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wanted is to get the money for it, and this could not shirtless negroes. But, as Governor Clark told the 
be done at such an elevator. " Toronto Board of Trade on Tuesday, a nation’s foreign

"One would not care lightly to oppose the opinion trade is a true gauge of its commercial stability. There 
« 0f a man of such wide experience as Mr. Whyte, but is any amount of development to be done in Canada ; 
“as the matter was put by the Grain Growers, there is but we can only build up commerce at home by sup- 
“ much to be said for their proposal. In the first place, plying our surplus products to people across the seas, 
“it would be a necessary condition of the building of a it is as desirable that the products of forest, field and 
“ provincial interior terminal elevator that banks would factory should spread into the four corners of the earth 
“advance money on grain held there as well as at Fort as it is for a man to travel so as to obtain the best pos- 
“ William. If that could not be secured, the elevator, as sible mastery of conditions which affect the spread of 
“ we understand it, would not be built. Such an elevator civilization, the growth ofs commerce, and the accumu- 
“ would be six, seven or eight hundred miles west of lation of wealth. To be self-supporting is excellent: as 
“ Fort William, according to the point selected, and a means of bringing the whole wofcjd tp your servi*, 
"cars carrying grain to it from Saskatchewan grain But to be merely self-contained is to become provincial, 
“ fields would be saved a round trip of, say, fifteen hun- and to imagine that there is nothing great; in existence 
“ deed miles. Thus the same number of gars would jexcept what vour immediate vision discovers.
“ çaTry much more wheat in the short autumn season The Governor of Trinidad, discoursing upon 4he 
"to, say, Moosejaw or Regina than to Fort William. y\"est Indian tour of the Canadian Boards of Trade deie- 

“The farmers have made up their minds that onlv gates, said he had known Canada for thirty years, and 
“a portion of their crop is going to be got’out by lake saw Qur "manifest destiny of becoming the great natitm 
“before navigation closes, and it ’is, therefore, a ques- “which should control British interests in the Western
" tion of storing the grain somewhere west of the lakes. «• hemisphere, and a nation to which those smaller peoples 
“ If the attempt is made to carry it to Fort William at “might look for assistance and advice in helping their 
“once the car service is so inadequate and the distance “ trade, and perhaps in other ways besides." Mr. j. D.
“ so great that congestion through the autumn and Allan, the Toronto delegate, believes in a future political • 
“winter is inevitable for many years ahead. unity between Canada and the West Indies, ad^-

"In the meantime the local elevators become choked stCp to that end has become an enthusiastic expositor 
“'anti the farmer cannot team his grain out to his local Qf the possibilities of greatly enlarged commercial trans* >
“ shipping point during the idle months on the farm, actions between lands widely sundered by the sea and 
" but it remains to be drawn' in during the busy times extremely differentiated by racial and climatic conditions 
“ or on the bad roads of spring and early summer. Be- The tendency of events is in lioth directions. T he 
“ sides, with the present prices of lumber the building regular steamer service between Halifax and Demcrara,
“of large granaries would be a real hardship on the that serves intervening ports, and that was established 
"farmer. ' by Piekford A Black, is one of those essays in Im-

“On the other hand, suppose the Manitoba and perialism which, though primarily founded on a five per 
“ eastern Saskatchewan grain be forwarded to Fort cent, basis, are still beneficent phases of the growth of
“ William as rapidly as possible in the fall, while the a commercial infant among the nations to the full stature
“ remaining sections of the country were drained into 0f an international trader. /
“ a terminal elevator at Regina. The return trips would But< jn good sooth there are many obstacles to hr 1
“be made quickly, the local elevators would be kept overcome—which is abundant reason for overcoming 
“ open, and the farmer could get all his grain off his t^em ybe greatest is the nearer proximity of the 
“ farm before the spring thaws set in. On their own ynjle<j States to the Islands, and their larger output of 
"• showing of previous years, the railways would benefit near|y a|j kinds of goods which the West Indies might 
“ immensely. In the past, whenever farmers have com- import from Canada. The advantage in transportation 
“ plained that their grain was not moved to Fort Wil- facj|jtje$i as we|| is in mere distance, is also theirs. At 
“ liam before navigation closed, the railways have re- Qf Spain, Mr. Randolph Rust, who knows Canada *
“plied that it would be unfair to expect them to buy extremc|v we||t and has striven much to increase the* 
“enough rolling stork to carry out the grain in three importation to Trinidad of Canadian goods, told the
r months, and then to have this rolling stock rust idle delegates that where it took days or weeks to obtain
“in the yards for the other nine months. consignments from the United States, it took weeks or

“That argument is not often heard these days; mont(,s to gCt them from Canada.
“ nevertheless, it has been seriously urged. Keeping A |arge proportion of Canadian goods for the West
“that argument in mind, the farmery now reply that jntjjcs |g sent ^ %ew York, and, therefore,1 counts 
“ this is just what the railways want. The grain is got among American returns. Probably under the most 
“ under cover quickly, the farmer gets his money for cftjcient conditions of shipment from our Atlantic coasts 
“it, and the railways, instead of having their east- ^ uou,d ^ impossible to'deflect most of these consign- 
“ bound traffic crowded into three rihonths, may spread it ments from tbe New York route. But that does not 

the autumn, winter, spring and summer prac- affect the caac for much speedier steamers than those 
“ tically over the whole year. which Pickft ;d & Black at present find it possible to

“Moreover, railways complain bitterly of having to Xs -|t c ,sts very much more to feed boilers than it
"haul empty wheat cars bark from hort William to d()es (Q feed assengers and crew, the difference lie tween 
“ the prairies. The new method would obviate this to cjg|1t.knot ai d twelve-knot steamers is no doubt the 
“ a greater extent by allowing westbound cars to be difference be wçen profit and loss under existing con- 
“ filled with coal and merchandise brought up by the i Citions 
“ lake carriers. The railways are going to have all they x, (hods
“ can do to keep pace with Western expansion for * e ^ s,ate of Commerce
“ next ten years, and so far as easterners can see tn ted bv (he Boards of Trade whose delegates went .
“ should not object to this proposition of the Saskatch - ^ ^ ThJe is no use Boards of Trade sending a joint
“ wan farmers which promises some relief in the presrn wjthout following up their report.by joint action)
“situation." of some kind. An additio* to Canadian commercial lit­
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of improving by concerted action the prd- 
with the West Indies shbuld be

erature is only valuable so far as it leads to more tran­
sactions. The difficulty is in translating general conclu­
sions into specific action. •

. K is ,he function of the commercial press to preach

there is too much to be done in developing t ana a 0 productive missionary work is accomplished,
make it worth while to cultivate a market with a few organi , y
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