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THIX CATHOLIC RECORD.

. oxoesses, deeming himself at the point

GEORGE IV.'S WIFE

AN UNKCROWNED CATHOLIC QUEEN.

Messrs. Longmars and Co., London,
nave just published a work entitled
o Mre. Fitzhsrbert and George 1V, o
ny Mr. W. H. Wilkius, in which, by
gpecial permission of the King, is now
male public the a tual facts connected
with ¢he marriage of His Mujesty’s

royal grand nucle to the good Catholie
woman whose name forws part of the
title cf tte work. The 1 by

tory to
Mr., Wilkins is highly intere sti
ing as it does much light on the com

cast

the iotou

plex characterist ies of )
wonarch, who, having firet swo wich
profousd blaspbemy thit he merer
would consent to Catholicem ncipation
yielded to the banded wight of the

d by the genius

people of Ireland, guice
reced by the

of O' onnell, and
soldierly determination of the Duke o
Wellington, [t appears that, entruste
by wmembers of My "‘:!'/"‘.V}\ltll'n
family with the fask of preparivg ler
definite biograpby, Mr. Wilkins applied
for permission to break open the
famous packet in which she enclosed
the documeants that she deemed essen
tisl to her ultimate justification, and
which wes deposited at Coutt s Bank,
in 1833, under the seals of Lord Albe-
marle and Lord Stourton, as her trus
teos, and of the Duke of Wellivgton,
who acted as the executor of George
IV. His request appears to ve led
to the removal of tie papers to the
nrivate archives at Windsor early in
the presert ycar, but King Edward
allowed him to inspect them, and to
'opy 8o inuch of their ¢ ntents as was

essential to Lis purpcse. Too much
wraise can scarcely be accorded King
Wdward for his action. When Mrs.
Fitzherbert first attracted theattention
of George Prince of Wales, she had
already been twice married. Mary

Ann Smythe had been herm viden name,
\nd both her parents eame of vld North
51 Epg'and Catholic fami ie:, Hefather,
2 yoanger son of a baronet, € xcluded by
is faith from any honorable public
ywloy ment in his native land, had for
some time Leld a cor in the
Austrian army. She herself was born
in 1766 in Shropshire. Like most girls
f her religion aund station, the was
sducated at an Boglish conve at
Paris. Throvgh all vieissitudes ol
{ortune she steadfas:ly adhered to her
ereditary creed.

The Prince of

mission

Wales fell madly in
ove with the beautiful widow, but she
rejected all his overtures until  he
wetually attenpted suic ide in conse
uence of her refusal to aecept his
ddrosses. On the 15th f Desember,
1785, she was 8¢ cretly we ded to the
Prince at ber home in Park sireet by a
eotestant minister. The decrees of
Council of Trent bearing on the
subject not having been promulgated
n England, the union, though irregu-
ar, was not invalid. It is ot surpris
ng that something more than ruwors
i (he ceremony being in contemplation
;ad become current, for reticence w:is
23 little an abiding element of the
bridegroom's character as veracity.
Five days before thoe event Fox wrote
the Prince a long letter, in which he
pointed out clearly the dangers of such
. step, though, indeed, they
sufliciently obvious. Under the terms
»! the Act of Settlement anyoune who
married a Roman Catholic was barred
from the Throne—auni Mrs. Fitzherbert
was Roman Catholic. By the Royal Mar
lage Aot of 1870 fal con
ract ontered into without the King's
sonsent by a member «f the Royal
family who Lad not yct reached the age
f twenty-five was declared noll — and
the Prince was only twenty-three, and
sertainly had not the King's consent,
The witnesses at the marriage cere
mony were the bride’s Catholic uncle
and brother, while the certificate of its
having taken place was written by the
Prince of Wales aud signed by him, his
wife, and the others present. Thuis
certificate, thanks to the King, is now
published for the first time. There is
00 good reason why we should recouut
in these columps the story of the dissi
pations ard general misconduet of the
Prince until at last, harrassed by duus
and the importunities of his father,
George III., he decided to forsake his
wife and marry the unfortunate Caro
line of Brunswick, from whom he separ-
ated shortly after the birth of their
only child, the poor Princess Charlotte
of Wales. About this time his Royal
Highness, worn out by all kinds of

were

of death, wrote a will, from which the
following passage may be quoted :

By this, my last Will and Testament,
I now bequeath, give, and settle at my
death all my worldly property of every
description, denomination, and sort,
personal and other, to my Maria
Fitzherbert, my wife, the wife of my
heart and soul. Although by the laws
of this country she could not avail
herself publicly of that name, still such
she is in the eyes of Heaven, was, is,
and ever will be such in mine.

