P St

““THE

'MAIL AND

-

= TR A S i i it o i o e e S} . o e A AN N

ADVOCA

-

e ol i A s, W e e e g o AN i St st SN 8- . i AN AT oSl e - oo AR e LS

31 REDUCTION IN PRICES FOR
Xmas Season §

e N .

White Table Linen (extra quality), Table Tapkins,
Toilet Covers, Sideboard Cloth, White Linen Table
Cevers, Tea Coseys; Carving Cloths, Tray Cloths,
- Cushion ‘Covers, Centre Cloths. :

2 2 SHOWROOM .t .2

Hats, Wool Caps, Plush Caps, Ribbons (Patriotic),
Frillings, Neckwear of various kinds, Ladies’ Under-
wear (Stanfield’s and Fleece Lined).

—ALSO——

LADIES’ FUR COLLARS, MUFFS and FUR SETS.
All Reduced.

Nichollc, Inkpen & Cha}z
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\Democratic Theory Nullified-by Auto-
tic Practice--The Real Meaning of

~_the Reichstag and Bundesrat.
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. ' By George

1

M. Priest, in “ The Nation’’

4 RECEZ\'T months have called forth

.| concerning the German
- government.

many queries and many opinions
system or
The queries spring in
| part from a spontaneous, unprejudic-
. ed desire for information, in part

. from a confusion worse confounded

- 3by the divergence of opinions

that
| have been expressed, by the conflict

g | of two assertions, apparently irrecoh-
| | cilable, that Germany enjoys a demo-
: :cratic form of government and that it
§ | is ruled by the iron hand of an auto-
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WATER STREET

I :mited.
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Agents for Ungars Laundry & Dye Works,
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BRITISH |

THE POWER OF PROTECTION

Buying a BRETISH SUIT Means
PROTECTION {rom High Priee

B P —

PROTECTION in Material.
PROTECTION in Style.

PROTECTION im Fit.

- LY T YT

T ORI O T AN 3

BRITISH

Every Man and Boy Needs

PROTECTION
Have It

The British Clothing Co., Lid.,

Sinnott’s Building
Duckworth Street, St. John’s.
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Order a Case To-day.

THE BEST IS Ci
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| crat. In view of the present coundi-
- tions, it may be well to re-examine

8 | the chief factors in German govern-

| ment—German suffrage, the rights

: @and the power of the Reichstag, of

-
]
b

EAPER INTHEEND

| the Bundesrat, and of the Emperor—
. and thus at once to offer useful in-
' formation to the inquiring and to re-
| coucile the conflict of divergent opin-
 fons. We shall see that .thié conflict

has arisen, chiefly, becduse the au-
' thors of the one or the other asser-

tion have considered only the theory
| or only the practice of German gov-
,ernment. For it can be proved, like
| a problem in mathematies, that in
{ theory the German Imperial Constitu-
| tion grants the principle, and affords
| the means, of representative popular
| government, but that in practice Ger-
{ many to-day is virtually an absolute
| monarchy.

&

Suffrage in Germany is of two kinds,
| national and state. The people of
| Prussia, for example, use one system
| of suffrage in electing their represen-
E tatives in the Prussian legislature and
| another in electing members of the
| national popular asseibly, the Reich-
fstag. Only German, or national, suf-
| frage concerns us here.

|
| Between 1867 and 1871 the states of
| Germany  were divided into 397 eleét-
| oral districts equal in population and
'in their representation in the Reich-
| stag; each district contained 100,000
' inhabitants, and each received the
| right to elect one representative. At
| the same time, it was established that
| the representatives of all districts
| should be elected by the direct uni-
| versal suffrage and secret ballot of
male citizens over twenty-five years
of age. Thus, German suffrage was
not restricted by any qualifieation of
property or education, and such re-
| strictions have never been placed up-
' on it. The principle which underlies
it is extremely liberal. But in the
course of time the value and power
of the individual vote have fallen or
risen according to shifting conditions
' within the electoral districts. These
| districts are still equal in their re-
| presentation imn the Reichstag—each
| still elects on representative—but the
| prin¢iple of one representative to
| every 100,000 inhabitants obtains no
| longer, -because the boundaries of the
| electoral districts have never been al-

