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give us the Canada school system? As to church matters, we have here two
congregations, or rather a congregation and a mission station belonging to this
congregation. In the one where I live there are about sixty families ; to the
other (situated at Mr. Gunn's, New Stone Fort) there are ten or eleven in all.
There are somewhat upwards of 120 members in full communion. The people
are mostly Scotch, or of Scotch parentage. There are a few Orkney men, whom
our Highlanders scarcely recognize as Scotch, a few half-breeds, one Englishman,
and one Swiss. We have sabbath schools at both places: here the attendance
may just now average eighty-five ; below about thirty. Here we have divine
Service every sabbath forenoon, and in the afternoon alternately here and below.
We have also week lectures on Thursdays, and prayer meetings on Tuesday even-
ings. In regard to temporalities, the congregation below have no property but
their small meeting house ; that here bas about 300 acres of good land, a stone
church which cost about £1,000, and the cottage in which I live. My stipend is
£150 sterling a year, £100 of which is raised by voluntary contributions, and
£50 is allowed me by the Hudson's Bay Company. My people are mostly all
farmers in comfortable circumstances, but none rich. They are, however, allowed
to be the most steady and industrious portion of our population. As to suggestions
of an industrial kind, I am not a very competent person to make such. There
is one thing, however, which I did think of great consequence, especially in view
of an increased population, and that is to afford facilities for domestic manufac-
tures. The climate requires large quantities of heavy woollen goods, and these
might just as well be manufactured here as imported from Englind. You saw
what a splendid country it is for sheep pasture, and were there means of making
wool into cloths, blankets, &c., greater attention would be given to the rearing
of sheep; great quantities of such goods are also required for the fur trade, and
it would be an advantage to have them manufactured here. Among the
emigrants coming up to take possession of the land, it would be a great advan-
tage were there somebody to establish machinery for carding, falling and dyeing.
perhaps spinninlg and weaving also.

I do not know that my letter will be of any use to you, but I am glad, and
ever will be so, to meet your wishes in anything that I can.

With much respect, yours,
JOHN BLACK.

Professor H. Y. Hind.

A. 1858.


