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London,

festival of t ret n of
which 8 p m
Dy wa L b the
Church to comm 1 K
of Circumeision to which e w th
jected in accordance with the

tion of the Old Law wh

)

male children should H
the eighth day after birth to siguif}
that they re cons ted to God
Circumeision was a figure of the
sacrament of baptism, which was es

tablished by Christ under the New Law
as the d
become members of the Church of God.
of Christianity

v by which all persons are to

Since the establichment

baptism has become obligatory and
Cireuinc
The c¢

a painful one, as it was performed by

n has been abolished.

remony of Circumcision was
a shedding of blood. It was endured
by our Lord to teach us subjection to
the of the and of
¢ civil society, though by the terms of

laws both Church

the law iteelt His miraculous birth by
a Virgin did not render him subject
to it.

Tha feast of the Circumcision was

not established so early as many other
ery thereof was

feasts, though the my

always regarded as important, as it
was the first positive suffering endured
our Lord in 1¥s
wnkind, It
celebrated lic
the be

the Church justly feared

for us by work of re

deeming appears that as

the Pag entious feasts

on or abou zinning of January,

that the hold

ing of a 1ous festival at the same
time ¥ 1 be to ( nt an en
courag t to Pagan licentious: 1
but at b passi f Pagan |
odsery th I o loi
ixisted, and tl Ch 1 stiva
b an to yhser lin the fourth, or
a i N t 1
O 1 I the ( umeision a
brated with el cings
yw Y D
Chrjstia hould 1
nning New Year t y a
dp inwh heymay have
lge the p wed to begin a
Yoar in the 1 God
1 v the hearty 6 of (
tha v i d rve th W h
Cl nwin ho w IHis birtl
on Chri ia peace men  of
good-will nd secure what we earn
estly wish to ou lers and
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| epitome of

! and retained pari
!and that due honor and vener

The Rev. Father Tracy of Toronto
cathedral and *‘Catholiz Layman”
have already exposed Dr. Langtry's

{ effort to make the public believe he

wag quoting St. Thomas from the orig-
inal, wherea

was only quoting an

no repute, and his quota

tions were mnot to be found in St

homas’ own work. DBut we pass over
nis consl l' ‘f”;"! .l.“i“. -'v‘:' aocirine
of the Catholic Church is well-known
in regard to images. In the words of
the Council of Trent :

“The images of Christ, of
the Virgin Mother ¢f God and
of the other saints are to be had

icularly in churches,
tion are
to be given them, not that any divin
ity or virtue is believed to be in them
on account of which they are to be
worshipoed, or that anything is to be
asked of them, or that tri is to bhe
reposed in images, as was of old done
by the Gentiles who placed their hope
in idols ; but because the honor which
is shown them is referred to the orig-
inals which those ima represent, so
that through the images which we kiss
and before which we uncover the head,
wa adore Christ, and we venerate the
saints whose similitude they bear.”

Nothing can be more clear than this,

"y
ahe

of their orig

in

images remind us
inals, and we venerate the image by
some outward while we adore
the saint whom
represents. This is pre
cisely what Protestants do before the
image or statue of the (QQueen, or of
80me great statesman or general, the
only difference being thatin the latter
case, as the images are of those in
civil position, the relative honor paid
to them is of civil or secular character,

gign,

Christ, or reve

ence
the image

while in the case of the honor paid to
the images of Christ and His saints it
necessarily partakes of a religious
because it is directed
toward God, or the saints who have
been God’s special friends and faithful
ser The reverence shown to
sacred images is similar to that shown
by mewmbers of Parliament to the
mace, a senseless objeet, but which is

character,

ants.

understooed to be the emblem of royal
authority : hence whenever they pass
the table on which it is placed, they
are expected to bow reverently toward

it

Is this idolatry? Surely Dr. Langtry

will

tsay that the British laws which

is Church what it have

Il th the
I'mpire to be idolat the
rlorious 2fo six

accomplished,

the people wore deli cd

n the idolatry of Rome of which he
complains

But what are we to say of the word
of ti rreat St Thomas who  asserts

that latria is the worship shown to the
images of Christ ?
Thoma

repute,

Simply this: S

was a theologian of very high

and in his Summa he

areat
gives his theological views

the (

infallible

e is a

theologian of hurch, but he

not the authority of the

Church itself, and if on any oce

he makes a statement which iscontrary
to the definitions of the Church, to the
Church we must adhere in preference
N

that St. Thomas has made a mistake

ertheless, we must not say lightiy

He is not in the habit of making mis

andif the pas

takes in his theology,
sagein questionbe carefully examined,

it will

bo found that his teach

" Christ as matter, as carved or painted propagate

wood ;5 for reverence is due only to

rational being.” (3: question 25

To make this explanation complete,

we must add that though this view of

Doctor is cepted by

many, L } Are some theologiaus who

do not adopt it.