| tere@t and the population of many dis-

“
presenfs and expresses the popular representatives exact instructions on

will. The Reichstag enjoys in theory‘how they are to. vote on every ques-
various rights of possible importance tion that is to come up in the Bun-
which it either fails to, or cannot, ex- desrat. As each-ruler naturally gives
ercise with effect. It hag a right to the same instructiong to all his re-
initiate legislation, but in actual prac- | presentatives, the votes of each state
tice it almost never does.
right to ask the Goverament for re-fstitution further insures this method
ports, but no means of enforcing com-{ of procedure by requiring each state
pliance with its request. It hls a to vote thus. The Bundesrat repres-
right to expr®s its opinton on the'ents, or personifies, as it were, in an

compel a consideration of its bplpion,' rulers,
because it hag no contral over those! If a proposal is laid down the Bun-
in power. The - Emperor rules by'

D, DEC§SMBER 24, 1é15+¢

It has a’ are cast as a unit; the Imperial Con-}.

management of affairs, but it cannot‘assembly, the whole body of German|.

‘Tight of heredity, liable to no pr0ces-:
ses of law for any offence, and he ap-,
points and dismisses solely in accord-

desrat on a subject not included in
the instructions, the representatives
must refer the subject to the rulers
of their, states and must await further

ance with his-own volition, the Im-: instructions before they cast their
perial Chancellor and the other chief votes. It is inconceivable that a re-
Imperial officers; ministerial respon- presentative should ever wvote con-
sibility to the people through the trary to his instructions because, in
ipopul‘ar assembly does not exist in' the first place, his office which de-
! Germany, Thus these rights of the’peuds in every feature of its tenure
Reichstag have no practical value. entirely upon the will of his ruler,

But the Reichstag does possess Would in such case be terminated im-
rights- of fundamental importynce.! mediately, and, secondly, because the
Its consént is necessary to all loans,' Imperial Constitution requires that a
to all treaties which involve legisla- Tepresentative shall vote as he has
tion, and to the budget. The Reich- been instructed. The actual voting

bill ean become law. In thecry, fore, diplomats, not Senators in
theréfore, the representatives of the';American sense. They form in theory
people can make themselves mas:~r 2 body which in the usual meaning
of any situation. They can formulate of the words is not a debating or a de-
a bill td suit their own tastes and, liberating assembly. Nor is it such
force the adoption of their bill by re-, in practice. _
fasing meanwhile to consider any occasionally of lively discussions in

through their representatives in the 8on to think that members of the
dictate any and all legislation in the;selvea, much less voted, contrary to

spvéreignty is to this extent a cor-{the rulers of their states. In short,

1

1

tioh. | desrat merely régisters the will of the

“On' the other hand, if the gpichstag;giiszg rul»ers .indlvidually and col-
refuses, to pass a bill préposed by the| :

Government, the ‘Bundesrat and the{" The Bundesrat and the Reichstag
{ Emperor, on mutual agreement, may|differ from each other not only in
dissolve the Reichsiag and order rew| their origins; they differ also, and
elections on the chdnce of obtaining a even more strikingly, in the relative
more amenable assembly. If the ncw-; powers of the two bodies. . The Reich-
ly-elected Reichsiag should also prove/stag is only a legislative body, while
rebellious, it, too, may be dissolved, | the Bundesrat . exercises = legislative
and so on indefinitely; there is .no|executive, . and jndicial functions.
constitutional ‘1limit to the number of| Furthermore, evep in the making of
possible dissolutions. But an amen-{laws the power vested in the Bundes-
 able Vassembly has always heen chos-g rat surpaseg that given to the Reich-
en after a single crisis of this kind.| stag. Each body has the right to in-
The Réichstag was dissolved in ISTS.Eitiute 1egislatio_n,but whatever the
1887, 1§93, and 1906, and after each%source of a bill may be, the last act
dissolution a new assembly was elect- in its adoption as law is the approval
ed which passed the bill that wreckea by the Bundesrat.  Thus, if a bill
its predecessor. Thus the theory of arises in the Bundesrat, it is discussed
‘popular sovereignty has repeatedlyfirst by that body and, if approved, is
‘broken down in German practice. then [aid before the Reichstag. If
Since the German people can,|the popular assembly also approves
kthrough the Reichstag, eontrol all Im-|it, the bill must, even if no change

selvyes are responsible for their gov- to the Bundesrat and formally pas-
ernment. If they do not exercise con-;sed by that body. In conmsequence of
trol, if in practice they reject .the this provision of thé Imperial Con-
opportunity of self-government grant-| stitution, mémbers of the Relchstag

stag must give its consent before any Mmembers of the Bundesrat are, there- »,
the| &