In 1800 the Prince retarned to Mrs.
Fitzhorbert, the validity of whose mar-
riage is said to have bLeen recognized
by the Pope, although it is admitted
that documentary evidenoce to this el
feet is not fortheoming.

After his accession to the throne,
(Gteorge IV, bestowed little if any at
tention on his real wife. For years
previously he had praciically deserted
her for the several favorites who suc
cessively cajoled him by flattering his
inordinate and insane vanity. That,
despite his follies, he still cherished
some sentiment of affection for her is
certain, On June 25,1830, hedie!. A
short while before the end he reeived
a letter from Mrs. Fitzherbert conched
in the phrases of sincere regard. Lo
“‘seized it with eagerness, read it
with emotion, and placed it unier his
pillow, and then apparently forgot all
about it.’” Bab it was noticed when
the body was prepared for burial that
round the neck still hung the miniature
of Mrs. Fitzherbert which she had
given him in the days of their young love.
Both before and after the death of
George 1V., all the members of the
Royal family treated Mrs. Fitzherbert
with full rcspect,  Mr. Wilking quotes
a letter from the Duke of Kent, tather
of Queen Victoria, which concludes as
follows :

believe me ever to be, my dedrest Mra,
Fi zherbert, mort faithfully and devot-
edly yours. EowaAnp,

We learn also that thte Dukes of

Clarence and of Sossex were on the
friendlicst terms with her., Indeed,
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Englind, as told by the noun
historian, has of late years undergo
remarkable change. Party-ple
and prejudice have given
the spirit of eriticism; and English
Chureh history has come to deal rather
with statements of fact than w»ith per
petuation of those fictions which, for
generations, have served as the source
of many an honest soul's pride in the
reputed origin of England’s reformed

churches, and as the mourishment of
hatred and misunderstanding of Rowe.
Historians are now in accord as to the
manner in which the great religious
upheaval of the sixteenth century was
brought about. Its instigators, poli

tical and ecclesiastical, find to day few
apologists. As a consequence there
has been thro#n into relief the question
as to the natare of the chinge made by
the Reformers. It is continded that
the Acts of Supremacy of Heury VIIIL
and Elizabeth were merely the formal
assertions of a long effective prineiple;
that these sovereignsproclaimed, in a
definite way, an independence of the
Roman Church which many of their
predecessors had asserted. To sub-
stantiate these c'aims there is pointed
out the proud list of English mobarchs
who had refused to Rome the tribute it
exacted, refused to recognize its Le-
gates, disdained to listen to its counsel,
and spuraed its very commands, Nor
are the instances of such a spirit of in

dependence at all rave. Their very
frequency has proven a pitfall to par-
tisan history-writers, Catholic as well as
Protestant.

FAILING TO DISTINGUISH
between ¢ Rome,'" as symbolizing a
system of authoritative religious te ach-
and ‘‘ Rome ' standing for the
dominant political power of the Middle
Ages, the Catholic has been te moted to
minimize the defiant spicit of Kuglish
Lings and clergy with regard to Papal
interforence in the political and eccles
iastical affzirs of England; while the
Anglican has read, in the ac enmulation
of such instances, the pre rcformation
repudiation by English Crown and
Crozier of all that the word Rome
stands for.

AN IMPORTANT DISTINOTION,

The difficulty is not a trivial one, nor
is the confusion of the two ¢ Romes "
inexcusable. For, it 18 not always easy
to distinguish in an individnal Pope,
for example, the unyiclding and per-
haps tyrannical master in things tem-
poral, from the tender, spiritual father
solicitous for the flock committed to
his care, even though at times a portion
of the flock suffer deprivation that the

ing,

unalterable friendship and esteem and l an important distinetion is certainly
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THE BURDENS OF VASSALAGE,
Many were the appeals w-ich were
directed to the Popes by the clergy
and people cf Kngland for relief frou
their burdens of vassalage. Appeals
unheeded provoked protest, and pro |
test often took the form of absolute |
refusal to pay the taxes. In thisro |
gard the attitude of the clergy, of the |
iscopacy even, was wore defiant than |
t of the laity. The saintly Bi-;lmi“"
Giosseteste of Lincoln qualified the |
exactions made in his diocese as ** un- l‘
|
|
i
]

heard of and shamefal. ' The protest
of the common people, directed rather
against their king than against their
Pope, foucd echo in the war-cry of |
Simon of Montfort, son of the like-
pnamed crusader, and by many considered

as  saintly. Civil war added its
share to the burden of the times. The
t unpopular rebellion failed of its

immediate purpose, though it prepared
for the day when HKngland would have
its free Parliament.

