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HOW GERMANY ■
/S GOVERNED

BIG REDUCTION IN PRICES FOR
Xmas Season

*• >

Reliable Furniture 
for Outport Buyers.

x

Democratic Theory Nullified by Auto­
cratic Practice-The Real Meaning of 
the Reichstag and Bundesrat. fy

Georg* M* Priesttm “ THfè'NMtàti’*
J^ECEN’T months have called forth 

* many queries and many opinions

White Table Linen (extra quality),. Table Tapkins, 
Toilet Covers, Sideboard Cloth, White Linen Table 
Covers, Tea Coseys, Carving Cloths, Tray Cloths, 
Cushion Covers, Centre Cloths.

VtfE desire to draw the attention of our i 
numerable customers around the 

Island to the tremendous display of fine 
Furniture we have in our Show Room. This 
has just been replenished by some two or 
three shipments from the best English and 
American makers.
It Our stock includes the largest assort­
ment of Bedsteads, Bedroom Suites, Bure­
aux, Dining Tables, Chairs, Lounges and 
Sideboards in the Island.
11 If you are furnishing your house, one or 
two rooms, or if you require any single ar­
ticle for some special need, and you want 
good, solid, well-made Furniture at the most 
reasonable prices, you can’t beat the

in-

t:

œ „■* SHOWROOM .* -j* n »
présenta andHats, Wool Caps, Plush Caps, Ribbons (Patriotic), 

Frillings, Neckwear of various kinds, Ladies’ Under­
wear (Stanfield’s and Fleece Lined). ^ ,

------ALSO------  ;-yv.-,
LADIES’ FUR COLLARS, MUFFS and FUR SETS.

All Reduced.

expresses the popular, representatives exact instructions on 
will. The Reichstag enjoys in theory ( how they are to, vote on every ques- 

syetem or various rights of possible importance tion that is to come up in the Bun- 
government. The queries spring in which it either fails to, or cannot, ex- dearat. As each ruler naturally gives 
part from a spontaneous, unprejudic- ercise with effect. It has a right to' the same instructions to all his re- 

: ed desire for information, in part initiate legislation, but in actual prac- j presentatives, the votes of each state 
i from a confusion worse confounded tice it almost never does.
| by thé divergence of opinions that 
have been expressed, by the conflict

i concerning the German

It has a ; are cast as a unit; the Imperial Con- 
rifeht to ask the Government for re* stitution further insures this 
ports, but no means of enforcing com- of procedure by requiring each state 
ptiance with its request.

method
I
of two assertions, apparently irrecoh- 
cilable, that Germany enjoys a demo­
cratic form of government and that it 
is ruled by the iron hand of an auto­
crat. In view of the present coudi- 
lions, it may be well to re-examine 
the chief factors in German govern- 

suffrage, the rights 
1 and the power of the Reichstag, of 
! the Bundesrat, and of the Emperor— 

and thus at once to offer useful in­
formation to the inquiring and to re- 

J concile the conflict of divergent opin- 
1 j ions. We shall see that this conflict

It has a to vote thus. The Bundesrat 
right to express its, opinion on the1 ênts, or personifies.

repres-
as it were, in an

management of affairs, but it cannot assembly, the whole body of German 
compel a consideration of its 'bplnion, rulers, 
bècaudte it has no control over those ! If aNicholle, Inkpcn & Chafe is laid down the Bun- 

The Emperor rules by' des rat on a subject not included in 
right of herèdïty, liable to no procès- the instructions, the representatives 
ses Of law for any offence, and he ap-jmust refer the subject to the rulers 
points and dismisses solely in accord- of their, states and must await further 
anee with his own volition, the Im-j instructions before they

It is inconceivable that a re-
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cast their
perial Chancellor and the other chief votes.
Imperial officers; ministerial vcspon- presentative should 
sibility to the people through

ever vote con-
the tfary to his instructions because, in 

popular assembly does not exist in the first place, his office which de- 
Thus these rights of the Pends in every feature of its 

Reichstag hâve no practical value.
! has arisen, chiefly, because the au-1 Germany. 

