MoLaughlin Co.s Factory En-
_ tirely Destroyed.

Oshawa, Ont.; Deec. 7—-About 8o'clock
this mornipg fire broke out in the Me-

) Carriage Co.’s plant here, It

s ) $he back part, and when first
roticed “a very snall: blaze. The
walchman, d’p’ﬁ\ finding the fire, rang

ire bell, and, soon a large crowd
o . Before the ;itrm prigade
got to_action the blage had grown

very large. The water was applied,
bub) to no availy as the fire hind'got
~ 1oo much start. The crowd set fo
work to geb out all the stock ppssible
and succeeded in sayving several thou-
sand dollars’ worth. ‘The men worked
hard and with a will and, many had to
yup te get out. One man was pushed
out of an upstairs window and broke
his 16g. The fire spread over the entire
building and totally destroyed it, no-
thing being left but the standing walls.
! oil ‘house stood off from the main
building and fortunately wag saved.
The aemount of the loss is.not yet
krown, btut it is very great. The fire
is the largest that ever happened in,
Oshawa, and the town will feel the loss
to a greal extent.

Ottawa, Dec. 6.—James A. Smart,
Deputy Minister of the Interior, at the
request of Mr. Siftom, is looking into
the questivm of the culture of forests,
which will be taken up more thorough-
ly than in the past. Mr. Smart pro-
poses, in conjuction with Mr. E.
Stewart, ithe chief inspeclor of forests
and timber, io. prepare a report for
submission to the Minister of the In-
terior and the Minister of ‘Agriculture
on -the guelition of Lree planting in
Manitoba) and the Northwest. By the
expenditure of a reagonable amount
the. Northwest can, be wonderfully
benefitted by planting trees which with
proper attention wily bring about a
change in the ap ance of the whole
coungry- Fhis applids to shrubbéry.

’ Smart's suggestion would be that

mentd i ioba a
hwest IMWe¢ notWless than thres
practical men whose whole duty would
be to looki after planting trees and
hedges. These men would, during the
winter months, deliver lectures on tree
culture. /Where ten or more farmers
would be willing to use a portion of
their lands for planting trees or build-
ing hedges along roads adjoining their
farms, the Department of Agriculture
should provide the necessary trees, one
ofi the men referred to looking after
their proper planting. Tha farmers
would have to exercise the utmost
care in pretecting trees. i

Officers of the Department would
further make regular visits each year
80 as to trim +trees and otherwise in-
spect {heir growth. It would be
understood that the farmers them-
selves would provide the necessary cul-
tivated land and give some time (o
the care and protection of (rees.

Toronto, Dec. 6.—A special meeting
of the Presbyterian Mission Board
Executive will be held next Tuesday,
to consider the alarming reports re-
ceived from their missionaries in Cen-
tral India of the spread of famine and
plague.

Reports received by this week’s mail
state that the famine is caused by
total failure of the October crop of
maize, and the certainty that the Jan-
uary crop of wheat will be to a large
extent a failure,, owing to the drought.
The last famine did not reach Central
India, but this time the entire country
is affected from south to north.

The secretary of the Presbyterian
Board said to-day that the calamity
is so great that were it not for the
war, the famine would probably be
the topic of greatest world-wide inter-
‘est. Already the missionaries are hav-
§ng their means taxed to cope with
the destitution, and the need of outside
¥elp has become urgent. It is hoped
hat in the raising of relief funds the
‘money contributed will be sent through
such disinterested channels as mission
‘boards, to avoid the extensive boodl-
ing charged against native agents dur-
ing the last famine,

The reports also slate that the
plague, instead of having been stamp-
ed out is spreading.

It is probable that the Mission Ex-
ecutive will on Tuesday decide to raise
a gpecial relief fund.

Bowmanville, Dec. . . 6. Sunday
night, while J. Frank Osborne, a far-
mer, two miles east of here and his
wife, were at church, four young men,
wearing masks, entered the residence,
where a young girl named Ida Knight,
was left im care of the children, and
after frightening her up-stairs, pro-
+ ceeded to destroy the furniture, car-
pets, pictures, etc. :

Three crocks of cream were spilled
over the carpets, which were cut
with knives, valuable pictures were
broken on the floor, filth was dump-
ed in the parlor, clothing destroyed,
the tap left open in the cider barrel,
dnd other depredations done.

