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Jacou l"letcber and his good wife
Mary had lived togeﬁher the lives of
farmers for twenty years or more
and had pever had  an hour's misun-
derstanding. = They had no children,
but their company was all sufficient
for each other, and at the age of
forty-five they were in the best of
health and without regrets. Then
the serpent crept in. He was the
agent of a life insurance company,
and he sat down in the kitchen where

" Mrs. Fletcher was making pumpkin

pies and talked her to a standstill.
What he wanted was to secure mutu-
al insurahce, a policy by which the
surviving husband or wife would
profit in the sum of §5,000. The
farmer’s wife had heard of such
things, but was opposed to them,

and the. agent had to talk for two |
long hours before he could secure her |

promise to ‘‘talk to pa about it.’
That night she did talk, though with
out any heart in it and was much re-
lieved when the husband turrned to
her and said :

“Mary, it ‘woiild be like fiyin’ in
the Tace of the Lord, and T wouldn't
think of such a thing.”

He had to think, however. The
agent came back again and again,
and at length his persisteéncy receiv-
ed tts- reward. — After -much. doubt
and  hesitation a policy was duly
taken outsand filed away in the bot-
tom drawer of thé bureau, and the
serpent had inflicted its sting. That
afternoon as the husband followed

the-plow in the field he found him-|

self wondering whether he or his wife
would die first and whether it would
be. good policy for him to build a
new barn out of that insurance
money in case he was the survivor.
And the wife, as she sat peeling po-
and -opening— the
oven door now and then to look at
the baking bread, found herself won-
dering what she should do with the
farm and all that money in case
Jacob met his death. Two or three
days later a windmill agent called,
and as he incidentally heard of the
mutual ifpurance he laughed and
said :

“‘May be all right in your case, but |
I should look at it as a temptation |
to my wife to get rid of me. Hus-
bands have
than $5,000.}

He was speaking in levity, but he |

sowed a seed. On that same day the |
wife of a neighbor dropped in for a
gossip, and of course she was told |
about the insurance policy. It struck |
her at first as a good thing, but two
minutes later she held up her hands
and exclaimed :

*‘Mary Fletcher, do you kmow what
you have done? You have prepared

your own grave !’

“La, butj{:)w yop talk !"

“‘Yes, yod have. There isn't a hus-
band on the face of the earth who
wouldn't throw his wife down the
cellar stairs and break her neck for
$5,000. You won't be alive to see
Thanksgiving !’

Here was another
night for the first time since their
marriage the farmer couple felt sus-
picion and distrust. As they sat
together the husband looked the wife
over and decided that in case of his
death she would surely marry again.
She'd have that' insurance money,
and she'd spend it witn liberal hand,
and along would come some piano
_sewing machine agent and
wmm Wp 88 & prize. She might
possibly erect a fifteen dollar head-
stone over his grave, but she would
not go a dollar higher, and the
clothes he left behind would be given
to some neighbor's hired man in-
stead of being preserved and wept

" over.

. Thoughts as hard and bitter passed
through the mind of the wife. Jacob
had always been Kkind and loving,
but there had never been $5,000 at
stake be(ore With her out of the
way and that' monmey in hand he
would repaint. the house, get a new
team of houses, buy & top buggy and
cut a great swell, and she even figur-
ed out who he would take for his
second wife. They went to bed in an

__unhappy frame of mind, and two or

three times during the night each

‘woke up and wondered about hot

lead being poured into husbandd® ears
and wives being smothered with pil-
lows as they slept.

The next four weeks were wretched
ones. Not a meal did the husband
sit down to without wondering if the

_food or drink had been sprinkled ' or
mixed with poison, and hardly an|

Hour ‘passed that the wile was not on
her guard against some sudden at-
tack on her life. One day the milk-
house door flew %o on her and made
her a prisoner, and she utteréd ' such

screams of fear that the tramp on |

the highway who heard her did not
dare go. to her ‘assistance until he
had summoned help.” -~ At another
time she slipped on the cellar stairs,
-and after much looking about she
ww & M stone and treas-

ured it up as légal proot of the hus-
band's planning. Love, trust and
confidence had flown out of the win-
dow, ahd the neighbors sagely shook
their heads and observed that they
were prepared. to hear of an awful
tragedy any day.

One night the husband woke up
with a chill of fear. He had dreamed\
that he saw his® wife standing over
him with. a butcher knife raised to
strike. He found her beside him and
seemingly fast asleep, but he de-
termined to pass the rest of the right l
on the bhay in the barn. He had

been poisoned for less |

seed, and that.

scarcely left the house when the wife
woke up. She had dreamed of being
hacked to pieces with the ax, and
her husband’s absence Séemed to be
proof that he had gone out after the
weapon. She would baffle him by
hiding in the carriage shed until
'mornmg It therefore happened that
| while he was skirting the duck pond
'on the right to reach the barn she
was skirting it on the left to reach
the carriage house,  and presently
they came together in the darkness.
oMurderer 1 she shouted ~as  she
turned to see

“‘Murderess !’" he
started back.

