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COPHRIGHE IN CANADA

Ley :islation at Ottawa. -

ACTUY L WORKING OF THE LAW.

%end jg of British and Aroerican Copy-
”"' Jhted Works in the Dominion of Cana-

. Via—What the Association Has Done to
|~ Besiefit' Canadian Publishimg Interests
OCanada’s Rights Under the B.N. A, Act.

In considering the question of copyright
in Canada it will be well to mote the fol-
lowing main points:

I That copyrights secured in Great
Britain, or in' any British poe session, are/
nominally copyrights in Canad s also. Such.
works cannot pﬁlﬁd
out an arrangement with the aathor, but
American  editions of the sa me may be
imported.

. That to secure actual c opyright in
Canada the work must be printed and
pubiished here, when Americ an editions
ot such works cannot legally b e imported.
English editions or British. copyright
works may, however, be imp orted, even
though the said works be print od and pub-
lished in Canada.

" A short resume of the copy pright agite
tion of the last few years 1 pay next be
given. v

On May 8, 1868, in the H ouse of Com-
mons at Ottawa, a Bill was imtroduced to
amend the Copyright Act of ! Canada, and
read s first time. The Bill . was given &
recond reading on the follow jug day. This
Bill was evidently received from London
at the ladt moment, almos ¢ immediately
before introduction, and  ir ‘dreduced with-
out the knowledge of 80! pe members of
the Cabiuet, as only = few s days before an
Rssurance had been givi m that no new
copyright on wa ¥ contemplated
that session. Telegraphic rs ports of the in-
troduetion of the Bill we, ¢ read with as-
tonishment and dismay by members of
“.ne book und publishing tra« les throughout
the Dominion. A hurriedly ¢ onvened meet-
ing was beld in Toronto, st which promps
action was decided The Govern-
ment and. many. members = of the House
were deluged. with ., ukin%'fot
delay before the ‘third ¢ mding, ing
followed two days later by : s deputation to
Ottawa of those whose inter ests were more
immediately affected, and w ith the gratify-
i.g result that the Prime ! Minister stated
to the House that the copy right bill was
incinded with others that w smuld be with-
drawn for the session. .

‘I'ne danger being thus i1 swerted for the
moment, time was given for's further
cxaminagion of the propos« d amendment.
The Canadian Copyright . \ssociatiou was
formed, and vigorous steps . taken to im-
press on the country and { he government
ihe irreparable injury that would be in-
tlicted I:Eon important Ca: mdian' interests

should the proposed Bill.' be adopted and
imdiluoluw. It was s+ hown that the
3ill'was introduced in o eder to include

(‘anada within the list of « pountries aceept-
ing the Berne Internat’ lonal Copyright
Convention. The follow’ mg were among
the Tnonh advanced ¢ gainst avcepting

the Bi

Under the Bill .all - reg wings of British
works from the U’nit} : would be
excluded. The British isher there-

fore conld and undoubt ydly would sup-
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in C anada with-

-1y this market direct. This exclnding of
“eprints from tive United States would be
the more keaaly felt, as the . Bill
.as retroactive, including every book upon
which copyrignt had not been granted in
Canada at the time of the passing of the
\ct. But the manufacturers of books and
+heir employ.ss would have suffered worst
«f all, in this ' way. - At present the book
nust be made 1n Canada, in order to secure
«xelusive Canadian copyright and exclude
he Ameriea editions.  But under the
roposed Act, n6 Awerican editions could
aave been i'mported ; therefore there would
10 longer be any necessity for reprinting
vhe book in Canada, thus affecting all in-
aerested in book manufacturing.

A petition embodying these arguments
<was prepared, signed by nearly every book
dealer and. publisher in the Dominion, as
well as by representatives of the printing,
bookbinding, paper making and other
trades conaected with book making. The

| petition pointed out also certain defects in

ihe present law.  Under our present law
United States authors (by pnblhhl:g
wimultaneously in England and the Unit
witates), are enabled to-secure copyright in
Canada, without having to manafacture in
Cavada, ahhough Canadians can not
secure copyright in the United States on
any terms. Again, under the operation of
the present Act, the people of Canada are
compelied to buy books by British authors
manufactured in the United States] simply
because the British publisher or author
absolutely refuses to sell the right in
Cunaaa, or more often still throws io the
Canadian market when closing the bargain
with the publisher in New York for the
American market. ;

We in Canada are thus placed in the
humiliating position of having to stand
by, wiin iale hands, and see our markes
supplied by a foreign pub’isher. Talk of
patriotism! Ye gods, but does not the ac-
tion of the British publisher in this respect
smack too much of the dollar and cens
variety !

The effect of these and other arguments
was that the Government gave the matter
enrnest und careful consideration, and fin-
a ly introduced a bill amending the present
Copyright Act, on the lnes suggested by
the Canadian Copyright Association.

Briefly, this new Copyright Act enasts
as follows:

1. Any person domiciled in Canada or
in any British possession, or any citizen of
a8 conatry haviug a copyright treaty with
the Uaited Kingdom in which Canada is
included, may obtain copyright for any
Literary, musicsl or artistio work, for
twenty-eight years,

2. The condition for obtaining eopy-
right shall be that the said work, before or
simultaneou:ly with the first publication

ledged that th

Previous to 1878, the Governor-Gen

instructions expressly  required

not to assenit to wvarious ¢

bills, such as those relatiny
made

hat then are these P
leor‘r:d i" 1867 on the Dominion p
ment? Section 91 of the British
America Act is very pliin on the poin
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