’ thors of the one or the other asser- 
; I tion have considered only the theory 
, * j or only the practice of German gov- 
; | ernmeut. For it can be proved, like 

j ; a problem in mathematics, that in 
? | j theory the German Imperial Constitu- 
k â i tion grants the principle, and affords 
| the means, of representative popular 

government, but that in practice Ger­
many to-day is virtually an absolute 
monarchy.

tenure
entirely upon the will of his ruler, jj^M 

But the Reichstag does possess would in such case be terminated im- 
rights of fundamental importance.! mediately, and, secondly, because the j 
Its consent is necessary to all loans,1 Imperial Constitution requires that a j 
to all treaties which involve legisla- representative shall vote as he has 
tion, and to the budget. The Reich- been instructed. The actual voting ] 
stag must give its consent before any members of the Bundesrat are, there- S 
bill can become law. In theory, foré, diplomats, uot Senators in the j 
theréforè, the representatives of the1 American sense. They form in thepry ’ 
people can make themselves master a body which in the usual meaning 
of any situation. They can formulate of the words is not a debating or ade-1| 
a bill to suit their own tastes and liberating assembly.

BRITISH I
THE POWER OF PRQTECTIOH
Buying a BRITISH SUIT Means 
PROTECTION from High Prices

GARNEAU, LTD.
;

We are offering at Lowest Wholesale Prices

; 86 doz. SWEATER COATS,
260 " White TURKISH TOWELS, 
$60 Pairs While and Grey

COTTON BLANKETS.

4mmiff I. » Nor is it such J
force the adoption of their bill by re- j in practice. The German world hears • 
fusing meanwhile to consider any! occasionally of lively discussions in I 
other proposals. The German people, the Bundesrat, but there is

4 Suffrage in Germany is of two kinds, 
national and state. The people of 
Prussia, for example, use one system 
of suffrage in electing their represen­
tatives in the Prussian legislature and 
another in electing members of the 
national popular assembly, the Reich­
stag. Only German, or national, suf­
frage concerns us here.

Between 1867 and 1871 the states of 
f 4 I Ge’rmànÿ were divided into 397. elect-" 

? oral districts equal In population and 
4 in their representation in the Reich-'

i 4i
i no rea-

through their representatives in thejkon to think that members of the 
Reichstag, have it th their power to • Bundesrat have ever expressed them- 
dictate any and all legislation in the selves, much less voted, contrary to 
German Empire. The idea of popular ; the instructions previously given by 
sovèreignty is to this extent & cor- j the rulers of their states. In short, 
porate part of the German Cbnstitu-i to all intents ànd purposes the Bun-

I desrat merely registers the will of the I 
j German rulers Individually and col­
lectively ‘ . .ç y ' A > ;>■

!-

PROTECTION in Material 
PROTECTION in Style.
PROTECTION in Fit.

!

GARNEAU, LTD.,
P.O. Box 36.

!
P 104 New Gower St.?.
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On the other hand, if the Reichstag! 
refuses to pass a bill prdposeâ by the
Government, the Bundesrat and the The Bundesrat and the Reichstag

may differ from each other not only in 
dissolve the Reich^ag and order rew their origins; they differ also, and 
elections on the chsmce of obtaining a even more strikingly, in the relative 
more amenable assembly. If the new- powers of the two bodies. The Reieh- 
ly-elected Reichstag should also prove stag is only a legislative body, while 
rebellious, It, too, may be dissolved, the Bundesrat. exercises legislative 
and so on indefinitely ; there is no executive, s and judicial 
constitutional limit to the number of1,Furthermore, even in the making of 
possible dissolutions. But an amen- laws the power vested in the Bundes- 
able assembly has always b.een chos- rat surpases that given to the Reieh- 
en after a single crisis of this kind. stag. Each body has the right to in- 
The Reichstag was dissolved in 1S78, itiate legislation,but whatever the 
1887, 1893, and 1906, and after each source of a bill may be, the last act 
dissolution a new assembly was elect-1 in its adoption as law is the approval 
ed which passed the bill that wrecked by the Bundesrat, 
its predecessor. Thus the theory of arises in the Bundesrat, it is discussed!

first.by that body and, if approved, is} 
then îaid before the Reichstag. If 
the popular assembly also approves 

through the Reichstag, control all Im- it, the bill ffittst, even if no Change 
perial legislation, • the people them- hais been made iff it, be referred back ! 

t0 selves are responsible for their gov- to thé Bundesrat and formally 
no ernment. If they do not exercise con- : sed by that body, in consequence of 

trol, if in practice they reject the this provision of the Imperial. Con- 
opportunity of self-government grant- stitution, members of the Reichstag 

