contem-
porary says on the subject : 3

In forty-four states the chosen members
of the electoral college met.on Monday and
cast their yotes for president and vice-pre-
sident of the United States. This solemn
farce, which has to be'gone through with
on the second Monday in January of the
year succeeding each - presidential “election,
means absolutely nothing. It only re-re-
cords the verdict of the people pronounced
last November. Not_ten citizens of any
state, probably, could name the whole list
of its electors. ially they are:nonenti-
bies. Their formal act is  compulsory, and
any one of them: who should violate in-
structions and attempt to carry out the
original intent of the constitution by exer-
cising the right of private judgment "would
be cursed and despised and outlawed from
that time forth. e'g.)l’lm other solemn farce, of
sending a record of the votes by mail and
one by private messenger to Washington,
will not have to be performed before the
clearly understood and emphatically ex-
pressed will of the people can be made of
legal effect by the counting of the vote in
the presence of the two houses of Congress.
:The Pioneer Press goes on to indicate a
variety of ways by which the well-under-
stood wishes of the majority of the people
might be frustrated in the election of a
president. ¢ We may suppose,” it says,
““any one ot a dozen contingencies to arise
in which this cumbrous and useless
machine known as the electoral college
would defy the people, set aside their de-
cision, and precipitate revolution and
anarchy.” - Yet the people of the United
States pride themselves on being democratic
in the largest sense of the word, and they
speak of the people of the United States as
being *‘sovereign.” Still, this sovereign peo-
ple allow themselves to be tricked out of the
man of their choice by an old-fashioned
paradoxical system of election.

-B. C. CORPORATION, LIMITED.

Annual Meeting—Business Satisfactory and
Inereasing—Six Per Cent. Dividend
for the Year.

The first annual meeting of the share-
holders of the British Columbia Corpora-
tion (Limited)] was held on December 29,
at the City Terminus hotel, Mr. H. J.
Gardiner, chairman of the company, pre-
siding.

~.The chairman said : Gentlemen, before
referring in detail to the statement and
acoonnts, I must express my. regret that
they should not have reached you earlier,
and that this meeting should not have been
held by the middle of November. We had
to accomplish this, but we were un-
able to obtain.the detailed accounts from
British Columbia as early as we expected.
This is perbanexcmble on the first occa-
sion, but we hope that in the next and
future years our meetings may be held in
November. The first annual meeting of the
shareholders of a new undertaking is fre-
quently looked forward to by directors with
a certain amount of anxiety, because, how-
ever promising the undertaking may be, it
frequently hl‘fpem that comparatively little
work can be done or profit made during the
first year of its existence. It is therefore
with the greater  satisfaction that we are
able to meet you to-day and to give not only
A GOOD ACCOUNT OF OUR STEWARDSHIP,

but also to tell you that the experience of
the first year fully justifies the estabiish-
ment and the existence of the company, and
leads as to- hope for a prosperous and suc-
cessful‘career 1n the future. Referring to
the balance sheet, and going through the
figures in detsil, you will notice that the
period under review comprises nearly 143
months, and that therefore both the ex-
penses and the profits may be reduced
roughly by oné-fifth in order to obtain the
respective figures for a period of twelve
months. It must, however, be remembered
that the results shown by the. balance sheet
were produced with a relstively  small

amount of capital—an amount considerably

less than is now available for the company’s
operations. Turning to the balance lho’olt
you will notice that out of the issue ot 150,000
shares of £10 each offered to.the public in
July, 1891, the amount subscribed up to
September 30, 1892, was £102,500, and that
£4 per share has”been paid up. This has
been slightly increased since that date.
This share capital was only subscribed and
called up by degrees, and it will be in-
teresting to you to know that the average
amount at our disposal during the time

