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Days before the Sitting of the faid Court ; orat any. Time previous to
the Trial before the Juftice of the Peace, and the faid Court and
Juftice refpeively, - are hereby empowered and Jirected on iffue,
joined to enquire into the Merits of both Demands on Trial, and to
give Judgment accordingly.

L. Provided always neverthelefs, That if the Defendant or Defen-
dants for want of Evidence or any other unavoidable Accident fhall
be unable to prove and authenticate his, her or their Accounts, Re-
ceiptior Demand,” as an Offfet, againft the Plaintiff or Plaintiffs, ‘that
then and in fuch Cafe, the Defendant and Defendants may at a future
Period commence and profecute his, her, or their Action or A&ions
ugainft the Plaintiff or Plaintiffs in the original Caufe within the re-
fpe&we Time, as limited by the A& of Affembly of this Province, for
#be Limitation of Aftions, and for avoiding Suits of Law. Previded he,

the, or they (the Original Defendant or Defendants) fhall at the Time

of the Trigl of the firft Caufe notify the Court, and make Affidavit of
the fame, that he, fhe, or they, have a juft and equltable Demand
againft the Plaintiff or Plaintiffs, which for Want of Evidence then

without the Jurisdiétion of the Court, he, fhe, or they, are unable
to prove and authenticate.

11N, And be it furtber Enafled, That in all A&ions, which fhall here-
after be commenced and profecuted, and wherein it may appear to the
Court; that the Plaintiff or Plaintiffs in fuch Acion have had an Op-
portunity of pleading his, her, or their Demand, by way of Offfet,
by Virtue of, and agrecable to this A&, that then and in fuch Cafe the
Plaintiff or Plaintiffs, altho’ a Verdi& is found for him, her, or them,
fhall pay the Cofts of Suxt, any Law to the contrary noththﬁandmg
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An ACT in Additionto, and Amendment of an
A& made in the fifth Year of His prefent Majefty’s
Reign, intituled, Ar A& for regulating Servants.

48443 HE RE AS great  Inconveniences bave arifen, and do
"g, W arife from the Misbebaviour of bound and bired Servants

x.**** & fot remudy whereof ;

1. Bz it Ena&ed, by the Lieutenant Governor, Council and Affembly,
Thut from and after the Publication hereof, no Perfon whatfoever
within this Province, fhall hire a Man or Maid Servant for any
longer Term than One Month, unlefs a Memorandum of fuch hiring
thall be made in Writing and figned by both Parties in Prefence of
-one Witnefs at leaft, who thall read and. explain the fame to both

Yy Parties,
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Provided that if for
want of Evidence
the Defendant can-
not prove his De-
mand he may after-
wards bring his
A&tion.

Where Plaiatiffs
have had Opportu-
nity of pleading
their Demand as an
Offfet in a Suit,
they fhall pay Cofts
although & Verdiét
is found for them.

Preamble.

Memorandum to be
made in writing in
all Cafes where a
Servant is hired for
longer Time than
a Month.



