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Chicago American Association Ciub. Where
would it have been at the close of the play-
ing seagon of 1892 had it continued in ex-
1stence? Not less than $50,000, and prob-
ably nearer $100,000, in debt. Yet the
League was compelled to purchase its fran-
chise, together with the franchise of other
organizations, and this crippled the finan-
cial promoters of the League at the outset,

*Next year there will be no deficiencies
of $12,000, $18,000 and $20,000 at the
wind-up, but baseball aflairs will be con-
ducted on a purely business basis, If it
does not pay there will be a shut down,
h'ut o one expects any such emergency as
that. T

“As a result of the conference of the
backers of the national game, with a view
to increasing the batting work, it is quite
likely that the ball will be livelier and the
pitcher’s box moved back several feet, This
seemed to be the conclusions of the mag-
nates, although the sul ject of changing the
playing rules was left to the discretion of
Messrs. Brush, Byrne and Reach, who will
report the result of their deliberations at
the spring meeting of the league, which
will be held at New York city,”

THE CUE.
A NEW BOY BILLIARDIST.

Reports have been coming from Portland,
Ore., for many weeks past that billiard ex-
perts there have discovered the mak ng of
a coming champion in a lad named Harri-
son, who is a native of Portland. He is
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for nursing and open play.  Champion
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rd-
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layed in his Chicago
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demonstrates any naturai talent in these
competitions he will at once place him in
training. Daly may possibly arrange to
give New Yorkers a chance to see the
youngster play, too,
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