£29,500. Turning next to the debentures,
which we only commenced to issue in July
last, when the subscribed capital had
reached £100,000, the amount placed to
September 30 was £28,600, and at the pres:
ent time stands at £50,600, whilst the
average amovnt available, if spread over
the whole period included in our accounts,
would be represented by about £2,000 only.
If you .have . followed -my - calculations
you will see that the average amount
of share capital employed has been
£29,500, and the average amount of
debenture  capital emwployed has been
£2,000, making a total available cepital
of £31,500, and it is on this amount
that we may consider that the resuls shown
by the balance sheet has been attained.
The amount, standing against deposits is
the amount of money deposited with the
company in British Columbia at interest and
for varying periods, the interest accrued
thereon, £107 9s. 4d., being balance_of .in-
terest calculated to the date of the accounts.
Sundry creditors, £317 14s, 5d. This head-
ing embraces sundry small acconnts owing
by the company on . thé  30th September,
which would be liquidated in the due
course of business. The next item, < Ex-
change Reserve,” represents an amount set
aside to cover difference in exchange be-
tween $4.86%, at which rate all our accounts
are caloulated, and the rate of $5.00 to the
£1, at which rate the shareholders in
British Colunibia paid for their shares. We
are in consultation with our solicitors, who
will, I think, advise that this overpayment
should be returned, so that all shares ma;
be on exactly the same basis, On looking
ab the credit side of the account, you will
see that the mortgages placed amonnt to
£58,768 25. 3d. These have been selected
with great csre and -

SHOW LARGE AND SUFFICIENT MARGINS OF
VALUE ;

in excess of the amounts which have been
advi d by our y on the properties.
The cost of issue of the debentures, in-
cluding the stamp of 2s. 6d., printing, ad-
vertising, etc., amounnted to £462 5a. 3d.,
of which £200 has been written off the pre
sent account. ' Seeing that the amount
realized by these debentures has been so
short a time available, the directors con-
sider that the writing off of £200 is more
than sufficient.  Sundry debtors :—This
item covers seversl amounts, due prin-
cipally in Victoria, which, in the or-
dinary course of busipess, would be
liquidated. Cash in - han This,
you will notice, is a large sum,
and represents the proceeds of debentures
which had been recently remitted, and a
considerable portion of which has since
been invested. Turning to the profit and
loss account, you will notice that we have
received not only a fair sum for interest,
but also a snbstantial amount for commis-
sion on business we have transacted, and
that we have been enabled not only

TO WIPE OFF THE WHOLE OF THE PRELIMIN-
ARY EXPENSES

received to date, but also the amount of
£200 previously referred to as the ‘cost of
vhe debenture issue, We have also been
able to provide for all the expenses of the
yesr, or rather for the year and a quarter,
which-bear relatively heavily on the results
of such a small capital as we have had to
operate with, but which will be propor-
tionately lighter as our figures increase. In
April Tast we paid you'an interim dividend
at the rate of 6 per cent.”per annum
up to March 31, and we now propose
to pay a dividend at the same rate, namely,
6 per cent. per annum up 1o September 30,
carrying forward a small amount to the
coming year, which result we think you will
consider a very satisfactory one. I wish to
point out to the shareholders that the policy
of the board is clearly defined. It is our
dest

BY ECONOMICAL WORKING AND BY CAUTIOUS

MANAGEMENT

to build up the company on a secure foup-
dation, and to limmur dividends toupa
reasonable percentage until such time as a
substantial reserve fund shall have been
formed. ‘We desire to progress quietly, and
cautionsly, and it is for that reason that we
have up to the present taken no active steps
to place either the remainder of our share
capital or of our debenture issue, although
we think the time is now approaching when
the unsubscribed balance could be profitably
employed, and we shall be glad to receive
further applications from any of cur share-
holders or their friends.  British Columbia,
as is well known, is

A PROFITABLE F1ELD FOR INVESTMENT,

and with the aid of our ex;i)erienced and
talented colleagues in the colony, we feel
that we are in an excellent position to avail
ourselves of such opportunities as may

Mr. W. N. Diggle seconded the motion.

The Chairman moved, and Mr. T. G. Gil-
lespie seconded : * That a dividend be paid
in accordance with the suggestion in the
report, namely, 6 per cent. on the capital
u8 paid up for the six months ended Sep-
tember 30, 1892.”
The motion was carried unanimously.
Messrs. Broads, Paterson & Co. were re-
appointed the auditors of the company, and
Mr. T. R. Smith was reappointed the
auditor in Victoria.
Mr. Allt proposed a vote of thanks to the
chairman and directors in London and Vie-
toria for the able manner in which they had
conducted the affairs of the corporation.

Mr. Skipworth seconded the motion, re-
marking that it was very seldom a company,
and ‘especially a financial wmﬁgm‘z{,‘nhowed
such a satisfactory result on the first year’s
working as had been shown here.
The motion having been passed,
The Chairman, on behalf of the directors
and himself, and those connected with
them, thauked the nhrell;oldeu for the 'v.ti»lm
they had just passed. He was especially
glu{ of having an opportunity of returning
thauks on behalf of their friends in Vie-
toria. The company was represented by
some of the most able men out there, and it
would be very gratifying to him: and to the
secretary to be able to write and tell them
their exertions had received an expression
of appreciation.
This terminated the proceedings.

