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ANNUAL LOVF.-FEAST OF FOO- 
UIIOW MISSION.

First Sunday, Oct. 13, 1870.
This occasion was one worthy of note in 

the history of Methodism in China. The 
services were held in the Tienang (Heaven­
ly Rest) Church at 9 o’clock Sabbath morn­
ing, in Foochow city, Rev. Hu Yong Me 
presiding. Opened by singing a transla­
tion of the hymn commencing, “ And are 
we yet alive,” and by prayer. The chair­
man then read a portion of 1 John, iv. 
chap. ; also Eph. iv. 1-16 ; John xxi. IS­
IS ; and added some brief but very impres­
sive remarks on the responsibilities and du­
ties of the native Church, expressing his 
convictions that times of severe trial were 
approaching, when it might become neces­
sary for them to give up their lives for 
Christ, as Peter did. To fully realize the 
impressiveness of these remarks, as well as 
the significeuce of the numerous expres­
sions of the speakers who followed,of their 
willingness and even readiness to die for the 
cause of Christ, and unworthiness to suffer 
for Jesus, it must be remembered that they 
spoke not unadvisedly, nor without reason, 
as the Chinese journal, published at Shang­
hai, and read by them, had fully informed 
them of the unsettled state of affairs in 
China, resulting from the late Tientsin 
massacre. With these facts patent to their 
minds, they seemed to feel, and almost be­
lieve, that persecution, aud even death, 
might be their lot during the coming years, 
aud the severe persecutions experienced by 
some of them in the past were seemingly 
regarded as only a foretaste of what they 
might expect in the future. The impres­
sions that the Church would have to pass 
through trials and suffer severe scourgiogs, 
were gathered trout a book of martyrs 
which was a few years since translated iuto 
Chinese.

The Lord has certainly been very grant 
ous in bis dealings with our mission work 
in this land, and we surely have great rea­
son for praising his holy name for his ten­
der mercies to the Church, and blessings on 
the seed sown, in causing it to bring forth 
a luxuriant harvest in answer to the pray­
ers of the people. Let the Church continue 
to send up strong petitions to the Heavenly 
Throne in behalf of the mission cause here, 
for “ China is a deep pit,” ns an old mis­
sionary in Foochow has often remarked, 
and needs a powerful light to penetrate its 
depths, and banish the filthy sediment 
which makes the entire fountain of water 
bitter and corrupt. Let the united hosts of 
Ziou come up as one man, leaning on the 
strong arm of Israel’s God, and let the vic­
torious shout ascend the hill of the Lord, 
and with a strong faith claim the promise : 
“ The Lord God will cause righteousness 
and praise to spring forth before all na­
tions.” Isa.lxi.il.

Through the kindness of Dr. Maclay we 
are eu&bled to subjoin some of the remarks 
made by the natives in the love-feast, as il­
lustrative of the spirit which prevailed as 
spoken of above.

While the bread and tea were passed 
around the audience joined in singing, 
“ How tedious and tasteless the hours.”

Rev. Hu Yong Me was first to speak. He 
said : " Last night teacher Sites gave us a lec­
ture on Astronomy, and stated that by the use 
of telescopes we can discover world after world. 
Well,it is just so in my religious experience. I 
am ever and anon discovering new wonders of 
grace, new depths of mercy,new worldsof thought 
in religion. The love of Christ is all in all 
to me. X care less and less for the world, and 
am more and more absorbed in my work as a 
preacher. I see more clearly the importance 
of laying up my treasure in heaven, and am 
constantly impressed with the thought, * What­
soever thy band findetb to do, do it with thy 
might.’ What we have to do, must be done 
quickly. It seems to me wonderful that God 
should count me worthy to suffer for Him ; that 
He should use my vile body even in the fires ot 
persecution to glorify I'lis name. Let us for­
get ourselves and think only of God.

Sia Sek Ong—This to me is an occasion of 
great joy. After a year’s separation we meet 
again in this place to commune with each other, 
and with God. During the year we have had 
many troubles, but I have found that while en­
during the greatest trials, I have enjoyed the 
most peace. It is good to bear the yoke of 
Christ. Last year Bishop Kingsley met with 
us in love-feast ; now his place is vacant on 
earth. When the tidings ot his death reached 
me I could not refrain from weeping. At first 
I could not understand why he was taken away, 
but now the subject grows more plain to me. 
God wants us to trust in Him alone. And then 
the bishop’s example of devotion to Christ will 
not be lost ; it is constantly urging me forward 
to my work. I am fully determined to give 
myself wholly to Christ but I dare not trust in 
my own strength. We are living in the days of 
the Holy Spirit. During the year I have seen 
evidence ot the Spirit’s power in the hearts of 
the people. The condition of things here is 
rapidly changing and I feel that great events 
are about to transpire. Let us all bè faith­
ful.

Li I u Mi—I thank God for the privilege of 
meeting in this place. Like the apostles of 
old, we are a “ spectacle unto the world, to 
angels and to men.” The world hates God ; 
we love him, hence we must prepare for trials. 
During the year two of the members under 

my care have died. They were both my inti­
mate friends, both gave promise of great use­
fulness to the Church, but God has taken them 
away. They died in peace and have gone to 
the Heavenly Canaan. It was a blessed privi­
lege to be with them during their last sickness.