HOW THE POPES ACTED.

Thia persistent appeal and protest
was not unavailing. The Popes dealt
most paternally with their overburden-
ed vassals, and, sensitive to the stigma
of avarice which their exactions pro-
voked,endeavored to make clear to them,
what tc-day is so evident, that the money
they demanded was not for personal or
local needs, but for unse in fighting
battles in the common cause of Kuarope
at a time when the only bond of unity
betw Western nations was their
gommon support of the Papacy, the
hulwark of defense against foes who
oither threatened invasion from without
or labored for internal disruption, But
fingland could not understand then
that her own interests wore bound up
in the interests of Huropean unity for
which the Popes were striving ; that
her fature place and power among the
nations was to ba, in no small measure,
the rewardo! her ill borne sacrifices for
the Papacy. Her voice of protest was
not to be silenced.

In such conditions as these it is small
wonder that hard words were spoken of
the Popes, and to them : words of in
dependence, nufilial, and in cases dis-
respectiul, Small wonder, too, thab
petty historians, who would subserve
rather the cause of

SECT THAN THAT OF TRUTH,
have vaunted these words as proofs of
Kagland's independence of Rome three
centuries before the days of Henry
VIII. Indepenience indeed there was,
but it was a diseriminating independ:
ence. For, while England denounced
in no uncertaln terms the exactions of

pen
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while its

RO
RELIGICUS UNITY.

The desire for Church unity displayed
by tte varions Protestant sects is nat-
ural. It ®was what brought about the re-
cent inter Church Conference of the
Federation of Churches the membership
of which was composed of the represen
tatives of thirty beliefs The comments
of well known Protastant ministers in-
dicate that great things are expected of
this attempt at unifying the wvarious
sects. The Rev. Dr. Greer, Episcopal
Coadjutor Bishop of New York, in speak
ing of these hopes, takes a very rosy
view of the future. We quote from an
interview with him which appears in
the New York Herald:

#&‘“While, as I have said, it is noy Church
unity, but still very far from it, it may
have the effect of putting such a new
gpirit into all Christian bodies as to
create in them a stronger desire for unity
and so in time bring about that end.

“] believe in the solidarity of the
human race. All men are growing
nearer together and in the eourse of
centuries it may be that there will be
a union of religions.

“Whether or not there will be a union
of the Roman Catholic and Protestant
faiths depends largely upon the develop
ments of the fature, There certainly
will b: no union as long as the two
Churches are constituted as they are at
present.”’

Bishop Greer in stating that there
will be no union between the Catholie
Church and the various Protestant
Churches so long as “‘the two churches
are contituted as theyare '’ would secmn
to imply the poseibility of the Catholie
Church modifying her teachings with a
view of restoring the unity that existed
throughout Christendom before Pro-
testantism made its appearance. If
the Church were a merely human insti-
tution such a compromlise would be pos-
sible. But as she has not been sum-
moned into existence by man she cannot
prove false to the commission her Divine

Founder intrusted to her. Consequent-
ly there cannot be a reunited Christen:
dom on the terms Bishop Greer hints at.

In the meantime the attempt the Pro-
testant sects in the United States are
making to bring about a semblance of
unity will be watched with interest,—

their Roman overlords, England never
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all seniible men

we “God only
cOmmMon SEnNsd ma
in all countries and in all ages, under
stand that God konows all things, that
omniscience is a Divine attribute.
God, thereiore, counld forctell the
fortune of any being. Now He alone
can foretell a fortune, foretell that
which cannot be fore seen by caliulation
from present causes. This requires
an intellect independent of time; but
God's intelleet alone is independent of
time,

ARROGATING DIVINE POWER.

What is the evil done by the fortune
teller ?

He pretends to do what God alone
can do ; he arrogates to himself a Divine
power ; he usurps a prerogative ol C« d
Those who consult a fortune teller
give to a wretched mertal an honor
that belongs to God alone. Therefore
Holy Seripture condemns this heathen
practice in the strongest terms cver
ewployed. It goesfarther, and it shows
us that this manner of insulting God
has drawn on the wretches guilty of it
the severest temporal chastisement
recorded in the sacred pages.