SUPREME COURT,

IN CHAMBERS. 3
- January 18.

C. 8t. Morris vs. Brodie—To sign final
jndgment under Order XIV. Order  re-
fused ; costs to be costs in the cause.
dm—-—n. Giles—For mo:fier action by
ju and special jary. made if

s for I:nr{ing special jury,

be struck to-day, Otherwise
present notice for trial by common jury to

covered by our accounts was only about |

Y | again until suitab

: of its kind in the eountry.

POULTRY, PUPS AND PETS.

Openiog of the Fourth Annual Exhi-
bition of the B. C." Association
at Market Hall.

A Good Represéntation of Dogs,
Fowl and Pets—Notes of ..., .
the Show. >

YANCIERS were in their
glory yesterday, when
at 3 o’clock the fourth
annual exhibition of
the British Columbia

Poultry, Dog and Pet Stock
; =S Association, was formally
?ened by Lieut.-Governor Dewdney. His
onor was briet in his remarks, which were
complimentary to both the Association and
the exhibition, and his little speech from
the balcony was made under difficulties.
Dogs and chickens do not make an attentive
m«fience, nor do they realize that applause
hould not be continuous. Thus it was that
His Honor’s remarks were curiously punctu-
ated with all the exclamation marks known
in dogdom and the poultry yard, which
may have been appreciative and certainly
were Spont \neous,

There is noticeable improvement this
year-in the arrangement of (e exhibit dogs;
of which there are 156 in all, still the great
disadyantage of cold is even. -more marked
than last year.  The fowls are comfortably
housed in the show rooms on the Cormor-
ant street side of the building; the great
majority of the dogs are chained to the rail-
ing, where they are the victims of draughts
innumerable.  Being high-bred dogs and
a tomed fortable. quarters, many
of them will take cold, and, if their owners

respect their feelings, will not' he shown
i:%:enchea are found for

them.

The dogs now shown are of ali sorts and
conditions, from the tiny toy terrier to the
St. Bernard, every class being fairly repre-
sented both numerically and in quality?
The collies, which were fi st to receive at-
tention from the judges, were fortunate in
having to pass inspection by a gentleman
who understands them and appreciates
their beanty and.intelligence—Mr. James
Chalmers. Out of the many représentative
collies shown, a Nanaimo dog, *¢ Claremont
Garry,” son of the $5,000 champion Chris-
topher, and owned by Mr. Charles Demp-
ster, is pi Winning on every
point, bis head, ears and coat are notably
fine, and his only apparent fault is a dispo-
sition to carry his tail too high while on the
run, A daughter of this sure prize-winner,
owned by Mr. J. B.  Carmichael, of  this
scity, takes first and special in the puppy
class, while the second prize puppy  is bred
from Mr. Merritt’s first prize bitch.

Directly opposite the collies, on the other
side of the hcuse, are the, pointers, not very
strong in numbers nor yet of more than
average beauty, the heads being generall
too thick. The setter class has filled weli,
and the specimeéns' include no poor animals.
Among the English setters: * Lolamontez,”
from the Mount Tolmie kennels, and her
offspring ‘‘ Ring,” are deserved favorites.
Irish setters as a class are a little off color
on the dark  side, though there are a few
creditable exceptions, “lg’errin‘s ¢ Ireland
Yet” and “Irish Lass” included. This
pair came from the Green . Isle  itself, and
are from a kennel winning npwards of a hun-
dred first prizes, cups and championships.
The Gordonsetters are strong, as usual; Irish
water spanjels are creditably. represented ;
while four handsome members of the grey-
hound family—black, fawn and mouse—al-
ternately shiver and plead for friendly
notice.

Fox-terriers are fair: as-a classin every
way, 8o are lIrish. terriers, and ‘cocker
spaniels are unusually numerous, and in
quality above the average. Pugs and lap
degs appear to be declining in popularity,
very few being shown, but these few being
good. The foxhounds are a small party,
but exclusive in‘the conscionsness of merit,
while a pén containing mother and three
pretty children is a feature of the show.
Only one pair of rhastiffs represent the class,
Mr. Chambers being the owner. Mr. Snow-
den lends to the exhibition an Irish wolf-
hound, 15 months old, and the only animal
It is indeed a
beauty. Of the St. Bernards, Mr. 8. E. H.
Snider, of Nanaimo, shows the most novel
specimen—a rough-coated four-year old,
from Switzerland, whose looks lead the un.
educated in dog lore to call him a New-
foundland. There are no Newfoundlands
in the show.