. . . ed to them by the German Const!tu- hardly feVer initiate legislation, be-
{ jtncts has ^creased or decreased en- tii)n, they force tih to draw striking cause it hi obviously futile for them 

ormously. Urban districts have grown conclusions concerning them, in the to tiisctiss a bill before they know the 
and, owing chiefly to removals from flrst place, they prefer to trust the opinion of thè Reichstag. If wè re-j ip—

member the attitude of the German J 
people towards legislation in the} f* 

critical dissolutions of the Reichstag, 
it is hardly going tod far to sây that 
German laws as they are finally 
shàped arê not the wqrk and the will 
of the German people through their 
representatives in the Reichstag, but 
that they ate the Work and will of 

in Voting to accept the will of a few the rulers of thé Gèrrhân states 
rather than to assert and accomplish through their representatives in the 
their Own will, the German people Bundesrat, 
make manifest that they prefer to be 
governed rather than to govern them-

.■
rI t

4 i stag, each district contained 100,000 Emperor, on mutual agreement, 
inhabitants, and each received the 

Î j | right to elect one representative. At 
the same time, it was established that 
the representatives of all districts 
should be elected by the direct uni­
versal suffrage and secret ballot of

i: GEORGE SNOW. :

Every Man and Boy Needs
PROTECTION 

Have It 2

The British Clothing Co., Ltd.,

,! SHIP AND GENERAL IRON 
WORKER AND MACHINIST
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fudetions. I am extending my business by the installation of up-to-date 
machinery whereby all kinds of the following work will be 

turned out with dispatch and satisfaction.

male citizens over twenty-five years 
of age. Thus, German suffrage was 
not restricted by any qualification of 
property or education, and such re­
strictions have never been placed up­
on it. The principle which underlies 
it is extremely liberal. But in the 
course of time the value and power 
of the individual vote have fallen or 
risen according to shifting conditions 
within the electoral districts. These 
districts are still equal in their re­
presentation in the Reichstag—each 

f ! still elects on representative—but the

4
4
4

FORGING IRON AND BRASS CASTING OF 
EVERY DESCRIPTION & PATTERN MAKING. 

Saw Mill Work and Repairs to Motor Engines 
and all kinds of Machinery, etc.

4
4

iSinnotVs Building 
Duckworth Street, St. John’s.

♦
Thus, if . a bill4

t
popular sovereignty has repeatedly 
broken down in German practice. 

Since the German people can,

4 With our equipment we are enabled to guarantee every satis­
faction and ensure prompt delivery.

Large Stock of Materialalways on hand.
Brazing broken parts of machinery done by special process.

Note carefully the address:

m
THE BEST IS CHEAPER IN THE END principle of one representative 

! every 100,000 inhabitants obtains
pas-

!

i longer, because the boundaries of theOrder a Case To-day,Ink* GEORGE SNOWi electoral districts have never been al­
tered and the population of many dis-«" EVERY DAY” BRAND « 

EVAPORATED
milk!

NT
SPRINGDALE STREET (WEST SIDE).

j the country to the city, many rural 
Î districts have lost thousands of their

£2“dum as*wisdom of a few who compose the 
Government rather than to trust their 
oivn collective wisdom. They affirm 

uor decrease has affected représenta- this way their satisfaction *ith, 
tihn in the RelcteUg. Berlin's popu- *d thelr bellet a toXm 0( gOTern- 
lation has risen since 1867 from 600,- ment wbicb concentrates power in 
000 to well over 2,060,000. but Berlin^ haeda of » few; over these few, 
still electo oui, six representatives. A a, we ehaH We- tbe have no
Berlin district, once of 100,000, now dlree( control Whatever. Above all, 
of 697,ê00, inhabitants, has only 
representative in the Reichstag ; an­
other (ràral) distrièt, once of lt)0,000 
now of 59,000, inhabitants, klsb has 
one. A vote in the Berlin district has 
less than oàe-elevegth of the power 
which a vote in the other districts

«
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former ihhabitants. Neither increase
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Stéphane, January 1, 1916. 