They both went slipping down the
bank, clawing and clutching at each
other, .and brought up with a great ‘
sbuse in the pond. Wet and bedrag-
gled, they -climed out on opposite
sides, and while she spent the re—i
mainder of the night shivering under |
the currant bushes and wondering it |
Hu would kill her at first blow or
l(hnp her up by degrees he sat on the
| doorstep and made up his mind to |
appeal to the law , without further |
delay. Morning had come, and the |
pair had cofifronted each other when |
& neighbor.. who was passing Imlu-d
at the gate to say :

«‘Hello. Jake, have you heard ‘the
99 .

shouted as he

news

“No,” was the reply

“Ain't you and ~Mary insured in |
the Sure Pay Life Insurance Com- |
pany 7"’

ey

“Well, she's busted higher'n a kite,
fand your policies ain't wurth corn- |
{cobs."’

‘“She's busted
Jacob. 4

““Sure’s you live.”

Aand I ain’t insured and Mary
ain’t insured, and we wouldn’t get a
.durnf-d cent if either died ?:’

“‘Not a durned red.”

“Then—then, come here, Mary, |
come and kiss me,” said the husband
as he opened his arms. ‘

¢ 'Pears to me like you might be
glad of the bust up,” remarked the
neighbor.

cRurned if 1 ain't "’ replied Ju-
cgb, with tears in his eyes. t
“And so'm 11" sobbed the wife as |

e threw her arms around his neck.

for sure?”’ queried

Must Destroy Stamps.

Spokane, April 4.—A_Spokane stu- |
dent attached imitation stamps to !
four letters -and sent them through |
the mails. As a result, every busi-
ness college in the United States |
must quit -the wuse of these play
stamps, and the factory at Colum- |
bus, 0. must quit printing them.
stamps bear the words, ‘‘Immitation
Postage,”’ but the letters are very
small, and the imitation was close
enough to carry four letters to. their
destination.

One went to the dead letter office,
and it is stupposed came-under —ithe.

resulted in a sharp letter to Post-
master Hartson, ordering the de-
struction of all the bogus stamps,
and declaring that a further ofiense
Rould mean vigorous prosecution and
a term in the federal penitentiary

The letter was regd in the Blair
Business College today The name |
of the ofiending "student is withheld. |
The order will be obeyed.

Held for Wife Murder.

vancouver, B. C., April 4.—John
Costello, a Mexican. fisherman, who
came here from California, is in the|
city jail on suspieion of being con-
nected with the death of his wile
The police were notified that a wom-
L an—was dead—in—a-disreputable dis- |
trict, locally known as Tar Flats
Two policemen were sent to the |
house, and found the dead body of an |
Indian woman named Agnes lying on |
@ bunk. In the house at the time,

and all more or less intoxicated, |
were John Costello, Pete Miller, |
Wade Cunningham and two women— |
Sally, or Annie, and Lucy Smith

Costello, ‘whose real name is said |
to be Castilla, told the officers that
the dead woman was his wife. The|
woman's face wes discolored as if |
she had choked to death, and as Cos- |
| tello was well known to the police; |
the officers took him with. them Iof
"the police station. Thé others were|
brought up afterwards.

Leicestershire is the »great.est /gran-
ite producing. country in the United |
Kingdom. A |

)

| British

eyes of the Washinglen officials. This |

TO DYNAMITE

ESQUIMAtT

Scheme of Plotters Was'\n.e

Boer Sympathizers Were Leaders
in the Proposed Plan to Crip-
ple Britain.

Vancouver, B.C., April 4.—Former
Premier Charles A. Semlin today
made public the defails of the plan
of one of the most daring and start-
ling plots against the British govern-
ment that has been conceived in'late
years in America. In an interview,
the ex-premier told- of the frustra-
tion of a plan to blow up the navy
docks and, if possible, the fortress of
Esquimalt. The entire plan was ar-
ranged in San Francisco by members
of the (lan-na-Gael Its fortunate
discovery by agents of the British
consul in the Ciolden Gate city eaus-
ed the failure of the scheme, but the
arrangements were carried out as far
as possible even on British soil, un-
til the British authorities forcibly
interfere¢. Until today the plm and
its discovery were kept a secrét

The whole plpt occurred at the be-
ginning of last year, when Mr. Sem-
|1in was premier, and he was officia |-

ly interested in all the arrangements |

made to frustrate the plan. Two men
were sent from San Francisco for the
purpose of carrying out the blowing
lup of the docks.. Their names, as
| learned by the
anmébu. Dennis -McDermott
and Albert Renvicker, the former an
[rishman and the latter a. native of

were

| Belgium

The first intimation received by the
Columbia
from the governor general,
of Minto. The

|at San Francisco. Premier Semlin
immediately sent word to Admiral
Beaumont, who was at that time in

chatge of Esguimalt and commandant |

British eonsul at San |

government was/|
the Earl !
latter had been ad-|
| vised officially by the British consul |

e ——————

of the North Pacific syuadron.

commandant issued an order that the
guards of the forts and the navy
)ards should be doubled and only the
;mnst trusted men should be detailed
|for duty.

| IN AID OF THE BOERS.