A pretty feature of the dog show is the
use madof of a numb;r of 1l:ig edclus ot]a))-

phs o rting dogs, loaned by Mr. D.
ﬁ.. Ebem',poM.P.P.,gand hung over the
representatives of the races pictured.

The poultry occupy three large show-
rooms, which are v;rg conveniently and
advantageously situated, both for exhibitors

and the public. In the first of these The’

Green Lake Poultry Yard, of Seattle, show
a number of Buff Leghorns, famous layers.
and the first of their family to be exhibitea
in British Columbia. W. Dean, of Gordon
Head, introduces another stranger, the Blue
Leghorn, while the rose combed White
Lsshomu are also new to British Columbia,
and likely to be popular. In games, the
novelty is in the line of the Siamese and
Japan birds, the latter, closely resembling a
pheasant, and an excellent table fowl, being
shown by Mr. J. B. Carmichael. Indian
g:;:es make the best display in the room,

eing pretty in “~form and feather,

at the same time good eat-
ing and - consequently popular with
the fanciers. horns are in thé
usual quantity, both Brown and White,
while of Plymouth Rocks there is a small
showing but of good birds. Houdans,
Wyandottes and Silver Grey Dorkings are
not specially conspicuous.

The second room is devoted chiefly to the
Asiatics. The Light-Brahmas have a poor
representation, ‘only 10 birds, while the
Partridge Cochins are here the banner birds
with close on 40 exhibits, some of them
Seattle prize winners. Of the Buff Cochins
there are over 20 birds, all high class, Dr.
Walkem - of Nanaimo being the foremost
exhibitor. Of the Plymouth ks there are
about the ssme number, including several
of the best birds in the building, any one of
which would fairly: represent its class.
In Langshans, Mr.  Merritt makes a good
display of fifteen or more birds, and Pit
fKames are numerous, thirty fightersin all,
and every one game tothe backbone. The
old favorite Black Sganish, or laying breed
baving few superiors, muster a dosen pens
of average merit. -

Bantams are the feature of the third
room, guite a number of the exhibits hav-
ing been t all the
either on foot or in the

and

please the most
The feature o

the aquatic patch are Mr.

Merritt’s Aylesbury and Pekin ducks, the
large exhibit of Rowen being also credit-
able, A few fice Embden and Toul

are shown, the former weighing up as
ﬁigh a8 25 pounds each. Among - the
novelties are a pair of pheasants and a pair
of Guinea hens, the latter of which provoke
the following departure from the orthodox
in the society’s prize list :

‘* Pat—* Axcuse me, sor, but fwat soort
of bird do yez call that frickled janius jig-
glin’ the parts of spache on the fince be-
ysnt 2

Farmer—* Why that’s a Guinea hen.’

Pat—*‘A guinea-hen, is it? Well, be
the poipes o’ Bellyowen ! it’s not worth it,
8o it isn’t.’”

The pigeons make a respectable showing
numerically, while a pair of barbs and some
good fantails, white and cresm, attract par-
ticular attention. The latter were im-
ported from Eastern Canada expressly to be
exhibited. The rest of the pigeons—trum-
peters, Jacobins, pouters, tumblersand Ant-
werps—are of general good quality. There
are perhaps a baker’s dozen of singing can-
aries, and a pair each of white Angora, blue
Angora, and white and black lop-eared
rabbits.

NOTES.

The judging of the exhibits had barely
commenced yesterday, and the complete
lists will not be obtainable until late this
evening,

Premier Davie, Hon. C. E. Pooley,JMayor
Beaven; and a large number of other’ pro-
minent citizens favored the exhibition with
their presence yesterday.

Mr, James Chalmers, an expert in such
matters, pronounced upon the merits of the

igeons as well as the collies yesterday.
here will be few who will dissent from his
awards.

The annual meeting’ of the Association
will be held on Friday evening, when it is
quite possible that it will be decided to keep
the exhibition open until the end of the
week.

