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Land of the Midnight Sun.

Iceland and Its

Sun Is Abova

%

the Horizon at Midnight—Pe-

tellectual Energy.
TVOV N>

Owing to the lack of telegravhnic

communication with other lands and

ihe long interval between mail steam-
ers. Iceland is more completely cut off
from the world thap any other portion
of the civilized globe, though in direct
Ene it is omly 800 miles north of Scot-
land, Bordering on the Arctic circle
and possesging a name suggesting &a,
frigid atmosphere, a natural conclusion
would be that it 48 wrapped in perpet-
ual winter and surrounded by icebergs
and glaciers. On the contrary, the cli-
mate closely resembles that of Eng-
land, and sometimes the winters are
almost devoid of ice and snow. The
Gulf Stream, after warming into life
the British Isles, sweeps to the north-
west, retaining a sufficient Guantity of
heat to overcome the natural tempera-
ture of the east Arctic currents. June,
July, amd August are the summer
months, when the sun shines with as
much strength as during June in the
central pant of the United States.

The Icelanders diwide the year into
the light and gark seasons. It is a
Htrange mensatfon to a foreizner who
80e3 to the far north between the
months of March and August to find
that he is beyond the region of night.
To one accustomed to wait for retir-
ing until shut in by the darkness, th_e
continuous light soon becomeas weari-
some. With the sun above the hori-
zon and a singularly rare atmosphere,
an evening walk may be vmr-nnsrim_:s-
ly continued until midnight, and an in-
teresting book may cause one to for-
yet the hours for sleep until the maid
enters the room with the morning cof-
fee. After a few days of this activity,
nature begins to assert her claims, an 1
instead of the sun dial, the watch is in-
trusted wtth nocturna ation. A

up in the mriddle of the day may be

tful and pleasant, but regularly to
e in broad daylight seems unnat-

During June and a part of July
THE SUN DOES NOT SET,
though for a few hours about midnight
visible only from the mountain
while in the valleys is seen all
the glory of a regular sunset, and no
italan sky can boast of greater spien-
dor. At times the colors are intensi-
fied, a8 if each would claim by ‘con-
'-J"»v.:'t the richest beauty; then by hands
invisible, the scene is shifted, until all
is enveloped in a calmer loveliness, be-
Lokening the rest and harmony of an
unseen wonld

Iceland, like many another country,
was oviginally settled by those who
fled from an oppression in their native
land. -

Nominally, Iceland is still a depend-
ency of Denmark, but possesses most
>f the liberties of a free people. Their
£lthing meets every alternate year, and

mnprises two houses, an upper and a
lower chamber, the former numbering
12, and the latter 24 membe The
members gerve for a period of six
years, cne-third of the number being
elected every two years. Of the num-
ber in the Upper Chamber, six are of
the King’s appointment from among the
Icelanders, the other six are elected by
the Althing. AH the members of the
Lower Chamber elected directly
by the people, and be it said to the
credit of the nation that the besf men
of the country are sent to the Althing.

The Governor #s mlways an Ice-.
lander, appointed by the King for life
upon the recommyendaition of the Al-
thing. A shrewd politician, when ask-
ed whether the people would not prefer
this appointment to changing hands
more frequently, remarked that they
were always careful to Tecommend a
inan of advanced years, so that no one
freld the office very long.

The Althing possesses the power to
frame all the laws of the land. A bill
can be introduced in either House and
must pass both Hous by a majority
of votesin order to become law. Should
4 measure involve the alteration or
nulliflcation of a fundamental principle
of ithe constitution, them it must be
sent to Copenhagen for the signature
of the king. His refusing to sign it
prevents it from becoming law. It
rests with the Governor to sign all
bills pentadning to civic lawss, schools,
end churches, doctors and sanitary
matters, mu: ties, paupers, roads
and postal ma s, farming, fishing,
conumerce, and shipping and local in-
dusitries, domaigs, taxes, duties, and
moneys collegted, and all judicial mart-
ters excepting these involving an ap-
peal to the Supreme Court, which must
be referred to Copenhagen. For 50
Yearg the people have been pleading,
working, and
FIGHTING FOR ABSOLUTE HOME

RULE.

‘While the constitution restored to them
in 1874 amllowed them more liberties
than are enjoyed by the king’'s sub-
Jects in his own country, yet the prin-
ciple involved in the fact that tMs fine
remnant of the old Norseman should be
held subject to a nation that is in
any respects inferior o themselves
is sorely galling to the doughty Ice-
lander.