The information communicated by
consul at San Francisco was
that a meeting of the Clan-na-Gael
'had peen held at San Francisco, at
m-.hlch ineans were discussed: of how

{to aid the Boers in their war against |

|(-rea\ Britain When the meeting
{\\a\ called at first, there was no in-
tention to suggest the use of force,
but McDermott, who was present, of-
fered to go to Esquimalt and. at-
tempt a body bldw by dynamiting as
much as pgssible of the forts and the
navy docks there. He asked for the
naming of a companion o assist him
in the deed \ number of inflamma-
tory speeches were made, and it was
being decided that they should all
draw the honor of sharing
in the glory of the fight against Eng-
Jand when Renvicker stepped forward
and offered himself. The men were
plentifully supplied with funds, and
started” on their journey for the
north by a Southern Pacific train
from Oakland.

During the timé oecupied in- mak-
ing the arrangements, the British au-
| thorities had been busy. Not only
did they guard in every possible way
against an unforeseen stroke, but
they prepared 1o systematically
watch the two men who were 10
travel north from San Francisco. So
\ that a detective em-
i ployed by the British consul accom-
{ panied the men from the Golden Gate
lcity to Portland, and there he hand-
interest to two northern
well up im - the
of all the)
neighborhood of Victoria and Esqui-
malt

lots for

it came 2bout

ed over his
detectives, who were

‘Im‘ulmn and environment

The two men came directly through
to Seattte ~where-they-spent a couple
of days. They made small. purchases
in the stores, visited many people
| and gave the detectives a warm time
{in _ watching them. While there was
assurance of this possible
to be gained at the time, it was al-
terward learned that they
made arrangements to Becure an
amount of high explosives'in Seattle
{ and from there would take it to Vie-
toria

The two

no definite

clearly

dvnamiters then took

heltram to Vancouver and were again
two consulted and that evening ‘the | followed by the detectives.

|
|

They
stayed here for one day and them
proceeded to Victoria, from which
city they could operate against Es-
guimalt, which is only a
miles out of town
TAKEN IN BY :A SOLDIER
In-Victoria the two detectives gave
up most of their watching to the |
care of -a certain sergeant, - whose}
name Mr. Semlin never heard This |
sergeant - belonged to one of the  in-
fantry regiments stationed at

couple. of
!

the |

ifort and was an experienced dmﬂ-lnmr(hed meekly between tw of .
o

tive He madé the atqu‘nmame of |
the two sightseers from San l-ran—‘
cisco, who went out to nu- forts to
see the big guns, and entirely won
their confidence He also pretended’
to be imbued with the same l‘eel’mgi
of hatred against the ‘British and by
and by McDermott had so far
verted him that the
was willing to in the h!m,\mgE
up of the McDermott even |
went so far as to propose that they!
get rid of Renvicker, leave him to
bear the blame, and themselves o}
double acrossthe straits when the |
destruction was accomplisbed. Me-}
Dermott never suspected that he “As,
being drawn into a net and that his |
plan was known to the admiralty au- |
thorities, and he chafed under the de~;
lay that his new-found British friend |
imposed. Renvicker seems to tmwl
got next to the fact that theu‘u

con-
British sergeant '
assist

fortis

scheme was known, . for
disappeared, and the
glad to get rid of hiy
Then they lost no i\u

ing of the Px’qnm\dl
Dermott Just whlt
him on a frosty ni ‘her
tgred o0 close tog::n':m:‘ -
tinels at the dock vard, My

does not pretend to know pBgt
day the —man Irom Say m

LIOnsS 1Into a mass

of fiying
majesty’s marines down to the »

wharf. There he was ‘“““N*

second class ticket and

money to last him to wi
3 Wit
of the Golden Gate. "

Mr. Semlin says that 'Ns
last ever heard of the m
statement today was the TSt pgkie.
mention ever made of it o
——

The amount of sugar w
| the ecivilized world last
{over 6,000,000 tons “

Meat, it is said, can be
for a week or two by putting
sour milk or buttermilk and §
it in"a cool cellar. - It must ofs
be rinsed well before it is wed

A single brewery ia
18 railway freight cars 5
besides 28 belonging 59 ”
Other breweries have MI, *
100, 86, etc:
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A Solid Vestibule Train With All
Equipments.

IS THE BEST INVESTMENT EVER
OFFERED TO THE PUBLIC.

THE MOTHER LODE

WE HAVE IT,

AT THE HEAD OF THE

TWO RICHEST CREEKS ON EARTH
BUY NOW STOCK WILL ADVANCE

- QUARTZ =

Lone Star Mining and Milling Company

OFFICE, KING ST., OPP. N. C. CO.

LEW CRADEN,

ACTING MGR.
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