A local poet: murmurs apropos :

The Spitz d
Reoshas oy ol
The Pug dog 13&3 like a pretzel,
But the women luve him lots.

Mr. F.. W. Carter, of Seattle, came over
to the Poultry and Dog show last evening,
bringing with him several fine dogs for ex-
hibition,

One dog fancier at the show yesterday
proudly. exhibited the stuffed leg of a de-

champion setter, to show that in
color the descendants of the late lamented
were strictly all right. -

JAPAN'S SEALING RIGHTS.

A Discussion as te the Better Protection of
the Fishing Grounds Against
Foreigners.

The Japan Daily Mail contains the fol-
lowing article, which will be read with in-
terest by local sealing men: —

“Itis at once remarkable and admirable
to observe the accuracy with which the Jiji
Shimpo calculates the quantity of seals and
sea-otters captured by toreign vessels .en-
gaged in clandestine hunting in Japanese
waters. How the calculation is made our
contemporary does not explain, nor can we
be surprised that processes so much beyond
the range of ordinary arithmetic should be
kept as secret as are vhe illegal acts to which
they refer. The results of the account
are, however, distinctly startling. We
read that from the first year of Meiji. until
the present time, the numher of vessels en-
gaged in these gmhing operations—the
season being from May to July—aggregates
over a thousand, and the total value of their
take has been 120,625,000 yen, or 120,625
yen per vessel. Last season, the skins of
the otters captured were worth 1;300,000
ven, and those of the seals 2,495,000 yen, or
3,795,000 yen in all. To this total our con-
temporary adds 780,000 yen as the value of
the young animals tahen from their mothers,
and 30,000 yen as the value of the salted
flesh sold to the Chinese, the grand aggre-
gate for the season being 4,605,000 yen.
*“Such,” says our contemporary, * is the
value of the property stolen by foreigners
‘who visit our territories, whereas the Japa-
nese Marine Products Company’s take for
the same season was only 20.[sea-otters,
valued at 13,000 yen (i.e. 650 yen each)
and 800 seals, worth 13,600 yen(17 yen each ;
the total being the paltry amoynt of %6,600
yen. This is barely the 173rd part%f the
harvest reaped by foreign poachers in our
waters. With four million: yen, we could
build two iron-clads. The problem of the
day is naval development, yet we suffer this
great source of revenue to be gquietly ex-
ploited by fore}gneu. Alike from an econo-
mical point of view and as a matter of
national. prestige, -this state of affairs is to
be sincerely regretted.” .

¢ If the Jiji Shimpo had stated the bases
of these striking calculations, we should
find it easier to condemn the proocess of
spoliation 0. successfully carried on by
foreigners. Buf inasmuch as the Japanese
cruisers sent yearly to the Kariles—where
the mohing is said to go on—have pever
yet been able to capture a foreign schooner
in flagrante delictn, or even to sight one
under suspicious circumstances, we find it
rather difficult to believe that forty sohoon:
ers. annually, on the average, have fre-
quented the Chishima waters during the
months of May, June snd July for twenty-
five years. ‘Still more incredibliiait that the
average take of each schoomer has been
over 120,000 yen. If such a splendidly In-
crative business were really within reach,
not ft:::{ but two or three hundred schoon-
ers would annually engage in it. e ob-
serve that the Jiji refrains from indulging
in the tirade against. official incompetence
which forms the usual sequel of journalistic
reference to poaching by foreign vessels in
the northern seas of Japan. Probably this
reticence is to be ascribed to the perception
of a fact which, plain though it is, has never
been noticed by the vernacular press, name-
ly, that instead of crying ont to the Govern-
ment to drive away the ers, Japanese
hunters ought to go themselves to the
Kuriles, and occupy the hunting ground
to the exclusion of foreigners. There
appears to be some evil genius
residing over ~ Japanese  enterprise.
e Marine Products Company, with
all its organization and paraphernalia, only
succeeds in sapturing 26,600 yen worth of
seals and sea otters in the season, whereas
every foreign schooner visiting the same
waters carries off more than five times that
amount. Why should there be such a
flagrant discrepancy ? Why should foreign-
ers be able to make five yen for every one
yen earned by Japanese under precisely
similar conditions? Be that as it may,
however, ‘the point is that until the
Japanese seople themselves show some
energy and enterprise in garnering the
wealth along their coasts, there is little
sense in calling upon the Government to ex-
pend national funds for the purpose of pre-
venting foreigners from garnering it.
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