From the b« ginning Iceland’'s great-
est glory has been the universal edu-
cation of her people. Of the entire
present population of 78,000, there is
not an individuel among them (except
idiots, of whom there are less than
100 in the country) over 1§ years of age,
but can read and write, and hag some
knowledge of arithmetie, history, Zxrd
geography, and, in addition, genenally
knows some English and Danish. The
€ducation ds carded on in the homes.
There are but few elemventary schools,
€&s nine-tenths of the people are too
widely scartered to admit of o eoting
the children into regular schools.

In some distriots there is an itin-
erant teacher to each parish, who
“boards around.” remaining with one
family for a fortnight or a month, and
then moving on to the next. Frequent-
1y several families arrange to have
their chiddren move with the teacher,
end take twrns in housing the little
flock. The work of the teacher, how-
ever, kies principally in cGutlining and
defining a counze of study. Té@e real
work of instruction is performeg, by
the paremts during the long winter
evenings. Then the family surrounds
the center table, a large kerosene lamp
suspended from the celling and great
chunks of burning peat ablaze upon
the thearth, rendering the room ocom-
fortable and attractive. The books
&re got out and several members of
the family assume the duty of teach-
ers. . Meanwhile the women kr.:it and
#pin, the men read, and the O'L(‘j folks,
=88 they sit with their feet to the fire,
$old the Mttle children on their knees
end weave varns that gzw:all:y dehg’}'.jt
fahie Imagination of the wee m}.ks. All
| childien are regularly examined by

heé pastor of the parish. Every chiid
ust possess an elementary education
before being confirmed, at about the

Te

al.

is

are

as confirmation carries
certain important civil rights,
observance of this ceremeny  is
rigtdly practiced.

There are a number of high schools
throughout the country, two ladies’
seminaries, and what is known as the
Latin School, at Reykjavik, where the
young men are given a five years’
course in philosophy and the lan-
guages, preparatory to entering the
university at  Copenhagen. These
schools all receive money appropriated
by tlie Government.

Colonized as Iceland was, by peo-
ple who were acquainted with whateter
of refinement and learning the age
they lived in was capable of supplying,
it is not surprising that we should
find its inhabitants, from the very in-
fancy of the republic, endowed with
an amount of intellectual enex 8y hardly
to be expected in so secluded a commu-
nity Perhaps it has been this very
seclusion which stimulated into almost
miraculous exuberance the menital
powers already innate in ithe people.
Undistracted during sevenal successive
centuries by bloody wars Egall
more bloody political (~on\'ulsionx,wluun
for too long a period rendered the
sword of the warrior so much more
important than the pen of the scholar,
the Icelandic settlers, devoting the long
leisures of their winters to intellectual
occupations, became themselves a nat-
ive literature. Almost all the ancient
Scandinavian manuscripts are Icelan-
dic; the negotiations between the
courts of the north were conducted
by Icelandic diplomatists; the earliest
topogra phical survey with which we
are acquainted was Icelandic; the cos-
mogony of the Odin religion and its
dootrinal traditions and rituals were
reduced to a system by Icelandic arch-
aelogists, and the first historical com-
bosition ever written by any European
in the vernacular was the product of
Icelandic genius. It is to Icelandic
chronicles that we are indebted for the
preservation two of the most re-
markable facts in the history of the
world, namely, the colonization of
Greenland by Eurc peans in jthe temth
| century and the discove ry of Amer-
ica by the Icelanders at the commence-
ment of the eleventh,

! THE STORY IS RATHER
and intensely int

1 2age of 14, and
| with it

the

of

CURIOUS
resting, but too leng-
thy for these colummns. Suffice it to
say, ‘that in the month of February,
1477, there arrived at Reykjavik, in a
bark b longing to the port of Bristol,
a long -visaged, gray-eyed Geno-
&se mariner who tock an amazing in-
terest in hunting up whatever was
known on the subject. Whether Colum-
bus, for it was no less a personage
than he, learred
him in his noble resolutions in uncer-
tain, but there is still extant a his-
terical miemuscript written 100 years
before Columbus’ vVoyage, which con-
tains a minute
person named Lief,
to Greenland, was

wiho, while salling
driven out of hig

extensive and unknown coast,
Increased
descended south. From the description

which

habitants, from the mildness of the
{ weather, and from the length of the
| day on Dec. 21, he may have descended
' as far south as Massachusetts. After
Lief’s return succe sive  expedi¥oeons
were made to the same country. That
the Icelanders have received 8o little
credit for these discoveries is one of
the injustices of history, and is ac-
counted for solely on the ground of
their failing to reveal to other nations
the knowledge in their possession, while
Columbus hastened to spread the glad
news to all the world.