Worse than all this, however, was
the attempt to poison all the family
with Paris green, which was mixed
in the flour and oatmeal, spread overy
the bottom. of pies and baked apples,
mixed witl the tea, sugar, currants,
etc.

Fearing that this might prove in-
effectual, after the family had gone to
bed, entrance was made into the
kitchen, and straw, old papers, etc,
gathered in g heap, set on fire, for
thel purpose & burning the house and
its occupants. Fortunately, the ser-
vant girl smelled the smoke and gave
the alarm in time to save the build-

Suspicion, based on almost positive
evidence,rests on a young man as one
of ithe oulprits, for whose arresta war-
rant hds been issued, and who will

poon be in the toils. The ‘whole
neighborhood is in arms over the af-

fair.

Mis. Osborne is a daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. James Knight, Lake Shore,
Port Bowmanville.

&

Teeswater, Dec. 5.—Harry Pinchon,
i brakeman en the Canadian Pacific
Railway freight, fell between the cars
last night at Glenannan, 5 miles frein
here, and had his' leg badly crushed, 5
cars passing over him.

(When found the poor fellow
unden the fire box of the engine, and
it whs nebelps;uy. to back up the lo-
comotive before he could be released.

He was brought, into Teeswater
and as soon as possible an engine
was got ready and took him to To-
ronto, accompanied by Dr. Gillicas.
Heisa (young married man whose hone
is in Parkdale.

Pinchon: lives at Maple Grove
avenue, Toronto. Ie was taken to To-
ronto Tuesday morning, and was re-
moved to the General Hospital. One
legt will be amputated. Pinchon is in
a. dangerous condition.

was

»)

Montreal, Dec. 6.—Just - after the
New York Central fast express, due
here at 8.45, had passed over the Can-
adian Pacific Railway bridge, near l.a-
crine, & first class car left the rails,
owing to a defective frog. The .en-
gine and forward cars passed over
safely. The train’ was. quickly stop-
ped, and no serious damage resulted,
though all eastern and southern trains
were delayed, the Halifax express, due
at 9.45, mot reaching Windsor station
until nearly 1 o'clock.

The track where the accident oc-
curred is very high, being elevated for
the approach to the °bridge over the
" Lawrence,

. ,

Kingston, Dec. 7.~Wm. Mason, sur-
gar and Jecturer of the scheol of

)

He ‘had
been: for four monthsyfrom acute
tuberculosis.

Deceased, was & Sbotchman, 56 years
of age. He ‘was an engineer, and had
been with the British army in India
and, Halifax. Seven years ago  he
was induced to join the Mining School
statf. He was an able professor. He
was a member of 8t. Andrew’s church,
and is survived by a widow and two
adopted echildren.

REV. DR. BARBOUR DEAD.

Monitreal, Dec. 7.~Rev. William
N. Barbour, D. D, for many years
principal of the British North Ameri-
can ional College at Mont-
real, and who retired a year or two ago,
wals found dead in his bed at his
home in Maiden, a few miles from
Boston, on Tuesday.

.Bowmanville, Dec. 7. — The ex-
citement over the outrage committed
on the farm of John Osborne last
Sunday night reached a climax yes-
terday, when, while Mr. and Mrs. Os-
borne were at_ the barn, some one
poured, coal oil in the kitchen and ap-
pliqd a match. M. and Mrs. Oshorne
arrived just in time to put out the
flames, 4

Fred Knight! brother of the servant
girl, is under arrest, but denies the
charges. The authorities believe the
guilty one does not live far from the
house, and another arrest may be
made.