This chastivement was the extermin
ation of the wvarious nations that
oceupied the promised land before the
chosed people of Israel came into its
possession, No man, nor woman, nor
child, was to be spared ; the Jewish
people was to be the minister of God's
punishment upon those guilty races,
that it might thus be better under
stood, from the bloody task on which it
was employed, how much the Lord
detested the abominations they were
avenging. Here is the passage irom
Deuteronomy which teaches the ter-
rible lesson : God spoke thus to His
people : ‘“‘When thcu art come into
the land which the Lord thy God shall
give thee, beware lest thou have a
mind to initiate the abominations of
thyee nations., Neither let there ba
found among you anyone * * * ghat
consulteth soothsayers or observe
dreams and omens : neither let their be
any wizard, nor charmer, nor any one
that consulteth pythonic spirits, or
fortune tellers, or that secketh the
trath from the dead. For the Lord
abhorreth all these things, and for
these abominations He will destroy
them at thy coming. ”” ( Deut. xviii.;
9 11.) When King Saul consulted the
witch of Endor to have his fortune
told, he was punished by the defeat of
his army on the following day, where
he perished, together with his son
Jonathan, ( I. Kings xxvi., 4.)

Is not fortune telling mere impos-

New York Freeman’s Journal.
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pirit: I command thee, in the name
T ) from her,"
and he went o the me hour.'*
xvi., 16—-18) yothsayers in
cl to- 1 post on their
rs signs id-sight reader,””
edinn lair “‘chiroman-
oer, ‘mesmerist,’”’ ete.
he X ¢ nne teller
Nar 1 nature and
ar esy .« the sin hive beéen
i \ plained rtuno telling
retition, Rev. Charles
( 4 the True Voice,
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A MISSIONARY INCIDENT.

s by Arch-

to 1 | ong (
bisho i St Boniface, we
find t | ing grap unt of an
1 | Y } nd "
f vvh among the Indians of
1 lian Fart N :
A old convert, seventy-six
ear y fell icusly ill, and re-
ved Las raments with the

most admirable dispositi His whole

family wera assembled around his couch,
‘It is pow, ' he said to them when the
Viatic ad been admivistered ‘it
is now thabt I understand all thab
the priests have exg lained to me ab)ub
religion. You know that I once adored
evil spirits and was a mediciace man ; [
danced ti sun dance I sacrificed
vietims, invoked the thunde: ',and

and the great Bear against the mission-

aries : I gpoké evil jut [ didn't un~
derstand, To-day | do understand, and
I tell you L did wrong, The Great
Spirit is good ; He has pardoned me.
[ am happy ; I am going to see Him in
His grand Paradise. I don’t fear to

‘die, and am glad to suffer for Oar Lord,
Who suffered so much for me."”’

After stating that the old wan died
a few hours later, in the most edifying
dispositions of faith, hope, and love,
Mer. Langevin adds a sentence that
throws syme light on the hardships of
the mi career :  ‘“‘Such consols
ations make one forget that one is lost
in the bleak and savage Farthest
North, and that one's daily bread is
not always forth coming."’
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LESS'NS OF A DRUG STORE.

1 read any book [ lay my hands on,’"”

said a young drug clerk to a customer,

who had found a copy of an atheist’'s

book on the counter, and who had warn«
ed him of the character of the volume,
“But are you not afraid of poisoning

your mind inquired the customer.
“Not a bit of it,”’ was the reply.

“Then, no doubt, you are not alraid
of poisoning your body,”" cont yd the
‘and you taste every drug
your hands on ?"’

] ¢o not,"” ex:laimed the cler}
t1" eried tn UOT, '
are willing to risk poizor d
by destroying its faith (God, but you
are careful not to pois your body.
But oxalic acid wguld bly cause
less injury than the ing of that

book., The acd won!d kill the life of
your body, but the book is desiguned to

kill the life of your soul, Now, take
an old man's advice—don't read every
book that you get a hold of any more.

ioath to what is
than tho sting of a
doso  of strychoine.

Some of them are 8ure
best in man, worso
rattlesnake or

Read goud books or none. And be
gure that it would be as sensible
to go along hose shelves and

take a glassful of every drug you have
in the store, as it is to road every book
that you lay your hands on,’—St

tare ?

/

Xavier Oalendar, Cin,