During the 530 years that Tceland was
in bondage to Norway and Denmark
the emergies of her people became so
benumbed as to cause them almost to
lose their former mental vigor. But
with the restoration of her constitution
in 1874 dawned.

A NEW ERA.

The people took heart of hope, and
the old Icelandic genius was in a
measure revived. Since then many
works of merit have been produced,
{and the best writings of other nations
[ have been translated into
tongue, including Shakespeare, Byron,
| Milton and Pope.
| Eight general newspapers are- pub-
lished, besides ga number of religious
papers and one temperance paper. Of
magazines therer gre three, namely,
Mimarit, published by the Icelandic
Literary Society; Andvari, published
by the National Patriotic Society, and
Eimreidin, published in the Interests of
natural progress,

The industries

of the people are
chiefly confined to fishing and farm-
ing. Six million pounds of codfish,
7,000 pounds of eiderdown, about 5.000
head of ponies, and nearly one-half
million sheep make up the annual ex-
ports. Very little of the land is culti-
vated. Successive years of frost and
[ rain have washed out furrows so deep
!that great humps stand out on thre
i surface, which from a distance look
| like heaps of hay. From these the
| farmers literally shave, with ~short
| scythes, enough grass to feed their
{ sheep and ponies during the winter
imonths. Potatoes and a few other
| vagetables are raised, but the summer
i seasons are rarely long enough to
[ Tipen grain., Al breadstuffs are im-
iported. At one time Iceland abounded
| with good timber, but at the present
| time

TREES ARE ALMOST A CURIOSITY
A few mountain ash trees are found
in the north and east. but the tallest

{ tree in the country is scarcely 30 feet | pertinence ito

! high.
growth

In many
of

districts there is a low
birch saplings, which,

| les attain to a mature growth.

| The houses are generally  built of
!timber brought from Norway or of the
i turf, which extends its roots into the
ground from eighteen to twenty inches,
and is so closely woven as to reseffble
; thick felt.
bles are likeiy to be of wood.
| farmhouses are peculiar in that there
are a number of small dwellings, one
i built against the
{ bles
tion.

' side by a comamon passage way.

| Until ten years ago there were no

bridges nor regularly made roads.
{ Now there are & number of n- zes,
built according to the latest devices of
jengineering, and many miles of ex-
| cellent roads. The pony’s back fur-
! nishes the only means of transporta-
tion;
in the country. These little creatures
go from one end of the country to the
other, sometimes bearing loads almost
{as large as themselves, They are re-
! markaby tame and possoss glmost
man intelligence. Next to
i kin the Icelander loves his pony, and
imany are the tales related about the
{ faithful service of these animals.

The Icelanders -are of the Lutheran
faith, and though still retaining a few

"l
-

. ! world.
People—New and Interesting |

Facts About a Famous Country—When tha

I Iman
! entire country, the lack of
¥ e { roads being the
culiar Customs of the Inhabitants—Their In- |

{ Something of

| that

i chewing evil,
i no guile.”

{pure remmant left
[tongue as spoken throughout all Scan-
i dinavia a
 beople are scarcely second to the Rys-
slans
'them speaking five and seven different

1in strenest confliet,

anything to confirm |

account of a centain |

] ers,
course, until he found himself by an |

given of the scenery, products, and in- |

the native |

g if |
brotected from the sheep, would doubt- i

In the latter case the ga- |
The !

other, with the ga- |
all pointing in the same direc- |
These are connected on the in-

there are but one or two wegons |

kith- and |

LONDON, ONTARIO

vestiges of the old Roman -religion,
such as the surplice, altars, candles,
pictures and crucifixes,they are stanch
Protestants and are the most loyal,
Innocent, pure-minded people in the
Crime, theft, debauchery ana
cruelty are ailmost wholly unknown
among them. It is safe for any wo-
1o ride unsttended through the
lack well-defined
only barrier,

In the manner of their lives there is

THE PATRIARCHAL SIMPLICITY
reminds one of the Old Worid
princes, of whom it has been said that
‘‘they were upright and perfect, es-
and in their heapts was
The language is singulariy
caressing, and is the only
of the old Norse

sweet and

thousand years ago. The

in linguistic ability, many of
languages,

To the botanist and geologist Ice-
land presents g pecularly rich field.
The flora is plentiful and varied. The
mountains have many curious shapes
and forms; the outburst of volcanic
e€nergy having occurred in closest con-
tact with the realm of ice, bears evi-
dence of frost and fire having grappled
In some cases the
nucleus in the basaltic mass alone re-
mains and looks like monuments or
cairns, and it is difficult to believe they
are natural. Zeolites, embedded In reqg-
dish clay, bits of agate and fragments
of chalcedony, are a fews of the treas-
ures found strewn in the paths leading
to the fjords :