The Bible tells us it is better to go to the 
house of mourning than to go to the house of 
feasting,” and that “ the day of death is better 
than the day ot one’s birth.” These death-bed 
scenes are profitable to us. I know it is not 
customary for the unconverted Chinese to 
speak of such things in their public assemblies, 
but we are not afraid to speak of death in our 
public gatherings. They who die in the Lord 
are blessed ; though they die yet shall they live 
again. The Bible tells us that the dead are not 
lost, they shall live again. We shall meet them 
again in the New Jerusalem, where they shall 
hunger no more, neither thirst any more, nei­
ther shall the suo light on them, nor any heat ; 
for the Lamb whieh is in the midst of the throne 
shall feed them and shall lead them unto living 
fountains ol waters, and God shall wipe a wav- 
all tears from their eyes.

Wong Hieng Tung—I am not a preacher, but 
I am the father of one of those to whom the last 
speaker referred as having died during the year. 
I thank God that I am permitted to meet with 
you. It is a great satisfaction to me to know 
that my son was a Christian. During bis last 
sickness he spoke of his own sinfulness, of his 
utter unworthiness, of his reliance on Christ, 
and of his willingness to depart and be forever 
with the Lord. He urged us all to be faithful 
and try and meet him in heaven. I am grow­
ing old, and had hoped that my son would aid 
me when I was too feeble to work ; but it is the 
Lord who hath taken away my child, and be 
doeth all things well. 1 wish you all to pray 
lor me. I find no pleasure in the world, but in 
the Saviour I enjoy great peace. We love God

more than parents, more then everything else.
So»g 8a O'h teem g—I desire to praise God for 

hie great goodness to me. I have been preach­
ing during the year"* Sine Yew city. Two 
years ago there was not one Chr$tian in that 
city, now we have a flourishing society there. 
Some of the Christians have died in the laith ; 
others have endured violent persecutions ; but 
still the work goes on. Persecutions have not 
hurt us ; I want you all to pray for me.

Li Cha Mi—During the year 1 have labored 
on the Xgu Ching Circuit. We had [some 
prosperity, and a few have been added to the 
Church. I have been happy in my work, and 
yet I mourn on account of my own inefficiency. 
The preacher of the Gospel is like a master 
workman ; the people are like the rough mate­
rial in his bands from which he is to carve arti­
cles for use or beauty. If the workman is skill­
ful, the articles will be well made and durable.
I have asked myself. Why is it necessary at 
times to expel members from the Church ? Is 
it not oftentimes because we as preachers are 
at fault ? We do not instruct the members as 
we should do. When I think of these things, 
sometimes I am sad, and the devil tempts me 
to give up preaching ; but hitherto the Lord 
hath helped me, and I feel ready to devote my 
whole life to his service. I want to die at my 
post and die as a Christian. Son e time while 
travelling my circuit, it occurred to me that I 
might be drowned or killed by the robbers ; 
and as I was stranger there, those finding my 
body would not know that I was a Christian. 
So I prepared a little memorandum stating my 
name, place of birth, and that I am a Chris­
tian. This paper I carry constantly on my per­
son, and it is a great satisfaction to me to know 
that no matter where I may fall, those finding 
my corpse will discover that I am a Christian 
and that I die for Jesus.

Hang Ting Hie.—I praise God for the light 
of the Gospel. Once I was blind, but now 1 
sec. While travelling my Circuit, I have been 
greatly blessed and benefited by the letters of 
teacher Sia, and the quarterly visits of teacher 
Hu. The Bible is now a new book to me.
1 never tire of studying it, and its precepts are 
food for my soul. And yet at times my mind 
becomes careless, and I am disposed to be idle. 
This fills me with sorrow, and I pray the Holy 
Spirit to revive me. I long to imitate the ex­
ample of the ancient martyrs, and give up all 
for Christ. Even with my present poor attain­
ments, I find great pleasure in preaching the 
Gospel. To stay at home is irksome ; I am 
never so happy as when travelling over the 
hills trying to preach the Gospel and bring sin' 
ners to the Saviour. I want to continue in this 
work all my life. Fray for me.

Ting Mi Hi.—I know that the time is pre 
cious this morning, but I trust you will allow 
me to make just one brief statement. During 
this annual meeting we have heard a great deal 
said about the subject of self-support, and I am 
very glad the subject has been introduced. It 
is proposed to establish the Church of God in 
this province, and I am delighted to hear such 
an announcement. Now I want to help in the 
erection of this glorious edifice. If I am not 
fit to be a builder on the walls, I will help to 
carry the stones for those who are worthy to 
be builders ; and if I am not fit to carry the 
stones, I can at least gather the stones into 
heaps for others to carry, for I must do some­
thing to aid in this work.

Hwong Taik Ch'iong.—I have been trying to 
preach the Gospel during the past year, and 
have travelled over a considerable extent of 
country. I often ask myself, “ Why is it that 
people are willing to listen to the preaching of 
such a poor sinner as I am ?” It is all of God.

every person of taste and cultured senti­
ment that the finer specimens extant of old 
Gothic Chorch Architecture are beautiful 
exceedingly. Westminster Abbey, York 
Minster, Strasbourg Cathedral, and very 
many other stately and ornate Gothic piles 
can scarcely be surveyed by any one without 
delight. They are the creations of high ge­
nius in art ; and they are the expressions of 
a piety that, how much soever beclouded 
with overshadowing and chilling supersti­
tions, had yet visions of the King in his 
beauty afar off, and strove to embody in en­
during rock the impressions of its glimpses 
of things and beings celestial. It is to be 
hoped that for many generations to come 
these lovely and majestic fanes may still 
point their pinnacles and spires to the sky ; 
though one cannot withhold the prayer that 
they all may speedily resound with the doc­
trines of the crucified Jesus, the one proper 
Mediator between God and man.