The German world hears | §
other proposals. The German péople, the Bundesrat, but there is no rea- '
Reichstag, have it Inh their power tofBundesrat have ever expressed them- 3
German Empire. The {dea of popular the instructions previously given by

porate part of the German Cbnstitu-%t’o all" intents a.nd purposes the Bun-|1

perial legislation, - the people them- has been made i it, be referred back [
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LL SUBSCRIBERS for thie Daily and ,,;quke |

*

will pléase observé that aftet JANUARY 1st, 4

‘ A

list of
been renewed bydne:; -

1916, their names will be removed from the
subscribers and the paper discontinued
their subscriptions have
of this year. No subscription for Jess than
. the Daily paper is at the rate of $2 per year and
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| tricts

| ed to them by the German Constitu-
'tricts has increased or decreased en- tion, they force ti§ to draw striking

ormously. Urban districts have grown ‘¢onclusions concerning them, Th fhe!
| 4nd, owing chielly to removals from grgt place, they prefer to trist the

% | only. the principal,

| the country to the city, many rural
| districts have lost thousands of their
| former inhabitants. Neither increase
| uor decrease hag affected representa-
| tion in the Reichistag. - Berlin’s popu-
; lation. has risen since 1867 from 600,-
| 000 to well over 2,000,000, but Berlin
| §till elects only six réprésehtatives. A
| Berlin district, once" of 100,000, now
| of 897,000, inhabitants, has only one
| representative in the Reichstag; an-
| other (raral) distriet, onee of 100,000
' now of 59,000, inhabitants, also has
| one. A vote in the Berlin district has
| legs than ome-eleventh of the ‘power
| which a vote in the other districts
enjoy. Discrepancies like this exist
in varous parts of .,the Empire.

Whén champions of German. suf-
frage assert that Germany enjoys a
democratic typé of suffrage, they see
theoretically em-

ployed, of universal suffrage without

| #he property or educational qualifica-

tions laid down in.other countries. In
préctice German- suffrage is ot de-
mocratic ia thé.sénge of “equal for
all” so long as the value of the, voté
varfes as wé have Seen. . Indeed,
while the electoral districts remain.
unchanged, the German system grows

: §8 democratic, betause the
relative power of the few who con-
tinve to 1ive in the waning rmal dis-

s increasing coﬁatqn .

By meahs of this suffage the

wisdom of a few who compose the

hardly ever  initiate Tegislation, be-

 cause it 8 obvi'ous_’ly fatile for them |
to discuss a bill before they know the

opini'@m of th@ Reichstag. If we re-
member the attitude of the Cerman

8ppoints to the B

people towards legislation in the
eritical diSsolutions of the Reichstag,
it i hardly going too far to say that
German laws .as they are finally

Government rather than to trist their
own collective wisdom. ~Theéy affirm
in this way their Bsatisfaction with,
,and their belief in, a foym of govern-
; ment which ‘concentrates power in
the hands of a few; over these few,
as we shall see, the people have no
‘direet comtrol Whatever. Above all,
in voting to accept the will of a few
rather than to assert and accomplish
theit own will, the German pecople
maké manifest that they prefer to be
govérned rather than to govern them-

| selves. like the dual representation of the

IT. ‘ States in the American Senate. The
The Bundésrat, or “Federal Coun- Bundesrat does not represent a fed-

of the German people through their
représertatives in the Reichstag, but
 that they até the work and will of
the ruters of the Gérman

Bundesrat.

The relative powers of these rulers

cil,” differs Prom the Reichstag in' eration of states of equal power, but/|!