Nothing can be moore delightful than
a horse-back trip of eight hundred or
a thousand miles through Iceland. The
traveler sees thousands of mountaing
covered with eternal snow, outrivalling
the Alps in grandeur; great
innumerable hot wells; waterfalls, one
of which—the Gullfoss—is second only
to Niagara in size and beauty: crystal
streams and dashing rivers, lava beds
of fantastic figures, covered with moss
that glistems in the sun like hoar
frost; and as a crowning glory the at-
mosphere is so brilliant that objects 80
miles sdistant appear close at ‘hand.
The effects of light and shadow are
the purest I. have ever seen, and the
contrast of color is truly astonishing,
One square foot of a mountain juts
out in a blaze of gold against the fiank
of another, dyed of the darkest purple,
while up against the azure sky beyond
rise peaks of glistening snow and ice,

If within the domain of nature such
another region is to be found it must
be in heart of those solitudes
which science is unveiling to us amiad
the untrodden fastnesses of the lunar
mountains.—Ruth Shaffner in the
Chautauquan.

Candid Criticism.

A group of men were telling after-
dinner stories over their cigars. They
had dined, and were in high Spirits,
The talk scon became broad and taint-
ed. One man silence in the
background.

the

sat in

“What are you brooding over?” ask-
ed one of the compan turning to
him suddenly in g pause of the con-
versation. “You look as though you
were collecting theads for a sermon.”

“I was wondering what your moth-
wives and sisters would say if

they were compelied to listen to all

| this foul talk."”
in beauty and fertility as he i

Theré was loud laughter over w hait
he talkers contemptuously termed
the “Miss Nancy Squeamishness’” of
thelr companion. The mworalist was
broncunced too good to live in a wick-
ed world, and so many jokes were
cracked at his €Xpense that he took
his hat and walked away,

It had required morajl courage to
place himself publicly on the side of
decency, and apparenly his agct had
been without effect. But it soon Dbe-
came evident that it had not been in
vain. When two of the company, later
in the evening, tried to rival each
other in broad sturies, there was arn-
other protest from one whio had been
listening gravely, He huaqd joined ‘he
Sneers at ‘“Miss Nancy” a few hours
before.

“Really,” said the second moralist,
“these last stories are too bagq! I re-
fuse to listen any longer. Each of us
is the worse for being here. We may
not be religious men, but we must
admit that there is something in the
spiritual nature of a man that is the
best part of him, and that foul talk
of this sort degrades and defiies that
immontal something. Not one of us
can g0 out of this room without feeling
that he has done himself injustice by
violating his spiritual instincts.”

This moral was also enforced by the
criticism of a ecandid friend upon the
second novel of a writer whose first
work had revealed evil tendencies:

“You are going from bad to worse.
The evil in the first, book was latent,
but in the second it is unconcealed,
flagrant (@nd offensive, You had to
write the first one before you could
lower yourself to the level of the sec-
ond, with its offenses against morality
and decency.”

That is what young men seldom take
into account—the degrading effects of
bad work and foul talk upon their own
characters. They write equivocal and
vicious books, and repeat stories which
would bring blushes to the faces of
their mothers;and day by day they are
deteriorating.

“That was my first picture,” saiq g
French painter to a friend @t a public
gallery.

“Yes,” was the response; ‘“you had to
vaint it before you could be so indif-
ferenf to the moral side of art as to
paint your second one,and you have
been going down ever since. Your pic-
tures have made you rich, but each
new one leaves you poorer in spirit,
and enables you to g0 lower the next
time.”

We owe it ito ourselves and to od
to make the best of ithe lives He has
given us, and it ¢an never be an im-
rebuke with courage and
firmness ewil tendencies in arnt, litera-
ture and conversation which «Trrupt
the mind and degrade character,—
Youfh’s Companion.

WHAT HE THOUGHT O'T. -

A Scotch minister, preaching from
the text, “Look not upom wine when
it 1s red in the cup,” eloquently en-
larged upon the evil effects of drink-
ing upon the head, heart, and purse.
As the congregation was moving ®ome-
wards, two old cronies, given to in-
dulging in something more than a wee
drap, taiked over the germon.

“Did you hear yon, Johnnie?” quoth

i
- )yid T hear't? Wha didna hear't?”
said Jonnnie. “I ne'er winked an e'e.’’

“A weel, an’ whiat thougiht ye o't?”

“Adeed, Davie, I think he has been
a lad in his day, or he couldna %a’
kem’d so weel aboot it. He's been a
8ly hand, the minister.”