But beautiful and grand in its magnifi­
cence as the Gothic temple oft i mes is, it 
is not adapted to the simplicity and direct­
ness of Protestant worship Protestant wor­
ship knows of no Christian altar but that of 
the cross on which Jesus offered himself 
once for all as an atonement for the sins of 
the world. Protestant worship recognizes 
no priest but the priest forever after the 
order of Melchisadec, who hath passed 
within the veil to make intercession for sin­
ners. Protestantism therefore needs not in 
its worship to shroud the celebrant in the 
mysteries and shadows of the Gothic order, 
Protestant worship is not pictured worship. 
It does not express its reverence, its neces­
sities or its aspirations in symbolic vest­
ments, in bannered processions, in wav­
ing censers, or in the loud chaunting or low 
murmured repetition of prayers couched in 
a language which the worshipper does not 
understand, but which are all in keeping 
with the character of the Gothic style of 
Church Architecture. Protestant worship 
is a rational service, clearly intelligible to 
man as well as to God. In its human as­
pect, it is a first necessity of Protestant 
worship, that the congregation of worship­
pers, led to the throne of the heavenly 
grace, by the conductor of their devotions, 
or instructed by him in the mysteries of 
the kingdom unfolded in the Divine Word, 
should be able to see, aud to hear, their 
minister, and to understand the words that 
fall from his lips. The Gothic style of 
Church building is not naturally well fitted 
to subserve these requirements, but rather 
to some extent to prevent them from being 
satisfied.

Yet during the last twenty-five years,both 
in Europe and America Gothic Architec­
ture has been all the rage among Protes­
tants of every shade. Gothic Churches 
have sprung up as if by magic on every side. 
Millions of dollars have been expended in 
the construction of Church edifices out of 
all harmony with the character of the wor­
ship to be conducted in them, and built in 
defiance of the laws of acoustics. Vast 
sums have thus been thrown away to ren­
der Christian Churches ill adapted to the

He gives me a mouth and wisdom, and inclines l purpose which they were intended to sub-
the hearts of the people to receive the message 
I bring to them. When this Gospel first came 
to Foochow I was only a few years old ; now 
it is spreading all over the country, and I am 
vngaged in preaching it. I desire to give my­
self wholly to this work.

Chiong Taik Liong.—The past year has 
been to me a time of trial and anxiety. We 
have had some success in our circuit, for which 
I praise God ; but the work is difficult, and at 
times I have felt greatly discouraged. This an­
nual meeting has been a rich blessing to me. 
I feel indeed as though I had been blind, and 
had just obtained my sight. I am now resolv­
ed to live or die for Christ. I am unworthy to 
be a preacher of the Gospel, and at times when 
I think of what the ancient Christian martyrs 
suffered, my courage seems to fail. But if God 
is willing to use the sufferings of my vile body 
to promote His glory, why should I not rejoice 
in it ? Pray for me that I may endure unto the 
end.

Jang Taik Ta—I thank God for the mercies 
of the past year. We have passed through 
severe trials, but in the midst of all God has 
preserved us. A great manyvpersons have 
heard the Gospel, and some have turned to the 
Lord. I am very glad that I can preach this 
Gospel to my fellow-countrymen, and in this 
service I am willing to lay down my life. The 
enemy may kill this body, but the soul is be­
yond his power. I expect to live forever in 
heaven.

Wong Hwang Hi.—I have been happy in the 
service of God during the past year, and rejoice 
in the privilege of meeting with you this mom 
ing. The Gospel is the power of God unto 
salvation. I want to see it spread all over the 
country. Pray for me.—Northwestern Advo­
cate.

Dobinrial
WKincsntv, feb’v is, inh.

THE GOTHIC CIIURCH ARCHITEC­
TURE MANIA.

The London Watchman of the 4th of 
January èontained a short review of a work 
entitled Church Design for Congregations 
From the Watchman's account of the char­
acter of this work we infer that it boldly and 
convincingly proclaims certain truths relat­
ing to the Gothic style of church architec­
ture, that for years past have been unfold 
ing themselves to our apprehension with 
ever-increasing clearness. These are that 
while the Gothic architecture is well suited 
to a form of religious worship that rejoices 
in picturesque processions beneath high- 
vaulted roofs, by clustering pillars, through 
long-drawn aisles, that wraps itself in 
dim religious parti-colored light streaming 
through many-tinted glass, that embodies 
mysteries in symbols ^of hidden meaning, 
and that invests the priesthood in its pro­
fessed work at the altar with reverence and 
awe, it is not fitted for those modes of 
worship that are in harmony with the doc­
trines of general evangelical Protestantism ; 
and that therefore some style of church 
building should be adopted for Protestent 
worship more appropriate for the purpose 
than is the Gothic system.

In the abstract it must be admitted by

serve. That is a most regrettable fact.
But upou the whole there is reason to be­

lieve that this Gothic Church mania has 
spent its chief force. The evil resulting 
from having so lar yielded to its sway is 
coming to be acknowledged in influential 
quarters. The enquiry is going abroad 
among men of good taste and sound judg­
ment whether it is not possible to devise 
an order of Church Architecture which 
shall be at once beautiful and in perfect 
harmony with the manifest requirements of 
Protestant worship—an order which shall 
be as much in keeping with the genius and 
spirit of Protestantism as was the Gothic 
order in medieval times with the character 
of the services celebrated in temples illus­
trating the laws of that order. And this 
enquiring will, we trust, at no very distant 
day be practically and satisfactorily ans­
wered in the affirmative, and progressive 
Protestantism will thus be emancipated 
from the tyranny of the incongruous Gothic 
Church idea.

