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SATURDAY, MAY 17th, 1884.

OUR CENTENNIAL.
We think everybody will agree with 

us that the Centennial should be cele
brated. In addition to the other sugges
tions made as to the different festivities 
to be indulged in we claim consideration 
for a river parade., This ought to be at 
night, with steamers, sailing crafts, row 
boats and canoes illuminated. The In
diana could take a prominent part with 
birch bark flambeaus. What a magnifi
cent sight it would be to seé a hundred 
or more crafts of all descriptions in line 
brightly illuminated and passing slowly 
down the river to the booms and back 
again. The night attack made nearly 
two hundred years ago on Fort Nashwaak 
might be reproduced with fireworks. 
Such a spectacle as this would crowd our 
city with visitors. Let us give a long 
pull and a strong pull and a 1 pull 
together, and a8 1785 will long be remem 
Lered as the day the founders of our city 
set up their household goods on S’Ann’s 
point, so let us make 1885 memorable by 
a grand display of the. progress made 
during the century. '

THE RAILWAY WORKS.
While we approve of the action of the 

City Council in appointing a committee 
to ,examine into the chances of having 
the New Brunswick Railway Workshops 
located in this dity, We do not advise 
ha|ty action; and, above all, we do not 
advise the giving of a bonus to the Com
pany. If exemption from taxation and 
water rates would secure the works for 
Fredericton we would be disposed to go 
that far ; but we question if it would be 
good judgment to go any further. Of 
course, when the : matter comes to he 
thoroughly investigated, it may he found 
desirable to do something more than 
this ; but at present we would be in
clined to draw the line at that point. 
Two reasons lead ya to take that view. 
One of them is that- if the Company be 
lieves it not to be in its interest to lo
cate its works here, any sum which the 
citizens would be willing to give as a 
bonus would not have any influence 
upon, the decision, and on the other 
hand if this city is the best location for 
the company they will come here under 
any circumstances. At present we fancy 
that the question of the location ,of the 
workshops is not very pressing. Th» 
future of the New Brunswick Railway is 
unsettled, and depends a great deal upon 
other projects which are in contempla
tion. If the road is to become a part, as 
some believe, of the Canada Pacific, its 
future will be very different from what 
it will be if it remains an independent 
road. In that case, Fredericton would be 
the converging point for the whole system 
in this Province, for we take it that if 
the New Brunswick road passes to the 
C. Pi R, so also will the Central, when 
built. In this evônt, the*position of our 
city wotild give it a great advantage in 
the competition for these works. But if 
the road remains as it now is, it is hot so 
•lear that any inducements we could 
offer would have any effect. It is neces
sary to move cautiously, and at the same 
time to be on the alert to lose no advan
tage. The location of the railway works 
in this city would be a capital thing if we 
had not to pay too much for it.

AMERICA’S WHEAT SUPPLY.
In 1882 there was under crop in thé 

United States 161,753,278 acres, of which 
37,067,194 were sown with wheat In 
Canada there were 15,112,284 acres urn 
der cultivation, of which. 2,566,554 were 
in wheat It is estimated that, allowing 
for waste land, grazing land, land in 
other crops, and land lying in latitudes 
unsuitable for wheat culture, there are 
in the United States 156,500,000 acres 
well adapted for wheat. This, at the 
general average of the crop of 1882—12 
bushels per acre—would yield 1,878,000,- 
000 bushels. A writer in Harper's Ma
gazine says that if one-half the land 
drained by the Red River of Manitoba 
tfere town in wheat it would produce 
600,000,000 bushels ; but It iâ estimated

that in Canada 833,000,000 acres are fit to 
be devoted to wheat typing. Making 
the same allowances as Hpde above in 
the case of the United States, and we 
have 138,s00,000 acres in\ Canada «rail-' 
able for wheat, whicti at 13 bushels per 
acre—a low average—would yield 1,804,- 
400,000 Uushelg. This gives the aggre
gate yield of the two countries as 3,682,- 
400,000 bushels a year. The amount is 
incomprehensible^" but it is more than 
three bushels for every man, woman and 
child living on the face of the earth 
to day. The present wheat crop of the 
United States and Canadaeverages about 
530,000,000 bushels, or about one-seventh 
of its possible develdpment. The afore
going statistics show that the capacity of 
the two countries in this respect are 
equal.