A jasper vase, presented by the

| Czar of Russia to the city of Paris,

has just arrived at Havre. It is made
of the most perfect block of jasper
ever knowm, is eight feet high, with
the Russian arms on one gide, and
those of the city of Paris on the other;
the handles ar- female heads

| savage state,

Missing Links _

m

Busy Readers.

CAPT. JAMES COOK had wonder-
fully good eyes. Nearly a century and

of coal he saw on ithe west c_oast of
Newfoundland, and was laughed at.
The Newfoundlanders have now hunt-

have found them.

Atlantic. When the Russian gunboat
Grozinshtchy put into Brest recently,
all difficulties were avoided by her ofﬁ-
cers presenting a handsome tea service
to the French cruiser Coetlogon, and
receiving in return a Sevres statuette.

PRINCE CHRISTIAN VICTOR of
Holstein-Schleswig, who has gone to
Ashantee, is the first of Queen Vie-
toria’s grandchildren to see active ser-
vice. The Duke of Connaught sel'\'ed
in the Egyptian campaign, and is the
only one of the Queen’s many descend-

warfare.

RUSSTIA' is said to be trying to buy
the island of Pulo Way, off the north-
west end of Sumatra, from the Dutch
for a coaling station for her Pacific
fleet. It would be dangerously near

and would thus threaten British com-

Australia,

AUSTRIA’S new Ministry has sent a
circular to all public prosecutors re-
minding them that the freedom of the
press is guaranteed by the constitution,
and warning them that ithe illegal
practice of confiscating newspapers,
on the ground that thev incite to ha-
tred and contempt, will no longer be
tolerated.

GEORGE EBERS, the Egyptologist,
has discovered that many of the queer
medical recipes found in old Tonglish
and German hooks eame from the an-
cient Egyptians, They were not known
to the Greeks, but were spread 11‘011}
Salerno, the greas medical schooi of
the middle ages, to which they must

translations.

DIPHTHERTA of the skin, a very
rare disease, has been cured by the
use of anti-toxin in a Mttle 2 1-2-vear-
old Berlin girl recently. She had been
badly scalded with boiling water,
as the was healed,
hv her mother on the wounded

skin

communicated it to the
the thrcat was not

TWO Akka girls from Central Africa
were brought to Europe

baby’s skin;
affected,

my

- ney were sent back, and Trecently a
German lady who came across
found that they had reverted to their
She could atitract them
to her for a short time only by bribing
them, though they remembered the
things they had seem in Europe,

CARDINAT, BONAPARTE’S
leaves onlyseven cardinal~ ~¢ Pius IX.’s
creation in tha Sacred College,
are cardinal bishops,
letta, Oreglia di Santo
occhi: three cardinal priests, Von
henlohe, Ledochows
while Cardinal Mertel is a cardinal
deacon. Urban VIII. is the only pope
so far who survived all the men who
elected him.

FIVE systems of law are In use in
Germany; 18,000,000 people live under
the Prussian code, 2,500,000 under the
Saxon, 7,500,000 under the French code
civil, 14,000,000 under the German com-
mercial code, the modernized form of
Roman law, and 500,000 under Scandi-
navian law. Tt is proposed to substi-
tute a mew code, the draft of which
was completed this year, for all the
older laws,

Ho-

A VERY marked change has come
over the Prince of Wales of late.
Naturally calm and unimpressionahle,
he has grown nervous, restless
contented, He looks
Years would warrant,
have around them lines which tell of
sleepless nights and uncomfortable
thoughts. It is <aiq that the physicians
have ordered him to curtail the amount
of tobacco in which he has been in the
habit of indulging,

THREE statues ara about to be
erected to famous Bretons in Brittany.
At Pioermel, know for its “pardon,”’
it is Dr. Guerin, who introduced the
transfusion of bloog into modern prac-
tice, who will be honored; at Lesneven
it is Gen. Le Flo, Thier's Minister of
War, and at Dinan the Cometable Du-

and dis-
older than his
and his eves

guesclin, whose memory Coquelin and
Deroulede have revived, is to be repre-
sented on horseback, The money for g
monument tfo Renan at Treguier has
not been raised.

SITR ARTHUR SULLIVAN had a
most unpleasant experience when he
went to Berlin recently to superintend
the production of “Ivanhoe.” One
leading journal asked, “What 1s this
foreigner doing among wus?”’ and, as
though that were not  despicable
€nough, a sgtorm was raised because,
first, the heroine of “Ivanhoe” is aq
Jewess, and second, on the ground that
Sir Arthur was himself a Jew, whose
ancestors ware named, not Sullivan,
but Solomoen.

