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YHE TRUTH ABOUT THE CATH-
OLIC CHURCH.
BY A PROTESTANT THEOLOGIAN,
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Professor Foster, in his third chap-
ter, declares that the doctrine that
there can be no salvation outside the
pale of tho Roman Church is a logieal

deduction from her fundamental posi-
tion, that the visible Chureh is the
true Chureh, and that she is that visible
Church.

As we have seen, the accurate state
ment would be not, the visible Church
is true, but rather, the true Church is
in her natare visible. This exchange
of subjc and predicate is very impor- |
tant. Foster’s statement presents be
fore us two objects of contemplation,
two Churches, one visible and one in-
visible. Now as Christand theapostles
know of but one Church, and that vis-
jble, it is plain we must find the true
Church where alone we find any Church.
Phe invisible Church we need not treat
as false. [t is simply fictitious. Tt isa
disembodied, or rather, a not yet em-
bodied, ghost. Wemight as well talk of
an invisible commonwealth as of an in-
wisible Church. The Church is a com-
monwealth, one whose citizenship ex-
tends into eternity. Those who invis-
ibly belong to her certainly do not con-
stitute another Chureh, and their mem
bership can not be more than inchoate
until it becomes visible, for ** corpore-
ity is the end of the ways of God."”

However, waiving this discussion, and
accepting  the phrase *invisible
Church '’ as signifying an ideal brother-
hood, to become visible in eternity, it
may mean one of two things., It may
mean the whole body of the predestinate,
or else the whole body of those, elect or
non-elect, who are at any point of time
in a justified state.

Now whichever of these two meanings
we take, Professor Foster begins his
chapter with a palpable falsehood. I
we take *“ invisible Church ™ as mean-
ing the whole number of the eleet,
Rome assuredly does not identily her
communion with it, for she believes that
many now living are eleet who are not
yet brought in, and that unhappily
many are brought in who will hereafter
show that they were not of the elect.

Of eourse this had nothing to do with
the question whether election is con
ditional or unconditional. That ther
is an election of grace, and that all the
saved are written from the beginning in
the Lamb's book of life, of course all
Christian Churches allow.

If, on the contrary, we take *‘‘in
visible Church '’ as meaning the whole
body of those, elect or non-clect, who,

at any point of time, are justified souls,

then also Iome does not identify her
visible membership with it ven il
she held, as she does not, that all the

justified are included in her outward
communion, certainly  does  not
hold  that all  in her  outward
communion are justified, The institute
of Penance is a  perpetual

against such an assumption. Tt
that she holds it as probable that many,
that most of her children, from the
Popoe down, will, from time to time,

she

protest
shows

Sie hopes

wery, but

lapse into mortal sin.
provides for their re
that, if not recovered, they will never se¢
God.

teaches
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She therefore regards her visible
membership as at each moment divided | is

of this distinetion he scarcely seems to
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off
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versy, but utterly at var

] us tell all, in spite of the nervousness
and remorse and feverish brain,
the great weight will be lifted frem

of pride.
our souls to the scientific experiment
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To most people, especially the
young, the sevei weeks of Lent seem

and

our souls, Let us for once be severc

Let us, as it were, subject b !
rush after Christmas is now brought to
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destined to disappear before the relent- We cannot lead two lives before Even what is called society is for d Awarded Gold Meda.l
less rigor of the genuine Roman doc- | God. In His sight our souls are as by common ‘l.“""“"y to contorm, at i
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to suppose that he denies) that Rome
distingnishes fundamentally between
the visible and the invisible member-
ship of the Church, (although she right-
ly maintains that each, in its range, isa

real membership) he disqualifies himself Le
for his further argument from the very of
heginning.,  He ought to give over the | and

word to Mrs. Julia MeNair Wright.
She is just ignoramus enough to be per- | she
feetly consistent in her shallow logic. of

She would reason thus: Rome teaches Th
that she is the Ark.

All that were in the Ark were saved.

All outside the Ark were drowned.

Therefore no Catholie, remaining
such, can lost, and Protestant,
remaining such, can be saved,

This is all sweet and simple, and ex-
cessively silly. Dr. Foster knows better
than to accept the first half of this con-
clusion, and therefore the whole thing
erumbles into dust under his hand.

Dr. Foster hardly seems to know this
doctrine (of course I do net say dogmi)
of the Soul and Body of the Church ex
cept in some vague and indirect, and as
he seems to suppose, almost illieit form.
He scems to be wholly unaware that it
is a simple commonplace of modern
Catholiec theology, and that in sub-
stance it is everywhere current, even
among the uneducated, although per-
haps usually in another shape. His
notion of its history is the exact oppos-
ite of fact. Instead of he
seems to faney, an antiquated and dy ing ' (1
only to be tolerated for a while i
1 occasional Pope or Cardinal | ¢,
has taken a fancy to it, it has its roots,
as Perrone shows, in St. A ugustine
himself, and much farther back than he.
It becomes clearer among the School
men, by their development of the differ-
ence between material and formal error
In its fully developed form (although |
hardly think with just the present use
of terms) it common about
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thing is required of them during the |
season.  All, in imitation of our Lord,

must make some sacrifice, So few there |
are who think themselves obliged ln:
fast or abstain that the great majority |
are obliged to invent some means of

mortification which, while it will not in- |
jure their health or prevent them from |
fulfilling their duties will at least make |
them feel the spivit of this holy time., |
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ful picture sink deep into our he
t us endeavor to realize something
its tremendous significance.  Then,
| then only, shall we begin to put
Then, and then only,
Ul we begin to erave the opportunity
suffering shame for His sake @ ** I
ee, O God, I put my trust ; let me
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Lent is the time of self denial, pen- |
ance and prayer, and therefore parties, |
balls, publie amusements are all out of
place. Your evenings should be spent
at home with your families. Interest
yoursell in csood reading or in works of
charity. Try to be home every even-
ing in time to join in with the family in
the recitation of the rosary. All these
things will prepare your for «a
happy Easter. No one is worthy to
rise with Christ at Easter who has not
to suffer what He suffered, to choose
what He chose, to bear the cross that
He bore, and to fight where He fought
first.

Strive to conquer resentment, over-
sensitiveness, coldness, unkind suspic-
jons, harsh words. No becomes
holy in a day, and, on the other hand,
no one usually separates from God by a
sudden rupture. A somewhat danger-
ous reading. a prayer neglected, a tit ol
- . day-dreaming that we have indulged in,
Spealk, Lord, for Thy servant heareth, ' a light, frivolous friendship that we
Kings, iii. 10.) I am Thy servant have kept up; these are the little noth
ve me understanding that [ may know form the starting-point ol
(Ps. exviii. 125.) ruinous Let us make a I
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(Quebee, January 16, 1901,
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an eminently good Tonic

and that those of our Sisters who have madc
use of it have felt a true relief.

Moreover, we are happy to add that many
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