The learned Bossuet said coneerning
tois passage |
“St.  Thomas to the
cross the worship of which |
ig the hi st worship, b wxplains |
| himself saying that it is a relative |

he

latria which is the highest 3
| cause it is referred to Jesus Christ.
| Who can blame this sense 7 Cortainly
no one |
may be set aside, as Father P
| done without heeitation.”

tau has

But whether the explanation of St.

Thomas be accepted or not,jno Catholic

{ has any other thought than to adore
| Chris

alone when kneeling hefore the

sentation of IHis erucifixion.

re
1

Aunother element used by Dre, Lang

try for the purpose of ereating confus-

mindg of the public is the

use of the words adore

i ion in the

d worship.

These words have not always meant
the honor which is due to God alone,
even if we could say that they are now
confined to that meaning, which can-
not strictly be said. We bhave in evi-
dence of this the use of the term “‘Your
Worship " in addressing a mayor or a
jndge, or the rite of solemnization of
matrimony in the Church of England
wherein the bridegroom is directed to
say to the bride: ‘* With this ring 1
thee wed, and with my body I thee
worship.”

Isit really the case that Anglican
hushands are obliged to worship their
wives ? Surely not, in the sense of
giving them divine honor. Neither
do Catholics worship the saints or
images of saints, if we are to under-
stand thereby giving them the honor
due to God.
honor the saints as friends of God and
workers of good, in accordance with
the word of God which says : ** Glory
and honor and peace to every one that
worketh good.”” The images of the
ts are houored only because they
nind us of the saints and their vir-
tues,

But we reverence and

and no reasoning of Dr. Langtry

will convince the world that Catholics

worship them, in the sense }
the word worship is commonly, though
)

not always, used

image of Christ erucified has

banished

oratories by

The

heen indeed from churches

| and many Protestant sects

)

out there arve «

that retzin

rysdenomin-
a8 may he seen
churches aud

votably in St Paul's, London (Eng.),
where a recent effort on the part of
some of the congregation to drive it

out was unsuccessful,

For what purpose was it placed there?

Was it that it might b

d, or

shono

hould he revered as remind
the death of Christ. We
was with the latter inten-
tion, and that is precisely the purpose
which Catholics use the
reminds us of Christ's
and teaches us the lesson of

presume 1t
for same
emblem. It
agony,
resignation to God's will, and of grati-
tude for the work

the

of our Redemption
IHis blocd
upon thecreoss. It matters not so much
in which way Catholic theologians ex
plain in what manner we reverence the

through shedding of

o A crose, the fact remains that is to Ct
Cou f Trent in he passage v i %
I d uoted Y the reveren is offered which is svg
3 ‘l' ¢ : ) : sted to us, and made more lively by
g 7 ARCSLION | vhe vivid t aching of the image of Him
who was crucified for us.
L6l
old 1aw, n 1 i :
ks e | DR. TEMPLE AS A RITUALIST,
h a k } re is a great commotion among
mindex token juamdam  siq- | P ek 4 J =
that.  ‘uheouseh , | Low Churchmen of England in conne
I ith in the excellence of | tion with the appointment of Dr,
angels an lints may be impressed | Temple, the new Archbishop of Canter-
and strengthened in the minds of bury, who is accused of being in the
"""I‘ e SR TS ?’I:l‘ﬂif -.\l hearing (;l\niv-«inns and giv-
MOH ; naterial | jne priestly absolution. The troubl d
n th verel is shown at all, | 1, Churchmen might desire some
) ! Nt or personage repre- | aongolation from the Pope's Bull de-
d by 1t = _! homas for this rea- | ajariy g Anglican orders invalid, for
m mak a distinction between the they may thereby rest assured that the
reverence paid to the image of a saint ! Primate’s absolutions will be of no
and to that of Christ. A saint is hon- | }