VERESTCHAGIN paints his remark-
able pictures with hig right hand. This
statement is worth making, because: A
leopard once bit the thumb of that
hand, and the thumb had to be ampus
tated; a rifle ball once struck the mid-
dle finger of that hand while the ar-
tist wes studying a, ba.ttloﬁeld—during
a battle—and the finger has been use-
less ever since, @nd the small bones
of that hand were once shattered by
a fall on the Russian steppes, making
it stiff ever since. By the last-named
accident the right erm was also frac-
tured. .

BISMARCK'’S statne for the Rudels-
berg, representing him in student cos-
tume, is now ready. While the sculptor
was modeling the figure recently, the
Iron Chancellor said to him: “All ar-
tists have painted my bortrait without
the lower lip; that is wrong. My lower
Hp is very pronounced; not too much,
for that would indicate obstinacy, and
I was never obstinate when I found
views that were »~a- than my own.
i2ut a well-developed lower lip signi-
fies constancy.” When the model was
finished he marked the letters v. B.
on the olay himself,

IF A man loves a girl enough to
yearn after her for 62 yemrs it is right
and proper that he shoasd mearry her.
This Christlan Shultz did. Back in
1830 Shailtz loved Martha Cowan, who
wag g -sohool-mate in Germany, When

¢

ed up the deposits he spoke of and i heart.of years ag0 was living in Onio.

the entrance to the Straits of Malacca, |

. . i
merce between India and China and !

have come through Coptic and Arabic |

i

i nCthing of aach
{ Then Shultz came to ithis-

IT WOULD seem that the tale of the |
Castine’s punch bowl has crossed the |

ants who had been engaged in real |
| Weapon.

{ would not be
i s
and, !
was kissed |
‘Qf\ \1. i

The mother had dinktheria, and thus |

i most felicitous
i less response to the
some years !
2g0 by Dr. Stullmemn to be civilized. | :
{ held a meeting under
them

{ go()“d

; I)rumtoohty
| cept Lachlan Campbell, who considered
death |
{ ments of d octrine, and
Three
Monaco le an-;
Rotone, D | the colonel then asked any Drumtochty
i, and Di Canossa, i

i+o | them,
a half ago he told of the great deposits i

Gossip From Every Land Summarized for

S>>V levea

she was 18 years 0ld her parents cama
1o Amrica, ang brought Martha with
From that time wuntil jlaest
month ShukMz ang Miss Cowan knew
other’s whereabouts.
country, and
learned from friends that his Sweet-
He found her in McGuffy, and they
Were married on Tuesday. The bride

Is 80 years old and the bridegroom two
years her senior.

THE campaign in  Chitral showed
England that, in spite of its carrying
bower, the new Lee-Metford n@agazine
rifle was not effative in checking the
onset of an attacking
wounds inflicted by the projectiles in
many cases did not disable the men
€ven temporarily, The battalion sent
to Ashantee, though trained to use the
Lee-Mitford gun, has been equip-
ped with ¢the Martini-Henry rifie,
wirich is now believed to be batter at
short range, and will have to learn
how to use it as though it were g new
Another innovation is bor-
rowed from the French Madagascar
expedition. Instead of sending  out
one or more of the regular battalions
of the army, a small composite battal-
ion has been formed, made up of small
detachmenits of volunteers or of drart-
ed men from saveral regiments, An-
other lesson has been learned from
Z\!adagasca'r, as no fewer than 22 doc-
iors has accompanied the small force,

Scotch Humor.

Tan Maclaren was maintaining the
other day at Glasgow that Scottish
humor s esentially grim. Notwith-
standing Dr, Macleod’s brotestation to
the contrary, there is much to be ad-
duced in support of the contention. It
was doubtless this that Goldsmith was
thinking of when he wrote:

For thy sake I admit
That a Scot may have humor, 1'q a1-
most said wit”;
the Scottish variety being so different
to the livelier English that in Gold-
smith’s day there was no little difficul-
ty in recognizing it, JIn these daysg,
however, they are quicker to see it
in Emngland than in Scotland; but it

Smith’s austerely unappreciative Scot
to mewis the grim fup of many of
the in Mr, Watson’s book,
Take, for instance, the anecdote of
Jamie Soutar:

It is generally wereed that

Jamie's
gstroke was 1i

his guile
dlumillating invi-
taition of g lay preacher who had
secured the use of the Free Kirk, and
¢ Milton’s aus-
pices,

“Now, my dear friends,”
man, a half-pay Indian colonel],
with a suspicion of sunstroke,
wisih to go to heaven, stand up,” and
Trose in a solid mass, ex-
the preacher ignorant of the very ple-
Jamie, who was
making g study of Milton with great
enjoyment,

Much dheered by fthis earnest effort,
man (or Woman) who wished to go
elsewthere ito declare himself after the
same fasthion,

No one moveq
Seconds, and the breacher was about
to fall back on general - exhovtziticn .
w!lvn Jamie rose in his place and stood
WwWith great composure,

“You surely did not understand what
I said, my aged friend.”

