
i

******

The Labor Unfe*Civic Consciousness
Aroused in Halifax

The American FeSefi 
is of late been busy 
1 the radical élément

Oftentimes the ealratlen of a e«a- 
îî,unity arlseâ out of lti disasters. The 
dense of common danger or common 
guttering brings the feoplé to their 
Senses and causes them to co-operate 
lh an effort to save the situation. It 
was the hope that this principle would 
operate In the cnee of Halite* that In­
duced leaders In the present reform 
movement to turn to the advantage of 
the city the civic consciousness that 
has been aroused by the revelations 
gt City Hall. Before the people should 
All hack into the old rut they took 
steps to organise a ratepayer's asso­
ciation that would be the vehiele for 
Seeping alive the eenee of personal In­
terest in the city and Its affairs which 
has developed in these recent days. 
And In this connection the bringing 
et the Mayor of Jacheonvllle, III., Jo' 
address the people on the results 6f 
no-operative effort in thnt city wun not 
only timely, but one would eay 
psychologically sound. While there le 
not an exact parallel between the 
eases of Halifax and Jacksonville, the 
fact Is that as Jacksonville was egged 
by the focussing of public Interest in 
tjie city’s affairs by utilizing the city’s 
misfortunes as the rallying point, so 
tb Is possible to develop here a similar 
public spirit by rallying the people at 
the psychological time.

The permanence of the movement 
in Halifax will of course depend upon 
the capacity of the people to remain 
Interested. This holds true In any 
community, though it is possible that 
some communities have a better pub- 
He spirit than others. Whether Hali­
fax has an abiding public spirit now 
remains to be seen. Efforts have been 
made In the past to arense it, all of 
which had some success for a time and 
in ally faded. But every time the ef­
fort was made some good resulted and 
It may bexthat this present -effort will 
he crowned with permanent success. 
Everything will depend upon the en­
thusiasm with which the new associa­
tion stays by Its job. It starts oft un­
der very favorable auspices, not only 
having public sentiipent.behind It, .but 
having the guidance of a well chosen 

president, W. McT.
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executive. The 
Orr, Is a man whose personal dualities
suggest not ^>nly an earnest effort, but 
an effort that will be effective. It con­
scientious work, good humor and/the, 
confidence of the public count - for 
anything, the association is well 
equipped in having a chairman With 
these qualities. .4.

Mr. Orr’s name reminds'66 dfJtfce 
city of Glasgow In Scotland, from 
which land Mr. Orr himself sprang. 
Everyone knows the perfections of 
Glasgow’s a<lminiatra,tjcmi It Is prob­
ably as Marly perfect as. any civic, 
administration 1n the world. But thehe 
ip no city in the world where the peo­
ple take such an lntÇdate.Interest In. 
public affairs. If you- converse with 
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htii ftt-en taugM, and If he bed ! 
way he would entirely abolish I 
subject from the school,. This I 
roiindly applauded by the teachetl

Dr. Tatt alio attacked the Itlfl 
Greek and Latin, since, in gainll 
knowledge ef these subjects, the s 
dent scarcely ever learned In ed 
or In college to read with ease, I 
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qijy Graswegian you'
Street or in the tram, you Immediate­
ly become impressed with his sense 
of proprietorship in the city. “My 
city,” he says,* not “the city." If Mr. 
Orr and .his committee and the Asso­
ciation behind him can bring out the 
sense of personal Interest on the part 
of every citizen that will make him 
think of Halifax as "my city.1* they 
will achieve that which will lift the 
place out of the rut and ensure a fu­
tur* In which every citlsen will take 
the utmost satisfaction.—Maritime 
Merchant
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