GENERAL LUARB’S SUCCESSOR.
There is said to be a hitch in the ap 

pointment of a successor to General 
Luard as commander of the Canadian 
ftfilitia. The General is known to be a 
great favorite with the Duke of Cam- 
bridge, Commander in Chief of the British 
Army, who signalised his approval of the 
General’s course in Canada by appoint- 
ing him àt once Upon his return to Eng 
land to the command at Aldershott. 
More than this, the Duke is said to be 
very tntich displeased with the attitude 
assumed by certain Canadian militia 
officers and the greater number of Can
adian newspapers towards General Luard, 
and he is stated to have intimated that 
he might decline to appoint any succès 
sot to the retiring commander. Of course 
among those who believe that we must 
import commanding officers from Eng
land the duke’s ire is something dread
ful, and the bare possibility that a Cana
dian, somebody we know, somebody 
whose father we knew, and, Worse than 
all, somebody whose grandfather used to 
take ofl his coat and work on the farm, 
or in the mill or workshop, may be placed 
at the head of the militia force, almost 
sends them into convulsions. As we re 
gard the matter ‘ it all turns upon the 
question of efficiency. If we have devel
oped in Canada an officer with sufficient 
experience to take the command of 
the militia, and not only prevent its 
deterioration, but make it more efficient, 
he ought to bavé the post of Commander. 
If we have not such an officer .then we 
should import one. Without pretending 
to be very well qualified to form an 
opinion, we believe that there are men 
in the Canadian militia whose military 
experience, powers of organization, and 
what is not by any means the least 
essential qualification, knowledge of the 
country and people, qualify them for the 
position which General Luard has 
vacated.

As for the General himself, he was a 
good disciplinarian, but he was not the 
men for the position he occupied. He 
cotild not; apparently at least, realize the 
fact that the gulf between himself ancl 
the private militiamen was only of titles 
and pay. He gave praise where praise 
was due, but he also proffered insults 
where respect was called for. The Cana
dian militia may not have suffered any
thing in discipline under his command, 
but it did lose in esprit de corps. Who
ever may be named to succeed him, 
whether an officer of the Imperial Army 
or one of our own experienced militiamen, 
will lose nothing by cultivating the 
esteem of the men who enrolled them
selves under his command, not because 
of what he is, but because of what they 
themselves are. There is a wide distinc
tion here, but General Luard could not 
see it.

HEREDITARY LEGISLATORS.
The House ot Lords is an institution 

with an illustrious history ; but it is fast 
losing its hold upon the respect and con
fidence of the people of England. The 
idea that a right to make laws for their 
fellows is inherent in certain families is 
entirely opposed to all modem ideas. 
Because one man led a successful cam
paign, or was a prominent lawyer, or 
wrote manÿ good and some bad verses, 
his son and liis grandson, and so on until 
his family died out, should have the 
right to be law-makers is simply ridicul
ous, and were it not that the custom has 
antiquity to recommend it, no country 
could tolerate it for an hour. Certainly, 
if Englishmen were beginning to make 
the British constitution over anew, they 
would provide for no hereditary legisla 
tors. Late events in England, such as 
the base conduct of Lord St. Leonard,
and the escapades of sundry other noble- 
JU?n, of whloh accounts have from time

to time appeared in the papers, are cal
culated to lower the peerage in the opin 
ion of all the people. There are many 
excellent men in the House of Lords, 
met whose ability and worth would 
secure th^m high positions without the 
adventitious aid of noble birth, but a 
large proportion of the younger mem
bers of the peerage are idle and disso
lute, degrading the distinguished names 
they bear, and bringing contempt upon 
the institution into which they were 
bom.

SOME INTERESTING STATISTICS.
The best uuthoritieaare agreed that the 

population of the world is 1,433,008)000. 
These figures are some 22,000,000 less 
than the most reliable estimate made 
two years ago, btit it te conceded that in 
previous calculations China was given too 
large a population by 55,000,000. So£hat 
there is thought to have been an increase 
in the total pqpulatibn of the wt*|d of 
83,000,000. This increase must be under
stood as approximate only, and as not 
having all occurred in two years, the 
average rate of increase being about 
4,000,000 a year. But there is no doubt 
that the population is increasing. Europe 
now has a population of 327,743,400, an 
increase of 12,000,000 in-ten years. Asia 
is now estimated to have a population of 
795,591,000, Africa 205,823,200, America 
100,415,400, Australia and Polynesia 4, 
232,000, and the Polar Regions 82,500.

Of this population 440,000,000 profess 
Christianity ; 8,000,000 are Jews ; 175,- 
000,000 are Moslems; 160,000,000 are 
Brahmans ; 400,000,000 are Buddhists, 
and 250,000,000 are Pagans.

We learn that of Protestant mission
aries 2,400 are engaged in the conversion 
of the 1,000,000,000, or thereabouts, of 
people who do not acknowledge Christi
anity, or one to every-410,000. It is evi
dently as true to-day as it was eighteen 
hundred years ago that the harvest is 
great but the laborers are few. Of course 
the native assistants of missionaries are 
wot included in the 2,400. The annual 
expenditure of the missionary boards of 
Europe and America is $8,447,991.