Jamie indicated that he had thor-
oughily grasped the colonel’'s meaning.

“{_)0 you really mean that you are
ready—to—go—where I mentioned ?”’

“I'm no anxious for sic a road,”
Jamie blandly, “but cudna. bear
see ye stannin’ alane, an’ you a str
ger in the parish,” and Drnmtoent_v.
which had been taken unawares, hnd
was always repenting a weak conces-
sion, went home satisfied.

IR S G

A Weird Ceremony.

A hundred years Or S0 ago a public
exXecutioner or headsman was a Dpiti-
able creature indeed. Shunned by his
kind, he led g solitary life; no man
would speak to him, or even brush
against him in passing. A little girl
in old Dusseldorf, known as Red Sef-
chen, from her iong, red locks, once
told the poet Heine of a strange scene
she had witnessed. She came of g
long race of executioners, and livedq
with her grandfather, g famous heads-
man, in a lonely wood, ‘When she was
about 8 years old, on one fine autumn
day an unusually large party of guests
arrived at the Tfarmhouse,

There were more than a dozen of
them, almost all very old men, with
gray or bald heads; and under their
red cloaks they had their long swords
and their finest clothes,

They were the oldest execnutioners
from all the mCre distant pants, and
had not meit for a long time. There was
a great shaking of hands, but very
little speech, and that often in Jan-
guage of unintelligible signs.

When night fell the master turne®
his servants ouit-of-doors, and sent the
old women off on Some pretext, But
he let little Red Sefchen stay in the
house, and bade her scour the great
silver goblet with its sea-gods and
thelr dolphins and conch-shells, and
put it on the stone table ocutside the
front door; then he told ber to go at
onoce to bed.

Red Sefchen dutifully cleane® the
Neptune cup, and set it on the table
by the flasks of wine, but she did not
g0 to bed. She was so ourious that
she hid behind m bush, whére
could not hear much, but could see all
that happened.

The strangers, with her grandfather
at thelr head, came solemnly, two snd
two, and sat down on the wooden
blocks round the stone table; and the
rine torches cast a sinister light on
their stern faces.

For a long time they sat in sidence,
or only muttering, as if in prayer.Then
her grandfather filled the goblet with
wine, and each drank and passed it
to his neighbor; and afiter each draught
they shook hands heartily.

Then ther grandfather made a
speech, apparently on some sad topic,
for the big drops fell from his eyes,
and the other old men wept bitterly;
and it was dreadful to see these old
men, who ¥ooked as hard and weather-
beaten as the stone faces round a
church door, with tears runming from
their stony faces, and sobbing like
children. The little listener’s heart was
ready to burst with pity.

At last all rose from their seats and
cast off their red mantles. Each took
his long sword under his arm, and two
by two they walked to a ‘tree, under
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which a spade lay ready, and with it
one of them quickly dug m deep grave.
Then Sefchen’s grandfather drew near;
but he had mot put aside his cloak
like the others, end from beneath it
he drew g package, long and Narrow,
wrapped in a gheet. This he laid with
great care in (ihe grave, and hastily
covered it,

Poor Sefchen’s hair rose in horror at
this secret bumal  She ran tc her
chamber ang hid beneaith the bed-
clothes, and at last fell asleep, The
next morning, a)] seemed like a
Gream, but the freshly-dug earth be-
neath the tree sho ed her that it was
real. But she t no one of the
night’s doings, and ag years went on
it began to fade from her memoiy.

When her gn father died, five
Yeans afiter, wshe Ventureq to open hex
heart to her aunt, who seemed neither
surrrised nor shocked, She told the
child that the burnied Object was her
grandfather’s old sword of justice, with
which he had beheaded a hundred poor
sinners; and that ¥ was the custom
for a headsmen, when he had per-
formed a hundred executions with one
sword, to use it no longer, for it had
acquired a soul through its long years
of service, and must finally be laid
to rest in a grave, like g human pe-
ing. And thus was this strange scene
explained.—Youths’ Companion,

0 issing There.

Happy Japs Who Indulge in No Oscy.
latory D:monstrstions.