. many tespeets. The Reichstag, aris-.a confederated state with its power
(ing from the people and chosen direct-| Qistributed very unequally. Prussia
Jy by the people; i§ the German con-

+

’ >

the WoNarchieal prineiple; though in Wick and Mecklenburg-Schwerin 2

rtie people mer of the state. legislatur- ;ia"ﬁ;_ This aliotment of votes is based
:88, but;/ ot the rulers of;.the various With two' exceptions, one the number
(German istates; that is; in twenty- of votes v,al:'.}fc‘}_tt_é&‘. to the . irdividual
two 0f the twenty-six  states, of an ‘states in the Diet of the Gars'ai Con-
yhereditary meonareh; ;in Alsace-Lor- i'fﬁ@eraﬂ;ch\_, which. earto !0 21 vud in
raipe, of the Imperial Viceroy, who is 1866 In that Diet Bi;t';_.x;g liad. only
appoingted. by the Germsn Emperor; four votes, but she demanded and re-
i the Imperial free cities, Bremen, Céived two more w
 Hamburg and Lubeck, of the Senate,

‘which s elec lirectly or

g v N
g 3 lé
. ¥ 2
<.

néw Empire. Priesia, 190, had form-

Vhone fulets sorbed six sta
esrat & certain in the

SRS N AT A SN

directly erly only four votes; but Prussia ab-

shaped aré not the work and the will|

: states| |
through their repregentatives in the|’

in the Bundesrat varies greatly, un-|

‘has 17 votés, Bavaria 6, Saxony and||
cession €0 the idea of popular sov:| Wurtémberg 4 each, Baden, Hesse,|.
cereignity. - The Bundesrat preserves and Alsace-Lorraine 37 éach, Brun:| .

a modifiéd fortm. Thé Bundesrat is éach, and all the other seventen states|
icomposed of . representatives, mot of one each—26 states and 61 votes in|

'hen she joined the.

o-Prussian War of 1866,
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" Reliable Furnit

ure
tor Outport Buyers.
¥ desire to draw.th'.e Mattenti‘on\off%ovdi. “irl- |

: r
W numerable customers around.' .the
island to the tremendous display of: fine
Furniture we have in our Show Room. - This
has just.- been replenished by some two or
three shipments from the best English and
American makers.

' Our stock includes the largest assort-
ment of Bedsteads, Bedroom Suites, Bure-

aux, Dining Tables, Chairs, Lounges and
Sideboards in the Island.

. If you are furnishing your house, one or
two rooms, or if you require any single ar-
ticle for some special need, and you want
good, solid, well-made Furniture at the most
reasonable prices, you can’t beat the

U.S Picture & Portrait

Company,
House Furnishers.

e

|GARNEAU, LTD.

We are offering at Lowest Wholesale Prices

80 doz. SWEATER COATS,
200 - White TURKISH TOWELS,
600 Pairs White and Grey

- COTTON BLANKETS.

GARNEAU, LTD.,
104 New Gower St. P.O. Box 36.

Vie s
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- GEORGE SNOW

SHIP AND GENERAL IRON
WORKER AND MACHINIST

I am extending my business by the installation of up-to-date
machinery whereby all kinds of the following work will be
turned out with dispatch and satisfaction.

FORGING IRON AND BRASS CASTING OF
EVERY DESCRIPTION & PATTERN MAKING.
Saw Mill Work and Repairs to Motor Engines
and all kinds of Machinery, etc.

With our equipment we are enabled to guarantee every satis-
faction and ensure prompt delivery.

Large Stock of Materialalways on hand.
Brazing broken parts of machinety done by special process.

8™~ Note carefully the address:

 GEORGE SNOW

SPRINGDALE STREET (WEST SIDE).

RED CROSS LINE.

INTENDED SAILINGS.

FROM ST. JOHN'S: FROM NEW YORK:

Stephano, December 24, 1915 Stephano, January 1, 1916.
Passenger Tickets to New York, Halifax and Boston.
Fares including Meals and Berths on Red Cross Steamers:

’ First

Class

e v .. 54000

.. 20.00

Second
Class

$15.00
9.00
18.00
18.00

Return
$70 to $80
35.00

To New York..
To Halifax. . 5% ek
To Boston (Planf Line).. .. 29.00 51.00
To Boston (D.A.R.).. .. .... 30.00 51.00

CONNECTIONS AT HALIFAX FOR BOSTON:
PLANT LINE - Midnight Saturday.
DOMINION ATLANTIC RAILWAY: Through

the beautiful land of Evangeline to Yarmouth and thence by-the
Boston and Yarmouth $.8. Co. Wednesdays and Saturdays.

Luxurious accommodation and excellent cuisine by either
route. :

'Fult pirficula'rs from:
HARVEY & COMPANY, L.

' AxenlsﬁeaCross Line.