It is estimated that the Roman Catho
lics in the world number about 215,000,- 
000, and the Protestants about 115,000,000 
but the twenty nine nations, which are 
known as Roman Catholic States, have a 
population of only 180,787,000, while in 
the Protestant States, including the 
whole British Empire, there are 408,500,- 
000 people. Nearly 100,000,000 people 
profess allegiance to the Greek Church.

Among the Protestant Denominations 
the Methodists take the lead in themum- 
ber of Ministers, the returns of the dlergy 
in the four leading denominations being 
as follows :—Methodists 33,552, Anglican 
Communion 31,256, Baptists 21,481, 
Presbyterians 19,633. The church which 
is making proportionately the most rapid 
progress is the Swedenburgian, which has 
more than doubled its membership in ten 
years in the United States alone, while 
new societies have been established in 
all parts of the world. Next to the 
United States the Swedenburgians have 
the strongest held in Great Britain. The 
Unitarian Societies are increasing rapidly. 
In 1840 they numbered 540 societies, in 
1860 the number had read 567, and in 
1880, 708 ; but the greatest increase in 
church membership is reputed by the 
Methodist, who in 1860 claimed 2,818,414 
communicants, the number enrolled in 
1880 being 5,069,109. Perhaps of all in
stitutions none are doing much more 
good than the Sunday Schools, if any are 
doing as much good. It will be interest
ing therefore, to learn that 1,504|613 
teachers are engaged in teaching 12,690,- 
267 children every Sunday. Surely this 
is a great power for good.

NOTES AND COMMENTS.
To-day’s Telegraph says : “ We are in

formed, upon authority which admits of 
very little doiibt, that the office of Minis
ter of Railways, to be vacated by the re
tirement of Sir Charles Tupper, will be 
filled by the appointment of Hon. Mr. 
Pope to the position."

Having met with success in the mili
tary operations in China, France is en
couraged to make trouble with Morocco. 
The Governor of a province caused the 
son of a Sbereef, enjoying French pro 
tection, to be poisoned. The French 
consul demands the dismissal of the 
Governor, but the demand has not been 
complied with, and the relation between 
the countries are consequently greatly 
strained. France would no doubt be 
glad of an excuse to begin a war of con
quest in Northern Africa.

SHORT LOCALS.

A deed Budget of News from ell Paris 
of the Province.

The Sussex Odd Fellows will pay their St. 
John brethren a fraternal visit next week.

The Woodstock sports are talking up a 
walking match for 24th May.

The liquor dealers of St. Stephen have der 
tided to close their places of business for the 
present, so it is said.

The meeting of the N. B. Grand Lodge I. 
O. G. T. will be held at Sussex Vale on the 
fifteenth day of July next.

There was not a single gallon of molasses 
imported into St. John during the months of 
January, February, March and April.

The Town Council of St. Stephen have 
ordered the sum of $17,898 to be assessed 
for general purposes for the current year.

M. Wheel house, of Campbellton, has ob
tained at the United States Patent Office, 
a patent for a railway switch signal.

Mr. B. Young, of Calais, lost by the late 
freshet, property at River Herbert, N. S., 
valued at seventeen thousand dollars.

Mrs. J. G. Vanwart, of Woodstock, and 
family have gone to join Mr. Vanwart in 
Calgary, where they will permanently reside.

The St. John Commissioners hare appoint
ed the Slat May as a day when they will 
grant Liquor Licenses under the Amended 
Law.

Works, for the manufacture of paper pulp 
out of refuse mill wood, are talked of for 
Chatham. The World says a company may 
be formed.

Wm. B. Turner’s house, at Blissville, Sun- 
bury County, was burned on the night of the 
14th instant. The house was unoccupied and 
uninsured.

A man named Coffey had an arm and sev
eral ribs broken, by being caught in the 
machinery of the St. George Granite works, 
last week.

On last Thursday the tug Neptune went to 
Musquash to tow the Schooner "Marysville" 
to St. John. The schooner was then ashore 
and filled with water.

Hale* Murcliie’s and Mooer’s drives on 
the Meduxnakik reached Woodstock on last 
Sunday. Leighton’s drive has probably 
reached that point by this time.

Sir Charles Tupper is to be banqueted at 
Amherst on the 22nd inst, the twenty-ninth 
anniversary of his election for Cumberland. 
He will sail for England on the 24th.

Howard D. Wallace,of St. George, is about 
taking ont a patent for a granite working 
machine, which it is said will greatly reduce 
the cost of polishing the stone.