At the present rate of writing from
and about Japan, we shall soon be
quite with the mcenes and
customs of the dsiand empire. Facis
are frequently repeated, but often in
Such new guise
tion.

familiar

as to justify reproduc-

Mr. A, B. de Guerville, writing

for the December Muncey's, after very
daintly picturing the beauty of the
daugiaters of Japan, goes on to tell us
of the people and customs of that
country as follows:

“In no other country of the world
wWill you see such happy beople as in
Japan. No where do beople know so
well how to €njoy life. Kven among
the lowest of the laboring classes a,
satisfaction see ©o reign, and it is
Wita constant smiles that they toil and
Sweat. This everiasting happiness
natural to their race, It has its cause
In the fact that their meeds are small
and that they know how to be satisfied
LS eiffect one finds
W0 be the best-disposed and the
best-natured )eople in the worla.

i quarrciung, Swearing, are
Known to them, and I am sure tl
In ail Japan was such a i

) woman making ‘sce;; ..
@2aving an attack of nerves, or -
coming hystericsi because her dress
would not fit, or siapping a child be-
Cause the littie one qid net know

=38 §15)

iz

i what it had not been taught.

“Cleaniiness is one of the first fac-
tors in clvilization. The
boorest citizen bathes every day, even
twice a day. There are ov
lic baths in the city of Tol
i i that over 36y,000 persons

em daily at a cost of

sen three rins per h:‘ad‘ul,mm hg
dent. A reduciion 6f ‘three
made for chiidren. (
€vVery privaite o
roeom. In the villag

bathing
private bat

Japanese

U0 pub-

and i+
Al

1 oms, f1e  people t:
thelr tubs cut of deors and bathe
fore their houses: for cleanliness
more esteemed there than our artif
Western prudery. Indeec d it is not so
long ago that Japanese ladies used tc¢
receive callers While in their kath—en
tout biem tout honneur,
“In a Japanese family Il
does for aill ithe members, and ag
is considered the nobler sex, the
bathe first, in the order of their
and dignity, the ladies afterward
the younger i > and
without water
the servamnis vth, unl
be sent to !
“The Jaoj
leads aii
of the i

o

the same bath

>

=
all

ol mineral springs

Sometimes they
¢ Oof this natura
st incredible ex-
aka, a tiny spa, the

in the water for
fiwones on the lops

m floating in thao;
sleep. The car i of the establish
ment, a hale a rearty old man of
70, stays in the b th dun the en-
tire winter, "To he sure, t water in
this particular blace is cne or two Ge-
grees below blood-heat.”

There may be some who have yet to
learn that there is no kissing in
an. A young mam never
Sweetheant, a wife never
husband, g mother never
children. We ourselves remember ask-
ing a Japanese lady once why her peo-
Ple never kissed. Her reply ‘was
an essay written by a young Jap in an
English school at Yokohama, as foi-
lows:

“The wind of occidental civilization
Swept. all over the country, and their
customs were fintroduced days after
days, and most of the Japanese young
men are indulging in their manners,
When they meet together they shaj
hands. They begin their speaking v 1
‘Good morning.’ They put roses on
their bosom as if the presents of
Young ladies. That is right. I don't
say it is wrong or foolish. You had
better do =o0. But there is one thing
that is awful dangerous—that is hiss,
as it is called in English,

“What is kiss? Kiss is a salute by
touching the lips together, and use
when express a strong sympathy. Now
let me tell you the reason of it. First,
it is physically dangerous. Toothache,
consumption of the Iungs, and other
diseases transfer by certain means ‘o
other persons. The kiss is the best in-
terposition among certain means of
transferring certain diseases. Take 2
lady who has disease in her lungs, for
instance, and kiss her. her disease may
transfer to me, and I may become a
sick man. This is the first disadvant-
age. Secondly, it does not seem fair
Lo Japanese eyes. When § sece people
kiss T feel disagreeable, and therefore
all Japanese feel disagreeable I am
sure in such reasons, 1 dare say, it
is quite bad to imtroduce that custom
In cur country.”

8peaking of Japanese girls in foreign
attire reminds Mr. De Guerville of the
criticism of an American woman, wiho
sald they had “no shape,’ Upon this
he says:

“Truly the Japanese know nothing
about corsets, but it may be pertinent
to ask, what do we mean by ‘shape’?
Is it to be three and a®half inches
through the waist and three and a
half feet across the shoulders? Whaz
some call ‘shape’ others would call de-
formity.’

“A Japanese girl in a restaurant,
looking at a foreign lady, the pos-

Sets

e. At
bathers of
a monch, plac

10 prevent the

Kisses hig

sessor of @ very fine figure, who was
‘enjoving a tremendously heavy lunch,

asked, ‘Where does she keep
stomach? No one was able ¢o answer,
‘Very strange,’ added the preity
mousme. She must keep it just undcr
ter throat, where she is so bigr »

her