iture, ar

1 only the |

avail, as the right and authori y to

Om- | pronounce absclution depend primar-
ydue to creatures ffered he | " :
ue i v oftered to the | iy upon the validity of priestly orders
in but to Christ we give ¢

wdoration, and therefore

Iy whom we hono
the

while

through
supreme :

honeri

Hia
His

, and therefore

‘*as Christ

wtored the -adoration of

adored with

the

meaning is

is thus

wdored but Christ Himself of whom the
This

himself :

homas

to the image of

such as are to be found in the Catholic
The Pops

plaasing to Low (

Churcl s Bull should be

hurchmen, as it pro-
res what they thomeelves are so

of asserting, that

the Anglican
ire not Catholie priests with the
power of offering sacrifice and 2iving
absolution for sin,

It is ouly of recent

years thkat Dr.

ism, as in former days he was even re- | object :

rarded

as ha o 0i \d ot b thia 8 1
as ho contributed one of the art c'es to

he celebrated book “ Essays ard Re-

views " which was issued in order to mage, formerly of N

in which |

i
|

if the expression displeases, it §

!
|
|
|
|

the people of England,

Dr, Temple is not the first Anglican
being in the firs
place of L.ow or DBroz

31

wp who from

d Church convie-

tions, has afterward gone into High-

Churchis

It would appear
E

7 of the pal office

eater opinion of

Bishops become a

Churchism or Ritualistic beliefs,
The cel

be fresh in the memory of many of our

wbrated ** Reredos case '

reader

bers Bishop Temple's London con-

gregation attempted to have removed
from St. Paul's church a crucifix and
a statue of the Blessed Virgin which
the B had caused to be erected
therein, but the Bishop triumphed by
obtaining a decision of the Court in
his favor. It appears, therefore, that
the Ritualists not
thwarted in their effort to reintroduce

op

are to be easily
into the Church of England practices
which were decidedly rejected by the
Reformers of the sixteenth century.

A generation has made a great
change in Anglicanism, and there are
now more than seven thousand clergy-
men in I

nglavd who maintain High
Church views, so that in thousands of
churches services are conducted which
would astonish such thorough-paced
Reformers as Cranmer and Jewel, and
even Archbishop Laud, who though he
was regarded as higher in his eccles-
iastical views than most of the clergy
of his time, would be wonder stricken
to observe that Anglicanism has made
so much progress towards the readop-
tion of Catholic practices and doctrines
within a short time.

Dr. Temple has not as yet had time
to announce his intentions regarding
the manner in which the | Pan-Angli-
can Council is to be conducted in
1507, but we may be sure he will not
fall short of the claims made by his
predecessor, that he is the successor of
the first Archbishop of Canterbury
who baptized King Lucius, and that
therefore it is pecuiiarly appropriate
that the eighteen hundredth anniver:-
ary of the baptism should ba cele-

But
as agan was a rmissionary sent by a

Pope, St. 1

brated in his cathedral in 1897,

eutheri

18, it would be dit-

ficult for one who talks of Papal usur-

ms te sustain the claim. Never-
to be held,

and reiguned so

s the celabration is

ing Luciug lived
long ago it is not hard to lay claim to

the ¢o modern Church
fE t date, and some

21 im

naonia will ha e 1 thatt
I p! 111 b that t

{s correct, though it is no easy matter

, in view of the fact that

to maintain

there is plenty of authentic testimony
to disprove it,

PRACTICAL RELIGION,

We by no means accuse Protestants
of being generally lax in the perform-
ance of good works, or corporal works
of mercy, which consist 1n relieving
the necessities of the poor and dis-
tressed.

There is a natural feeling of sym-
pathy for our neighbors which leads
every human being to relieve distress
when he meets it ; and Protestants,

and even infidels, possess this feeling,

and act upon it by doing works of
nercy. Hence we have houses of in
dustry, hospitals, refuges for orphans

and asylums for those who have not

their right mind, and Protestants con

tribute liberally to their mainten

anco. DButitisto be feared that it is

often more through merely human

motives and sentiment

that these
good works are done, which should ke
founded vpon the love of God in order
to be deserving of a reward in the

nextlife. It must be remarked that the

precopt of love for our neighbor is
subordinated by our Lord to the first
great precept of the law, which is
‘ Thou shalt love the Lord thy God
with all thy heart, and with all thy
soul, and with all thy mind, and with
all thy strength.” St. Paul also puts
us on our guard against imagining
that we have done all our duty when
we have given our goods to the poor,
‘It T should distribute
all my goods to {eed the poor, and if I
should deliver my body to be burned,