The crop of liquor prosecutions is nearly 
as plentiful in Chatham as it is in this City. 
Four cases come before the Police Magis
trate of the former city to-day.

The Young Men’s Liberal Club of Halifax 
have resolved to place a Liberal candidate 
n the field in case the constituency is opened 
by the appointment of Mr. Daly to the 
Cabinet.

John Ne vers, son of Allen Ne vers of Lin
coln, Sunbury Connty, died a few days ago 
of consumption. This is the third child Mr. 
Severs has lost within two years of con
sumption.

Mr. 0. -A. Barbarie, station master at 
Campbellton, and family are all ill with 
diphtheria. One child died on Sunday last. 
Mr. Barbarie’s daughter ( Mrs. Loasby) aud 
child died only a few weeks ago.

Captain Herbert is preparing the Argyll 
Hotel, at St. Andrews, for the season of 1884. 
The doors will be thrown open for the recep
tion of guests the last week of the present 
month,

Harding A Hatbeway, of St. Ji hn.were ad
vised on the 12th inst. by cable from Liver
pool of an advance of one shilling per cwt 
on sugar, and on the 14th inst. of a still 
further advance of an equal amount.

It is the intention of the board of license 
commissioners for Albert County to enforce 
tbe provisions of the license act vigorously. 
The Chief Inspector announces his intention 
of instituting prosecutions in all cases where 
an infraction of the law is brought under his 
notice.

While sawing in his mill at Springfield, a 
few days ago, Mr. Wm. Charlton had his 
right foot caught in the saw, severing three 
of his toes and otherwise mangling the foot. 
Dr. Wilson was gent for'and dressed the in
jured member, which is now doing as well 
as could be expected.

It was perhaps but natural that a surplus 
of water in Fredeticton should find its way 
into the Baptist chuK-h. Last week a band 
engine manned with soldiers had to be em
ployed to pump the basement of the church 
clear of the liquid element, So as to allow 
fires to be lighted.—Miramichi Advance.

It was rumored On th< streets Tuesday that 
the New Brunswick Railway Co., had pur
chased the Grand Southern. A later re
port was to the effect that a transfer of the 
Grand Southern to the Maine Central had 
been agreed on. No confirmation of either 
of these reports could be obtained.— 
Courier 15/A.

John H. Wilson, of Elgin, Albert County, 
was drowned at Gordon Falls on Pallett 
River, on Thursday of last week. Deceased 
was endeavoring to break a jam of logs at 
the falls, when a sudden rush of water broke 
the jam and he was carried under. His body 
was recovered the next day. Deceased was 
40 years of age and leaves a widow and 
eight children.

LANTERNS.
6TX0ZEN Tubular Lanterns,

U 6 “ Lantern Globes,
60 Boxes Glass, assorted sites,

8 Hay Cutters,
60 Kegs Cut Nails,
4 Barrels Paint oil,
1 Barrel Cod Oil,
1 Case Poeket Knives,

24 Sheet Iron Drums,
2 Tons Stove Pine,

40 Boxes Horse Nails,
3 Barrels Bam Door Hinges,
* " el T. Hinges,1 Barrel _______
6 Boxes Iron Washers,
3 Rolls Kubii.r Peeking,
2 CçlLi J **
2 Grossi 
2 Pieces 1 
1 Case Axet._„

800 Feet LestherBelting,
10 Barrels Coal Tar,
30 Cylinder Stoves, Connell's latest patter n

b. chestnut & stare.

BROS.
Black CASHMERES,

; : '*J*. ~i ' 'l /• . -" ' '

lÆemioes, Silks, and Grapes.
We are now opening a Choice Assortaient of the above Goods

y±

The New Corded Black Silks are 
certainly the best we have ever 
opened.

DEVER BROS.
Fredericton, May 17.1884.
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GENTLEMEN:

Get your Clothing made at
W. E. SEERY’S. For nice Stylish Suits

1 z "7 v 23iTf VV '
he cannot be surpassed ; in, the city.
Prompt attention to cutting,
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Fredericton, May 10th, 1884. ;iv.
wilmots Alley.
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THIS SPAOE RESERVED FDR

MANUFACTURERS OF

MOWING MACHINES
FREDERICTON, Iff. B.
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THE HEW BOOK STORE,

To be found in the City, and at Lower Fricesithan Ever,

Also: Room Paper & Paper Blinds
ALL NEW PATTERNS.

UXittAiVa run oaud ai iiil tLni LVWMT LASH tKIllS.

W. T. H.
V

JgSUr *«• ***■“■• or All HI.*, w PrM
■ May 6th, li
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