J. R. N.

THE IMMERSIONIST STRONG­
HOLD.

The Baptistic question is now being con­
siderably discussed. It is interesting to 
notice the direction in which the currents 
of immersionist thought and argument now 
set. The right arm of immersionist de­
fence, in these times, is the alleged incon­
sistencies of Pedobaptist divines. The 
Immersionist plan is to name eminent 
clergymen, whose fame is extensive, and 
who have always baptized by the mode in­
dicated by Ezekiel (xxxvi., 25) : “ Then 
will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and 
ye shall be clean and who have regard­
ed the promise as belonging to all believers 
in Christ, aud their children ; and, then, it 
is affirmed, that those Pedobaptists have 
“ confessed” that the Holy Scriptures are 
in direct antagonism to the principles 
taught and practiced by Pedobaptists, and 
are in harmony with the principles and 
teachings of Baptist churches.

I he works that have been written, in 
defence of immersionist dogmas, indulge 
very largely and emphatically in this 
specious style of argumentation. The 
newspapers published in the interests of 
the Baptist creed never weary of telling 
about the “ confessions” of the Rev. Dr. 
This, and the Rev. Dr. That, “ the most 
learned aud the most pious Pedobaptist 
divines,” who during all their ministry re­
ceived infants into the Church by its initia­
tory rite, as Christ himself" in infancy was 
received into the Church by the existing 
rite of his day, and who “ sprinkled clean 
water” both in the baptism of believers and 
of children, and who affirmed that they did 
those things by Divine authority. Those 
Pedobaptists are wrongfully made, by the 
misrepresentations of those periodicals, to 
“ concede” that there is no sprinkling in 
the Bible, and that children are not includ­
ed in Christ’s gracious covenant and com­
mission. The immersionist pulpit repeats, 
in its own way and with its own peculiar 
coloring, as might be expected, what has 
been so often reiterated in standard Baptist 
publications aud periodicals, until the opin­
ion must now somewhat extensively prevail 
among immersionists, that the only minis­
ters of the Gospel of Christ who have any 
conscientiousness, and any faith in princi­
ple, are Baptist ministers.

We think this supposed stronghold of 
immersionists is the most serviceable posi­
tion, in their interests, they can command. 
It is their last resort. One may meet every 
argument they bring from the Scriptures, 
either of the Old Testament or of the New, 
and the worthlessness of their arguments 
may be clearly proved, and then, at last, 
back to this stronghold they run. One may 
prove by the Bible that the visible mode 
whereby water has been applied to the in­
dividual, by Divine direction, has always 
been sprinkling ; and one may show that it 
is God’s symbol of merry and blessing, and 
then, when there is no other resource, they 
will misquote some divine who has always 
practiced sprinkling, and make him appear 
to say ; “ there Is no sprinkling in the Bible 
and Baptist principles are true.”. It may 
be proved that, in God’s covenant with 
Abraham, provision was lovingly’and gra­
ciously made for receiving infants into the 
visible discipleship of the Churcln, by its 
initiatory rite ; and it may be proved that 
Christ did not come to destroy the provi­
sions of the covenant, aud never disturbed 
the existing privileges of infants, and did 
not close this avenue by which they might 
be brought to Him ; aud then, some emi­
nent Pedobaptist divine, in the hands of 
immersionists, is made to “ confess” that 
“ Christ’s loving and gracious covenant 
does not include infants : they are not in 
the communion : and that the Baptists %re 
right on this question, and everybody else 
is wrong.”

Pedobaptists maintain that the truth is 
to be ascertained by appeal to the Word of 
God. The Bible alone is the Pedobaptist 
fortress. For immersionists, however, this 
plau, so popular with them, of introducing 
what they call “ Pedobaptist testimony,” is 
very convenient. They may find it unsafe 
to quote from the Bible. It is less perilous, 
generally, to make sortie Pedobaptist cler­
gyman appear to say what he never meant 
to say, aud never did say. This will apply 
especially to German authors, whose works 
are written in a foreign language and are 
not easily accessible. It is remarkable 
with what facility immersionists grasp at 
this convenient plea : “ the greatest schol­
ars and purest Christians of all denomina­
tions, especially Germans, have admitted 
that the Baptist belief is true.”

This immersionist stratagem does not 
prove that their dogmas are true. At best 
such testimony is but the word of fallible 
man, and is of no weight in this discussion 
It simply proves that either those Pedo-bap- 
list divines arc grossly dishonest men and 
deceivers, or that those Baptist writers, who 
profess to quote from them, bear witness 
against their neighbors which is strangely 
destitute of truth. IIow plausible is their 
sophistry in the hands of au unscrupulous 
controversialist 1 How satisfactory to im- 
mersionists who are not accustomed to de­
tecting fallacies ! What fine execution 
such arguments do with those whose men­
tal vision is not very clear ! We think this 
immersionist stratagem, though it is des­
titute of real value, has done more for the 
spread of their errors than any other plea 
urged by them. Such apparent “ confes 
sions ” from eminent preachers of the gos­
pel would, with most persons, seem con 
elusive, and be an end of all controversy 
and it is not strange that many are deceiv­
ed thereby.