Tacoma, Wash., Dec. 7.—Practically
the whole of the Stuck River valley is
one vast sheet of water. The river itself
is a raging flood, destroying acres .of
most productive lands in the State and
threatening some substantial dwell-
ings. It is higher than ever before
known since the valley was settled by
white men. Several families in the vie-
inity of Sumner have been compelled to
move to escape the torrent. The rise
in the river since the recent heavy
rains has been the most rapid ever
known. Seventeen inches in one hour
is recorded at Summer, and now the
wadter is six and seven feet above the
ordinary high water level. At pre-
sent the damage throughout the val-
ley as a result of the freshet cannot
be estimated. £

€his gty will
opera, house befére the

[
spring breezes blow now appears to be
f certminty. The question has becn
har.ging in the balance for many moons,
but wher the workmen, commenc: to
make preparations for the foundationjs
citizenls begin to think that there is
more than talk behind the project.
At noon to-day a staff of workmen
urider the directions of Mr. A. Branden
berger, commenced work om the va-
cant lol ketwpem the Sanigan block
and Mrs. Patterson's frame store on
Downie street, and it is the intention
to bave a much larger staff at work
to-morrow morning.
Mr. Brandenberger has purchased a
portion of lapd behind the Sanaghn
block. the buildings on which are be-
ing tforn dowpn, in order that moreq
100m may be had for the proposed
opera hcuse. The building will be
110 felet by 07 feet, and the stage will
110 feet by 57 feet, and the stage will
be akbout 50 feet. wide, and there will
be accommodation for 1,200 persons.
The front of the building will contain
two stores, facing on Downie street.
There will be used in the cobstruc-
tion of the building! some . 300,000
rbick, all of whichy has already been
purchased. The foundation will be
laid as soon as possibie, and Mr. Bran-
denberger hopes to have the brick-
work completed within three weeks
thereafter. The . entire building wiil
be ready for occupation before the
sesffon is over. As the plan for the
edifice is not yet complete, it is im-
possikle to give a definite idea of the
interior of the building.

Ottawa, Dec. 6.—All the departments
have been officially advised to have
their estimates ready as soon as Wps‘i—
ible.

This confirms the stalement that
therer is to be an early session' of
PParliament. {

QUEBEC LEGISLIATURE.

Quebec, Dec. 6.—It is stated that the
Quebee Legislature will he summoned
for the . transaction of business on
January 11th.

FAMOUS SMOKING CQNTESTS.

Smoking 18 the temperate, as well
as the comtemplative man'’s recreation,
and greal smokers are loath to exhibit
their tobacco consuming abitities by
engaging n smoking contests. Still
however, says Tit Bits, there have
heen some curious tobacco burning
races. i

In 1723 there was a great smoking
match at Oxford, a scaffold being erect-
ed m front of an inn for the accom-
modation of the competitors. The
conditions were that any one, man or
woman, who could smoke three ounces
of tobacco first without drinking or
leaving the stage should have a prize
of twelve shillings.

“Many tryed,” says Hearne, “ and
‘twas thought that a journeyman tay-
lour of St. Peter's-in-the-East would
have been the vigtor, he smooking faster
{han and being many pipes before the
rest, but at last he was so sick that
was thought he would have dyed, and
an” old man that had been a builder,
it bhe smoked four or five pipes the
queror, smoking the three ounces
quite out, and he told me that after
it he smoking four or five pipes the
same evening.

‘About forly years ago a gentleman
agreed to smoke a pound weight of
strong foreign cigars in twelve hours.
The hupndred cigars making up the
pound were all to be smoked down to
ome inck butta.

The maich was decided on a Thames
steamer plying between London and
Chelsesa, and by taking up his position
well forward, the smoker had the full
bepefit "of the wind. The contest be-
gan at 10 am., and in the first hour
the smoker consumed sixteen cigars.
After nine hours’ smoking eight-six
had beer. disposed of, and with three
hours to go, and only fourteen cigars
te smoke, the backer of time gave in.
The winner declared that he felt no
discomforl during the contest, and fin-
ished offf the hundred cigars that even-
ng. ]

More recently a solid siiver cigar case
and two hundred cigars were offered
to the smoker who consumed most
cigars in two hours. Food, drink, and
medicine during the contest were for-
bidden. There were seventeen en-
tries. ‘After the first hour ten com-
petilors  retired. the . winner, who
smoked ~without pause from start to
finish, reduced ten large cigars to ashes
in the two hours, while his nearest com-
petitor only [inished seven.