Passenger Tickets to New York, Halifax and Boston.
Fares including Meals and Berths on Red Cross Steamers :

t Job’s Stores limited Stéphane, December 24, 19154
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The relative powers of these rulers 
In the Bundesrat varies greatly,

I Hke the dual representation of the 
j States in the American Senate. The 

The Bull dès rat, or "Federal Coun- Bundesrat does not represent a fed- 
I left,” differs from the Reichstag iteration of states of equal power, but

en champions of German* suf- ( Aspect*. The Reichstag, arts-a confederated state with its power
rage assert that Germany enjoys a ing from the people and chosen direct-j <|istributed very unequally. Prussia 

democratic type of suffrage, they see Jy by tIte iB the Germaà con-! has 17 votés, Bavaria 6, Saxony and
on y t e principal, theoretically em-j cesg|oA to tàé idea 01 popular sov-| Wurtemberg 4 each, Baden, Hessè, 
ployé , of universal suffrage without ereiguty. The Btfndeerat preserves and Alsace-Lorraine Z' each, Brun- 
tbe property or educational qualifica- the monarchical pMhéiplé, though in Wick and Meckleuburg-Schwerin 2 , 

on® a down m other countries In a modified fbrm. Thè Bundeêràt is each, and all the other seventen states 
prac ce ertnUan-suffrage is hht de-j^mj^^ ^ representatives, not of one each—26 states and 61 votes in

°- forr the people nor of the state legislator- ;all. This allotment of votes is based
J ong as e va ue of the vote -eB| but of the rulers of. the various with two exceptions, one the number]
“rr Wî ÎLâ I*deed' German states, that is, in twenty- of votes allotted to the i-dividual

e 60 °ra di8tricts remam two of the twenty-six states, of an States in the Uiet of the Cexn'Xi? Ckm-I 
unchanged, theGerman system gfows hereditary monarch; ;in Aleace-Lor- federation which can-.o ■

^oeratfe, betatWe the raipe, of the Imperial Viceroy, who is 1866 In that Diet 0avaiia Lad only 
Hnim °tul 6 who c®n' appointed by the German Emperor; four votes, but she demanded and re-
IriZ 2 waning ruai dis- ln ^ imperial free cities, Bremen, chived two more when she joined the, »

ncreasing constantly. • Hamburg and Lubeck, of the Senate, nèw Empire. Prussia, too, had form-j 

By toeatos of this suffrage the Ger- which is elected directly or indirectly erly only four votes ; but Prussia afo-] I 
man people elect their 397 représenta- by the people. Éàeh ôî thèèè rulers sorbed six states which opposed her } 
tives in the Reichptag, or "Imperial appoints to the Bfiffdesfat a certain in the Austro-Prussian War of -1866,| I 
Parliament,' for a tèrm ôf fivfe ÿears ; number of representatives in accord- and when it came to the formation of j 
then, representatives form the one ante with provistone o* the Imperial a new Germany, Prussia added to her H 
body IB German government which re- Constitution, and each ruler give his, (Continued on page 7) h

un­selves.
II.1wroraureis enjoy. Discrepancies like this exist 

in vârous parts of,the Empire. First 
Class 

...............$40.00

Second 
Return Class

$70 to $80 $15.00

>*

To New York..
To Halifax.. ..
To Boston (Plant* Line).. 
To Boston (D.A.R.).............

.. 20.00 35.00

.. 29.00 51.00
•. 30.00 51.00

9.00

NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS. 18.00
m 18.00R 66- l

CONNECTIONS AT HALIFAX FOR BOSTON:

PLANT LINE
.

A LL SUBSCRIBERS for the Daily and Week*
^ ly issues of THE .MAIL AND ADVOCATÉ 1 
wffl please obserYe that after JANUARY lèt, 1 

1916, their names wfll be removed from the list of 
subscribers and the paper discontinued unless M 
their subscriptions have been renewed by the end ® 
of this year. No subscription f<* jess than six %
months will be accepted. The subscription for M
the Daüy paper is at the rate of $2 per year and 
the Weekly 50 cents per year. S

Midnight Saturday. 
DOMINION ATLANTIC RAILWAY: Through

the beautiful land of Evangeline to Yarmouth and thence by.the 
Boston and Yarmouth S.S. Co. Wednesdays and Saturdays. 

Luxurious accommodation and excellent cuisine by either

m

m, ->i in
route.

Full particulars from :

HARVEY & COMPANY, Ltd.
Agents Red Cross Line,
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