In the Christian Visitor St. John, N. B 
articles have appeared, for several weeks 
past, under the signature of “ Wentworth,' 
professing to furnish testimony of Pedobap­
tist witnesses to the Baptist beiief concerning 
the mode and subjects of Bapt ism.” The in­
terest manifested by many immersionists in 
those articles is suggestive. Congratulait 
ons abound in the Visitor, from brethren in 
different parts of the Dominion. One ex­
cited correspondent recently closed a com­
munication with “ three cheers for Went 
worth.” This is characteristic. Let the 
supposed stronghold be well defended ! The 
readers of the Visitor are, in this way, be­
ing taught that Pedobaptist clergymen in 
considerable numbers “ confess ” their own 
faithlessness to the Bible, to their own min­
istry, and to their life-long practice, and 
“ concede ” that the Baptist belief on the 
question of baptism is scriptural. Went­
worth seems to think, and aims to make 
the inference inevitable that Pedobaptist 
testimony settles the question, and that 
there can’ be uo better proof. We are 
happy to be able to agree partially with 
Wentworth,—-there is no better proof any­
where to sustain the Baptist belief, as the 
Bible does not do it, than the alleged tes­
timony of Pedobaptists.

Before Wentworth’s witnesses are heard 
it were well to ascertain what right they 
have to testify. With what authority do 
they speak ? Of what more weight is their 
testimony than that of the Visitor itself? 
Are not those witnesses, according to Went­
worth’s showing, dishonest men? They 
teach, at the sacred desk, and in the name 
of the Lord, that sprinkling of water is the 
visible symbol of that sprinkling of the 
Holy Spirit by which “ our hearts ” are 
“ sprinkled from au evil conscience ” (Heb. 
10, 22.) They teach that God’s mode of 
washing both the bodies aud souls of men 
is by sprinkling. They teach that infants 
should be received, by the initiatory rite, 
into Christ’s kingdom of the church. But, 
though they teach these truths, they are 
wrongfully made by Wentworth to testily, 
that their own teachings are false, and that 
the Baptist dogmas are scriptural. If Went­
worth be truthful his witnesses are false to 
themselves, to their ordination vows, to the 
church of Christ, and to God ; and there­
fore they are not competent’witnesses. No 
jury in any civilised country would attach 
much importance to the testimony of a wit­
ness so self-condemning as Wentworth 
makes his witnesses to appear. What we 
want is the testimony of truth. Inconsis­
tent, illogical, and untruthful men, as Went­
worth makes his friends appear, in the Vis­
itor, can not speak with authority. What 
does the Bible say? The testimony of the 
Bible alone is conclusive.

But another question arises. Are Went­
worth’s witnesses as disreputable as, through 
his manifestation they appear to be? Ano­
ther point, also claims consideration : have 
those Pedobaptists really been such great 
sinners ? Or, have they rather been egregi- 
ous’y sinned against ? An examination of 
the works of those Pedobaptists will show 
that they have been most disingenuously mis­
represented. Garbled quotations are given, 
which place them in a light never anticipa­
ted by them, and which make them appear 
to say what they never meant to say. We 
purpose next week to review some of the 
testimony which Baptist writers hâve offer­
ed, and to indicate some of the / peculiar 
ways in which immersionists hadtllo Pedo­
baptist divines. »

D. D. Ct’RRIF.

According to the statistics of the “ Year 
Book,” and Almanac of the New York 
“ Observer,” the Methodists in the United 
States have 8,830 ministers ; the Baptists, 
8,747 (including all the branches) ; the 
Presbyterians, 4,238 ; the Congregational­
ism, 8,168 ; the Episcopalians, 2,710 ; the 
United Brethren in Christ, 1,647 ; the Re­
formed (German) 526 ; the Reformed 
(Dutch) 493 ; the United Brethren, 68.

Cir,ir^tiit Intelligence.
CANNING CIRCUIT.

Mr. Editor,—Dear Bro.,—We have 
just held our Home Missionary meeting for 
this Circuit. The Deputation,Sro. Taylor 
from Aylesford, and Bro. Pickles from Ber­
wick were promptly in attendance, and ren­
dered good service, in advocating the claims 
of this important enterprise of our Church. 
Like all of the circuits from which we have 
heard ia reference to this subject, we report 
progress, as compared with former years, 
and that not merely by fifty or one hundred 
per cent, but at least nine times as much as 
that of the previous year. This large in. 
crease, we believe was chiefly owing to the 
tact, that subscriptions, for the first time 
were taken up, in addition to the usual 
collection.

From Canning the deputation and the 
writer proceeded on Wednesday, Feb. 1st, 
through water, soft snow-drifts and ou bare 
ground in and out of their sleighs to Ber­
wick, a distance of nearly twenty miles. 
IV e however felt amply paid for our trouble 
in seeing such a turn out at Grafton, with 
the roads in such a state. The next eve­
ning at Berwick, though the gathering was 
small, the march of progress as at the for­
mer meeting was manifest.

We are sorry to say that Bro. Pickles’ 
state of health is quite precarious. The ex­
haustive and very successful labors of last 
winter were too much for his physical con­
stitution. Bro. Taylor is well and doiug 
well. ,

Yours sincerely/ G. O. H. 
Feb, 9, 1871.

J

CALEDONIA CIRCUIT.

Mr. Editor,—This Home Mission Cir­
cuit being nearly central, between Anna­
polis and Liverpool, and a daily mail 
calling as it passes, makes it a very inter­
esting country place. Its farming and lum­
bering facilities bring a good return, as 
result of labor. We have a warm-hearted 
people and as they enjoy the luxuries of life 
we are not forgotten. A donation was thank­
fully received by us from our Caledonia 
friends, and the use of a Buffalo robe, so 
long as we reside here, purchased by our 
Maitland friends.