The people of Lille are inveterate
smokers, and to decide the champion-
ship of the town a smoking coniest was
held. Each competitor was provided
with a pipe, fifty grammes (about an
ounce and three-quarters) of tobacco,
and a pot of beer. The one who smok-
ed the tohacco first was to be the win-
ner.

‘At the signal, the air was filled with
clouds of smoke. In thirteen minutes
a workingman, forty-five years of age,
had reduced his weed to ashes, while
seven minutes later the secondsman
had finished his little smoke. '

After such Herculean smoking match-
es it 1s scarcely necessary to mention
the American contest, in which the
winner smoked one hundred cigarettes
in 8ir. hours thirty-five minutes.

- — -

For Over Pifty Years.

AN OLD AND WELL-TRIED REMEDY.—Mrs. Wins
-low's Soothicg Syrup has been used for ovér fifty years
by millions of mothers for their children while teething
wilh perfect sucoess. It soothes the child, softens the
gums, allays all psin, cures wind colic, snd is the best
remedy for diarrhoea. Is pleasant to the taste. Bold
by druggists in every part of tke world. Twenty-five
ocenta & bof Ice value is incsiculable, Be sure you
ask for Mrs. Winslow's Soothing Syrup and také mo
other kind. 5 mw

oﬁlcetjs Elsoted at the Meet-
Ing on Wednesday. :

B —"

LIST OF DELEGATES PRESENT

ROKNO . OO

| AN UNFORTUNATE A(

From Our Own Correspondent.

Rockwood, Deec. 7.—The County 8.5,
convention closed its iabors here last
night, and proved a mosl \gratifying
success, toth in point of attendance:
and in the amount of good wook ac-
complished. The convention got down
1o work on Tuesday afternoomngwhich
was taken up chiefly with routine busi-
ness. A couple of papers were read,
one by Rewv. T. W. Jackson, of Elora,
entitled a "Bird's eye view of the 8.,
lessons for 1900, and” “Christ ag a
Teacher,” by Rev. E. L. Flagg, of Bel-
| wood. The .nominating committee
brought’ in their report recommend-
ing the selection of the following gen-
tlemen as officers for 1900:—

President,—Mr. Hugh Black.

1st vice.,—~Rev. W. H. Harvey.

2nd vice.~Rev. J. McVicar.

3rd vice.—~Mr. M. G. Diepple.

Bus. Sec.~-Rev. P. J. McLaren.

Rec. Sec.—Rev. '‘A. J. Mann.

Treas.—Rev. C. E. Bolton.

The following were among the dele-
gates present:—

'Palmerslon,—llev. James Hamilton,
Guelph,—Mrs. O. forby, Mys, Geo. Met-
calfe, Mrs. J. McConnell, Fergus,—Rev.
W. H. Harvey, Miss Meggie McPherson,
Rev. J. B. Mullan, Mrs. M. Beatlie, Mrs.
G. Beattie, Miss Sherwood. Elora,—
Rev. T. W. Jackson, Rev. II. W. Horne.
Crief,-—Miss JMary- Watson, Mr. Me-
‘Annich. Bethel,—R. Foys, Reginald
Main, Aberfoyle,—Donald McKenzie,
Myps. McKenzie,. D. Couch. Dracon,—
Miss M. Hanna, Jas. Fuller. Pomson-
by,—Miss M. E. Maitland, Miss Alexina
Murdoch. Metz,—John R. Carey, Mn