for he says:

and have not charity, it profiteth me

nothing

This charity which is necessary is
the pure sincere for God
which leads us to the fulfilment of His
will in all things. In no other way
can we explain why the Apostle tells
us that charity is the highest of the

and love

mple has inclined to High-Church- | virtueswhich have God for their direct

“And now there remain

as Latitudinarian, inasmuch | Faith, Hope, Charity, thesa three, but

the greater of these is Charity."”
Oa Sunday, the 20th iust., Dr. Tal-

sw York, but now

l

\
e occupant a |

|
oftice, and thus | the endeavor to

cted with High | lionaires by

, in which Low Church mem- |

! sigted very strongly on the duty of

t | good works, making a powerful appeal | to the

to put religion into pr 6. There |

'l . , )
Latitudinarianism among | of Washington, preached on the sub- ’ put them under hypnotic influence,
| ject of ‘¢ Practical Religion,” and in- | which ig all the more dangerous as the

secrot of its exercige is still a mystery

eneral public.

are too many who imagine that all RESPONDENTS,
> |
they have to do for God is to got | D.—The crosier is the pastoral stafy
church on Sunday, whereag during the AR b1 ; S e
ek they are wholly occupied with | A
ake themselves mil- |,

any meauoas

| usury, neglect of the poor

H g
will | tressed, with a total forgetfulness that

God should be the end of all oursctions,

give themselves to uncharitable

gossip and even hatred of enemies,

Others

specially love, tippling and other

vices. They imagine that they can

settle the matter with God by going to |

|
i
{
|
|
|
{
envy even of those whom they shonld |
|
|
!
ng to |
church on Sunday, by subscribing to |
public collections, or perhaps even by |
building a church or a hospital, or a |
school house, or a university, and they

idea that
this will lead the Lord to overlook their
swindling cf

{ delude themselves with the

the weak, or their other |
evil habits,

Religion must be practical in order
to please God. God must be in view
in all our actious, ard they must be
done for Him, and in obedience to His
law,

Dr. Talmage ingists strongly on the
necessity for good works. He says:

“*The Roman Catholic Church has
been charged with putting too much
stress upon good works and not enough
upon faith. I charge Protestantism
with putting not enough stress upon
good works as connected with salva-
tion. Good works will never save a
man, but if a man have not good works,
he has no real faith and no genuine
religion.”

It is one of the most curious features
of Protestantism that it made war upon
good works from its beginning, and
belittled them by declaring that they
are not at all necessary for salvation ;
in fact Luther maintained that they
are an obstacle. The force of the pas
sage in the Epistle of St James, part
of which Dr. Talmage quoted as his
text, was evaded by Luther by his pro
nouncing the whole epistle to be an
‘‘epistle of straw.” The pas
“ But wilt though know, O vain
that faith without works isdead ?

I'or as the b

g6 18 :

man,

without the spirit is

dead, so also faith without works is

dead
Individual Prot

stants ware better

than

their for there
was not a sect which
did not adopt the doctrine

of Luth

concerning good

works
Individuals, however, acted-upon the

~
)

holic doclrine

which require

but also tells us that good 1ks

are

necessary for salvation., It
who

say on the last day :

to those

do good works that Christ will

ve blessed of niy Father,
the kingdom prepared for you
trom the foundation of the world. For
I was bhungry, and you gave me to
eat : I was thirsty and you gave to me
drivk : T was a stranger and you took
me in,"”

Our Lord tells us that when we do
these things for the poor, we do them
to Him. This doing of goed, and the
avoidance of evil comprise the obliga-
tion of practical religion, without
which religions professions are but a
pretence, and these good works should
arise out of a desire to love and serve
God by doing His will, and not be per
formed merely through a natural ab
horrence which is felt when we witness
the sufferix

of others,

HYPNOTISM

[t seems to be an authenticate

that the hypuotic influer

ity, and many strange occurrences are
the result. It has

evil minded

been asserted that
hypontizers have even
caused those whom they hrought under
control to commit murder and other
fearful crimes. A curious occurrence
in connection with hypuotism has just
taken place in New York, if the ac
count given can be relied upon. A
hypnotizar, Barton M. Main, of Illinois,
compelled a Miss Whitman to marry
him a few days ago in Jamestown, N,
Y., while she was under hypnotic in-
fluence. The young woman, it is
said, has no recollection of the marri
age, and can hardly believe that {
took place,

though the evidence is
complete regarding the fact, The

maunis very objectionable to the bride,

who was previously ongaged to an-
other young man whom it was fully
her intention to marry. She is Il(ﬂl\’
seeking a divorce from the alleged
hypnotizar