The Wesleyan interest is yearly increas­
ing, and we expect at no distent day this to 
be a very desirable Circuit. We have two 
Wesleyan meeting houses, the second of 
which is expected to be opened for worship 
in the spring, a third is contemplated at 
Maitland, the Northern Section of this Cir­
cuit, a site has been procured, and we hope 
to commence operation in the spring.

Our Home Missionary Meetings were 
held, and a deputation according to Finan­
cial District announcement, was expected, 
but to the great disappointment of Minister 
and people, none came. But the meetings 
were not a failure, the amount realized 
doubling that of last year. If ministers ab­
sent themselves from such meetings, as a 
natural consequence, injury to the cause 
must follow. I could not expect the people 
to come out next year to hear such a doubt­
ful députâtiou. That the Home Mission 
may prove to be a great success, Ministers 
must do their duty, and be found at their 
post.

What we most need at present iu Cale 
donia is power, spiritual life, increase from 
~ " For this we pray and work. /

W. W. LoDoe.

-------------------------——

God.

GREENSPOND MISSION7DEATH OF BRO DUTTON.

The Wesleyans on the Mission Station at 
Greenspond, situated on the north side of 
Bonavista Bay, were wont a few months 
ago to deplore the absence of a missionary 
among them. And often during the period 
of pastoral deprivation to which they were 
subjected, implored the Divine Head of the 
Church, to send them a minister of the Gos­
pel, who would lead them to the “ Lamb of 
God,” and be the instrumental means of sa 
ving the souls of men.

Late in the fall of last year they realised 
their much desired object, and with grati­
tude to God, joyfully welcomed the arrival 
of a Brother, who was unknown to the wri­
ter, and will remain so now that he has 
passed away from their midst to join the 
hosts on high, where the light of the sun is 
never needed. He has left them behind to 
mourn his speedy departure from them. 
Soon after our late Bro. Dutton, had enter­
ed upon his evangelical work iu this Island, 
a class-leader called upon me from the 
above named station, and referred to 
hie new Pastor in terms of the most 
pleasing and gratifying character, showing 
that Bro. D. was most loving and loveable, 
and that God had honored bis labors by sa­
ving precious souls. But how inscrutable 
are the ways of Him, who is “ the Judge 
of all the earth,” who only doeth right and 
cannot do wrong.

On the thirteenth of last month, our Bro., 
a stranger in a strange land, far away from 
home and relatives, and unknown to most 
of us, was called away to meet Him, whose 
it is, to say to His creatures at any moment, 
“ It is enough come up higher.” Dr. A. 
Relton of Bonavista informed me that Bro. 
D’s. sufferings were of short duration, they 
are over now forever, and why do we thus 
speak ? Why ? perhaps a sorrowing father, 
or a weeping loving mother, or distressed 
brothers and sisters, far away from the rest­
ing place of a beloved one, may derive some 
consolation from the remarks we have ven­
tured to make concerning their departed re­
lative.

His campaign and warfare for Christ on 
this side of the Atlantic, were short indeed, 
it is finished now for ever, and he rests from 
his labors. The sword of the young war­
rior is sheathed, and he now carries a vic­
torious palm-branch in the heavenly Father- 
land, his armor is laid aside until another 
shall wear it, and in that country, where 
lofty statures, pure and holy, in robes of 
white arrayed, fill the everlasting dwell­
ing, he wears a robe whiter far than the 
snow, his sainted spirit lelt behind when it 
soared aloft to those regions where the win­
try blast is never heard, and the t chill ot 
night is never felt, so it has been, so it is, 
so it will be, until what we know not now, 
or what we know in part, shall bo uufolded 
to us by Him whose voice will wake the 
dead throughout the universe, and under 
whose auspices our end takes place, for thus 
spake the God-man Mediator to His beloved 
servant John, “ I am he that liveth, aud 
was dead ; aud, behold, I am alive forever­
more, amen ; and have the keys of hell aud 
of death.

ing, and I am thankful to report other Joseph Kaye, John Eckersley, S. L. Shannon
churches here are sharing largely in this R. J. Hart, S. F. Bars», Jairus Hart, E w' 
blessing. The people say there has been no fhipman. K. Lloyd, N. Russell, John Forbes
work ot this kind, so powerfully affecting j President_The Sup't
the population since the blessed revival in \ 
former years during the ministry of the 
Rev. Mi. Smallwood.

The Rev. Michael Pickles was with us a ! 
week, assisting very usefully iu this happy ■ 
work.Jthough his home is on another cir­
cuit yet not far from us. The many friends 
of the venerable supernumerary will be glad

Halifax North Cir­
cuit.

Treasurer—Geo. II. Starr.
Secretary—XV. R. McNutt.

POSTAL IRREGULARITIES.

to hear, be is yet iu labors more abundant, 
although nearly 75 years of age, freely 
and cheerfully

Mr. Eoitor,—For t^6 last three months 
The Provincial Wesleyan" (as well as other 

papers) has been very irregular in iu arrival
aiding the work of God in ! at this place. We ought to receive your paper 

surrounding circuits, preaching generally by Wednesday's mail, but it is often Friday,
and sometimes three or four weeks before thetwice and occasionally three times on Sab­

bath, beside pastoral wopk, &e.
W. M. C.

Feb. 9, 1871

BLACK HEAD CIRCUIT, N. F.