Bagas. ‘*‘j;i:‘ﬂ’é;—.—;@w G. N, Stevan-
son, &~ ompson. Garafraxa, James
Bain, Mrs. Bain. ' Belwood,~W. “H. 1
Blyth, J. J. Ward, D: F. McKenzie, Mrs.
E. M. Campbell, Miss Josephine Doupe,
Miss Georgie Blyth, Miss Pearl Hanna,
T. Townsend, Rev. E. L. Flogg. Mi-
mosa,—John Scott, Mys. M. McGregor.
Ospringe,—Geo. Pearn, Miss ¥lora, Cur-
rie, 8. McLachlan. Oustie, Everett
Maltby. Everton,—W. Tovell, Mr.
enell. Craigholm,—Miss Ruth Ran-
ton, Rev. C. E. Bolton. Living Springs,
—Miss Ida Atkinson, Miss Maggie Ste-
wart. Pentland,—Miss Howlett, Mrs.
E. Stickney.  sEramosa,—Rev. (A. J.
Mann, Mrs. Mann, W. II. Scott. Iden
Mills,—Miss Clara Moore; '‘Albert Me-
IFarlane, Miss Mabel Meclfarlane, Mrs.
Coulson, Miss Tena Moore. Mount
Pleasant,—-W. H. Cook, Miss L. Kirby.
-Crewson’s Corners,—Charles Gamble.
R. H. Wanstorough. Rockwood,— Miss
Mahbel Manning, '‘Andrew Clancy, James
Gordon, John Graham.

The: repoft of the secretary was very
discouraging in*some respects, showing
a large falling off in finances and
mernbership. Some of the delegates at-
tributed the shortage to laxity on the
part of the members of the church,
but Rev. Mr. Mullan pointed out that
this unsalisfactory slale of affairs was
due to the greal number of people who
were leaving this country for Mani-
toba and elsewhere. He said he had
taken a census of the school - of his
fhurch, which had a very large coa-
gregation, and there were less than 90
children. Families with children were
going, and those who took their places
had .no children. “Of course,” added
Mr. Mullan, ‘“the children will come,
but we will have| to wait for them.”
Rev. J. A. Cranston delivered a nice-
ly worded address of welcome to the
delegates, welcoming them io the vil-
lage, to. the church, and to the homes
of the people. X

Rev. Mr. Horne, of FElora, delivered
an excellent address| on “Sunday Ob-
servance,” and trea(pd his subject al-
most entirely from 4 legal stapdpoint,.
“Glimpses of the ‘Atlantaj Conven-
tion,”” by Rev. W. Il Harvey, brought
the first day’s proceedings {o a close.
On Wednesday morning, Mr. Beattie,
of Fergus, read a paper on ‘“Realizing
God.”

Rev. P. J. McLaren introduced a re-
solution to pay the expemses of speak-
ers aitending the convention, which
raised quite a storm, and ultimately the
debate became so warm that President
Black: was obliged to exercise his an-
thority. The resolution was carried.
Following up his address of the previ-
ous evening, khe Rev. H. W. Horne in-
troduced the following resolution, which
was carried: ' “That the attention - of
the: Christian and Sabbath school work-
ers of this country be called to the
importance of the Sabbalh question,
and that they be aroused,lo energetic
effort in the way of moral suasicgyr and
financial aid, and in the direction of
securing improved legislation to re-
sist the very determined attempts
whichi are now being made) to make in-
roads on the Sabbath day, and to de-
stroy its sacredness.”

On motion of Rev. I. W. Jackson, thie
sum of $70 was voted to the Provincial
S.S. Association.

Several other papers were then read,
“The Right IUse of Helps,” by Mr. W.
R: Scott, and “Primary Work," by Mrs.
McConnell, of Guelph, being among the
best. i

‘A mass meeting of Sunday school
scholars in the afternoon was address-
ed by Mr. J. A. McCrea and Rev. Mr.

{ Wilbert Barber Sustatns

| 'An unfertunate agcident oo

The Herald News Departr

after the daily edition went
Thursday afterncon. While enga
| cleaning some shafting, \Vilh.rt 3
ber, son of Mr. I Barber, Edi 1
road, allowed the ot n he w

to become entwined around the
shaft. Jumping on a table
managed to loosen the rag, and
almost( got it off, when”it be,
svind again. Apparently he allowed
attention to wanden from fhis 3
hel was doing, for the cotton im win
ing, caught his fingers and then ¥
hand, ‘pulling him up akove the

ing by the wrist. Hearing the outc)
the foreman of the department the
off the power, in an instant. 'T'hs
was taken down, a physician g
moned, and he was at onee,