There large amount of evi-
deunce that hypnotism has been put to
much ovil use ; and
especially those

is a

young people,
are apt to be easily in-

fluenced by sirong-willed persons,
should be on their guard against

hypnotizers, and all who endeavor to

| Abbots th

igiou

{ crosier, ete., is given by the DPope,

yeunerally Bishops

though they are n

1
These are called Mitred Abbots, thei
designation being in Canon Law

Abbates de mity From

ier have

SOme-

nes been popularly called “ Crosiered

the

bbots” from y fact that t

3 crosier

RiBER, —~*'I5 2 man justified in

whatever ch

irch he belongs

12 to his conscience ?"

that in instituting
one C intended that

should become members of it, for He

wurch Christ

all
commands us to ‘‘ hear the Church.”
Hence the catechism tells us that all
are obliged to belong tothe true (Cath-
olic) Church, and none can be saved

cut of it. Nevertheless il is admitted

that those who are in invincible ignor-
ance of the true Church are not guilty
of disobedience to the law by not be
coming outwardly the
Catholic Church, Those who by ex-
amining the claims of the Catholic
Church would bs in the way of find-
ing out the truth are not in invincible
ignorance and they are not excused
for their neglect of the necessary ex-
amination,

members of

From this it will be seen
that some of those who have an erron-
eous conscience, believing in a false
system of religion, are excused from
sin on this account because they arein
invincibla ignorance

but those who

are in an ignoraace which can be re-

moved by taking the necessary trouble

to do so, are not excusable for their
negilect.

Here it may be asked how are we
to reconcile this with the statement of

the Catechism, that out of the true

Church there is To this

no salvation,

we ans lics regard those

who :

ignorance, and

who reall;
and who are willing

when ki

to embrace it
of the Cath

they are sin

)Wn, a8 members

olic Church, if, besi 3
- i

cerely endeavoring to ¢ t

Ged. Tt

C

to be

e laws ol

'y belong to the soul of the

urch, though outwardly they appear

outside the one fold.

EDITORIAL NOTES.,
Tuw Canadian M
of the League of the Sac

x\p‘!ﬂh‘.'

senger, the

red Heart

1ip of Pre
a welcome

', has always been
monthly
sanctum ; and we were delighted to
note the

visitor to our

apparent evidences of its
prosperity in the enlarged and other-
wise very much improved appearance

of its initial number for 1567,

to 7'he Messenger !
Wiite so much clamor is being

raised whenever the

discovered in

least defect of
management is

Cathali b Sk e .
vatholic .\l'll"(u, 1t 1s interesting to o!

any

serve that the Protestant schools are
50 free of detfect that

claim to be

not they may

1

fair

3 for all the
schools of the Dominion. The Protest
ant Board of Montreal have

found 1t necessary to administer a pub

a model
School

lic reprimand to one of
who

its teachers
had invented a novel

punishing pupils in kind for the faults

mode of

they committed against discipline. A
boy who was found with tobacco in his
possession in the school-room was com

pelled to drink water in which some of
the tobacco had been steeped, and was
sickened by the potion. The punish

ment by public rebuke was certainl:
not over severe.

iy

It 1s very confidently expressed by
the partisan and anti-Catholic press
that the Manitoba school question is
once for all removed from the arena of
Federal politics, aud the recent elec-
tion of Mr. Snetsinger, the Liberal can-
didate for Cornwall and Stormont, over

Mr. Leiteh, is approvingly spoken of as
an evidence that thie Catholic congtitu-
ency is in favor of Mr., Laurier's set
tlement. Experience should show that
Catholics will not be satisfied with &
system which only allows a few schools
to ba established, which shall be nom-
inally under Catholic control, where
an average of twenty-five Catholic
i children can be maintained,! which
{ will be in localities whers there are at
| least fifty Catholic children, What the
' Catholics of Manitoba want is schools
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