Mr. Editor.—We are happy to inform 
you that the Lord has been pleased to favor 
us by reviving his work in this part of the 
harvest field. The more devout of our peo­
ple perceived the workiug of the Holy Spirit 
upon the minds of the unconverted some two 
mouths ago. aud were cheered to find that 
those blessed influences were not like the 
morning cloud and the early dew ; but that 
they bore fruit in an increased seriousness, 
and closer attention to the preached word. 
With the opening of the new year, we held 
a week of special services which proved to 
be “seasons of grace aud sweet delight.” 
After this week of prayer had passed we 
were induced to continue the services. The 
congregations were large aud deeply inter­
ested in the offering up of prayer and praise 
to the great Head of the Church, who gra­
ciously heard us for the bestowmeut of bis 
saving grace. As a result of this heavenly 
visitation the Church has been quickened, 
backsliders have been reclaimed, and care­
less sinners converted to God. Tbe'woilrj" 
among us did uot assume that wild and un­
governable aspect sometimes seen, when the 
devil mixes “ strange fire” with the true, 
and when mere animal excitement is mista­
ke14 by the simple-minded tor the operations 
of the Spirit of God. Our meetings were 
conducted with decorum, aud were pervad­
ed by the presence of him who directs “ all 
things to bo done decently aud iu order.” 
May the good accomplished be soon after 
many days. “ Glory be to the Father, and 
to the Son, and to the Holy (Iliost.” Amen.

G. Forsky.
Black Head, Jana. 30^71 ■

HANTS HARBOR,—N’F’LAND.

Dear Mr. Editor,—A very grave question 
has been askeil more than once, more than 
twice. For these last ten years past, the 
Methodists of Random Arms, (North and 
South, and Smith’s sound.Trinity B ay North,) 
have been asking for a Wesleyan Minister to 
reside among them ; anil shall they ask in vain ? 
Must seventy families lift up their voice for a 
Minister, and shall they not be responded to ? 
Shall between four and five hundred inhabitants 
be left to mourn because the Eastern British 
American Conference cares not for their souls ? 
The people of these Arms think highly of Wes­
leyan Ministers and they are not satisfied to be 
visited by the Hants Harbor Minister two or 
three times during the year. Beside these peo­
ple offer to want the support of a Minister be­
tween sixty and seventy pounds a year ; a sum 
considerably larger th»n is raised on many 
of our Mission Stations. Tile people of Ran­
dom prefer a Wesleyan Minister, to a Minister 
of any other denomination. There are in the 
above named places twelve Saw Mills; and the 
people for the most part of them are in com­
fortable circumstances, and we think that every 
Minister who has been stationed in this Circuit, 
and has visited Random, will bear testimony to 
their kindness and liberality. Said a wise man 
among them a short time since; now is your 
time to stefxrtn. If you don’t send us a Minis­
ter shortly, one of anothei profession is ready 
to give his services. Nay he has already 
erected a house in the midst of our people ; and 
he only waits the word from the Methodists to 
go and officiate among them. Why should we 
lose so large a number ot old and tried friends. 
Remember us at your approaching Conference, 
said a good and influential person to the writer 
ot this sheet a short time ago. There are 
about ^50 members of society residing there 
whose piety is unquestioned ; and in some of 
them the Holy Spirit “ dwellcth richly.” Say 
then Mr. Editor is not this a grave) question 
“ Shall they have a Minister.”

• Tho*. Fox.
January 17th, 1871.

$lisetilantons.
CONSTITUTION t

or

I remain dear sir, yours tru 
Catalina, Jan. 11, 1871

UILLSBURG CIRCUIT, N.S.

Dear Mr. Editor,—A very powerful 
religious movement is going on in our com­
munity at this present time. It commenc­
ed in the week of prayer. The members of 
onr Church and congregation are partici­
pating largely in this blessed work of God 
through the power of the Holy Spirit. Last 
evening we had a large and powerful meet

THÏ HALIFAX AND DARTMOUTH AUXILIARY 
WESLEYAN HOME MISSION SOCIETY.

Adopted January 80th, 1871. 
Preamble.—That this Meeting cordially ap­

proving of the object which the Home Mission 
Society of the Conference of Eastern British 
America, has in view, viz : “ the sustentation of 
the workjof God on those more recently occupi­
ed fields of labor whieh may with propriety be 
regarded as Home Missions, and its extension 
to destitute portions of territory yet unoccu 
pied ”—does hereby resolve to form an Auxi­
liary Society for the purpose of co-operating 
with the above, to be called the “ Halifax and 
Dartmouth Auxiliary Home Mission Society 

That each person subscribing not less than 
one dollar annually shall be a member of the 
Society, and shall be entitled to receive a copy 
of the Minutes of Conference containing a re­
port of the proceedings of the Society, with 
the names of the Subscribers for the year.

That each subscriber |to the amount of twen­
ty dollars shall be a Life Member of the Soci­
ety.

That the business of this Society shall be 
conducted by a Committee composed of the 
Ministers of the Halifax North, South, and 
Dartmouth Circuits, and sixteen laymen, with 
a President, Treasurer and Secretary, of whom 
seven shall form a quorum.

That an Annual Meeting of this Auxiliary 
shall take place in the month of January, or at 
such time as the Committee may appoint, when 
a report of the proceedings during the past year, 
and the Treasurers account during the same pe­
riod shall be presented. The election of offi­
cers shall then take place.

That it shall be the duty of this Committee 
to aid the funds of the Conference Home Mis­
sion by making collections and soliciting sub- 
triplions the amount ot which after deducting 
incidental expenses shall be remitted yearly to 
the Treasurer of<he Conference Society.

The presidency ot this Auxiliary shall be in­
terchangeable between the Superintendents of 
the Halifax North and South Circuits.