to the hospital. It was found

right arm was badly wroden. 1
The accideqt is scarcely undersis
by those who witnessed it. There w¥

nothingl/ dapgerous near, beyond
slowly. revolving shafting, - which'
used for operating the typesetting m
chines. The cotton in which his ha
was caught was so loose, that his B
was releaged without any trouble, i
the accident. -
Wilbert was highly thought of
all in the office, who sincerely regr
his misfortune, and hope-that jt-sul
not long before he will be abl§ to
pll.:une his dutieg in the y ’
0, Prpe=

— - WHAT MACHINERY DOE&

One thousand bricks made by
chine take 13.5 minutes instead o
m and 40 minutes when made.4%

To make 100 gross of your suspender
buttons takes 11 hours and 9 minutes,
It used to take 85 hours and 10min-
utes. .

One thousand yards of brussels ear-
pet for your parlor now takes 200
hours toweave. It formerly took 1,680
hours, , )

A thousand pounds of crackers take
18 hours and 87 minutes to make and
bake by machine as against 105 hours

. 'by hand.

One thousand collar and cuff boxes
that took 205 hours to make by L
are made in 63 hours and 45
by machine.

With machinery it takes 8 .
and 56 minutes to make and bake 1,000
one pound loaves of bread. By hand
it takes 28 hours.

To make and finish complete 100 pdirs |
of men's fine calf welt shoes by ma-
chine takes 296 hours and 38 minutes.
by hand, 2,225 hounrs. i

Steam. sheas cut into lengths the
steel for 56 buggy axles in 80 minutes.
The blacksmith, without machinery,
did well to do this job in 18hours and
40 minutes. ;

Yot_u- coffin, if y are content with
a plain one, can made complete in
2 hours and 56 minutes by machine,
as compared with 9 hourst and 25
nh:m(;tes, the time it would take by

nd. i
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A Brave Little Girl!

Just one more kiss for
magma, .
Just one more kiss for
And then you may go, ns
And—yes—you may put
For I'll promise you trul

afraid
As 1 was last night; you'll see;
'‘Cause I'm going to be papa’s brave
little maid,
As he told me I ought to be.

good-night
dear pap

ut the light,
I won’t bed

But the shadows won't seem so dark,
A mamma,

If you'll kiss me a little bit more;
And, you know, I can listen and hear

where you are,

If you only won’t shut the door.
For if I can hear you talkind, I think
E( will make me so sleepy, maybe,

t

I'll go to sleep just as quick as
a wink, .
And forget—to—to cry like a baby.

You needn’t be laughing, my mamma

dear,
While you're -hugging me up so
-tight;
You think I am crying to keep you
. here,
You, and—I guess—the light.
Please kiss me good-night once more,
mamma;
I could scarcely my promise keep,
If you'd only stay with me just as
you are,
And kiss me till—I go to sleep.

Harper’s Round Table.

HAGYARD’'S YELLOW OIL cures ali
pain in man or beast; for sprains,cuts,
bruises, callous lumps, swellings, in-
flammation, rheumatism and neuralgia
it is a specifio. '

THAT aching, head can te instantly
relieved by taking one of MILBURN’S

Mullan.
“The Big Boy Problem,” by Rev. C.

STERLING HEADACHE POWDERS. 1
powder bc., 3 for 10c., 10 for 25c.

ONE DOLLAR

And
Twenty-five

THZ 6

B PR

The Largest and Best Newsp

1st dAI\.lm

AND

“THe BATTLN oF ALMA

of Wellington or a

iI2 Pages, 96 Columns eve

. TO, .,

ARY., [STel

Cenis
"\ |

UELPH

WEEKLY

ALD

apsr published in the Courty
djoning Counties.

ry week.

THE

MONTREAL

Weekly Star |

« For One Year.

Two Mammoth Papers for the Price of One, and the Great
Premium Pictures of the Star thrown in,

-

” aNp “Prssy WiLLows”

All For $1.25

SUBSCRIBE AT ONCE.

good-night, N




