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On Wednesday evening there was an earnest endeavo 
hi find out m what wax tie- ; bools might i-.-tter exjiiess t. • 
needs of th<- eommunity. ' Six >|ieiikers dead w th the su 
jeet, three representing the community, nameix, lh. ( ht 
H. Yrooman, Mrs. < Spofford, and Mr. dames II. Beatt. : 
and three representing the schools Mr. C. A. tergusso 
Miss H. R. Anderson, and Dr. C. C. Sedgxvii k.

I»r. Yrooman in setting forth what the community 
expects uf its teachers in the matter of health, pointed out 
that teachers wen in a very favourahle position to build up 
the health of the natio 1, since “the child teaches in the home 
a great many things he is taught in the school, and in this 
way healthy-living and healthy-thinking1 teaeheis were a
great asset to the State.

Miss Anderson dwelt on the necessity for co-operation 
between the teachers and the home “co-operation, physical, 
mental, and moral, and the greatest of these is physical. 
Miss Anderson taught for s x years in Whitechapel, London, 
and rather startled her hearers by the statement that “physi­
cally, the children of Yancouver are not one scrap better 
than the ch ldreii that I taught in the Last end of London, 
notwithstanding all their superior advantages." “Will you," 
she asked, appealing to the parents, “send your children to 
us at six years of age, not having1 been everywhere and seen 
everything, and done every thing ?" “You know, and I know 
that the crying need of the children of Yancouver today is 
Rest, spelled with a capital R."

This “digest" of the convention is lengthening out more 
than whs intended, so but brief mention will be made of some 
of the many other important matters dealt with.

Credit for pupils who have put in one, two, or three 
years in an educational course, but who have not graduated.

Bible Reading in the schools, with the suggestion that the 
religious dénommât mis get together to agree on thirty or 
forty Bible passages that might be used without offence to
any creed.

I he new I-, 11 trance requirements, and the Junior Hiv 
School in Yancouver.

I nitormity in text books 11 the tour western province
School Libraries.
“The expert quality of tin- service rendered by tl 

teacher.”
In connection with this latter topic it was show 

that with n recent years specialists had come into existem 
in various phases ot the field of education—administrate 
specialists, teaching specialists, and scient tic specialist 
"The world is coming to dsten to the teacher as an expe, 
statnl the speaker on this topic, while another speak, 
to clung mi the same subject remarked that “assistance ca 
he given the schools In the citizen if he will give to t 
members ,.f the teaching profession their due. as experts- 
the r pa 11ic 1 a ine of work."

lo conclude! There was a time, not so long ago, wh 
teaching, in comparison with such professions as thèolo 
medicine, or law, was not seriously considered hv men. 
any rate as a hte vocat on, but was either passed by alt 
gvther. or used, tor a tew years, as a means to somethin 
* !st‘‘ Toila>’ thv hvgiiming of a change in this attitude seen 
t" have set in. There are several reasons. In the first plac 
tile older protestons are relatively overcrowded. Then, 
mdicateu Ill the prveed ng paragraph, the "science" of edtu 
t on has arrived, offering ample scope for the most high 
trained intellects, 'and one may look forward to the time 
tin- not-d,stant future when education will rank anion* t! 
toicnio>t Of the professions. And again, since the tcache 

ax, tonne,1 their own organizatinos there has come amor 
t " m a strong ties re t„ improve their status in the comnmi

ity, and thy realize that there is only one way to do it—by 
raising the standard of their service to the community. 
Requests by the teachers themselves, during the convention, 
for surveys for the purpose of placing education in this 
province on the best possible basis, is evidence of this desire. 
Further, the urging, during the past couple of years, of a 
longer term at the normal school; and, in the recent conven­
tion, the appointment of a committee in the high school 
section to enquire into the professional requirements of other 
places in the matter of qualifications for high school teaching 
furnish additional evidence of the new spirit.

One cannot but express a most devout hope that the 
teaching profession will develop rapidly, as seems to be the 
tendency, and that the best manhood and womanhood of the 
nation will be more and more attracted to the profession, 
for so much of the mental stability and moral integrity of 
the next generation depends upon the teachers of this gener­
ation.
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