This constitution may be amended at any gen­
eral meeting, previous notice having been given 
in calling it ot the proposed alteration.

That the following gentlemen constitute the 
committee for the ensuing year :

Messrs. J. B. Morrow, C. H. M. Black, D. 
H. Starr, R. W. Fraser, E. Jost, W. H. Webb,

papers come to hand, ami then in|such a dirty 
condition, as to he almost illegible. Happen­
ing to be at the Post Office a few days ago, we 
were shewn a parcel of the *• Halifax Citizen" 
directed to “ Portuguese Cove” while a bundle 
of the •• Halifax Reporter", due that mail had 
tailed to put in an appearance.

The interests of the “ Provincial Wesleyan” 
are very seriously prejudiced by this careless­
ness 011 the part ot the clerks in the General 
Post Office at Halifax. A short time ago a sub­
scriber to your paper told me that he intended 
to discontinue the paper, alleging as the reason 
thaï the paper was often a week and, sometimes 
a month old before he received it.

As we pay a pretty heavy postal tax upon 
newspapers now, we have a right to demand 
regularity from the hands ot Post Office Offi­
cials.

Hoping that these few hints may have their 
desired efleet.

I am, yonrs truly.
Dock RILL.

Musguodoboit Haroor, Peby.Z
rs truly,

C. W. Dock 111 

Peby. 11, 1871.

STATISTICS OF THE 
CANADA.

CLERGY OF

The following statistics ot the clergy in the 
Dominion of Canada have been compiled from 
Lovell’s forthcoming Directory. In any gen­
eral summing up ol Methodists, tbe Bible 
Christians must be reckoned. The different 
churches are hero arranged in order according 
to their numbers ;
(1) Roman Catholics :

Ontario.................................. 197
Quebec..................  890
Eastern Provinces............... 188

Total. 1276

(2) Methodists :
Wesleyan Methodists—

Ontario and Quebec.........  587
Eastern Provinces............. 150

Methodist Episcopal............. 190
New Connexion Methodists - 113
Primitive Methodists................ 89
Bible Christians....................... 58
British M. E.............
Independent M. E........

(3)

Total. 

Presbyterians .

Presbytery of S 
Eastern Provin

Stamford 
Provinces..... 

Church ol Scotland........

Total.

6
111
188

605

(4)

(t)

Church or England :
Ontario................................ 826
Quebec.................................. 136
Eastern Provinces......... .. 193

Total.................

Baptists :
Regular Baptists.................
Free-will Baptists.................
Free Christian.......................

Total................. .

654

408
35
27

470

(6) Other Denominations :
Congregationalists ............    89
Evangelical Association.........  31
German Lutheran..................  24
Canada Christian Conference. 24
United Brethren... .............. 22
New Jerusalem Church.........  7
Christians................................ 6
African Baptists...,1............ 4
Jewish Synagogue................. 3
Lutheran............   8
Unitarians.............................. 2
Universaliste I......................... 1
African Episcopal................... 1

Total. 276

Grand Total.................... 4603
It will be seen from the above statement that 

the evangelistic agency of Methodism in the 
Dominion is very large. II our army of local 
preachers be reckoned, we venture to say that 
Methodism is tar in advance of every other 
church in its facilities lor evangelistic work. 
It is remarkable that the whole number 
of Presbyterian ministers in tbe Dominion 
is just one more than tbe Episcopalians. 
In tbe printed tabular statement received free 
Mr. Lovell tbe Church of Scotland is not reck­
oned as Presbyterian, and the Bible Christiana 
are not reckoned as Methodists.— Toronto 
Ouardiun.

A SWINDLER IN THE WEST.

A correspondent in Annapolis county sends 
us the following A man ot German de­
scent, about live feet ten inches in height, with 
auburn colored hair, a lull red face with a 
youthful moustache and imperial, having shaved 
off his side whiskers tq_prevent recognition, 
has been prowling about the county of Anna­
polis as a pretended fortune seeker fer differ­
ent families, under the assumed name of Miller 
in one locality and Kent in another, thereby 
securing his board and extorting what be can 
6# false pretences. Now this renegade, who 
bears tbe prominent characteristics of pick­
pocket, swindler, impostor and demon, pre­
tends to be a devout Wesleyan, taking 
an active part in religious meetings of 
that society by way ol introduction, and 
carries with him a Wesleyan Missionary 
Report, from which he selects his victims upon 
whom to operate. He has been known to cor­
respond with parties throughout tbe Province 
preparing the way for his villianous practice. I 
wish to apprise the public of this impostor that 
he may be apprehended and assigned a position 
that bis nefarious conduct aud Judas like piety 
merits. He’s a wolf in sheep’s clothing."

tètmal intelligente.
NOVA SCOTIA LLUlhLATl’KK.

On Monday tbe Cth inst., the House pre* 
sen ted the address to the Lieut. Governor in 
answer to his opening speech. Tbe Standing 
Committees tor the Session were appointed j 
several petitions were presented and a lew Bills 
were introduced.

On 1 uesday—The Hon. Provincial Secretary 
laid 011 the table ol the House the Correspon­
dence between the Dominion Government and 
the Local Lxecutive respecting the new Provin­
cial Building ; and at the same time in a long 
»|>cech, explained ami earnestly defended the 
course which had been pursued by this Govern­
ment of the Province in regard to this matter. 
From his speech it would appear that the 
amount now in dispute is about *100,000, be­
ing the sum expended in tinishing the Building 
alter the first ol Juiy, 1607—and the interest of
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